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V ▼ ALL (John), a learned physician and medical writer^ 
was born at Powick, in Worcestershire, 1708. He was the 
son of Mr. John Wall, an opulent tradesman of the oity of 
VVorcester, who served the office of mayor in 170:5. He 
received the early part of bis education at a gramma r-scl)ool 
at Leigh-Sinton, and at the college school of Worcester, 
whence he was elected scholar of Worcester-college, Ox- 
ford, in June 1726. In 1735, he was elected fello>¥ of 
Merton -college, soon after which he took the degree of 
bachelor of physic, and removed to the city of Worcester, 
where he was many years settled in practice. In 1-759, he 
took the degree of M. D. Besides an ingenious **. Treatise 
on the virtues of Malvem-water*,'* which he brought .into 
reputation, he enriched the repositories of medical knpw-> 
ledge with many valuable tracts, which, since his death, 
have been collected into an octavo edition, by his son, the 
present learned Dr. Martin Wall, F. R. S, clinical-pro- 
fessor of the university, and were printed at Oxford in 
1780. He married Catherine youngest daughter of Martin 
Sandys, esq. of the city of Worcester, barrister at law, 
and uncle to the first lord Sandys. Dr. Wall was a man of 
extraordinary genius, which he improved by e^rly and in- 
defatigable industry in the pursuit of science ; but he was 
more particularly eminent in those branches of natural 
philosophy which have an immediate connexion with the 
arts, and with medicine. He was distinguished likewise 
through his whole life by an uncommon sweetness of man- 
ners, and cheerfulness of disposition, which, still more 
than his great abilities, made his acquaintance courted, 
and his conversation sought, by persons of all ranks and 
ages. His practice, as a physician, was extended far 
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beyond the common circle of practitioners in the country, 
and he was particularly eminent for benevolence, courtesy, 
penetration, and success. His native country still boasts 
many monuments of ibe applucatix>D of bis emiqent talents 
to ber interests. To his distinguished skill in chemistry, 
and his assiduous researches (in conjunction with some other 
chemists) to discover materials proper for the chin^-ware, 
the city of Wercesier owes the establishment of its porce- 
lain-manufacture. Besides the improvements he suggested 
and put in execution for the accommodation of visitors aC 
Malvern, it was to bis zeal and diligence the county of 
Worcester is in no small degree indebted for the advantages 
of the infirmary, which he regularly attended during bis 
whole life. His principal amusement was painting ^ and 
it bas been said of him, that, if be h^jl not been one of 
the best physicians, be would have been the best painter 
of his age. This praise is perhaps too high, yet bis de* 
sign^ for the two frontispieces to " Hervey's Meditations,^* 
that for Cambridge's ** Scribleriad,'' and for the East win- 
dow of the ebapel of Oriel-coHege, Oxford, are very cre- 
ditable specimens o( bis talents. He died at Bath, after a 
lingering disorder, June 27^ 1776, and lies buried in the 
abbey-cnurcfa. The tracts published by his son, are, 1. 
** Of the extraordinary effects of Musk in convulsive dis- 
orders.*' 2. ** Of the use of the Peruvian Bark in the 
small-|iOX.'* 3, " Of the cure of the putrid sore-throat." 
*. •^Mr. Oram's account of the Norfolk-boy.*' 5. "Ob- 
servations on that case, and on the efficacy of oil in worm- 
cases.*' 6. ^ Experiments and Observations on the Ifal- 
vern-waters." 7. ♦« Letters to Sir George Baker, &c. on 
the poison of lead, and the impregnation of cyder with 
that metal." S. '' A Letter to Dr. Heberden on the An- 
gina Pectoris.** 9. *' Supplement ; containing an account 
of the epidemic fever of i 740, 1 74 1, and 1 742 .*' The edi- 
tor has £nriched this publication with various notes, which 
discover an extensive acquaintance with the subjects in 
question, and a candid and liberal turn of miud. To the 
treatise on Malverji- waters Dr. Martin Wall has also sub* 
joined an appendix of some length, containing an expe- 
rimental inquiry into their nature ; from which it appears, 
that the Holyweli-water at Malvern owes its virtues princi- 
pally to its extreme purity, assisted by the fixed air which 
it contains. < 
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WALL*' S 

WALL (WitLiAM), the able defender of infant-baptism, 
wasbMrn in 1646, but where educated, or any further par« 
iiculart of his early life, are not upon record. He was 
vicar of Shoreham in Kent, where be died in 1728, at the 
age of eighty-two, and was considerably advanced when 
he stept forth as the champion of infant- baptism, in oppo- 
sicioo to Dr. John Gale, the ablest writer of his time on the 
baptist side. Mr. Wall published his ** History of Infant 
Baptism*' in 1707; and Dr. Gale, in 1711, published <*Re- 
flections'* on it (See Gale.) In 1719, a friendly conference 
was faeid on the subject between him and Mr. Wall, which 
«oded without any change of opinion on either side. Mr. 
Wall, in the same year, published his ** Defence of the 
History of Infant Baptism,'* which was accounted a per- 
formance of such ability and so decisive on the question, 
thai the university of Oxford, to mark their high opinion 
of the book, and of the talents of the author, conferred on 
him the degree of D. D. in the following year. After his 
death were published *' Critical Notes on the Old Testa* 
ment, wherein the present Hebrew text is explained, and 
in many places amended,* from the ancient versions, more 
particularly from that of the LXX. To which is prefixed, 
a large introduction, adjusting the authority of the Maso- 
retic Bible, and vindicating it from the objections of Mr. 
Whiston, and the author of the * Grounds and Reasons 
of the Christian Religion.' By the late learned William 
Wall, D. D. author of the ^' History of Infant Baptism,** 
1733, 2 vols. 8vo. 

Dr. Wall stands confessedly at the head of those writers 
who have supported the practice of infant-baptism ; and 
bis antagonists Gale, Whiston, and the baptist historian 
Crosby, all unite in praising bis candour and piety. He 
was vicar of Shoreham for the long space of hfty-two 
years. He once had an offer of a living of .300/. a year, 
Cbelsfield, three miles from Shoreham, which his conscience 
would not allow him to accept ; but he afterwards consented 
to take one of about one fifth the value, at twelve miles 
distance, that of Milton, near Gravesend. By an only 
daagfater, Mrs. Catherine Waring, of Rochester, he had 
sixteen grand^-cbildren. This lady communicated some 
anecdotes of her father, printed in Atterbury^s Corre- 
spondence, by which it appears that he was a man of a facer 
tious turn, and there are some of his letters to Atterbury 
in that correspondence. He was such a zealot for this pre* 
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latL*, that he would have lighted up all Wbittlebury-forest, 
in case of his recall, at his own expence. * 

WALLACE (Sir William), a celebrated warrior and pa- 
trior, was born, accordincr to the account of his poetical 
biographer Henry, or Blind Harry, in 127G. He was the 
younger son of sir Malcolm Wallace of EUerslie, near Pais* 
ley, ill the shire of Renfrew, Scotland, and in his sixteenth 
\ear was sent to school at Dundee. In 1295, he was in- 
suited by the son of Selby, an Englishman, constable of 
the port and castle of Dundee, and killed him; on which 
he fled, and appears to have lived a roving and irregular 
life, often engaged in skinnishes with the English troops 
which then bad invaded and kept Scotland under subjec- 
tion. For his adventures, until he became the subject of 
history, we must refer to Henry. Most of them appear 
fictitious, or at least are totally unsupported by any other 
evidence. Wallace, however, is represented by the Scotch 
hisitorians as being about this time the model of a perfect 
hero ; superior to the rest of mankind in bodily stature, 
strength, and activity ; in bearing cold and heat, thirst 
and hunger, watching and fatigue ; and no less extraordi* 
nary in the qualities of his mind, being equally valiant and 
prudent, mamanimous and disinterested, undaunted in ad- 
versity, modest in prosperity, and animated by the most 
ardent and iuextinguishable love of his country. Having 
his resentment against the English sha^rpened by the per- 
sonal affront abovementioned, and more by the losses his 
family had sustained, he determined to rise in defence of 
his country, and being joined by many of his countrymen, 
their first efforts were crowned with success ; but the carl 
of Surrey, governor of Scotland, collecting^p army of 
40,000 men, and entering Annandale, and marking tbrougli 
ihe South-west of Scotland, obliged all the barons of tho!»e 
parts to submit, and renew the oaths of fealty. Wallace, 
with his followers, uuahle t» encounter so great a foi;ce, 
retired northward, and was pursued by the governor and 
his army. 

When the English army reached Stirling they discovered 
the Scots encamped near the abbey of Cambusk^ neth, yn 
the opposite banks of the Forth. .Cressingham, treasurer 
of Scotland, whose covetousness apd tyranny had beeu 
one great cause of tliis revolt, earnestly press^^d^the earl .of 
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WALLACE. 5 

Surrey to pass his army over the bridge of Siirling, and 
attack the enemy. Wallace, who observed all their mo- 
tions, allowed as many of the English to pass as he thought 
he could defeat, when, rushing upon them with an irresis- 
tible impetuosity, they were all either killed, drowned, or 
taken prisoners. In the heat of the action, the bridge, 
whic,h was only of wood, broke down, and many perished 
in the river ; and the earl of Surrey, with the other part 
of bis army, were melancholy spectators of the destruction 
of their countrymen, without being able to afford theni 
any assistance : and this severe check, which the English 
received on Sept. 11, 1297, obliged them to evacuate 
Scotland. Wallace, who after this great victory was sa- 
luted deliverer and guardian of the kingdom by his foU 
lowers, pursuing the tide of success, entered England with 
his army, recovered the town of Berwick, plundered the 
counties of Cumberland and ^Northumberland, and returned 
into his own country loaded with spoils and glory. 

The news of these surprising events being carried to 
king Edward 1. who was then in Flanders, accelerated hiii 
return, and soon after he raised a vast army of 80,00() 
foot and 7000 horse,' which the Scots were now in no coiif 
dition to resist. Their country, for several years, had been 
almost a continued scene of war, in which many of its in* 
habitants had perished. Some of their nobles were in the 
English interest, some of them in prison ; and those few 
who had any power or inclination to defend the freedom 
of their country, were dispirited and divide^. In parti* 
cular, the ancient nobility began to View the power and 
popularity of William Wallace with a jealous eye : which 
w^s productii^eof very fatal consequences, and contributed 
to the success of Edward in the battle of Falkirk, fought 
July 22, 1298, in which the Scots were defeated with great 
slaughter. 

We hear little of Wallace after this until 1303-4, when 
king Edward had made a complete conquest of Scotland, and, 
appointing John de Segrave governor of that kingdom, re« 
turned to England about the end of August. But Wallace, 
even after this, and although he had been excluded by 
the jealousy of the nobles from commanding the armies or 
influencing the councils of his country, stUl continued to 
assert her independency, This, together with the remem-t 
brance of many mischiefs which he had done to bis English 
ftubjecu, and perhaps soine apprehension that he migh( 
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again rekindle the flames of war, made Edward employ va^ 
rious means to get possession of his person ; and at length 
he was betrayed into bis bands by sir John Monteitb, his 
friendy whom be bad made acquainted with the place of bis* 
concealment. The king immediately ordered Wallace to 
be carried in chains to London: to be tried as a rebel 
and traitor, though he had never made submission, or 
sworn fealty to England, and to be executed on Tower- 
hill, which was accordingly done, Aug. 23, 1305. This, 
says Hume, was the unworthy fate of a hero, who, through 
a course of many years, had, with signal conduct, intrepi- 
dity, and perseverance, defended, against a puKlic and op- 
pressive enemy, the liberties of his native country. ' 

WALLAEUS. See WALiEUS. 

WALLER (Edmund), an eminent English poet, was 
born March 3, at Colsbill in Hertfordshire. His father 
was Robert Waller, esq. of Agmondesham, in Bucking- 
hamshire, whose family was originally a branch of the 
Wallers of Spendhurst in Kent ; and his mother was the 
daughter of John Hampden, of Hampden in the same 
county, and sister to the celebrated patriot Hampden. His 
father died while be was yet an infant, but left him a yearly 
income of three thousand five hundred pounds ; which, 
rating together the value of money and the customs of life, 
we may reckon more than equivalent lo ten thousand at the 
present time. 

He was educated *, by the care of his mother, at Eton ; 
and removed afterwards to King's college in Cambridge. 
He was sent to parlfament in his eighteenth, if not in bis 
sixteenth year, and frequented the court of James the first. 
His political and poetical life began nearly together. In 
his eighteenth year he wrote a poem that appears first in 
his works, on the prince's escape at St. Andero; apiece 
which shewed that he attained, by a felicity like instinct^ 
a style which perhaps will never be obsolete ; and that, 
*^ were we to judge only by the wording, ^e cdtftd riot 
know what was wrote at twenty, and what at fourscore.'* 

* ** He bad grampiar learniDg from Bigge, of Wickham. a%y (who wa« 

tlie information of Mr. — ~- Dobiion, hi» schoolefellow, and of the tame 

■uuiftor of Market Wickban, who forme) that be little thoof ht then he 

taught a private geboole there, and would have bees to rare a poet : he 

was (he told me) a good tcboolmaiter. «at wont to make bis exerciae for 

ami had been bred at Eaton coll. him.^- Aubrey, in ** Letters of EmJ* 

M)hool«« 1 have heard Mr. The. »ciit Peisona,*' 1&13, 3 vob» Svow 

> Henry's aDd Haaie'f Hiftoiiea of fiagkad. 
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Ms versifieatton was, in hit first essay, sodb as k sppearv 
in bis last perfermance. He liad already Ibrined sueb a 
«ystem of metrical harmony * as be never afierwafrds mach 
needed, or much endeavoured, to improve. 

The next poem is supposed by Fenton to be the address 
'^ To the Queen ^ on her arrival ; but tbts is doubt f»l^ and 
we have no date of any other poetical prcxlnction before 
that which rhe m order of the dnhe of Buckingban ocea« 
sioned. Neither of these pieees that seem to carry fbeir 
own dates eould bave been the sadden effusion of faney. 
In the verses on the princess escape, the prediction of Us 
marriage with the princess of France must have been writ- 
ten after the event ; in the other, tbe promises of the king's 
kindness to the descendants of Buckingham, which contd 
not be properly praised till it 'had appeared by its e^bcts, 
shew that time was taken for revision and improvement. 
It is not known that thej were published till they appeared 
long afterwards with other poems. 

Walter was not one of those idolaters of praise who cul- 
tivate their minds at the ex pence of iheir fortones. Hicb 
as he was by inheritance, he took care early to grow richer, 
by marrying Mrs. Banks, a great heiress in the city^, whom 
the interest of the court was employed to obtain for Mr. 
Crofts. Having brought him a son, wlio died young, and 
a daughter, who was afterwards married to Mr. Dormer 
of Oxfordshire, she died in childbed, and left him a wi« 
ijower of about five and twehty, gay and wealthy, to pteaso 
hinokself with another marriage. 

Being too young to resist beauty, and probably too vain 
to think himself resistible, he fixed his heart, perhaps half 
fondly and half ambitiously, upon the lady Dorothea Sid'- 
ney, eldest daughter of the earl of Leicester, whom ho 
courted by all the poetry in which Sacbarissa is celebrated; 
and describes her as a sublime predominating beauty, of 
hjhj charms, and imperious inBuenee ; but she, it is said, 
rejected bis addresses with disdain. She married, in 1659, 
the ear) of Sunderland, who died at Newbury in the royal 
cause ; and, in her old age, meeting somewhere with Wal- 
ler, asked him, when be would again write such verses 

* '* WItfn be WM • bri«ipt yonog essay/ I haTt sevsraU timn beard 

sparlce, aod first stod je4 poetry, ' Me* bim say, that be caaooi Tenify wbea 

tbottfhV ssKl be, ' 1 never saw* a be will ; bat wbe« tbe ltt camet apa« 

good eopia of Kogliih TCfiast Oiey bivia ba does ll easily.*' Aubray, as 

vent sosoatbacssc ( tbM I begao tp before. 
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upon ber ; '^ When you are as young, oiadaaiy'' said he, ^' ami 
as handsome, as you were then.'* In this part of his life it 
was that he was known to Clarendon, among the rest of the. 
men who were eminent in that age for genius and literature. 
From the verses written at Penshurst, it has been collected 
that be diverted his rejection by Sacharissa by a voyage ^ 
and his biographers, from his poem On the Whales, think it 
not improbable that he visited the Bermudas; but it seems 
much more likely that be should amuse himself with form- 
ing an imaginary scene, than that so important an incident^ 
as a visit to America, should have been left floating in con* 
jectural probability. Aubrey gives us a report that sonie 
time between the age of twenty-three and thirty, ^^ ho 
grew mad," but did not remain long in this unhappy state; 
and he seems to think that the above disappointment might 
have been the cause. It is remarkable that Clarendon in- 
sinuates something of this kind as having happened to him, 
when taken up for the plot hereafter to be mentioned. 
The historian's words are, '* After Waller had, with incre- 
dible dissimulation, acted such a remorse of conscience, bis 
trial was put off out of Christian compassion, till he might 
recover his understanding.^^ Neither of these perhaps is 
decisive as to the fact, but the coincidence is striking. 

From his twenty-eighth to his thirty-fifth year, he wrote 
Jiis pieces on the reduction of Sallee ; on the reparation of 
St. Paul's ; to the King on his navy ; the panegyric on the 
Qqeen mother ; the two poems to the earl of Noftbumber* 
land ; and perhaps others, of which the time cannot be dis* 
covered. When he had lost all hopes of Sacharissa, he 
looked round him for an easier conquest, and gained a lady 
of the family of Bresse, or Breaux. 1 he time of bis mar- 
riage is npt exactly known. It has not been discovered 
tliat his wife was won by his poetry ; nor is any thing told 
oi her, but that she brought him many children. He doubt- 
Jess, says Johnson, praised some whom he would have been 
afraid to marry, and perhaps married one whom he woold 
have been, ashamed tq praise. Many qualities contribute 
to domestic happiness, upon which poetry has no colours 
to bestow ; and many airs and sajlies may delight imagina- 
tion, which he who flatters them never can approve. There 
are chatms made onlv for distant admiration. No spectacle 
is nobler than a blaze. Of this wife, however, his biogra- 
phers have recorded that she gave him five sons and eight 
daughters, and Aubrey says that she was beautiful and very 
prudent. 
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During the long interval of parliament, he is representee^ 
a9 living among those with whom it was most honourable 
to converse, and enjoying an exuberant fortune with that 
independence of liberty^ of speech and conduct which 
wealth ought always to produce Being con<iidered as the 
kinsman of Hampden^ he was therefore supposed by the 
courtiers not to favour them ; and when the parliament was 
called in 1640, it appeared that his political character had 
not been mistaken. The king's demand of a supply pro* 
duced from him a speech full of complaints of national 
grievances, and very vehement ; but while the great posi- 
tion, that grievances ought to be redressed before supplies 
are granted, is agreeable enough to law and reason, Waller, 
if his biographer may be credited, was not such an enemy, 
to the king, as not to wish his distresses lightened ; for he 
relates, " thni the king sent particularly to Waller, to se- 
cond his diMiiand of some subsidies to pay off the army ; 
and sir Henry Vane. objecting against first voting a supply, 
because the king would not accept unless it came up to 
his proportion, Mr. Waller spoke earnestly to sir Thomas 
Jermyn, comptroller of the household, to save bis master 
from the effects of so bold a falsity: * for,' he said, ^ I am 
but a country gentleman, and cannot pretend to know the 
ling's mind :' but sir Thomas durst not contradict the se- 
cretary ; and his son, the earl of St. Alban's, afterwards 
told Mr. Waller, that his father's cowardice ruined the 
king." 

In the Long Parliament, which met Nov. 3, 1640, Wal- 
ler represented Agmondesham the third time; and was 
considered by the discontented party as a man sufficiently 
trusty and acrimonious to be employed in managing the 
prosecution of Judge Crawley, for his opinion in favour of 
ship money ; and his speech shews that he did not disap- 
point their expectations. He was probably the more ar- 
dent, as his uncle Hampden had been particularly engaged 
in the dispute, and, by a sentence which seems geoerally 
to be thought unconstitutional, particularly injured. He 
was not however a bigot to his party, nor adopted all their 
opinions. When the great question, whether episcopacy 
ought to be abolished, was debated, he spoke against the 
innovation with great coolness, reason, and Brmness; and it 
is to be lamented that he did not act with spirit and uni-^ 
formity. When the Commons began to set the royal au; 
thority at open defiance, Waller is said to have withdrawn 
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from the House, and to have returned with the king's per- 
mission ; and, when the king set up his standard, be sent 
him a thousand broad-pieces. He continued, however, ta 
ait in parliament ; but spoke/' says Clarendon, "with great 
sharpness ami freedom, winch, npw there was no danger of 
being out«voted, was not restrained ; and therefore used as 
an argument against those wlio were gone upon pretence 
that they were not suffered to deliver their opinion freely 
in the House, which could not be believed, when all men 
knew what liberty Mr. Waller took, and spoke every day 
with impunity against the sense and proceedings of the 
House." 

Waller, as he continued to sit, was one of the commis- 
sioners iioiiiiriated by parliament to treat with the king at 
Oxford : and when they were presented, the king said to 
him, '^ Though you are the last, you are not the lowest, 
nor the least in my favour." Whitlock, another of the 
commi.Hsioners, imputes this kind compliment to the king^s 
knowleiige of the plot, in which Waller appears afterwards 
to have been engaged against the parliament. Fenton, 
with equal probability, believes that this attempt to pro- 
mote the royal cause arose from his sensibility of the king's 
tenderness. Of Waller^s conduct at Oxford we have no 
account. The attempt, just meationed, known by the name 
of Waller^s plot, was soon afterwards discovered. 

Waller had a brother-in-law, Tomkyns, who was clerk 
of the queen's council, and had great influence in the 
city. Wallel* and he, conversing with great confidence, 
told both their own secrets and those of their friends : and, 
surveying the wide extent of their conversation, imagined 
that they found in the majority of all ranks great disappro- 
bation of the violence of the Commons, and unwillingneu 
to continue the war. They knew that many favoured the 
king, whose fear concealed their loyalty : and they ima- 
gined that, if those who had these good intentions could 
be informed of their own strength, and enabled by intel- 
ligence to act together, they might overpower ^be fury of 
sedition, by refusing to comply with the ordinance for the 
twentieth part, and the other taxes levied for the support 
of the rebel army, and by uniting great numbers in a pe- 
tition for peace. They proceeded with great caution. 
Three only met in one place, and no man was allowed to 
impart the plot to more than two others ; so tbat^ Jf any 
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should be suspected or seized, more than three could not 
be eiidaogered. 

Lord Conway joined in the design, and, Clarendon ima- 
gines, incidentally mingled, as be was a soldier, some mar» 
tial hopes or projects, which however were only mentioned, 
the main design being to bring the loyal inhabitants to the 
knowledge of each other; for whicti purpose there was to 
be appointed one in every district, to distinguish the friends 
of the king, the adherents to the parliament, and the neu- 
trals. How far they proceeded does noc appear ; there- 
suit of their inquiry, as Pym declared, was, that within the 
walls, for one that was for the royalists^ there were three 
against them ; but that without the walls, for one that was 
against them, there were five for them. Whether this was 
said from knowledge or guess, was perhaps never inquired. 

It is the opinion of Clarendon, that in Waller's plan no 
▼iolence or sanguinary resistance was comprised ; that he 
intended only to abate the confidence of the rebels by pcA>- 
lic declarations, and to weaken tbeir power by an oppo- 
sition to new supplies. This, in calmer times, and more 
than this, is done without fear ; but such was the acrimony 
of the Commons, that no method of obstrticting them wa^ 
safe. About the same time another design was formed by 
sir Nicholas Crispe, an opulent merchant in the city,^who 
gave and procured the king in his exigencies an hundred 
thousand pounds, and when he was driven from the royal 
exchange, raised a regiment and commanded it. flis ob- 
ject appears to have been to raise a militai-y force, but his 
design and Waller's appear to have been totally distinct. 

The discovery of Waller's design is variously related. 
In " Clarendon's History" it'is told, that a servant of Tom- 
kyns, lurking behind the hanging^ when bis master was in 
conference with Waller, heard enough to qualify him for 
an informer, and carried bis intelligence to Pym. A ma- 
nuscript, quoted in the " Life of Waller,** relates, that 
•* be was betrayed by bis sister Price, and her Presbyterian 
chaplain Mr. Goode, who stole some of his papers ; and, 
if be bad not strangely dreamed the night before that his 
sister bad betrayed him, and thereupon burnt the rest of 
his. papers by the fire that was in his chimney, he had cer- 
tainly lait hiff life by it,'* The question cannot be de- 
cided. It is not unreasonable to believe that the men in 
power, receiving intelligence from the sister, would em- 
ploy the servant of TomTcyns to Ksten at the conference. 


13 WALLER. 

that they might avoid an act so offensive as ibat of' de- 
stroying the brother by the sister's testimomy. 

The plot was published in the most terriBc manner. On 
the 31st of May (1643), at a solemn fast, when they were 
listening to t[)e sermon, a messenger entered the church, 
and communicated his errand to Pym, who whispered it to 
others tiiat were placed near him, and then went with them 
out of the church, leaving the rest in solicitude and amaze- 
inent. They immedicitely sent guards to proper places, 
and that night apprehended Tomkyns and Waller ; having 
yet traced nothing but that letters had been intercepted, 
from uh.cl) it appeared that the parliament and the city 
were soon to be delivered into the hands of the cavaliers, 
Tliey perhaps yet knew little themselves, beyond some 
general and indistinct notices. *^ But Waller," says Cla- 
rendon, ** was so ponfounded with fear and apprehension, 
that h(.' confessed whatever he bad said, heard, thought, or 
seen; all that he knew of himself, and all that he suspected 
of others, without concealing any person of what degree or 
quality soever, or any discourse that he had ever, upon any 
occasion, entertained with them: what such and such la* 
dies of great honour, to whom, upon the credit of his wit 
and ^reat reputation, he had been admitted, had spoken 
to him in their chambers upon the proceedings in the 
Houses, and how they had encouraged him to oppose them ; 
what correspondence and intercourse they had with some 
ministers of state at Oxford, and how they had con- 
veyed all intelligence thither." He accused the earl of 
Portland and lord Conway as co-operating in the trans* 
action ; and testified that the earl of Northumberland had 
declared himself disposed in favour of any attempt that 
might check the violence of the parliament, and reconcile 
them to the king. 

Tomkyns was seized on the same night with Waller, and 
appears likewise to have partaken^of his cowardici; for he 
gave notice of Crispe^s having obtaiiied from the king a 
commission of array, of which Clarendon never knew bow 
it was discovered. Tomkyns had buried it in his garden, 
wliere, by his direction, it was dug up; and thus the rebels 
obtained, what Clarendon confesses them to have bad, the 
original copy. It can raise no wonder that they formed 
one plot out of these two designs, however remote from 
each other, when they saw the same agent employed in 
both, and found the commission of array in the hands of 
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him who was employed in collecting the opinions and af- 
fections of his people. * 

. Of the plot, thus combined, they took care to make the 
roo$t» . They sent Pym among the citizens, to tell them 
of their imminent danger, and happy escape ; and inform 
them, that the design was, ^' to seize the lord mayor and 
all the committee of militia, and would not spare one of 
them.'* They drew up a vow and covenant, to be takefi 
by every member of either House, by which he declared 
bis detestation of all conspiracies against the parliament, 
mod bis resolution to detect and oppose them. They then 
appointed a day of thanksgiving for this wonderful de- 
livery ; which shut out, says Clarendon, all doubts whether 
there had been such, a deliverance, and whether the plot 
was real or fictitious. 

On June 1 1, the earl of Portland and lord Conway were 
committed, one to the custody of the mayor, and the other 
of the sheriff: but their lands and goods were not seized. 
Waller, however, was still to immerse himself deeper in 
ignominy. The earl of Portland and lord Conway denied 
the charge ; and there was no evidence against them but 
the confession of Waller, of which undoubtedly many would 
be inclined to question the veracity. With these doubts 
he was so much terrified, that he endeavoured to persuade 

* ** The plot," iayi May» " vat ance, and to destroy all these, who 

horrid, and could not possibly have should by authority uf Parliament be 

been put in execution without great their opposiers ; and by force of arms 

effusion of blood, as must needs ap- to resist all paym<>nt impotied by the 

pear by the particular branches of it, antbofity of both Houses for support 

which were confessed upon the exa- of those armies employed in their ''de- 

minatiooi of master Waller, master fence. *' Many other particulars there 

Tomkins, master Challoner, master were,'' continues Mr. May, " too te» 

TIassely master Biinkhorue, master dious to relate at large; as what sig- 

White, and others the chief actors of nals should bare been given to the 

it." That which appeared by the king's forces of borse t'> invade the 

Narrative declaration published by city; w!iat colours for difference those 

authority of Parliament, was to this of the p!ot should wear to be known 

effect; that 1. They sbonld seize in- to their fellows, and such like. Much 

to tlieir custody the king's children* heartened they were in this business 

S. To seize upon several members of by a commission of array sent from, 

^both Houses of ParliameiU, upon the Oxford at that time from the king to 

lord oMyor of London, and the com- them, and brought secrfftly to Lon« 

mittee of the militia there, under pre- dou by a lady, the lady Aubigny, 

teace of bringing them to legal trial, daughter to the earl of Suffolk, a wi- 

3. To leize upon all the city's out- dow ever since the batile of Keyntofi, 

woikli and forts, upon tlie tower of where the lord Aubigny her husband 

l^ndoD, and all the magazines, gates, was slain.- That commission of array 

and other places of importance in the was directed from the king to sir Ni. 

City. . 4. To let in the king^s forces, cholas Crispy, &Cj &c." 
to t.urprise the city with their assist- 
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Portland to a declaration like bi» own, by a letter which is 
extant in Fenton's edition of his works; but this bad very 
little effect: Portland sent (Jane 29) a letter to the Lords, 
to tell them, that be ^' is in custody, as be conceives, with** 
out any charge ; and that, by what Mr. Waller had threat- 
ened hitn with since be was imprisoned, be doth appre- 
hend a very cruel, long, and ruinoMs restraint : be there- 
fore prays, that he may not find the effects of Mr. Waller^s 
threats, a long and close imprisonment ; but may be speedily 
brought to a legal trial, and then be is confident the vanity 
and falsehood of those informatioas which have been given 
against bim will appear.'* 

Id consequence of this letter, the Lords ordered Port- 
land and Waller to be confronted ; when the one repeated 
bis charge, and the other his denial. The examination of 
the plot being continued (July 1,) Tbinn, usher of the 
House of Lords, deposed, that Mr. Waller having bad a 
conference with the lord Portland in an upper rooin, lord 
Portland said, when he came down, ** Do me tbe favour 
to tell my lord Northumberland, that Mr. Waller has e?c- 
tremely pressed me to save my own life and his, by throw- 
ing tbe blame upon the lord Conway and the earl of Nor- 
thumberland.'* Waller, in his letter to Poitland, tells him 
of the reasons which he could urge with resistless efficacy 
in a personal conference ; but he overrated his own ora- 
tory ; his reliemence, whether of persuasion or intreat}*, 
was returned* with contempt. One of his arguments with 
Portland is, that the plot is already known to a woman. 
This woman was doubtless lady Aubigny, who, upon this 
occasion, was committed to custody ; but who, in reality, 
when she delivered the commission of array, knew not* 
what it was, Tbe parliament then proceeded against the 
eonspirators, and Tomkyns*and Chaloner were hanged.. 
The earl of Northumberland, being too great for prosecu- 
tion,, was only once examined before the Lords. The earl 
of Portland and- lord Conway, persisting to deny the 
charge, and no testimony but Waller's yet appearing against 
them, were, after a long imprisonment, admitted to baiL 
Hassel, the king's messenger, who carried the letters to 
Oxford, died the night before his trial. Hampden escaped 

* Waller't inflfience at thii time feeliogs mnst btve beeo slrangety 

mtijit have beeo very low, when it bluntedf if be waa not seniible of tbe 

tarTed juit to save hit own life, but meanneis of bit own escape, aifd'tbe 

mo\ that of his luter'i husband } or bis disgrace now iniicted on has family. 
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deaxh, perhaps by the interest of bis family, but waa 
kept in prison to the end of bis life. They whosq naoiea 
were inserted in the comoiission of array were not ca- 
pitally punished, as it could not be proved tha^ they had 
consented to their own nomination : but they were consi- 
dered as malignanta, and their estates were seized. 

« Waller,*' says Clarendon, whom we have already 
quoted on this point, ** though confessedly the most guilty^ 
with incredible dissimulation, affected such a remorse of 
conscience, that bis trial was put oif, out of Christian com- 
passion, till he might recover his understanding,'* Wbafc 
use he made of this interval, with wliat Uberality and 
success he distributed flattery aud money, and how^ when 
he was brought (July 4) before the House, he confessed 
and lamented^ aud submitted and implored, may be read 
in the History of the Rebellion (B. vii.). The speech, to 
which Clarendon ascribes the preservation of his dear- 
bought life, u inserted in his works. The great historian, 
bovirever, seems to have been mistaken in relating that he 
prevailed in the principal part of bis supplication, not to 
be tried by a council of war; for, acgording to Wbitlock, 
be was by expulsion from the House abandoned to the tri- 
bunal which he so much dreaded, and, being tried and con- 
demoed^ was reprieved by Essex ; but after a year's im- 
prisonooeot, io which time resentment grew less acrimo^ 
iiious, paying a fine of ten thousand pounds, he was per- 
mitted to recollect himself in another country. Of his be- 
haviour i« this part of his life, Johnson justly says, it is not 
necessary to direct the reader's opinion. 

For the place of his exile he chose France, and stayed 
some time at Boan, where his daughter Margaret was born, 
Hho was afterwards his favourite, and his amanuensis. He 
then removed to Paris, where he lived with great splen^ 
dour aod hospitality; and from timeto time amused bicn- 
self with poetry, in which he sometimes speak» of the re- 
bels, and their usurpation, in the natural language of an 
houest man. At last it became necessary for his support, 
to sell his wife^s jewels, and being tlius reduced, he atli^ 
cited from Cromwell permission to return, and obtained it 
by the interest of colonel Scroop, to whom his sister was 
married. Upon the remains of his fortune he lived at 
Halibam, a bouse built by himself, very near to Beacons- 
Add, where his mother resided. His mother, though 
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related to Cromwell * and Hampden, was zealous for the 
royal cau&ey and when Cr6mwell visited her used to re- 
proach him ; he, in return, would throw a napkin Bt her, 
and say he would not dispute with his aunt ; but finding in 
lime that she acted for the king as well as talked, he made 
her a prisoner to her own daughter, in her own house. 
This daughter was Mrs. Price, who is said to have betrayed 
ber brother. 

Cromwell, now protector, received Waller, as his kins- 
man, to familiar conversation. Waller, as be used to re- 
late, found him sufficiently versed in ancient history ; and 
when any of his enthusiastic friends came to advise or con- 
sult him, could sometimes overhear him discoursing in the 
cant of the times ; hut, when he returned, he would say, 
** Cousin Waller, I must talk to these men in their own 
way,*' and resumed the common style of conversation. He 
repaid the Protector fur bis favours, in 165^^ by the famous 
panegyric, which has been always considered as the first 
of his poetical productions. His choice of encomiastic 
topics is very judicious ; for he considers Cromwell in hi^ 
exaltation, without inquiring how he attained it ; there is 
consequently, says Johnson, no mention of the rebel or 
(he regicide. All the former part of his hero's life is veiled 
with shades ; and, nothing is brought to view but the chief, 
the governor, the defender of England's honour, and the 
enlarger of her dominion. The act of violence by which 
be obtained the supreme power is lightly treated, and de- 
cently justified. In the poem on the war with Spain are 
some passages at least equal to the best parts of the pane- 
gyrick ; and, in the conclusion, the poet ventures yet a 
higher flight of flattery, by recommending royalty to Crom- 
well and the nation. Cromwell was very desirous, as ap- 
pears from his conversation, related by Whitlock, of add- 
ing the title to the power of monarchy, and is supposed to 
have been withheld from it partly by fear of the army, and 
partly by fear of the laws, which, when he should grn-crn 
by the name of king, would have restrained bis authority. 
The poem on the death of the Protector seems to have been 

* This seemi a mistake. What had of Crom«ell. Y<'t Mr. Noble statM 

given ritie to the notion that Waller that i he patriot IJampilcn wa« tirstcuu- 

was a relaiioD ofCromweU, was their sin boih to Cromwell and ho Waller* 

always calling cotutH, a usual custom and Cromwell therefore used to catl 

at that time, where any family con- Waller's mother auHt, ami Waller («i*- 

nenions *ere, though the paitiei were stn, . ». 

not actuaily allied.— Noble*» Memoirs ^ . . 
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lUctated bj real feneration. for his memory, for he had lit- 
tle to expect ; he had received nothing but his pardon from 
Cromwell, and -vvas not likely to ask any thing from those 
who should succeed him. 

Soon afterwards the restoration supplied him with another 
subject ; and he exerted his imagination, his elegance, and 
his melody, with equal alacrity, for Charles II. It is not 
possible, says Johnson, to read without some contempt and 
indignation, poeius of the same author ascribing the high- 
est degree oi power and pteiy to Charles I. then transferring, 
' the same power and pieti/ to Oliver Cromwell ; now invhing. 
Oliver to take the crown, and then congratulating Charlea 
II. on his recovered right. Neither Cromwell nor Charles 
could value his testimony as the effect of conviction, or. 
receive his praises as effusions of reverence; they could 
consider them but as the labour of invention, and the tri- 
bute of dependence. The '^ Congratulation,"' however, 
was considered a3 inferior in poetical merit to the Panegy- 
rick ; and it is reported, that, when the king told Waller 
of the disparity, be answered, *^ Poets, sir, succeed better 
in fiction than in truth.*' The Congratulation is, indeed^ 
not inferior to the Panegyrick, either by decay of genius, 
or for want of diligence ; but because Cromwell had done 
much, and Charles had done little. Cromwell wanted no- 
thing to raise him to heroic excellence but virtue; and 
virtue his poet thought himself at liberty to supply. Charles 
had yet only the merit of struggling without success, and 
suffering without despair. A life of escapes and indigence 
could supply poetry witli no splendid images. 

In the first parliament summoned by Charles the Second 
(March 8, 1661), Waller sat for Hastings in Sussex, and 
served for different places in all the parliaments in that 
reign. In a time when fancy and gaiety were the most 
powerful recommendations to regard, it is uot likely tha^ 
Waller was forgotten* He passed his tmt in the company 
that was highest, both in rank and wit, from which even 
his obstinate sobriety did not exclude him. Though he 
drank water*, be was enabled by bis fertility of mind to 
heighten the mirth of Bacchanalian assemblies ; and Mr. 
Saville said, that ** no man in England should keep him 

* Aubrey says, " He has bot a ten- at tbe water-stayres, be fell downe, and 

dtr weake body, bait wai always Tery bad a cruel M\. Twas pity to use 

lenipefat*— — -~ made bim dam- socb a sweet swan so inbomaDly/' 
Bab]jB drunke at Somerset House, where^ 
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company wUhoot drinfctng but Ned Waller,** Tbe 
given him by 8t. E? f eoond is a proof of bit tepatatioa ; f6r 
it was only by his reputation that be cooid be kouwn, as m 
writer^ to a man who, though he lined a great part of a 
long life npon an English pension, never condescended ta 
understand the language of thenaition that aaiatained hiBi» 
In parliament, Burnet says^ Waller <^ was the delight of 
the houaet and though old, said the lifeliest things of any 
among them*" His naiQe as a speaker often occurs ii» 
G>rey*s <* Debates," but Dr. Jobnsen, who examined them^ 
says be found no extracts that could be more quoted aa 
exhibiting sallies of gaiety that» cogency of argisment. He 
was, however, of such consideration, that his remarks were 
circalated and recorded ; nor did he sufiisr his repntation 
to die gradually away, which might easily happen in a 
long life ; but renewed his claiaa to poeticai distinction, av 
occasions were offered, either by public events, or private 
incidents ; aud contenting himself with the influence of bia 
muse, or losing quiet better than infltience, be never ac- 
qepted any office of magistracy. He was not, however,, 
without some attention to bis fortune ; for be asked from the 
king (ki 1665) the provostship of Eton college, and ob-> 
tained it ; but Clarendon refused to put the seal to the 
grant, alleging that it could be held only by a clergymaa. 
It is known that sir Hemy Wottoa qualiBed himself for it 
by deacon*s orders. 

To this opposition, the author of his life in the ^ Bio- 
graphia Britannica** imputes the violence and acrioMny 
with which Waller joined Buckingham's faction in the pro- 
secution of Clarendon. If this be trne, the niorive waa 
illiberal and dishonest, and shewed that tfiore than sixty 
years had not been able tcK teach him molality. His aooo* 
satioa.of Clarendon ia such as conscience can hardly be 
supposed to dictate without the help of malice. <^ We 
were to be governed by janizaries instead of parliameuli,. 
and are iti danger from a worse plot than that of the fifth of 
November ; then*, if the lords and commons had been de* 
Btroyed, there bad been a succession ; but here both had 
1>een destroyed fev ever.** This is the language of a man 
who is glad of an opportunely to rail, and ready to saciifie^. 
itruth to interest at one time, and to anger at another. 

▲ year after the chancellor's banishment another \l^^ 
cancygave him enconragement for anotberpetitieBferlibe 
provostship of fiton^ which the king referred ta the copncH^ 
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Wbo> nfter bearing the question argued br lawyers for tbrM 
dajSj determined that the office could be held only by a 
clergyman, according to the act of uniformity^ since the 
provosts had always received institution as for a parsonage 
from the bishops of Lincoln. The king then said^ he couM 
not break the law which he had made ; and another (Dr^ 
Cradock) was chosen. It is not known whether be asked 
Any thing more, but he continued obsequious to the conn 
through the rest of Charleses reigo. 

At the accession of king James» in 1685^ be was^ in bU 
eightieth year, chosen member for Saltash, iki Cornwall^ 
and wrote a ^* Presage of the downfall of the Turitish £m- 
|)ke/' which he presented to the king on bis butb-day. 
James treated him with kindness and fanUiarity^ of which 
instances are given by Fenton. One day, taking him int9 
ills closet, the king asked him bow he liked one of the 
pictures : " My eyes," said Waller, " are dim, and I dp 
not know it." The king said it was the princess of Orange. 
<^ She is," said Waller, '^ like the greatest woman in the 
world." The king asked who that was, and was answered, 
—queen Elizabeth. ^' I wonder,'' s^id the king, ''you should 
4bink so ; but, I must confess, she had a wise couneil." 
'' And, sir,'* said Waller, '< did you ever know a fool chiiie 
a wise one ?" When the king knew that he was about te 
marry his daughter to Dr. Birch, a clergyman, he ordered 
a French gentleman to tell him that ** the king wondered he 
could think of marrying his daughter to a falliBg diurcb.'* 
'' The king," said Waller, '' does me great honour, in ta* 
king notice of my domestic affairs ; but I have lived long 
enough to observe that this falling church has got a trick 
of rising again." He took notice to bis friends of tbe 
kingU conduct ; and said that '' be would be left like a 
whale upon the strand." Whether he was privy to any of 
the transactions which ended in the revolution, is sot . 
known. Hb heir joined the pHnce of Orange. 

Having now attained an age beyond which the laws of 
nature seldom aufier life to be extended, otherwise thau 
by a future state, he seems to have turned his mind upoA 
preparation for the decisive hour, and therefore conse- 
crated his poetry to devotion. It is pleasing to discover 
that his piety was without weakness ; diat his inteUecCQal 
powers continvwd vigorous ; and that the linea which be 
cdmposed when he, for age, could neither read nor tnrite, 
are not inferior to the effusions of his youth. Towards the 
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decline of lifei he bought a small house, with a IfttTe lancT^ 
at Coie^hill ; and said, *< he should be glad to die, like thi^ 
stagy where he was roused.*^ This, however, did not hap- 
pen. When he was at Beaconsfield be found his legs 
swelled, and went to Windsor, where sir Charles Scar- 
borough then attended the king, requesting him, as both 
a friend and a physician, to teit him what that swelling 
meant. " Sir," answered Scarborough, ** your blood wilt- 
run no longer." Waller repeated some lines of Virgil, and 
went borne to die. 

As the disease increased upon him, he composed himselT 
for his departure ; and calling upon Dr. Birch to give him 
the holy sacrament, he desired his children to take it witb 
him, and made an earnest declaration of his faith in Chris- 
tianity. It now appeared what part of his convei-sation- 
with the great could be remembered with delight. He 
related, that being present when the duke of Buckingham 
talked profanely before king Charles, he said to him, 
** My Lord, I am a great deal older than your Grace, and 
have, I believe, heard more arguments for Atheism than 
ever your Grace did ; but I have lived long enough to see 
there is nothing in them ; and so I hope yoitr Grace will.*^ 

He died October 21, 1687, and was buried at Beacons- 
iield, with a monument erected by his son's executors, fot* 
which Rymer wrote the inscriptions on four sides. He left 
several children by his second wife ; of whom, his daugh- 
ter was married to Dr. Birch. Benjamin, the eldest son,, 
was disinherited, and sent to New Jersey as wanting com*- 
mon understanding. Edmund, the second son, inherited 
the estate, and represented Agmondesham in parliament^ 
but at last turned Quaker. William, the third son, was a 
merchant in London. Stephen, the fourth, educated at 
New college, Oxford, was an able civilian, and died Feb. 
22, 1707, while the articles for the union of the British 
kingdoms, which he had contributed to frame and improve^ 
were under parliamentary consideration. There is said to 
bare been a fifth, but we have no account of him. Wal« 
ler^s descendants still reside at Beaconsfield, in the greatest 
affluence. 

The character ef Waller, both morah and intellectuar, 
has been drawn by Clarendon, to whom he was familiarly 
known, with nicety, which certainly none to whom he wa« 
not known can presume to emulate. ** Edmund Waller,*^ 
99y% that excellent historian, *^ was bom to a very fait 
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^sUte^ by the parsimony or frugality of a wise fatber and 
mother ; and he thought it so commendabie an advantage, 
that he resolved to improve it with the utmost care, upon 
tvbich in his nature he was too much intent ; and, in order 
to that, he was so much reserved and retired, that be was 
scarcely ever heard of till by his address and dexterity be 
had gotten a very rich wife in the city, against all the re- 
commendation, and countenance, and authority, of tfae 
court, which was thoroughly engaged on the behalf o£ Mr. 
Crofts; and which used to be successful in that age against 
any opposition. He had the good fortune to have an alli- 
ance and friendship with Dr. Morley, who had assisted and 
instructed him in the reading many good books, to which 
his natural parts and promptitude inclined him, especially 
the poets ; and, at the age when other men used to givfi 
over writing verses (for he was near thirty years of age 
when he first engaged himself in that exercise, at least 
that he was known to do so), he surprized the town with 
two or three pieces of that kind ; as if a tenth Muse bad 
been newly born to cherish droo{)ing poetry. The doctor 
at that time brought him into that company which was 
most celebrated for good conversation ; where he was re* 
ceived and esteemed with great applause and respect* 
He was a very pleasant discourser, in earnest and in jest; 
and therefore very grateful to all kind of company, where 
he was not the less esteemed for being very rich. He had 
been even nursed in parliaments, where he sat when he 
was very young ; and so, when they were resumed again 
(after a long intermission), he appeared in those assemblies 
with great advantage ; having a graceful way of speakings 
and by thinking much upon several arguments (which his 
temper and complection, that had much of melancholic, 
inclined him to) be seemed often to speak upon the sud- 
den, when the occasion had only administered the oppor- 
tunity of saying what he had thoroughly considered, which 
gave a great lustre to all he said, which yet was rather of 
delight than weight. There needs no more be said to ex- 
tol the excellence and power of bis wit, and pleasantness 
of bis conversation, than that it was of magnitude enough 
to cover a world of very great faults ; that is, so to cover 
them that they were not taken notice of to his reproach ; 
viz. a narrowness in his nature to the lowest degree; an 
abjectness and want of courage to support him in any vir- 
i.uous undertaking ; an insinuating and servile. flattery, to 
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the height the vainest and most imperious nature could he 
contented with ; that it preserved and won his life from 
those who were most resolved to take it, and on an occa* 
sioD in which he ought to have been ambitious to have lost 
it; and then preserved him again from the reproach and 
contempt that was due to him for so preserving it, and for 
vindicating it at such a price, that tt had power to recon- 
cile him to those whom he bad most offended and pro- 
voked ; and continued to bis old age with that rare felicity, 
that his company was acceptable when his spirit was 
odious ; and be was at least pitied, where he was most de- 
tested.'* 

Such is the account of Clarendon ; on which it may not 
be improper, says Dr. Johnson, to make some remarks, 
'^ He was very little known till be bad obtained a rich wife 
in the city.** He obtained a rich wife about the age of 
tbree-and-twenty ; an age, before which few men are con- 
spicuous much to their ac(vantage. He was known, how- 
ever, in parliament and at court; and, if he spent part of 
his time in privacy, it is not unreasonable to suppose that . 
he endeavoured the improvement of his mind as well as of 
his fortune. That Clarendon might misjudge the motive 
of his retirement is the more probable, because he has evi- 
dently mistaken the commencement of his poetry, which 
he supposes him not to have attempted before thirty. As 
his first pieces were perhaps not printed, the succession of 
his compositions -was not known ; and Clarendon, who 
cannot be imagined to have been very studious of poetry, 
did not rectify his first opinion by consulting Waller*s book. 
Clarendon observes also, that be was introduced to the 
Wits of the age by Dr. Morley ; but the writer of his Life 
reitates that be was already among them, when, hearing a 
noise in the street, and inquiring the cause,^ they found a 
8#D of Ben Jonson under an arrest. This was Morley, 
whom Waller set free at the expence of 100/. took him 
into the country as director of his studies, and then pro- 
cured him admission into the company of the friends of 
literature. But of this fact, says Johnson, Clarendon had 
a nearer knowledge than the biographer, and is therefore 
more to be credited. 

Of the laxity of bis political principles, and the weak- 
hess of his resolution, he experienced the natural effect, 
b^ losing the esteem of every party. From Cromwell he 
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Imd Doly kU recall ; and from Cbarlcs the Secand^ vho 
delighted io bis company, .be obtained only the pardon of 
hk relation Hampden^ and the safety of Hampden's son. 
As far as conjecture can be made from the whole of bia 
writing, and his conduct, he was habitually and deliber- 
ately a friend to monarchy. His deviation towards demo^ 
cracy proceeded from his connection with Hampden^ for 
whose sake be prosecuted Crawley with great bitterneaa; 
and the invective which he pronounced on that occasion 
was so popalar, that twenty thousand copies are said by 
his biographer to have been sold in one day. It is coa« 
fessed that his faults stiil left him many friends, at least 
many companions* His convivial power of pleasing is 
universally acknowledged j but those who conversed with 
him intimately, found him not only passionate^ especially 
in his old age, but resentful ; so that the interposition erf 
friends was sometimes necessary. His wit and his poetry 
naturally connected him with the polite writers of his time; 
he was joined with lord Buckhurst in the translation of 
Corneille*s Pompey ; and is said to have added his help ta 
that of Cowley in the original draught of the Rehearsal. 

The care of his fortune, which Clarendon imputes to 
him in a degree little less than criminal, was either not 
constant or not successful 5 for, having inherited a patri- 
mony of three thousand five hundred pounds a year in the 
time of James the First, and augmented it at least by one 
wealthy marriage, he left, about the time of the revolution, 
an income of not more than twelve or thirteen hundred ; 
which, when the different value of money is reckoned, will 
be found perhaps not more than a fourth part of what he 
once possessed. Of this diminution, part was the conse- 
<]oence of the gifts which he was forced to scatter, and 
the fine which he was condemned to pay at the detec*- 
tioo of his plot ; and if his estate, as is related in his Life, 
was sequestered) he had probably contracted debts wheu 
be lived in esltile ; for we are told, that at Paris he lived in 
splexxiior, and was the only Englishman, except the lord 
S^ Alban's, that kept a table. His unlucky plot com- 
pelled him to sell a thousand a year ; of the waste of the 
rest there is no account, except that he is confessed by his 
biographer to have been a bad oeconomist. He seems to 
have deviated froai the common practice ; to have been a 
lioarder in bis first years, and a squanderer in his last. 
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/ Of his course of studies, or choice of books, frothing 
is known more than that he professed himself unable to 
read Chapman's translation of Homer without rapture. 
His opinion concerning the duty of a poet is contained in 
his declaration, that *' he would blot from his works any 
line, that did not contain some motive to virtue.*' For his 
merit as a poet, we may refer with confidence to Johnson, 
whose life of Waller we have generally followed in the 
preceding sketch, and on which he appears to have be- 
stowed, more than usual pains, and is in his facts more than 
usually accurate. English versification, it is universally 
Allowed, is greatly indebted to Waller, and he is every 
where elegant and gay. To his contemporaries he must 
have appeared more rich in invention, than modern critics 
are disposed to allow, because, as Johnson observes, they 
have found his novelties in later books, and do not know 
or inquire who produced them first. Dr. Warton thinks it 
remarkable that Waller never mentions Milton, whose Co- 
mus, and smaller poems, preceded his own; and he acr 
counts for this by Milton's poetry being unsuitable to the 
French taste on which Waller was formed *, 

From Aubrey, quoted in the preceding notes, we may 


* Some light is tbrovn on this sub- 
ject by bishop Atterburyi who was the 
editor of the edition of Waller's Pofons 
printed ia 1690, and speaks thos in 
the preface : 

" Waller commends no poet of his 
times that was in any degree a rival 
to him, neither Denham, uor Cowley, 
nor Drydrn, nor Fairfax himself, to 
whose Tersification he owes so much, 
and upon whose turn of verse he 
founded his own. Sir John Suckling 
he writes against, and seems pleased 
■in exposing the many false thoughts 
there art in his copy of verses ** Against 
Fruition;'' and, besides, he well knew 
the advantage he bad of sir John ; par- 
ticularly in that sort of rerse and man- 
ner of writing. He has copies in prais^ 
of the translator of G ratios, Mr. Wase 
(I think), sir William Davenant, Mr. 
Sandys, and Mr. Evelyn : he knew 
their reputation would not hurt his own. 
Ben Jonson and Fletcher he commends 
in good narnest ; tt^eir dramatic works 
gave him no pain i that sort of writing 
he never pretended to. Denham's high 
compliment to Waller in hii ** Cooper's 
^i\V' deserved some returo. 


* f* Mr. Waller has praised Chaucer, 
and borrowed a fine allusion to prince 
Arthur's Shield, and the name of Glo- 
riana, from Spenser j but he was not 
much conversant in or beholding to 
either. Milton's Poem came not forth 
till Mr. Waller was above sixty years 
cid, aiidj as I suppose, he had no ta^te 
for his manner of writing. 

** There are bnt few things in WaHer 
that shew his acquaintance with the 
Latin; fewer still that would make one 
think him acquainted with the Greek 
poets. Somewhat of the Mythology 
he knew; but that might be no deeper 
than Ovid's Metamorphoses. Some 
allusions to several parts of the /Eneid, 
the story of it 1 m^n, for as to (be 
language be has copied liitle of it. 
Had he been a perftHSt master of Vir- 
gil, bis Latiu phrase would have crept 
every where into Waller's English ; as 
we see it does in Dryden's writings 
(who yet was far from being a perfect 
master of him). As for bis doud'Con^- 
peliingt and two or three more com- 
pound wordS) I believe he went not tq 
the original for them, but to sooif 
tran»latioD> perhaps Cbspmao*s,'^ 
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■elect a few more particulars of Waller. Speaking of 
plot, he says, << He bad iniich ado then to save his life; 
snd in order to it, sold his estate, in Bedfordshire, about 
1 3001. per aim. to Dr. Wright, M. D. for 10,000/. (much 
under value) wbi^ch was procured in twenty-fours time, or 
else he had been hanged. With this money he bribed the 
House, which was the first time a House of^ Commons was 
ever bribedV « His intellectuals are very good yet (1680), 
but he growes feeble. He is somewhat above a middle 
stature, thin body, not at all robust i fine thin skin, his 
face somewhat of an olivaster : his hayre frized, of a 
brownish colour; full eie, popping out and workinge, ovall 
fiiced, his forehead high and full of wrinkles. His head 
but small, hraine very hott, and apt to be choierique. 
Siuanio doctiusy eo iracundior. Cic. He is somewhat ma«» 
gisteriakl, and hath received a great mastership of the Eng- 
lish language. He is of admirable elocution, and grace- 
ful, and exceeding ready.'* — ^' Notwithstanding his great 
witt and maixteresse in rhetorique, &c. he will oftentimes 
be guilty of mispelling in English. He writes a lamenta- 
ble hand, as bad.as the scratching of a ben."' 

WALLEK (Sir William), an eminent parliamentary 
general, was born in 1597. He was descended, as well as 
the preceding poet, from the ancient family of the Wal- 
lers of Spendhurst, in the county of Kent; and received 
at Magdalen-ball and Hart-hall, Oxford, his first educa- 
tion, which he afterwards completed at Paris. He began 
his military career in the service t)f the confederate princes 
against the emperor, in which he acquired the reputation 
of a good soldier, and upon his return home, was distin- 
guished with the honour of knighthood. He was three 
times married ; first to Jane, daughter and heiress of sir 
Richard Reynell, of Ford in Devonshire, by whom 'be had 
one daughter, Margaret, married to sir William Courtenay 
of Powderham castle, ancestor of the present lord viscount 
Courtenay ; secondly, to the lady Anne Finch, daughter 
of the first earl of Winchelsea, by whom he had one son, 
William, who was afterwards an active magistrate for the 
county of Middlesex, and a strenuous opposer of all the 
measures of king Charles the Second's government ; and 

1 PcDtoo's Life.— JobDsoD*! Poett.--Biog. Brit— Letteri by Emineat Per- 
sons — Duroet's owo Times.-^Clareodon'i tiife aod Hiitory.-v^Noble'y Memoir* 
#>f Cromwe V Vol. H. p. 66. 


U WALLER: 


daughter, Anne, married to sir Pbili{> Harcoart, frbm 
wbom is, descended the present earl of that name. Of the 
family o^sir Wilitam^s third wife, we are not informed. 

Sir William Waller was elected a member of the long 
parliament for Andover; and having suffered under the 
severity of the star-cbamber, on the occasion of a private 
qaarrel with one of bis wife's relations, as well as imbibed 
in the course of his foreign service early and warm pr^u-r 
dices in favour of the presbyterian discipline, be becapM a 
determined opponent of the court. While employed at 
the head of the parliamentary forxses, under the earl of 
Essex, he was deputed to the command of the expeditioti 
against Portsmouth, when colonel Goring, returning lo bia 
duty, declared a resolution of holding that garrison for bis 
majesty. In this enterprise, sir William conduofeed himself 
with such vigour and ability, that be reduced the garrison 
in a shorter time and upon better terms than could have 
been expected ; and afterwards obtained the direction of 
several other expeditions, in which he likewise proved re* 
markablysuccessful. After many signal advantages, bow- 
ever, he sustained some defeats by the king's forces, par* 
ticularly at Roundway Down near the Devizes, and at 
Cropready- bridge in Oxfordshire. On each of those occa« 
sions, the blame was thrown by him on the jealousy of 
other officers ; and neither the spirit nor the judgment of 
bis own operations were ever questioned. The indepen- 
dents, wbo were becoming tbe strongest party, both in 
the army and the parliament, had wished bim to become 
their general, on terms which, either from conscience or 
military honour, he could not comply with. By the fa* 
mous self-denying ordinance he was removed from bis 
command, but still maintained so great an influence and 
reputation in the army, as rendered bim not a little for- 
midable to the rising party ; and he was thenceforth con* 
aidered as a leader of the presbyterians c^inst the designs 
pf the independents. He was one of the eleven members 
impeached of high treason by tbe army; This forced him to 
withdraw for some time ; but be afterwards resumed his 
seat in parliament, until, in 1648, with fifty others, be 
was expelled by tbe army, and all of them committed to 
different prisons, on suspicion of attachment to the royal 
cause. He was afterwards committed to custody on suspi- 
cion of being engaged in sir George Booth's insurrection, 
in Aog. 1658, 'but in November was released upon bail. 
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In Feb« 1 659 he was nominated one of the cooncil of lU^^i 
and waf elected one of the repreflentativea of Middletex, ift 
the pariiament which began April 95, 1660. He died at 
Oaterley-park in Middlesexi Sept. 19, 1668, and was bu«* 
ried in the chape) tn Toifaill*str»et, Westminster. Mr, 
Sewjard rery erroneously says he was buried in the Ab« 
bey-chnrch at Bath. It i)i bis first wife who was buricil 
there, but there is a monuoienlal statue of sir WiUiaoi^ aa 
well as of the lady, which perhaps occasioned the misteke^ 
There is a tradition that when James II. visited the Abb^, 
he defaced the nose of sir William upon this monoment^ 
which Mr. Warner in his ** History of Bath** allows to h% 
defaced, but Mr. Seward asserts that ** there appear at 
present no traces* of any disfigurement." Of a circaoi- 
stance so easily ascertaiped, it is singular there should be 
two opinions. Anthony Wood gives, as the literary per«> 
Ibrmances of sir William Waller^ some of bis letters and 
dbpatches respecting bis victories, but the only article 
which seems to belong to that class is his ** Divine medita** 
tions upon several occasions ; with a daily directory,*' Lend, 
1660, 8vo. These were written during his retirement, and 
give a very faithful picture of his honest sentiments, and 
of bis frailties and failings. Wood also mentions his ^^ Vin- 
dication for taking up arms against the king,*' left behind 
in manuscript, in which state it remained until 1793, 
when it was published under the title of ** Vindication of 
the Character and Conduct of sir William Waller, knight; 
commander in chief of the parliament forces in the West : 
explanatory of his conduct in taking up arms against king 
Charles I. Written by himself. And now first published 
from the original m.inuscript. With an introduction bv the 
editor," 8vo. The MS. came from on^ of the noble fami- 
lies descended from him. It appears to be written with 
great sincerity, as well as precision, and contains many in- 
teresting particulars, relative to the democratical parties 
which struggled for superiority after the king had fallen 
4nto their power. The style seems to bear a stronger re- 
semblance to that of the age of James the First, or his im- 
mediate predecessor^ than to the mode of composition 
generally practised in England about the middle of the last 
eentury. If any thing can confirm the declaration that sir 
WilliMD was actuated solely by disinterested motives, it is 
the veneration which he professes to entertain for the con- 
atitation of bis country. Be avom^bimself a sincere friead 
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to the British form of gOTeroment, consisting of king, lords, 
and commons ; and it appears, that, from the beginning, 
bis imputed apostacy from the cause of public freedom,, or 
rather of democratical tyranny, ought justly to be ascribed 
to the cabals of tlie republican leaders, and not to any 
actual change which bad ever taken place in bis own senti- 
ments. The volume, indeed, is not only valuable as an 
ingenuous and explicit vindication, but as a composition 
abounding with shrewd observations, and rendered inte* 
resting by the singular manner, as well as the information 
of the author, who seems to have been no less a man of 
vivacity and good sense, than of virtue and learning.^ 

WALLIS (John), an eminent English mathematician, 
jnras born Nov. 23, 1616, at Ashford in Kent, of which 
place his father of the same names was then minister*, but 
did not survive the birth of this his eldest son above six 
years, lie was now left to the care of his mother, who 
purchased a bouse at Ashford for the sake of the education 
of her chirdren, and placed him at school there, until the 
pliague, which broke out in 1625, obliged her to remova 
him to Ley Green, in the parish of Tenterden, under the 
tuition of one James Movat or Mouat, a native of Scot-* 
land, who instructed him in grammar. Mr. Movat, says 
Dr. Wallis, ^' was a very good schoolmaster, and his scho- 

* Mr. Wallis was fon of Robert and and other occasional sermons, and his 
EUen Wallis of Thingdon (nr, as it is catechising and otherwise instrueiiog 
viutUy pronounced, Fyenden) in the the younger sort, he did, with soooe of 
county of Northaropton, and was born the nosit enoinent neighbouring minis- 
there in January 1587, and baptized ters, mainlain a week-day lecture, on 
the 18th of that month. He was edu- Satcrday, their market-day ; which wat 
cated in Trinity college in Cambridge, moch frequented, beside a numeroui 
where he took the degrees of R. A. and auditory of others, by very many of 
M. A. and about the same time eu- the neighbour-ministers, the justices 
tered into hoty orders, in the reign of the peace, and others of the gentry; 
of queen Elizabeth. Toward the end who after sermon did use to dine at an 
of that queen's reign he was made mi- ordinary, and there confer, as there 
nister of Ashford, a market- town in was occasion, about such affairs as 
Kentf where he continued the re- might concern the welfare and good 
IDainder of his life in great esteem and government of that town and the parti 
reputation, not only in that town and adjacent, wherein they were respec- 
parishy but with the clergy, gentry, tively conoerned." He died at Ashf> 
and nobility, round about. '* He waf," ford November 30, and was buried De> 
says Dr. Wallis, "a pious, prudent, cemberyS, 1622. By his wife Joanna, 
learned, and orthodox divine, an emi- daughter of Heniy and Sarah Chap* 
neat and diligent preacher; and with man of Oodmersham in Kent, he had 
.his prudent carriage kept that great three sons ; John, the eldest, the sub- 
town in very good order, and promoted ject of this article, Henry and Wil- 
piety to a great degree. Beside hit liam ; and two daoghten, Sarah and 
preaching twice on the Lord's Day, Ellen. 

A At|i. Ox. TO). II.— VindicalioD of Sir W. WaUer.— Critical Review, n$3» 


W A L L I S. 2f 

lar I continued For divers years, i|nd was by him well 
grounded in the technical part of grammar, so as to under- 
Ktand the rules add the grounds and reasons of such rules, 
with the use of them in such authors, as are usually read 
in grammar schools : for it was always my affectation even 
from a child, in all parts of learning or knowledge, not 
merely to^learn by rote, which is soon forgotten, but to 
know the grounds or reasons of what I learn, to inform my 
judgment as well as furnish my memory, and thereby make 
a better impression on both." In 1630 he lost this in- 
structor, who was engaged to attend two young gentlemen 
on their travels, and would gladly have taken his pupil 
Wallis with them ; but his mother not consenting on account 
of his youth, be was sent to Felsted school in Essex, of 
%Thich the learned Mr. Martin Holbeach was then master. 
During the Christmas holidays in 1631, he went home to 
his mother at Ashford, where finding that one of his bro- 
thers had been learning to cypher, he was inquisitive to 
know what that meant, and applying diligently was ena^ 
bled to go through all the rules with success, and prose- 
cuted this study at spare hours on his return to Felsted, 
where also he was instructed in the Latin, Greek, and He- 
brew tongues, and in the rudiments of logic, music, and 
the French language. 

In 1632 he was sent to Cambridge, and admitted of 
Emanuel college, under the tuition iBrst of Mr. Anthony 
Burgess, afterwards rector of Sutton Colfield ; next of 
Thomas Horton, afterwards master of Queen's college, and 
lastly of the celebrated Benjamin Whichcot. It is not im- 
probable that he had his divinity from the first two, and 
somewhat of his style from the last of these tutors. At his 
first entran'ce upon academical studies, he was reconciled 
to having staid a year or two longer at school than appeared 
necessary, or than he liked, since he found that owing to 
the knowledge he had accumulated in that time, he was 
now able to keep pace with those who were some years his 
seniors. " 1 found," he says, " that beside the improve- 
ment of what skill I had in Latin, Greek, and Hebrew lan- 
guages (which I pursued with diligence), and other philo- 
logic studies, my first business was to be the study of logic. 
In this I soon became master of a syllogism, as to its struc- 
ture and the reason of its consequences, however crypti'- 
cally proposed, so as not easily to be imposed on by falla- 
cious or false syllogisms^ when I was to answer or defend ; 
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Md to maoitg^ an argument with good advauti^e^ wbeii i 
was to argue or oppose; and to distinguish ambigupas 
ifords or seatences^ as there was occasion ; and was able to 
hold pace with those, who were some years my seniors, 
and bad obtained the reputation of a good disputant. And 
indeed I had the good bap aU along, both at, school and in 
the university, . to be reputed (if not equal) not much in- 
ferior to those of the best of my rank. From logic I pro«- 
i:eeded to.ethics, physics, and metaphysics (consulting the 
schoolmen on such points), according to the methods of 
philosophy then in fashion in that university. And I took 
into the speculative part of physic and anatomy, as part^i 
,af natural philosophy ; and, as Dr. Glisson (then public 
professor of physic in that university) hath since xold me, I 
WAS the first of bis sons, who, in a public disputation, 
maintained the circulation of the blood, which was then a 
Aew doctrine, though I had no design of practising physic. 
And I had then imbibed the principles of what they now 
call the new philosophy ; for I made no scruple of divert- 
ing from the common road of studies then in fashion to anjr 
part of useful learning ; presuming that knowledge is np 
burthen ; and, if of any part thereof I should afterwards 
have no occasion to make use, it would at least do me no 
hurt ; and what of it I might or might not have occasion 
for, I could not then foresee. On the same account I di« 
verted also to astronomy and geography, as parts of natural 
philosophy, and to other parts of mathematics ; though at 
that time they were scarce looked upon with us as acade- 
mical studies then in fashion. As to divinity, on which I 
had an eye from the first, I had the happiness of a strici 
and religious education all along from a child. Whereby 
I was not only preserved from vicious courses, and ac* 
quainted with religious exercises, but was early instructed 
in the principles of religion and catechetical divinity, and 
the frequent reading of scripture and other good books, 
;ind diligent attendance on serpnons : and whatever oihetr 
studies 1 followed, I was careful not to neglect this : and 
became timely acquainted with systematic and polemic di- 
vinity, and had the repute of a good proficient therein/' 
The length of this extract we trust will be excused, as it 
U but seldom we attain that interesting part of biography, . 
the progress of early studies. 

Soon after his admittance into Emanuel college, be wu 
chosen of the fouodation, and admitted a scholar of the 
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koo0e, hM by tfae ptatutes be was incapable of a fellowebip^ 
k being iKovided tbat tbere $bottld not be more than on^i 
feUonr of the Mjne county at the aame tifne^ and there wa» 
alcearfy one of the county of Kent, Mr. Wellar, who ooa* 
tMMied in the college long after Mr. Waliis left it Wallis, 
however, was to highly e&teeoaed by the society, that when 
be declared his design of leaving the college, Dr. Ricbarid 
Holdswiortby then master, and tb^ fielbws, had a con&ulta* 
tioB about founding a new fellowship on his account, thaX 
be might not reooove from them. But the times growing 
confused, there was no room for executing such a design, 
and Mr. Waliis removed to Queen's college in Cambridge, 
where he was chosen IIbIIow, aud continued so, lill by bis 
marriage he vacated bis fellowship. In Hilary term liS;i6<»7, 
he tocdc the degree of bachelor of arts, and about four years 
after that of master ; and then removjed to Queeo's, pn>» 
haMy id consequence of the interest of Dr. Horton, bis &r» 
flier titter, and now master of that college. 

Being designed for the church, he had studied divioitj 
with gfeat care, and now was admitted to holy orders by 
Dr. Walter Curie, bishop of Winchester. In 1641 be left 
allege to be cbsfplain to sir William Darley, at Boster* 
cnudb in Yorkshire. In the following year he acted in thf 
same oapaoity to lady Vere^ widow of sir Horatio Vere. It 
was during her occasional residence in London that be was 
eo^led to discover bis surprising talent in decyphering } 
and as this had an imporiant effect on his future life and 
fame, it may be necessary to give his own account of the 
discovery. *' About the beginning of our civil wars, in the 
year 1642, a chaplain of sir William Waller's, one evening 
as we were sitting down to supper at the lady Vere's in 
London, with whom I theu dwelt, shewed me an inters* 
oeptod letter written in cypher. He slxewed it me as a cu* 
riosity (and it was indeed the &'st tiling I bad ever seen 
isvitten in cyphers), and asked me, between jest and ear*- 
nest, whether I could Biake any thing of it ; and he was 
surprized, when I said, upon the first view, perliaps I might, 
if it proved no more but a new alphabet. It was about teu 
o'clock, when we rose from supper. I then withdrew to 
oiy chamber to consider it ^ and by the number of different 
chiaracters therein (not above 22 or 23) I judged, that it 
could not be more than a new alphabet, and in about two 
bautt time, before I went tp bed, I had decypbered it ; 
and I jeat A copy of it so decypbered the next morning to 
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bim from whom I bad it. And this was my first attempt at 
decyphering. This unexpected success on an easy cypher 
was then looked upan as a great matter; and I was some- 
wfaile after pressed to attempt one of another nature, which 
was a letter of Mr. secretary Windebank, then in France, 
to his son in England, in a cypher hard enough, and not 
unbecoming a secretary of state. It was in numeral figures, 
extending in number to above seven hundred, with many 
other characters intermixed ; but not so hard as many that 
I have since met with. I was backward ^t first to atten>pt 
it, and after I bad spent some time upon it, threw it by as 
desperate ; but after some months resumed it again, and 
had the good hap to master it. Being encouraged by this 
success beyond expectation, I afterwards ventured on many 
others, some of more, some of less difficulty ; and scarce 
missed of any that I undertook for many years, during our 
civil wars, and aftierwards. But of late years the French 
methods of cypher are grown so intricate beyond what it 
was wont to be, that I have failed of mariy, tho' I have mas- 
tered divers of them. Of such decyphered letters there 
be copies of divers remaining in the archives of the Bod- 
leian library in Oxford, and many more in my own custody, 
and with the secretaries of state.^' The copies of decy- 
phered letters, mentioned by Dr. Wallis to be in the ar- 
chives of the Bodleian library, were reposited by him there 
in 1653, aud are in the doctor's own hand-writing, with 
a memorandum at the beginning, to this purpose : ** A 
collection of several letters and other papers, which were 
at several times intercepted, written in cypher, decyphered 
by John Wallis, professor of geometry in the university of 
Oxford ; given to the public library there,*' anno domini 
1653. This part of our author's skill gave him afterwards 
no small trouble, and might possibly have been of very bad 
consequences to him, had he not had some friends in power, 
particularly the earl of Clarendon and sir Edward Nicholas 
secretary of state, who valued him. for bis great learning 
and integrity, and were sensible of his aflbction for the. 
royal family, and his loyalty to the king, and the many 
good services he had done his majesty before the restora- 
tion. The doctor's enemies soon after the restoration en- 
deavoured to represent him as an avowed enemy to the 
royal family ; and to prove this they reported, that be had 
during the civil wars decyphered king Charles I.'s letters 
taken in his cabinet at Naseby ; and that the letters so de<» 
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Cyphered by him were to be seen in the books of cyphers, 
ivhicb our author had given to the university. This. re* 
port being revived upon the accession of king James IL to 
the crown,, the doctor wrote a letter in his own vindication 
to his great friend Dr. John Fell) bishop of Oxlford^ dated 
April $9 16S5 ; which was as follows : 
« My Lord, 
^< I understand there have of late been complaints made 
of me, that I decyphered the late king^s letters, meaning 
those taken in the late king's cabinet at Naseby-fight, and 
after printed. As to this, without saying any thing, whe* 
ther it be now proper to repeat what was done above forty 
years ago, the thing is quite otherwise. Of those letter* 
and papers (whatever they were) I never saw any one of 
them but in print ; nor did those papers, as I have been 
told, need any decyphering at all, either by me. or any 
body else, being taken in words at length just as they were 
printed, save that some of them were, I know not by whom, 
translated out of French into English, 'Tis true, that af- 
terwards some other letters of other persons, which had 
been occasionally intercepted, were brought to my hands ; 
some of which I did decypher, and soifne of them I did not 
think fit to do, to the displeasing of some, who were then 
great men. And I managed my selfe in that whole busi* 
ness by such measures, as your lordship, I think, would 
not bee displeased with, I did his majesty who then was 
(king Charles the first) and his friends many good offices, 
as I had opportunity both before and after that king's death } 
and ventured farther to do them service^ than perhaps some 
of those, who now cofnplaine of mee, would have had the 
courage to do, had tliey been in my circumstances. And 
I did to his late majesty, k. Charles the second, many good 
services both before and since his restauration, which him- 
aelfe has been pleased divers times to profess to mee with 
great kindnes. And if either my lord chancellor Claren« 
don, or Mr. secretary Nicholas, or his late majesty, were 
BOW alive, they would give mee a very different character 
from what, it seemes, some others have done. And I 
thinke his majesty that now is knowes-somewhat of it, and 
soQie other persons of honour yet alive, &c.'' 

In our authorities are other proofs of bis innocence in this 

matter; but we presume it cannot be denied that he had been 

of service to the republican.governmentby this peculiar ta-^ 

lent He bad always joined with them, and in 1653 he had 
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the sequestered living of St. Gabriel, Fenchurcb-stree^ 
grained to bim. The same year he published in 4to, 
«< Truth tried ; or, Animadversions on the Lord Brooke's 
« Treatise of the nature of Truth'.'* His mother dying this 
year he became possessed of a handsome fortune. In 
1644 he was appointed one of the scribes or secretagries to 
the assembly of divines at Westminster, to whose conduct 
and views he gives a very different colouring from what w« 
meet with in most of the publications of that time. " The 
parliament," he asserts, « had a great displeasure against 
the order of bishops, or rather not so much against the 
order, as the men, and against the order for their sakes ; 
and had resolved upon the abolition of episcopacy as it then 
stood, before they were agreed what to put instead of it ; 
and did then convene this assembly to consult of some' 
other form to be suggested to the parliament, to be by 
them set up, if they liked it, or so far as they should like 
it. The divines of this assembly were, for the generality 
of them, conformable, episcopal men, and had generally 
the reputation of pious, orthodox, and religious protes- 
tants ; and (excepting the seven intlependents, or, as they 
were called dissenting brethren) I do not know of any non- 
conformist among them as to the legal conformity then re- 
quired. Many of them were professedly episcopal, and, 1 
think, all of them so episcopal, ar to account a well-regu- 
lated episcopacy to be at least allowable, if not desirable 
and advisable ; yet so as they thought the present consti- 
tution capable of reformation for the better. When I name 
the divines of this assembly, I do not include the Scots 
commissioners, who, though they were permitted to be 
present there, and did interpose in the debates, as they 
saw occasion, yet were no members of that assembly, nor 
did vote with them, but acted separately in behalf of the 
church of Scotland, and were zealous enough for the Scota 
presbytery, but could never prevail with the assembly ta 
declare for it. On the other hand, the independents were 
against all united church government of more than one 
single congregation, holding that each single congregation, 
voluntarily agreeing to make themselves a church, and 
ctioose their own officers, were of themselves indepen- 
dent, and not accountable to any other ecclesiastical go- 
vfernmem, but only the civil magistrate, as to the public 
peace; admitting indeed that messengers from several 
churches might meet to coniolt in common, as there might 
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be occasion, but without any authoritatiire jarisdiction. 
Against these, the rest of theassembij was unaoimous, (and 
tlie Scots coaimisfltoners with them) that it was heivfful by 
the word of God for divers particuIarVongregations (beside 
ifae inspection of their own pastor and other officets) to be 
united under the same common government; and such 
eommunitiesr to beJfurther subordinate to provincial and 
national assemblies ; which is equally consistent with epis-* 
copal and presbyterian principles. But whether with or 
without a bishop or standing president of such assemblies^ 
was not determined or debated by them. When any 9u6h 
point chanced to be suggested, the common answer was, 
that this point was not before them, but was precluded by 
the ordinance by which they sat ; which did first declare' 
the abolition of episcopacy (not refer it to their declaration), 
and they only to suggest to the parliament somewhat ia 
the room of that so abolished. And this is a true account 
of that assembly as to this point (and when as they were 
called presbyteriails, it was not in the sense of anti-epis- 
eopal, but anti-independents), which I have the more largely 
insisted on, because there are not many now living who 
can gite si better account of that assembly than I can, To 
this may be objected their agreement ^o the covenant, 
which was before I wais amongst them. But this, if rightly' 
nnderstood, makes nothing against what I have said. The 
covenant, as it came from Scotland, ind was sent from the 
parliament to the assembly, seemed directly against all' 
episcopacy, and for setting up the Scots presbytery just aa^ 
among them. But the assembly could not be brought tor 
assent to it in those terms, being so worded as, to preserve 
the government of the church of Scotland, and to reform 
that of England, and so to reduce it to the nearest uui- 
formity. But before the assembly could agree to it, it was 
thus mollified, to preserve that of Scotland (not absolutely, 
bat) against the common enemy ; and to reform that of* 
Epgland (not so as it is in Scotland, but) according to the 
word of God, and tbe'exampleof the best reformed churches ; 
and to endeavour the nearest uniformity ; which might be 
as well by reforming that of Scotland, as thait of England, 
or of both. And whereas the covenant, as first brought 
to tfaem,- was against popery, prelacy, heresy, schism, pro- 
£ineness, &c. Uiey would by no means be persuaded to 
admit the word preUcy^ kA tbAs standing absolute. For 
tfaoiigli they thought the ' English episcopacy, as it then 
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stood, capable of reformation for the better in diTem tbingf, 
^et to engage indefisitely against all prelacy^ tbey would 
not agree. After many days debate on this point (as I 
understood from those who were then present) some of 
the parliament, who then pressed it, suggested this ex-* 
pedient, that by prelacy they did not understand all man* 
oer of episcopacy or superiority, but only the present 
episcopacy, as it now stood in England, consisting of 
archbishops, bishops, and their several courts aixd suh- 
qrdinate officers, &c. And that if any considerable alte* 
mtion were made in any part of this whole frame, it was 
^n abolition of the present prelacy, and as much as was 
here intended in thesq words ; and that no more was in- 
tended but a reformation of the present episcopacy in 
England. And in pursuance of this it was agreed to be 
expressed with this interpretation ; prelacy, that is, oburch 
government by archbishops, bisheps, their chancellors and 
commissaries, deans, deans and chapters, arch-deacons, and 
all other ecclesiastical officers depending on that hierarchy. 
And with this interpretation at length it passed ; and the 
Scots commissioners in behalf of their church agreed to' 
those amendments. I know some have been apt to put 
another sense upon that interpretation ; but this was the 
true intendment of the assembly, and upon this occasion." 
• Some of these sentiments belong not only to the assemt 
biy, but to our author ; and, as he retained them to the las^ 
were, probably the cause of his having so little preferment 
afterwards when he was a favourite at court, and much enw 
ployed as a decypherer* 

In March of this year, 1644, he married Susanna, daugh- 
ter of John and Rachel Glyde of Nortbiam, Northampton- 
shire. In 1 645, the weekly meetings, which gave birth to 
the Royal Society^ being proposed, he attended them along 
with Dr. John Wilkins (afterwards bishop of Chester), Dr« 
Jonathan Goddard, Dr. George Ent, Dr. Glisson, Dr. Mer«^ 
rety doctors in physic, Mr. Samuel Foster, then professor of 
']|stronomy at Gresbam college, Theodore Haak, a German, 
of the palatinate, aud then resident in London, who is -said 
to have first suggested those meetings, and many others* 
These meetings were held sometimes at Dr. Goddard*s 
lodgings in Wood*street, sometimes in Cbeapside, and some- 
times at Gresbam college, or some place near adjoining. 

In 1 647, be happened to meet with Oughtred*s *< Clavia,'^ 
of which he made himself master in a few weeks^ and d&i*- 
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covered a new method of resolving cubic equations, which 
he communicated to Mr. 6mitb, professor of mathematics 
at Cambridge, with whom he held a literary correspond^ 
ence upon mathematical subjects for some years. The In« 
dependents having now acquired the superiority; our au- 
thor joined with some other ministers of London, in sub-^ 
scribing a paper, entitled ''A testimony to the truth of 
Jesus Christ, and to the solemn league and covenant: as 
also against the errors, heresies, and blasphemies of these 
times, and the toleration of them/' Not long after, this*, 
be exchanged St. Gabriel Fenchurch- street, for St..Mar-^ 
tin's Ironmonger-lane ; and in 1648, subscribed, as ministeir 
of that church, to the remonstrance against putting the 
king to death ; and to a paper entitled ** A curious and 
fttithfol repvesentation of the judgments of ministers of the 
Gospel within the province of London, in a letter from 
them to the General and his Council of War.'' Dated 
Jan. 17^ 1048. 

Notwithstanding this opposition to the ruling powers, 
be was in Jane following appointed by the parliamentary 
▼fflitors, Savilian professor of geometry at Oxford, in room 
of Dr. Peter Turner, who was ejected ; and now quitting 
jiis church, he went to that university, entered of Exeter 
college, and was incorporated master of arts. Acceptable 
as this preferment was, he was not an inattentive observer 
of the theological disputes of the time ; and when Baxter pub- 
lished his << Aphorisms of Justification and the Covenant,'* 
our author published some animadversions on them, which 
Baxter acknowledged were very judicious and moderate. 
Before the end of this year, Wallis, in perusing the rpathe- 
matical works of Torricelli, was particularly struck with 
what he found there of Cavalleri's method of indivisibles^ 
this being the first time he had heard or seen any thing of 
that method, and conceived hopes of attaining by it some 
assistance in the problem concerning the quadrature of the 
circle. He accordingly spent a very considerable time in 
stodying it, but found some insuperable difficulties, which, 
with what he had accomplished, he communicated to Mr. 
8eth Ward, then Savilian professor of astronomy, Rook, 
professor of astronomy at Gresham college, and Cbristo- 
pher Wren, then fellow of All Souls, and several other 
eminent mathematicians at that time in Oxford, but not 
meeting with the assistance be wif^hed^ he desisted from 
the fiutber pursuit. 
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; . la 1653, he put^lished a gmmmar of the Eaglith tongue, 
for tbe use of foreigners in Latin, under this title: *' Graa»- 
matic^ Linguas Anglicans, cum Tractatu de Loquela seu 
jSonorum Formatione/' in 8vo. In the piece .^^'De Lo- 
quela/' &c. he tells us, tliat '' he has philosophically con- 
^ider^d the formation of all sounds used in articulate speech, 
as well of our own as of any other language that he kne,w; 
by what organs, and in what position, each sound wa^ 
formed ; with the nice distinctions of each,, which in some 
letters of the same organ <are very subtle : so that by sucik" 
organs, in such position, the breath issuing from the lungs 
Kill form such sounds, whether the person do or do not 
iiear himself speak.** This we shall find he afteritards 
jendqavoured to turn to an important practical use. In 
1^54, he was admitted to the degree of D. D. after per* 
forming the regular exercise, which he printed afterwards, 
^i^d ip August of that year, made some observations oo the 
solar eclipse, which happened about that. time. Abptit 
Easter, 1655, the proposition in bis ^'AhthmeticalnQni- 
torum," containing the quadrature of the.cjrcle, being 
printed, he sent it to Mr. Oughtred ; and soon after, in the 
same year, he published that treatise in 4to, dedics^ied to 
the same eminent mathematician. To this he prefixed a 
treatise on conic sections, which he. set in ^ new light, conr 
aidering them as absolute planes, constituled of an infinite 
ni^mber of parallelograms, without any relation to the cone, 
and demonstrated their properties from his newmelbod of 
^nfin^tes. 

About the same time, Hobbes published bis '^Elevien- 
torum Philosophise seqtio prima, de corpore," in whtish he 
pretended to give an absolute quadrature of the circle. 
This pretence Dr. Wallis confuted the same year, in a La* 
tin tract, entitled <^ Elenchus Geometris Uobbianse ;*' which 
being written with socne asperity, so provoked Hobbes, that 
in 1656 he published it in English, with the addition of 
vbat he called '^ Six Lessons to the Professors of Matbe-* 
matics in Oxford/' 4to. Upon this Dr. Wallis wrote aa 
answer in English, entitled, ^* Due Correction for Mr. 
Hobbes ; or, Schopl Pi^ipline for not saying his Lestona 
right,'* 1656, in 8vq; to which Mr, Hobbes replied in a 
pamphlet, with the title of ** XTIFMAI, &e. or, Marks of 
the absurd Geometry, Rural Language, Scottish Church 
l^olitics, and Barbarisms, of John Watiis,'* J(Q..l657^ 4to« 
This was immediately rejoined to by Pr« Wallis in ^ Uob.^ 
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biaoi Poncti DispuDcUp^'* 1657 ; and here this ccmtroTersy 
aeems to have ended at this time: but four yean afteo 
1661, Mr. Hobbes printed ** Examiuiitio & em^ ndaiio Ma« 
tliematicoran hodiernorunit in nex Dialogis -^^ which oc- 
casioned Dr. Wallis to publisby the next year, *' Hobbiiis 
Heautontimorumenos,'* in 9vo, addressed to Mr. Boyle. 
Although Dr. Wallis was universally allow^ to hare the 
best of the argument in this controversy, Hobbes being 
Jiotoriously deBcient in mathematical science, yet none of 
bis answers to Hobbes were inserted ih the collection of 
his mathematical works, published in 169^, 3 vols. fol. 
because, as he says himself, he had no inclination to 
trample on th^ ashes of the dead, although it was Jiis duty 
to expose the fallacious reasoning of Hobbes when alive*. 
In 16^6 he published a work on the angle of contact, in 
which he exposes the opinion of Peletarius. In the foU 
Jawing year, having completed his plan of lectures, he 
fHlbiisbed the whole, in two parts, under the title of ^* Ma- 
ihesis Universalis, sive Opits Arithmeticum." Whil^ this 
was in the press, he received a challenge from Mr. Format 
of Toulouse, which engaged him in an epistolary dispute 
with that gentleman, as well as with Mr. Frenicle of Paris. 
The problem was << Invenire cubom, qui additis omnibus 
suis partibus aliquotis conficiat quadratum.*' This chal- 
lenge had been sent by Fermat to Frenicle, Schooten, and 
Huygeof. Dc. Wallis sent a solution of it before the end 
of March, which being objected tQ both by Frenicle and 
Format, occasioned a dispute which was carried on this 
year and part of the next, after which both these gentle- 
men acknowledged the sufficiency of Wallis's solution, 
with the encomium of being the greatest mathematician 
in £Qrope« Wallis, however, having heard that Frenicle 
was about to publish the correspondence, and being, from 
some circumstauces in his conduct, a little suspicious of 
misrepresentation, requested sir Keuelm Digby, tlren at 
Paris, throogh whose bands the whole had passed, to give 
bis consent to the publication of it by the doctor himself, 
which being readily granted, it appeared in 1658, under 
the title of ** Commercium Epistolicum.^ 

In the same year, on the death of Dr. Gerard Langbaine, 
Dr. Wallis was chosen to succeed him in the place of 

* See an amusiiif account of this controvert j in Mr. D'liraeli'i *< Quairola 
c§ A«bon/> vol. IL 


40 W A L L I S- 

^^ Custos Arcbivorom^' to the universitf. But he was not 
' elected to this office without /some struggle. Dr. Richard 
Zouch, a learned civilian, who, as his Ariend Mr. Henry 
Stubbe represents the case> had been an assessor in the 
Vice chancellor's court for thirty years and more, and was 
well versed in the statutes, liberties, and privileges of the 
University, stood in opposition to our author. But the 
election being carried for Dr.Wallis, provoked Mr. Stubbe, 
a great admirer of Mr. Hobbes, to publish a pamphlet en- 
titled, ^'The Savilian Professor*fi Case stated:*' London, 
1^58, in 4to. Dr. Waliis replied to this; and Mr. Stubbe 
republished his case with enlargements,* and a vindication 
of it against the exceptions of Dr. Waliis. Anthony Wood, 
who is inveterately prejudiced against Dr. Waliis*, gives a 
suitable misrepresentation of this a£Bur. In July of the 
same year (1658) he received a letter from sir KeneliA 
Digby, in which were contained two prize questions pro* 
posed by M. Pascal, for squaring and finding ,the gravity 
of some sections of the cycloid ; and though be had never 
before considered that curve, yet he sent a solution to 
both the questions, but too late, it would appear, according 
to the time flxed at Paris, for, him to receive the prizes. 
This however occasioned his publishing in 1^99, a letter 
** De Cissoide et corporibus incie genitis.'* 

It appears that just before the restoration, he had done 
considerable service to the royal cause by his art df de- 
cyphering, and on that event, Charles 11. received him 
very graciously, and he was not only confirmed in both his 
places, of Savilian professor, and keeper of the archives, 
but likewise was made one of the king's chaplains in ordi- 
nary. In 1661 he was one of the divines who were ap- 
pointed to review the book of Common Prayer. He after- 
wards complied with the terms of the act of uniformity, 
and continued a steady conformist to the church of Eng- 
land until his death. 

We have already mentioned his Grammar of the EngUsh 
tongue, published in 1653. By some observations in that 
work, he had been led to suppose it possible to teach the 
deaf and dumb to speak. On this it is probable he had 
made many experiments ; and coHKAunicated what he bad 

^1^ This appears to have .been the gave sach general dislike, that he was 

9a»e with Aqbrey too, ^ho gives spme compelled to write and protioonce a 

rerjr ill-fouoded reports of Dr. Wallii. sort of recantatioo iA the ooovocation, 
Sli|bbe*9 juiiipblet, it msy be added, 
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tried to bis friends, who now were desirous to bring the 
natter to tiie test. Accordingly he was persuaded to em- 
ploy bis skill on one Daniel Whalley of Northampton; who 
bad been .deaf and dumb from a child. About January, 
1661-2, he began to teach this person, and with such suc- 
cess, that in little more than a year, he taught him to pro- 
nooncc distinctly e^en the most difficult words, and to ex* 
press his mind in writing. He was likewise able to read 
distinctly the greater part of the Bible, could express him- 
self intelligibly in ordinary affairs, understand letters writ* 
ten to him, and write answers to them, if not elegantly, yet 
so as to be understood. This being known, attracted the 
curiosity of the public in no common degree. Whalley was 
brought to the Royal Society, May the 21st, 1662, and to 
tbeir great satisfaction, pronounced distinctly enough- such 
words as were proposed to him by the company ; and though 
not altjogether with the usual tone or accent, yet so as 
easily to be understood. He did the like several times at 
Whitehall in the presence of his miqesty, prince Rupert^ 
and others of the nobility; and the doctor was desired to 
try his skill on Alexander Popham, esq. a son of lady 
Wharton, by her former husband, admiral Popham. His 
mother, it is said, when sh6 was big with him, received a 
sudden fright, in consequence of which his head and face 
were a little distorted, the whole right side being some- 
what elevated, and the left depressed, so that the passage 
of his left ear was quite shut up, and that of the right ear 
proportionally distended and too open. However Dr. 
Holder says, that he was not so deaf, but tbat he could 
hear the sound of a lute string, holding one end of it in 
bis teeth; and when a drum was beat fast and loud by 
bim, he could hear those, who stoad behind him, calling 
bim gently by his name. When he was of the age of ten 
or eleven years, he was recommended to the care of Dr. 
William Holder, then rector of Blechiodon in Oxfordshire, 
and taken by him into bis house in 1659, where he learned 
to speak and pronounce his name, and some other words. 
Of this Wood gives us the following account ; tbat Dr. 
Holder *^ obtained a great name for his most wonderful 
art ID making a young gentleman, Alexander Popham, who 
was born deaf and dumb, to speak ; that he was the first, 
that is remembered ever to have succeeded therein iii 
England, or perhaps in the world ; and because it was a 
wonderful matter^ many curious scholars went from Ox« 
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ford to see and hear the person speak.'' However ibUbe^ 
three years after, viz. in 1662, t^is young gentleman was 
sent by his relations to Dr. Wallis, for htm to teach him to 
jipeak, as he had taught Mr. Whalley. Wood owns, that 
Mr. Popham being called.home by liis friends, be began 
to lose what he had been taught by Dr. Holder* And Dr. 
Wallis observes, that both Mr. Whalley and Mr. Popbam, 
notwithstanding the proficiency they had made under him 
in learning to speak, were apt to forget, after their depart* 
ing from him, much of that nicety, which before they had, 
in the distinct pronouncing some letters, which they would 
vecever, when he had been occasionally with them to set 
them right, they wanting the help of an ear to direct their 
•peaking, as that of the eye directs the band m writing. 
^^ For which reason,** says he, *^ a man, who writes a good 
band, would soon forget so to do, if grown blind. And 
therefore one, who thus learns to speak, will, for the con- 
tinuance and improven»entof it, need somebody continually 
with him, who may prompt him, when he mistakes." Dr. 
Wallis remarks likewise, that Dr. Holder had*auempted to 
teach. Mr. Popham to speak, '* but gave it over.'* This 
seems very likely to be true, because bis friends :did not 
send him again to Dr. Holder, but desired Dr. Wallis to 
tieach him. However that be, a dispute took place be* 
tween the two doctors. A letter of Dr. Wallis concerning 
this cure was inserted in the *^ Philosophical Transactions" 
of July 1670. This was represented, as if he had vainly 
assumed to himself the glory of teaching this young gen<» 
tieman to speak, without taking any notice of what had 
keen before done to him by Dr. Holder, who therefore 
published in 1^78 at London io 4to, *< A Supplement to 
the Philosophical Transactions of July 1670, with some 
Reflections on Dr.Wallis's Letter there inserted.'^ To 
this Dr. Wallis replied the very same year, entitling his 
papers, which were directed to the lord viscount Brouocker, 
president of the Royal Society, *^ A Defence of the Royal 
Society, and the Philosophical Transactions, particularly 
those of July 1670, in answer to the Cavils of Dr. William 
Holder," London, 1678, in 4to. To this Dr. Holder made 
no reply. The reverend and learned Mr. John Lewis of 
Mergate observes, in a MS life by him of Dr.Wallis^ 
communicated to the authors of the General Dictionary, 
'^ that without lessening Dr. Holder^s great abilities, it is 
a plain and certain fact, that Dr. Wallis had, in hb tract 
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1 De Loquela^* discovert the theory of this by considering 
.very exactly, what kw attended to, the accurate formation 
of all sounds in speaking; without which it were in vain 
lo set about this task. This tract was printed no leas than 
fiix years before Dr. Holder undertodc to try his skill of 
teaching a dumb man to speak On Mr. Popham. And it 
is no disingenuous reflection to suppose, that Dr. Holder 
'had seen it, and profited by it; whereas it does not ap- 
pear, that Dr. Wallis could have the least hint from him, 
when be at first taught Mr. Whalley. But Wood, to shew 
bow just and equitable a judge he was of this difference, 
tells us, that he knew full well^ that Dr. Wallis at any time 
icould make black white, aud white black, for his own ends, 
and had a ready I^nack of sophistical evasions. Base re- 
flections, which confute themselves, and expose their in- 
ventor I*' ^ However, Dr. Wallis published bis method of 
instructing persons deaf aud dumb to speak and under- 
jBtand a language, which was printed in- the Philosophical 
Transactions. And ^^ I have,'* says be, ^' since that time, 
upon the same account, taught divers persons (and some 
i>f them very considerable) to speak plain and distinctly, 
who did before hesitate and stutter very much ; and others 
^o pronounce such words or letters, as before they thought 
impossible for them to do, b;^ teaching them bow to rec- 
tify such mistakes in the formation, as by some impedi- 
ment or acquired customs they had been subject to.'' 

Dr. Wallis had become oi)e of the first members of the Royal 
Society, and was a very considerable contributor to their 
early stock of papers, particularly on mathematical sub- 
jects. In 1663, at the requests of sir Robert Moray, be. 
wrote bis ^ Cono-cunieus,. or Shipwright's circular wedge," 
^nd a treatise *^ De Proportionibus,." *: in vindication of 
Euclid's definition in the fifth book of his Elements. This 
he dedicated to lord Brouncker, with- whom be lived in 
the most friendly communication of studies till his lord- 
ship's death. In the same year, he gave the first demon- 
stration of that most important and useful problem, con- 
cerning ^* the laws of motion in the collision of bodies." 
In 1666, he framed a new hypothesis to solve the pbieno* 
neoa of the tide, of which' no tolerable account bad then 
appeared^ This, after further investigation, he published in 
166S, under the title of ** De JEstsi maris hypothesis nova -, 
and the next year, the first part of bis treatise ** De motu, 
which was generally esteemed his master-piece. The whole 
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was completed in 1671, under the title of ** Mechanics, 
siTC de motu tractatu« geometricus." In 1673, be pub* 
lished in Latin '^Horoccii opera posthuma" (see HOHROX), 
Id which he subjoined Flamsteed's '^Discourse of the equa^ 
tioD of time.'' He also employed some of bis leisure hours 
in correcting, for his own private use, and supplying the 
defects^found in all the manuscript copies of Archimedes's 
*< Arenarius et Dimensio Circuii." This he printed in 
1676, at dean Fell's request, to convince the public of tb^ 
necessity of publishing a collection of the ancient mathe- 
maticians ; a scheme which, a few years before, had been 
dropped for want of encouragement. 

About this time, the university having determined to 
publish an Oxford Almanack, their right to do so was dis*^ 
puted by the Company of Stationers. Dr. Wallis was en- 
trusted with the management of the suit, which was finally 
determined in favour of the university. In 1680, he pub- 
' lished, from the best manuscripts, ''Claudii Ptolem»l 
opu& harmonicum," Gr. et Lat. with notes ; to which he 
afterwards added an appendix, ** De vetenim harmonica 
ad hodiernum comparata*," as also '* Porphyria in har* 
monica Ptolemeei Commentarins," &c. In 1684, he pub- 
lished bis ^ Algebra," in English, containing the history 
of that art, and the successive improvements, from its first 
appearance in Europe to bis uwn invention of the ** Arith- 
snetic of Infinites ;" to which he afterwards added the in- 
fitticesimal method of Leibnitz, and that of fluxions by 
sir Isaac Newton* In the following year he published three 
dissertations, on Meicbisedeck, Job, and the titles of the 
Psalms. In 1687, his 'Hnstitutio Logica" appeared; and 
nearly about the same time be edited *' Aristarchus Samius 
de mag^itudine solis et lun»," with ^^Pappi librt secundi 
coUectionum mathematicorum hactenus desiderati frag- 
mentum." In the same year, 1689, he wrote a letter to 
sir Samuel Morland at Utrecht, proving, in at least fifty 
instances, how much Des Cartes borrowed bis pretended 
improvements in Algebra from our countryman Harriot; 
and this charge, pur readers may recollect, has been more 
recently confirmed. (See Harriot.) 

In 1690, he published << The doctrine of the Blessed 
Trinity briefly explained ;" on which he received a written 


* This work is highly praited by * the tobjecti Uie Ute Dr. Barocy, in 
one of the most cempeleat judges of hi;f Hi»tory of Music, toL I« p. It6. 
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ktter, subscribed TV. J, with the post-mark September 23, 
returning him thanks for bis bo^k. This letter be printedi 
and in answer to it published a second letter dated Septem* 
her 27 f 1690, and afterwards a third, dated October 2 8^ 
1690. Before this third letter was published there came 
out a pamphlet, entitled *^ Or. Wallis*s Letter touching 
chedoctrioe of the Blessed Trinity answered by his Friend.** 
This occasioned the doctor to add a postscript dated No* 
▼em)>er the 15thy 1690. Soon after came out a tract, en- 
titled ^' An Answer to Dr. Wallis's three letters/* and 
another entitled *' The Arian's Vindication of himself 
against Dr. Wallis*s fourth letter on the Trini^." This 
produced a fifth letter of the doctor's on the same subject, 
dated February 1 4, 1 690- i . 'f Observations" were likewise 
made on these four letters concerning the Trinity and 
Creed of Atbanasius. This induced the doctor to write a 
sixth letter, dated March the 1 4tb, 1690-1. fV.J. wrote 
t^e doctor a second«Ietter, which was answered by the doc- 
tor in a seventh letter^ who likewise published three sec* 
mons on John xvii. 3. and afterwards an eighth letter, 
dated November the 23d, 1691. 

. He had also a controversy on infant-bapttsm, which oc- 
casioned his writing a tract ** De Psedobaptisroo'* ; and 
another on the Sabbath, with Thomas Bampfield, a coun- 
sellor at law, who, in 1691, published a work to prove 
that the Sabbath should be observed on Saturday rather 
than on Sunday. In answer to this Dr. Wallis produced 
bis ^'Defence of the Christian Sabbath,'' 1692, two edi- 
tions of which were quickly sold. Bampfield wrote a 
reply, to which Dr. Wallis rejoined, and there the dispute 
ended. 

Tl^e last affair in which Dr. Wallis appears to have been 
obesulted was on the scheme for altering the style, which 
he otpposed on various xeasons, and it was accordingly laid 
aside ; but has since been established without any of the 
inconveniences either in astronomicar^calculations, or other- 
wise, of which he was afraid. Towards the end of bis Ufe 
the curators of the university-press made a collection of 
bis mathematical works, which were printed at Oxford 
1699y in three volumes in folio, with this title, ** Johannis 
Wallis S. T. P. Geometric Pntfessoris Saviliani in celeber- 
rim& Academic Oxoniensi, Opera Mathematica, tribus Vo- 
IttBunibus contenta?' This edition was dedicated to king 
WiUiam III. 
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Dr. WalUs died at the Savilian professor's bouse io Hew 
college lane, Oxford, Oct. 28, 1703, io b» eighty-eighth' 
year, and was interred in St. Mary^s, where a monumeot 
was erected by his son, John Wallis, esq. a barrister. This 
son was born December the 26tb, 1650, and placed by his 
father in Trinity college, in Oxford, and afterwards ad- 
mitted of the Inner Temple, London, where he proceeded 
barrister-at-law February 1, 1681-2. He married Eliza* 
beth daughter of John and Mary Harris, of Soundels, or' 
Soundess, byNettlebed, in Oxfordshire, afterwards heiress* 
to her brother Taverner HarWs, whose mother descended 
from Richard Taverner, a learned lawyer in king Henry 
VlII.'s time, and high sheriff of the county of Oxford. By 
this match Mr. WalUs became possessed of a good estate 
called Soundess. His wife died August tbe 8th, 1693, 
leaving three children surviving her, viz. John, . Mary, and 
Elizabeth. 

Anne, the doctor^s eldest daughter,- was born June 4, 
1656, and>married, December 23, 1675, to John Blencow, 
of an ancient family at Marston St. Laurence, in Nortbamp-v 
tonsfaire, then barrister-at*law, and afterwards knighted,' 
and promoted to be one of the barons of tbe exchequer, 
and afterwards one of the justices of the king's bench. It 
bas been said, that the promotion of this gentleman to 
these honourable posts was owing to the doctor, who having 
excused himself on account of his age from accepting the 
offer of a bishopric, told his friends that he bad a son-in- 
law a barrister^at-Iaw ; and that if they would promote him, 
he should be as much obliged as if he was promoted him-' 
self. The doctor's daughter had by sir John seven chiU* 
dren, viz. John, Mary, Anne, Thomas, Williaqi, Eliza- 
beth, and Susanna, who were all liYiogin 1696. 

Elizabeth, the doctor's youngest daughter, was bom 
September 23, 1658, and married February 21, 1681, to 
William Senson, son to George and Mary. Benton, of Tow** - 
cester, in Northamptonshire, wbo dying on Novei|iber 5, 
1691, left her a widow withoutany children. 

Mr. Lewis observes, that the doctor ^^ was hi^y in tbe 
enjoyment of a vigorous constitution of body, and of a 
mind, which was strong, serene, and calm, and not sooki 
ruiBed and discompos^ ;" and that, *< though whilst he 
lived be was looked on by the most rigid and zealous party* 
men in the university with a jealousfeyC, and suspected as 
not thoroughly well affected to the Monarchy and Chordi 
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of England^ be was yet very much honoured and atteemed 
by others of a better temper and judgment^ and of more 
knowledge ahd larger thoughts. By these, both at home 
and abroad, was he reckoned the glory and ornament of>hii 
country, and of the university in particular.'' In this cba-* 
racter liis talents are certainly not over-rated. It is there<- 
fore with bome surprize that we perceive him slightly no^ 
liced by a late mathematical biographer, as ^^distinguished 
more by industry and judgment than genius.** SureljK. 
higher praise is due to the man whose discoveries -^^ const)« 
tuted the germ from which some of the most important of 
the Newtonian discoveries originated.*' 

Durijig bis latter years he was much employed as a de- 
cypherer for government, but the very great services he 
performed by means of this uncommon faculty, were very 
ill rewarded. Indeed, he seldom received more than the 
pay of a copyist, when he certainly might have secured, 
his OW1U terms, and made his fortune at once. But it is 
among the best parts of his character that, in all situations, 
he.was unambitious and independent. Courtiers* promises, 
as he shrewdly observes, are like certain medicines, if they 
do not operate quickly, it is. not iFkely they will at all. 
The elector of Brandenburgh sent him a gold ohain ^nd 
medal of great value, which the editor of his sermons, pub* 
lished 1791, disposed of some years ago, as old gold, but 
not without first offering it for sale to the Oxford and Bd* 
tish museums, and to several antiquaries. In 1700 bing 
William graated Dr. Wallis an annuity of 100Z.per annumy 
with survivorship to his grandson, Mr. William Bleoooe, 
on condition of bis teaching the latter his. art of decy* 
pheriag. ' 

WALLIS (John), a worthy English divine, and botani* 
cal writer, was born in 17 14, in or near the parish of Ireby,. 
in Cumberland. He was of Qaeen*s college, Oxford, 
where he took his degree of M. A. in 1740, and acquired 
some reputation as a sound scholar. Though possessed of 
good natural abilities, and no small share of acquired 
knowledge, he lived and died in an humble station. His 
disposition was so mild, and his sense of duty so proper, 
that he passed through life without a murmur at his lot. 
Early in life he married a lady near Portsmouth, where be 

» life prefixed to Sennoni, 1791.— Gen/ Diet.— Biog. Brit— Thompson** 
Hiitoryof the Royal Society.— Preface to ^earoe'i «• Langtoft's Chronicle." 
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at that time resided on a curacy. For fifty^Bix years tbey 
enjoyed the happiness of their malrimoniai connexion : an 
happiness that became almost proverbial in their neigh- 
bourhood. After spending a few years in the south of Eng-* 
land, he became curate of Simonburn, in Northumber* 
land; and while here, indulged his taste for the study of 
bofany, and filled his little garden with curious plants* 
This amusement led him> gradually into deeper researches 
into natural history ; and, in 1769, he published a ^^ His- 
tory of Northumberland,'' 2 vols. 4to, the first of which, 
containing an account of minerals, fossils, &c. found in that 
(Country, is reckoned the most valuable. In other respects, 
as to antiquities, &c. it is rather imperfect, and uncon- 
nected. His fortune, however, did not improve with the 
reputation which this work brought him, and a dispute with 
his rector occasioned him to leave his situation, when he 
'and his wife were received into the family of a clergyman 
who had formerly been his friend at college. He was cu- 
rate for a short time at Haughton, near Darlington, in 
1775, and soon afterwards removed to Billingham, near 
Stockton, where he continued until increasing infirmities 
obliged him to resign. He then removed to the village of 
Norton, where he died July 23, 1793, in the seventy- 
ninth year of his age. About two years before his death a 
small estate fell to him by the death of a brother ; and to 
the honour of the present bishop of Durham (but certainly 
not to the surprize of any one that knows that munificent 
prelate), when the circumstances and situation of Mr. Wal- 
lis were represented to him, he allowed him an annual pen- 
sion from the time of his resigning his curacy. Frolu a 
sense of gratitude, Mr. Wallis, just at the close of life, was 
employed in packing up an ancient statue of Apollo, found 
at Carvoran, a Roman station on the wall, on the confines 
of Northumberland, as a present to the learned Daines 
Barrington, brother to the bishop. In the earlier part of 
his life Mr. Wallis published a volume of letters to a pupil, 
on entering into holy orders. ^ 

WALMESLEY (Charles), D. D. and F.R.S. was an 
English Benedictine monk, and a Roman catholic bishop ; 
also senior bishop and vicar apostolic of the western district, 
as well as doctor of theology of the Sorbonne. He died at 
Bath in 1797, in the seventy-sixth year of his age; and 

> Hutcbinson*f Hiit. of ComberUDd.— Geat. Ma|;. LXIII. 
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Ih6 forty*first of his episcopacy. He was the last surriTor 
of those eminent mathematicians who were concerned ki 
regulating the chronological style in England^ which pro« 
duced a change of the style in this country in 1752. Be- 
sides some ingenious astronomical essays in the Philoso^ 
phical Transactions, he printed several separate v^orks, both 
on mathematics and theology; as, 1.** Analyse des Me- 
sures des* Rapports et des Angles,'* 1749, 4to» being an 
extension and explanation of Cotes*s '* Harmonia Meoso* 
rarum.'' 2. *^ Theorie du monument des Aspides,^' 1749, 
8vOb 3. '^ De insqualitatibus motuum Lunarium," 1758, 
4to. 4. ** An Explanation of the Apocalypse, Ezekiel's 
Vision," &c. By the fire at Bath in the time of the riots, 
1780, several valuable manuscripts which be had compiled 
in the course of his life and travels tbrougli many countries, 
were irretrievably lost. * 

WALPOLE (sir Uobbrt), earl of Orford, grandson of 
sir Edward Walpole, K. B. and thirrl son of Robert WaU 
pole, M. P. for Castle-Rising, in Norfolk, was born at 
Houghton, in Norfolk, Aug. 26, 1676. He received the 
first rudiments of learning -at a private seminary at Mas* 
singham, in Norfolk, and completed his education on the 
foundation at Eton. Walpole was naturafly indolent, and 
disliked application, but the emulation of a public semi- 
nary, the alternate menaces and praises df bis master, Mr 
Newborough, the maxim repeatedly inculcated by bis fa^^ 
ther, that he was a younger brother, atid that his future 
fortune in life depended solely upon bis own exertions^ 
overcame the original inertness of his disposition. Before 
be quitted Eton, he had so considerably improved himself 
in classical literature, as to bear the character of an excel- 
lent scholar. In April 1696 be was admitted a scholar of 
King's college, Cambridge. On the death of his elder 
surviving brother in 1698, becoming beir to the paternal 
estate, be resigned his scholarship. Singular as it may 
appear, he. had been designed for the church ; but on his 
destination being altered by the death of bis brother, he 
no longer continued to prosecute his studies with a view to 
a liberal profession. His father, indeed, appears to have 
been in a great measure the cause of this dereliction of bis 
studies, for be took bim from the university to bis seat at 
Houghioo, where his mornings being engaged in farming, 

• Otnt U»g. vol. LXVIi.— Cotton's Diet new ediL 
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or in «lie sporto of the field, and his eveiuags in convivial 
«eciety, he had no leisure, and soon lost the ioclination, 
for literary pursuits. In July 1700, he married Catherine, 
diiaghtar of sir John Shorter, lord mayor of London, and 
his father dyings be inherited the family estate of somewhat 
fRore than 2000/. a year. 

He was now elected nember for Castle-Rising, and sat 
•for that borough in the two short parUameiiu which were 
assembled in the last two years of the reign of king Wil. 
liam, and soon became an active member for the whig 
party. In 1702 he was chosen meaiber of parliament for 
Ktng's-Lynn, and represented that borough in several sue* 
eeeding parliaments. In 1705 be was nominated one of 
the council to prince George of Demnark, as lord high 
«dmtral of England; in 1706 he was appointed secretary 
at war; and, in 1709, treasurer of the navy. In 1710 he 
was one of the mauagen of tb6 trial of Saoheverel, but 
when the whig-^ministry was dismissed he was removed 
from all his posts, and held no place afterwards during 
queen Anne's reign. In nil he was voted by the House 
of Commons guilty of a high breach of trust and. notorious 
corruption in his office of secretary at war ; and it was re^ 
solved that he should be committed to the Tower, and ex* 
pelled the Houte. \ Upon a -candid review of this affair, 
there does not appear awflicient proof to justify the severity 
used towards him ; and ^perbaps hts attachment to the Mart- 
borough ministry, and his gseat influence in the House, 
owing to his popular eloquenoe, were the true causes of 
his censure and imprisonment, as they had been before of 
liis advancemewt. All the whigs, however, on this occa- 
sion, considered faim as a kind of martyr in their cause. 
The borough of Lynn ve-elected him in 1714, and^ though 
the House declared the election void, yet they persisied 
in the choice, and be Cook a decided part against the 
queen*s tory-miniatry. In the well-knowa debate relating 
to Steele for publiabtng the ^^ Crisis,'* he greatly distin- 
guished himsefftn behalf of liberty, aod added to the po- 
pularity he had before acquired. The sobian-biil likewise 
soon after gave bka a fine opportunity of exerting bis elo- 
quence, and of appearing in the character of the ehanspion 
ef civil and reli^ens liberty. On tlie death of the queen 
a revolution of politics took place, and the'wbig-tparty pae- 
vailed both at court and in the senate. Walpole had be- 
fore recommended himself to the house of Hanover, by 
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bis zeal for its <;au8e when the Commons considered the 
stute of the nation with regard to the protestant succes« 
sion : and he bad pow the honour to procure the assurance 
of the House to the new king (which attended the address 
of condolence and congratulation), ^^That the Commons 
would make good all parliamentary funds." It is therefore 
not surprising that his promotion soon took place aft^r tba 
king^s arrival ; and that iu 9 few days he was appointed re** 
ceiver and paymaster general of all the guards and garri* 
sons, and of ail .other the land forces in Great Britain^ 
paymaster of the royal hospital at Chelsea, and likewise a 
privy counsellor. On the opening of a new parliament, a 
committee of secrecy was chosen to inquire ^nto the con^- 
duct of the late ministr}', of which VValpoIe was appointed 
chairman; and, by his management, articles of impeach* 
ment were read against the earl of Oxford, lord poling- 
broke, the duke of Ormond, and the earl of Strafford. The 
eminent service be was thought to have done the natioa 
and the crown, by the vigorous prosecution of those mi- 
nisters who were deemed the chief instruments of the peace» 
ivas soon rewarded by the extraordinary promotions of first 
commissioner of the treasury, aifd chancellor and under^ 
treasurer of the exchequer. 

In two years time a misiindei^standing appeared amongst 
bis majesty's servants; and it became evident that the in- 
terest of secretary Stanhope and bis adherents began to 
outweigh that of the exchequer, and that Walpole's power 
was visibly on the decline. King George had purchased of 
cbeking of Djenmark the d«chies of Bremen and Verden, 
which his Danish majesty bad gained by conquest from 
Charles XII. of Sweden. The Swedish hero, enraged to 
see bis dominions publicly set to sale, conceived a resent* 
ment against the purchaser, and formed a design to gratify 
his revenge on the electorate of Hanover. Upon a mes- 
sage sent to the House of Commons by the king, secretary 
Stanhope moved for a supply, to enable bis majesty to con- 
cert such measures with foreign princes and states as might 
prevent any change or apprehensions from the designs of 
Sweden for tbe future. This occasioned a warm debate^ 
in which it was remarkable that Walpole' kept a profound 
silence. The country-party insisted that such a proceed- 
ing was contrary to the aet of settlement. They insinualed 
that tbe peace of tbe empire was only a. pretence, but thai 
tbe security of tbe new acquiaitions was the real object of 
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this unprecedented supply ; and they took occasion to ob- 
serve too, that his majesty's own ministers seemed to be 
divided. But Walpole thought propei^ on this surmise, 
to speak in favour of the supply , which was carried by a 
majority of four voices only. In a day or two be resigned 
ail bis places to the king ; and, if the true cause of bis de- 
fection from the court bad been his disapprobation of the 
measures then pursuing, his conduct would have been con« 
sidered in this instance as noble and praiseworthy. But 
they who consider the intrigues of party, and that he spoke 
in favour of these measures, will find little room to sup- 
pose that his resignation proceeded from any attachment 
to liberty or love of bis country. He resigned most pro- 
bably with a view to be restored with greater plenitude of 
power; and the number of bis friends, who accompanied 
him in bis resignation, prove it to have been a mere 
factious movement. On the day of his resignation be 
brought in the famous sinking-fuod bill: he presented it 
as a country^gentleman ; and said he hoped it would not 
fiire the worse for having two fathers ; and that his suc- 
cessor (Mr. Stanhope) would bring it to perfection. His 
calling himself the father of a project, which has since 
been so often employed to other purposes than were at 
first declared, gave bis enemies frequent opportunity for 
satire and ridicule ; and it has been sarcastically observed, 
that the father of this fund appeared in a very bad light 
when viewed in the capacity of a nurse. In the course of 
the deb^es on this bill, a warm contest arose between WaU 
pole and Stanhope : on some severe reflections thrown upon 
him, the former lost bis usual serenity of temper, and re- 
plied with great warmth and impetuosity. The acrimony 
on both sides produced unbecoming eSkpressions, the be- 
traying of private conversation, and the revealing a piece 
of secret history, viz. ** the scandalous practice of selling 
places and reversions.'' A member said on the occasion, 
** I am sorry to see these two great men fall foul of one 
another : however, in my opinion, we must still look on 
them as patriots and fathers of their country: and, since 
tbey have by mischance discovered their nakedness, we 
ought, according to the custom of the East, to cover it, by 
turning our backs upon them." 

In the next session of parliament Walpole opposed the 
ministry in every thing ; and even Wyndbam or Shippen 
did not exceed him in patriotism. Upon a motion in the 
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House for continuing the army, he made a speech of above 
an liotir long, and displayed the danger of a standing army 
in a free country, with all the powers of eloquence. Early 
in 1720 the rigour of the patriot began to soften, and the 
complaisance of tlie courtier to appear; and he was again 
iippointed paymaster of the forces, and several of his 
friends were found soon after in the list of promotions. No 
doubt now remained of his entire conversion to court- 
Bieasures ; for, before the end of the year, we find him 
pleading as strongly for the forces required by the war* 
office as he bad blefore declaimed against them, even 
though at this time the same pretences for keeping them 
on foot did not .exist. 

It was not long before he acquired full ministerial power, 
being appointed first lord commissioner of the treasury and 
chancellor of the exchequer ; and, when the king wertt 
abroad in 1723^ he was nominated one of the lords justices 
for the administration of government, and was sworn sole 
secretary of state. About this time be received another 
distinguished mark of the royal favour ; his eldest son^ then 
on his travels, being created a peer, by the title of Baron 
Walpole of Walpole. In 1725 be was made knight of the 
bath ; and, the year after, knight of the garter. Into any 
detail of the measures of bis administration, during the 
long time he remained prime or rather sole minister, it 
would be impossible to enter in a work like this. They 
are indeed so closely involved in the history of the nation 
and of Europe, as to belong almost entirely to that de- 
partment. His merit has been often canvassed with all the 
severity of critical inquiry, and it is difficult to discern the 
truth through the exaggerations and ^lisrepresentations of 
party. But this difficulty has been lately removed in a 
very great measure by Mr. Coxe*s elaborate ** Memoirs of 
sir Robert Walpole," a work admirably calculated to abate 
the credulity of the public in the accounts of party-writers. 
Although sir Robert had been called *' the father of cor- 
ruption*' (which, however, he was not, but certainly a 
great improver of it), and is said to have boasted that he 
knew every man's price *, yet, in 1742, the opposition 

* This accotatioo remiodi ui of reported, that " all men have tb^ir 

another agsrinst the late Mr. Burke, price ;** but ipeaking of a particular 

vImi it represented at having tailed number of bit opponents, be aaid ** A\\ 

the people " ihg twioish multitude,'' tkwe men have their prjce," and i» the 

when be tpoke only of a particular event many of them justiQed bis ob- 

<]«>B, as a swinish mulutude. Sir Ro- servaiion.— Coie'i Memoirs, p. f^'^i 

ben Walpole did not sa7> «• ofuatly 4to edit. 
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prevailed, and he was not any longer able to carry a ma-> 
jority in the House of Commons. He now resigned all 
his places, and iled for shelter behind the throne. But . 
there is so little appearance of his credit receiving any di- 
minution that he was soon after created earl of Orford, and 
most of his friends and dependants continued in their places. 
The king too granted him a pension of 4000/. in coTisidera- 
iion of his long and faithful services. 

The remainder of his life he spent in tranquillity and 
retirement, and died, 1745, in his seventy-first year. What- 
ever objections his ministerial conduct may be liable to, 
yet in his private character be is univeisally allowed to 
have had amiable and benevolent qualities. That he was 
a tender parent, a kind master, a beneficent patron, a 
firm friend, an agreeable companion, are points that have 
been seldom disputed ; and Pope, who was no friend to 
courts and courtiers, has paid him, gratis, a handsomer 
€9ompliment on the last of these heads than all this liberality 
could ever purchase. In answer to his friend, who per* 
anades him to go and see sir Robert, he says, 

'^ Seen him t have, but in his happier hour 
Of social pleasure, ill exchanged for pow'r j 
Seen \am, uncumber*d with the venal tribe, 
Smile without art, and win without a bribe.'* 

About the end of queen Anne's reign, anid the beginning 
of George the First, he wrote the following pamphlets. 
1. "The Sovereign's Answer to the Gloucestershire Ad-, 
dress.'' The sovereign meant Charles duke of Somerset, 
so nick-named by the whigs. 2. " Answer to the Repre- 
sentation of the House of Lords on the state of the Navy,'* 
1709. S. " The Debts of the Nation stated and con- 
sidered, in four papers," 1710; the third and fourth, Mr. 
Coxe thinks, were not his. 4. " The Tiiirty-five millions 
accounted for," 1710. 5. " A Letter from a foreign Mi- 
niister in England to Monsieur Pettecum," 1710. This 
likewise Mr. Coxe doubts, but thinks he might have written 
an answer to it, as it was a vindication of the tories. 6. 
^ Four Letters to a friend in Scotland upon Sachevereil's 
Trial;" falsely attributed in the *^ General Dictionary" to 
Mr. Maynwaring. 7. <^ A short History of the Parlia- 
ment." It is an account of the last Session of tha queen. 
S. *^ The South-Sea Scheme considered." 9. ^* A pam- 
phlet against the Peerage-Bill," 1719. 10. " The Report 
of the Secret Committee, June 9th; 1715." ll. << The 
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Thovflitft of a Member of tbt Lower-boiMey in rektioo to 
a project for restraining and limking the power of di# 
Crown in the future creation of peers/' 1719. 12. ^^Thi 
Report of the Secret Comimttee, June 9, 17 1 5.'* 13. *< A 
private Letter from General Churchill after Lord Orford's 
retFreaient,^ which has been considered as indicatia|^ a 
love of retiremeivt, aad contempt of graadear ; but it will 
probably appear to be ratber an affectation of conteotOMBl 
with a situation which he could no longer change. Amidel 
all bis knowledge, he had laid up very little for tb« pur** 
po0es of retirement. 

Mr. Coxe has also eimcbed the historical library with 
memoirs of Ho ratio Lord Walpole, brother to sir Robert, 
first earl of Orford. Horatio was born in 167&, and caoM 
early into public life. In 1706 iie accontpanied geueral 
Stanhope to Barcelonay as private secretary^ and in 1707 
was appointed secretary to Henry Boyle, est^ then chan>« 
cellor of the Eacbequer. In 1708, be went as secretary 
of an embassy to tbe emperor of Gernaay^ and was present 
in the same capacity at the congress of Gertruydenberg in 
1709. On sir Robert's being nominated first lord of thA 
treasury in 1715, he was nutde secretary to that board. 
In 1716 he was sent as envoy to tbe Hague; and in 1717 
succeeded to the office of survey«ir and auditor-general of. 
all his majesty's revenues in America, in consequence of a 
reversionary grant obtained some time before. In 1720s 
he was appointed secretary to the duke of Grafton, wbea 
lord-lieutenant of Ireland. In 1723 be commenced his 
embassy at Parts, where he resided till 1727 as ambassa-^ 
dor. In 1730 he was made cofferer of his majesty's hoase- 
hold. In 1733 he was sent plenipotentiary to tbe States*^ 
general ; in 1741 was appointed a teller of tbe exchequer, 
and in 1756 was created a peer of England, by the title 
of lord Walpole of Wolterton. His lordship died Feb. 5, 
1757. 

By Mr. Coxe's memoirs, lord Walpole is placed in a far 
more important point of view than he had heretofore ob- 
tained, and it appears that no one conld be more intrusted 
with the secret springs of ministerial action ; but he par- 
took of the obloquy which followed his brother, and has 
Q.onsequently been misrepresented by those compilers of 
history who depend for their information on par.ty paoi* 
phlets. Lord Uardwicke said of him, that ^^ he negoci- 
ated with firmness and address ; and with the love of peace. 
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which was the system of his brother, be never lost sight of 
that great object, keeping up the sources of national 
strength and wealth. He was a great master of the com* 
fnercial and political interesu of this country, and de« 
'serredly raised to the peerage.*' Mr. Coxe adds, that his 
moral conduct was irreproachable ; that he was sincere in 
his belief of Christianity, and zealous and constant in per- 
forming the duties of religion ; and that he maintained au 
unimpeachable character for truth and integrity, as well in 
his public as in his private capacity. 

He wrote many political pieces, ^^ with knowledge, but 
ffn a bad style,*' as his nephew says, ^' yet better than his 
speeches." Among these are, 1. ** The case of the Hes- 
sian troops in the pay of Great Britain,*' Lond. 1730. 2. 
*' The Interest of Great Britain steadily pursued, in answer 
to a pamphlet, entitled *^ The case of the Hanover forces, 
impartially and freely examined. Part I.'' 1743. This 
^^ Case" was written by lord Chesterfield and Mr. Waller. 
8. ** A Letter to a certain distinguished patriot and ap* 
plauded orator, on the publication of his celebrated speech 
on the Seaford petition, in the Magazines," &c. 1748. 
4« ** Complaints of the Manufacturers, relating to the 
abuses in marking the sheep, &c.*' 1752. 5. ^^ Answer to 
the latter part of lord Bolingbroke's Letters on the study 
of history," printed in 1763. Some other pamphlets are 
attributed to lord Walpoie in our authority, but rather on 
doubtful evidence.* 

WALPOLE (Horace), third and youngest son of sir 
Robert Walpole| first earl of Orford, by his first wife 
Catherine Shorter, was born in 1718, and received the 
early part of his education at Eton, where he first became 
known to the celebrated Mr. Gray, whose friendship at 
that early period he cultivated, and whose esteem and re- 
gard he retained, until the difference arose between them 
..which we have noticed in our account of that celebrated 
poet. From Eton l*e went to King's-college, Cambridge; 
but, according to the practice of men of rank and fortune 
at that time, left the university without taking any degree. 
While there he wrote '* Verses in Memory <>f King Henry 
%he Sixth, founder of the college," which are dated Eeb. 2, 
1^736, and are probably the first production of his pen* 
In the same year he was appointed inspector-general of 

1 Pozt'i Mrmoin of W«lpole.— P^rk'f tditioo of the Royal i^nd Nob|c Authors, 
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the exports and imports ; a place which he soon after ex- 
changed for that of usher of the exchequer, lo these 
were added the post of codiptroUer of the pipe and clerk 
of the estreats ; all which he held unto his death. 

Finding himself disinclined to enter so early into the 
business of parliament, he prevailed on his father to per- 
mit him to go abroad, and Mr. Gray consented to accom* 
pany him in bis travels. They left England on the 29ih 
of March, 1739, and took iheir route by the way of France 
to Italy, viewing whatever was remarkable in the several 
places they visited, and at some of them, partict>larly Flo- 

, rence, residing several months. About July 1741 the two 
friends came to a rupture, and* parted at Reggio, each pur- 
suing his journey homewards separately. Of this quarrel, 
the circumstances, as we have remarked in Mr. Gray's ar- 
ticle, are not clearly known ; but Mr. Walpoie enjoined 
Mr. Mason to charge him with the chief blame, confessing, 
that more attention, complaisance, and deference, to a 
warm friendship, ^ind superior judgment and prudence, 
Alight have prevented a rupture which gave much uneasi- 
ness to them both, and a lasting ooncern to the survivor. 
A reconciliation is said to have been effected between them 
by a lady who wished well to both parties ; but the cor* 
diality which had subsisted between them never wholly re- 
turned, as Mr. Walpoie was entirely unnoticed by Mr. 
Gray in' his last will. Mr. Walpoie, however, was the 
first person to whom, iu 1750, Mr. Gray communicated 
his celebrated ^^ Elegy in a Country Church-yard,*' and by 

. him it was communicated to several persons of distinction. 
In 1 758, al^o, Walpoie employed Mr. Bentley to orna- 
ment an edition of his friend's poems with beautiful de- 
signs and engravings, and printed it at his own press at 
Strawberry-hill. 

On Mr. Walpole's return to England, he was chosen 
member for Callington, in the parliament which met in 
June 1741, and had soon an opportunity of evincing, that 
be was not likely to become either a silent or inactive 
member. On the 23d of March 1741-2, on a motion being 
made for an inquiry into the conduct of sir Robert Walpoie 
for the preceding ten years, he opposed the proposition in 
a speech of some length, with great spirit, and greatly to 
the credit of bis filial piety. He was not, however, a fre* 
quent speaker, and had no great relish for parliamentary 
duties. In 1747, be was choseh for the borough, of Castle 
Rising, and for Kind's Lynn, in 1754 and 176 }• 
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The tenor of bis life was not wuch varied bj accideRt ov 
adfentore; thougti about 1749 be narrowly escaped tbe 
pistol of a highwayman, the relation of which we shall give 
in his own words, in one of his '* Worlds/* ^' An acquaint* 
ance of mine was robbed a few years ago, and very near 
shot tbroitgh the head by the going-offof the pistol of the 
accomplished Mr. Maclean ; yet the whole atTair was con- 
ducted with the greatest good -breeding on both sides. 
The robber, who had only taken a purse this way because 
be, had that morning been disappointed. of marrying a great 
fortune, no sooner returned to bis lodgings^ than he sent 
the gentleman two letters of excuses, which with less wit 
than the epistles of Voiture, had ten times more natural 
and easy politeness in the turn of their expression. In the 
postscript he appointed a meeting at Tyburn at twelve ai 
Bigbt, where the gentleman might purchase again any 
trifles he had lost ; and my friend has been blamed for not 
accepting the rendezvous, as it seemed liable to be coa- 
strued by ill-natured people into a doubt of the honour of 
a man who had given him all the satis&ction in his powies 
for having uulockily been near shooting him through the 
head." 

" The World" was a welUknown periodical paper, in 
which he assisted the editor Mr. Moore, by writing Nos. 6, 
8, 10, 14, 28, 103, 16S, 195, and the concluding <' World 
Extraordinary," containing the character of Henry Fox, 
then secretary at war, afterwards lord Holland. 

In 1752, his first publication (except some Poems in 
Dodsley's collection, and ajeu d'esprit in the '^ Museum") 
appeared, entitled **i£des Walpoliana," describing his 
fistheWs magnificent palace at Houghton, in Norfolk, and 
the noble collection of pictures it contained, which the 
pecuniary embarrassments of the late earl of Orford (Mr^ 
Walpole*s nephew) obliged him to dispose of to the em- 
press of Russia. It is i-emarkable that Mr. Walpole, as 
appears by one of his letters in the British Museum, yvith 
all his family-partiality and taste for the arts, thought the 
value of this collection greatly over-rated. 

In 1757 he published "A Letter from Xo-H-o, a Chi- 
nese philosopher at London, to his friend Lien-Chi at 
Pekin : a spirited and elegant performance, chiefly oa 
the politics of the day. It went through five editions in a 
fortnight. 
^ This year be set up a printiog-pras^ at Strawberry-bil)^ 
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ftt which most of his own performances, and some curioiM 
works of other authors were printed. Its first prodaction 
was Gray's Odes, and this was followed by the edition and 
translation of part of Hentzner's Travels, lord Whitworth^s 
account of Russia, Life of Lord Herbert of Cberbury, &e. 
By limiting the number of copies of each work, and part- 
ing with them only as presents, be created a species o€ 
fame and cariosity after the productions of bis press, which 
was then quite new, and unquestionably very gratifying to 
himself. We need not analyze this kind of reputation, as 
it is now better known in oars than in hi^s days. la this 
way, in 1761, he printed at Strawberry-hill two volumes of 
bis '* Anecdotes of Painting in England," compiled from 
the papers of Mr. George Vertue, purchased at the sale of 
the effects of that industrious antiquary. It will be aU 
lowed, that the remains of Mr. Vertue could not have 
fallen into better hands. In 1763, another volume was 
added, and also the Catabgue of Engravers; and, in 1771, 
the whole was completed in a fourth volume, to which was 
added ** The History of the Modern Taste in Gardening.*' 
In 1764, on the dismission of general (afterward marshal) 
Conway from the army for a vote given in parliament^ he 
defended his friend's conduct in a pamphlet, entitled ^* A 
Counter Address to the Public, on the late dismission of a 
general oflScer," 8vo. 

In the succeeding year, he published *^ The Castle of 
Otranto,'* a gothic story, which in the title-page was as^ 
serted to be a translation from the Italian by William Mar- 
shal, gent. In the same year, however, a second edition 
appeared, with the initials of the real author, Mr* Walpole. 
In 176^6 he is supposed to have indulged his vein of hu- 
moar in ^^ An account of the Giants lately discovered, in a 
letter to a friend in the couptry." 

Id 1766, happened the famous quarrel between David 
Hume and John Jacques Rousseau, in which the former 
appears to have acted with the most distinguished genero- 
sity, friendship, and delicacy ; and the latter, with his usual 
suspicion, wildness, and eccentricity. On this occasion, 
Mr. 'Walpole wrote a pretended letter from the king of 
Prussia to Rousseau, which found its way into the public 
prints, and contributed to widen the breach between the 
two contending philosophers. As a jeti d'esprit this coqq* 
position did honour to his wit; but it has been delicately 
said that had he suppressed it, his reputation for a concili- 
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Aory dUpoMtion, and true benevoleoce of mind, would 
have lost nothing of its lustre. 

Previously to the dissolution of parliament, in 176S, Mr. 
Walpole had determined to retire from public business ^ 
and, accordingly, in a very handsome letter to the mayor 
of Lynn, declined the honour of representing his constitu* 
ents any longer. 

The same year, Mr. Walpole published his *^ Historic 
Doubts of the Life and Reign of King Richard lU." 4to. 
This performance endeavours to establish the favourable 
idea given of this monarch by sir George Buck, the histo* 
rian ; but this defence did not receive universal assent : it 
was controverted in various quarters, and generally con- 
sidered as more ingenious than solid. It was answered by 
Frederick Guy Dickens, esq. in a 4to volume ; and the 
evidence from the wardrobe-roll was controverted by Dr. 
Milles and Mr. Masters, in papers read before the Society 
of Antiquaries ; and now it was discovered that, Mr. Wal- 
pole, who affected the utmost humility as an author, and 
most politely deferred to the opinion of others, could not 
bear the least contradiction, and one or both of these lat- 
ter pieces gave him so much disgust, that he ordered his 
name to be struck out of the list of members, and renounced 
the honour annexed to it (torn his connection with the 
body of antiquaries. Yet in this plausible work, the cha- 
racter of Richard is in some measure cleared from many of 
the enormities charged upon him by historians and poets ; 
and, particularly, the absurdity of representing him as a mass 
of personal deformity, is justly exposed. 

It was about this time that the transaction took place 
for which he has suffered the greatest censure, thoiigh, 
when every circumstance is duly weighed, perhaps but 
little blame will attach to his memory. We allude to the 
affair of Chatterton, whose fate was attributed by many to 
the neglect and superciUous behaviour of Mr. Walpole. 
How justly, we have already given our opinion. (See Chat- 
TRRTON, p. 183-4), and from that opinion we are not dis- 
posed to depart, although, from subsequent information, 
it may be allowed that Walpole had in scarcely any in- 
stance in his life displayed the liberality of patronage, and 
in very few, the steadiness of friendship. 

In 1768, Mr. Walpole printed fifty copies of bis tra- 
gedy of the ^^ Mysterious Mother,*' which, as usual, were 
mstributed among hi» particular friends, but with injunc- 
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tions <»f secrecy. The horribfe story on which it U founded 
be professed to have heard when young, and that it hap-^ 
pened in archbishop^s Tiilotson^s time : but he soon dis* 
covered that it had appeared in bishop Hall's works^ and 
that it had actually been twice dramatised, however unfit 
such a shocking case of incest is to be presented to tiie 
public eye. Of this indeed the author was aware; "Vho 
subject/* he says, <' is so horrid, that I thought it would 
tbock rather than give satisfaction to an audience. Still 
I found it so truly tragic in the two essential springes of 
terror and pity, that I could not resist the impulse of 
adapting it lo the scene, though it should never be prac* 
ticable to produce it there. I saw too that it would admit 
of great situations of lofty characters, and of those sudden 
and unforeseen strokes which have singular effect in operat- 
ing a revolution in the passions, and in interesting the 
spectator. It was capable of furnishing not only a con« 
trast of characters, but a contrast of vice and virtue in the 
same character : and b^ laying the scene in what age and 
country I pleased, pictures of ancient manners might be 
drawn, and many allusions to historic events introduced to 
bring the*action nearer to the imagination of the spec- 
tator. The moral resulting from the calamities attendant 
on unbounded passion, even to the destruction of the cri- 
minal person's race, was obviously suited to the purpose 
and object of tragedy.'' This tragedy, however, remained 
for some years tolerably concealed from the public at 
large, until about 1783, when some person, possessed oft 
copy, began to give extracts from it in Wood fall's Public 
Advertiser, which produced the following private letter 
from the author, dated Berkeley-square, Nov. 8. 1783. 

** Mr. H. Walpole sends bis compliments to Mr. Wood* 
fall, and does intreat him to print no more of the Myste- 
rious Mother, which it is a little hard on the author to see 
retailed without his consent. Mr. Walpole is willing to 
make Mr. Woodfall amends for any imaginary benefit he 
might receive from the impression^ though as copies of 
the play have been spread, there can be little novelty in 
it ; and at this time the public must be curious to see more 
interesting articles than scenes of an old tragedy on a dis- 
gusting subject, which the author thinks^ so little worthy 
of being published, that after the Brst small impression, 
ke has endeavoured to suppress it as much as lies in his power ; 
and which be assures Mr. Woodfall be would not suffer lo 
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be represented on the stage, if any manager was injinliciotKi 
enough to think of it. 

"Mr.Walpole is very sorry Mr.Woodfall dropped such 
a hinty as weil as the extravagant preference given to hidl 
over other gentlemen of great merit, which preference Mr, 
Walpole utterly disclaims, as well as the other high-flowQ 
compliments which he is not so ridiculous as to like. 

^^ Mr. Walpole trusts that Mr.Woodfall will not com* 
muoicate this letter to any body, and will be much obliged 
to him if he will let him know what satisfaction Mr Wood^ 
fall will expect for suppressing all farther mention of him 
and his play.*' 

This letter, the original of which is now before us, is 
very characteristic of that double traffic which Mr. Wal<^ 
pole too frequently ertdeavoured to carry on between the 
public and himself, and which seems to have coded only 
in deceiving both. With all his efforts to *< suppress it 
as much as possible," be had at this time printed the tra* 
gedy in the first volume of his collected works intended for 
sale, and begun some years before. 

From this period no circumstance of importance occurred^ 
in the course of Mr.Waipole's life until 1791, when, by 
the death of his nephew, he succeeded to the title of earl 
ofOrford. The accession of this honour, and of the fof"> 
tune annexed to it, made no alteration, in any respect, in 
his manner of living, nor did he take bis seat in the House 
of Peers. He still pursued the same unvaried tenor of life, 
devoting himself to the conversatioh of his friends and to 
the pursuits of literature. He had been early afflicted 
with the gout, which, as he advanced in years, acquired 
strength, though it did not disqualify him either for com^ 
pany or conversation. The same spirit of inquiry, and the 
same ardour of pursuit, prevailed almost to the latest pe* 
riod of his life. He was capable of enjoying the society of 
his friends until a very «hort time before his death, which 
happened on the 2d March 1797. 

By his will, which contains twenty-two sheets, besides 
tbe addition of seven codicils^ by one of which he directed 
that his body might be opened and afterwards privately 
interred, he bequeathed to Robert Berry, esq. and his two 
daughters, Mary and Agnes Berry, all his printed works 
and manuscripts, to be published at their discretion, and 
for their own emolument. To these two ladies he gives 
4000f. each ; and, for their lives, the house and gardea late 
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MrcCUve^&y with the long meadow before ibesame, and aU 
the fiinouure tliere; after th^ir deaths or marriages, to go 
to tbe saaie uses as Strawberry-hill ; and with a restrictioa 
not to let the bouse for longer than a year. By the 
same codicil he also directs ail the boxes containing his 
priutS| books of priotis, &c. to be conveyed to Scrawberry* 
billy to remain as b^ir-looxss appurtenant to that estate ^ 
and makes it a particular request to the person in possession 
of his favourite residence, that tho books, and every article 
of furniture 'there, may be preserved with care, and not ' 
disposed of, nor even removed. But ail the letters written 
to him by such of his friends as shall be living at the time 
of his death, are to be returned to the writers. 

Strawberry-hill be bequeathed to the hon. Mrs. Anoe Da- 
mer, and a legacy of 2000/. to keep it in repair, on condi* 
iioR that she resides there, aud does not dispose of it to any 
person, unless it be to tlie oountess dowager of Waldegrave^ 
on whom and her heirs it is entailed. He died worth 9 1,000/. 
3|i»erceiUs. This villaof Strawberry-hill, so often mentioned, 
.was originally a small tenement, built in 1 698, by the earl of 
Bradford's coacfacnao, as a lodging-bouse. Colley Gibber 
m^» one of its first tenants; and after him, successively, 
Talbot, Bishop of Durham, the marquis of Carnarvon, Mrs. 
CbeveviT, the toy-woman, and lord John Philip Sackville. 
Mr. W. purchased it 1747, began to fit it up in the Gothic 
style. 1763, and completed it 1776. He permitted it to b# 
shewn, by tickets, to parties of four, from May to October^ 
between the hours of twelve and three, and only one party 
• day. The best concise account of this villa, and its va^* v 
Juable contents, that has hitherto appeared, may be found 
if) Mr. Lysons's ^^ Environs of London.^' A catalogue rai- 
SQon^e of its furniture was drawn up by the noble owner, 
printed at Strawberry-hill in 1774, and is now among hi3 
works. He devoted a great part of his life and fortune to 
the embellishment of this villa, which has long been viewed 
as one of the greatest curiosities near the metropolis. In 
it he bad amassed a collection of pictures, prints, and draw- 
ings, selected with great taste. 

His intervals of leisure, health, aud spirits, he employed 
in the works above mentioned, most of which have been 
favourites with the public, although they are of very op- 
posite merits. He was alternately a poet, an historian, a 
politician^ an antiquary, and a writer of dramas and to- 
in^ncfif . Of ail bis works his own opinion appeared to ha 
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humble ; but this was mere affectation, for he vras pertina* 
cious in fioaintaining what be had once asserted : and being 
possessed of keen powers of controversy, he betrayed all 
the irascibility of the author, while he affected to be con- 
sidered, only as a gentleman writing for his amusement. In 
bis latter days he determined to vindicate his claims to li- 
terary rank, and employed himself in preparing for the 
press that splendid and complete edition of his works, 
which, was published the year after his death, and was 
bought up with avidity, as an important addition to every 
library. He had begun to print this edition as far back a« 
1768^ and nearly two volumes were completed at his pri- 
vate press. 

Of his poetry, no very high character has been formed ; 
yet, like his prose, it often surprises by unexpected flashes 
of wit, and epigrammatic turns of expression and illustra* 
tion, in which he evidently delighted. His ** Mysterious 
Mother" is^ indeed, of very superior merit, and has occa* 
sioned a general regret that he should have chosen a sub- 
ject so unfit for public performance. For nervous, simple, 
and pathetic language, each appropriated to the several 
persons of the drama ; for striking incidents ; for address 
in conducting the plot; and for consistency of character 
uniformly preserved through the whole piece; the late edi- 
tor of the Biographia Dramatica thinks it equal, if not su- 
perior, to any play of the last century. The " Castle of 
Otraoto*' is his only original work in prose which displays 
great 'powers. It passed through many editions, and re- 
ceived new popularity when the story was dramatized in 
1782 by captain Jephson. It ought not to be Jess a fa- 
vourite how, when a passion for the marvellous seems to 
prevail like an epidemic with the writers and readers of 
romance *. 


* In one of hii letters to Mr. Cole 
in the Briiitb Museum, dated March 
9, 1763, he gives the following es the 
origin of this roniantte. ** I waked one 
morning in the beginning of last June 
from a dream, of which ail I could re- 
cover was, that I had thought myself 
in an ancient castle (a very natural 
dream for a head filled like mine with 
gothic story), and that on the upper- 
most bannister of a great stair-case, I 
saw a gigcmic hand in armour. In 
tke etening 1 sat down, and began to 
wribb, without knowiiig in the least 


what I intended to say or relate. The 
a'ork grew on my hands, and I grew 
fond of it. Add, that 1 was very glad 
to tliiok of any thing ratber than poli- 
tics. In short, I was so engrossed with 
my tale, which I completed in less 
than two meaths, that one evvniug I 
wrote from the time I bad drunk my 
tea, about six o'clock, till half an hour 
after one in the morning, when my 
hands and fingers were so weary, that 
I could not hold the pen to finish the 
sentence, but left Matilda and Isabella 
talking iu the middle of a paragsaph.'' 
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i3f his compilaiions, the most useful is> ^'Tbe Anecdotes 
of Painting and Engraving." This was avowedly formed 
frona materials left by Vertue, but it is also evid/ent that 
the arrangement^ the principles^ the taste, and every thin^ 
not technickly is Mr. Walpole's. It is a just complaint thac 
be did not continue to improve and enlarge what had been 
so well received, what will ever be a standard book, and 
has, probably in no inconsiderable degree, led to the ad-^ 
vancement of the arts in tbid country. 

One of the predominant features in Mr. Walpole's cha- 
racter was, a veneration for birth and rank, to which he 
certainly bad pretensions in the long list of his ancestors, 
although among them we find few disti)iguished benefac'r 
tors to their country. This passion, however, which in 
bis political career be joined with principles that have noi: 
bean thought connected with it^ led him to search. after 
those illustrious examples in whom birth and rank have 
been allied with genius. His industry soon produced the 
pleasing compilation entitled ^* A Catalogue of Royal 
and Noble Authors^'' which, although greatly enlarged in 
the edition published with bis works, has been thought 
meagre by those who did not consider that he professed to 
give a catalogue only. To what size and importance might 
it not have swelled, had he given the lives of the authors 
on the scale usually allowed in biographical compilations ? 
In this work, the chief excellence is in his characters t 
they are admirable as portraits ; and, like portraits, they 
have some of the faults, as well as beauties, of the most 
celebrated masters. We have often referred, and been 
greatly indebted, to Mr. Parkas splendid, accurate, and 
highly improved edition of this work, published in 1806> 
6 vols. 8vo. 

The letters to general Conwiay and his other friends, 
which he left for publication with his works, have been 
much admired^ They exhibit his taste, his disposition, 
his friendship^ and all his peculiarities, to the greatest ad- 
vantage. It cannot be doubted that he valued those com- 
positions, as he bad kept copies of them for so many years, 
with a view to publication ; and as he was always of opinion 
that the English made a very poor figure in letter-writing, 
it IS not unfair to suppose that he might wish to remove 
this reproach, with what success, it is not necessary here 
to inquire. It must be observed, however, that his wit 
has many marks of effort and labour, that it recurs too 
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OfVeti, ^nd that he is too often disposed to treat serieus 
subjects with unbecoitiing levity. If be was not an infidel, 
he was at kast a sneerer ; and while in one place he almost 
predicts the revolution in France^ and in another execrates 
the atrocities with wliich it was accompanied, he seems 
unconscious that his own principles were not very remote 
from those which precipitated the destruction of the tfanon^ 
and the ahar. 

Mr. Walpole valued highly his talent for letter-writing, 
and many have regarded him as \lhfe best letter-writer of 
bis day. If th^ey had said the mO!5t lively, or the most 
witty, they would baiie been nearer the truth. But what- 
ever the particular nrerit of his correspondence, it has since 
proved fatal to his personal character in a very important 
feature. Letter-writing seems to have been with him a 
species of patronage, of grace and favoiur conferred upon 
bis literary contemporaries, on whom he bestowed no other 
jkvours. Whatever else he might disappoint them in, tbey 
were sure to receive a letter full of praise, and Mr.WaK 

Sole's praise M'as once thought of considerable importance. 
»ttt since his printed correspondence has been compared 
vrith many hundred letters now extant that never were in* 
tended for the press, th« evidence of his insincerity, of bis 
extreme vanity, and duplicity towards those whom he most '^ 
lavishly flattered, is too full and clear to admit of any hesi** 
tation in pronouncmg that these degrading meannesses 
belonged to him in no common degree. One very gM>s» 
instance of his treacherous correspondence may be seen in 
Stewart*s Life of Dr. Robertson ; but more, and perbapa 
fuller, proofs exist in his correspondence wivh the late 
Rev. William Cole of Milton, nowin tbe British Museum. 

Lord Orford^s intellectual defects, says a critic of greaft * 
candour and ability, were those of educairion, sind temper 
and habit, and not tl^ose orf nature, ''^tiis rank, and bis fa« 
tberV indulgences, made him ^ -coxoomb : natwre made 
him, in my opinion, a genius of no efdinary kind. The 
author of ** The Castle of Otran^o^' possessed inveniioo» 
and pathos, and eloqtvence, which, if mstrgated by «eme 
slight exertion, mrg^t bave 'biai^ed to a degree> of whtch,. 
common critics have no concepti^.** ' 

■ Park's cJ:U*n of the Rc^al and Nob!e Auihors.v—O^'nt, Mag. rol. LXVII^- 
Preface to bis Works. — Cole'i» MSS. in ^rir. .Mus. &c. — D'I«raeli*i Oklamities 
ofAMthocsj a severe, butaiaMerly sketch. — firhi&h E«sayi«t9. -lHff<^ce td ttie 
« V^TorW." 


WALSH. Bi 

• WALSH (Peter), .an Irish cathoHc of great teaming 
mild liberality, was born at Moortown, in the county of 
Kildare, in the early part of the seventeenth century. He 
was a friar of the Franciscan order, and was professor cit 
divinity at Louvain, where he probably was educated.. Re* 
turning to Ireland, he went to Kilkenny at the time the 
pope's nuncio was there, but was not of his party* Qn 
the contrary, he made many endeavours to persuade the 
Irish Roman catholics to the same, loyal sentiments as ha 
himself held ; and after the restoration of Charles IL When 
he was procurator of the Romish clergy of Ireland, he per^ 
suaded many of them to subscribe a recognition or remoii'^ 
strance, not only of their loyalty to the king, but of thei# 
disclaiming the pope's supremacy in temporals. This drew 
upon him the resentment of many of his brethreo, and 
particularly of the court of Rome. Such hopes, however, 
were entertained of this important chaoge in the sentiments- 
of the Irish catholics, that ia 1666 tiie conrt thought pro« 
per ta permit their clergy to meet openly in synod at 
Dublin, in ordier, as was expected, to authorize the above 
remonstrance by a general act of the whole body. But this 
asseaably broke up without coming to any decision, and the 
duke of Ormond, then lord lieutenant, considered it tit^ 
cessary to proceed agaiot t those who refused to give any 
security for their allegiance. But when, in 1670, lord 
Berkeley succeeded him, by some secret orders or intrigues 
of the popisbly-aSected party in England, Walsh, and those! 
who had signed the remonstrance, were so persecuted aa 
to be obliged to leave the country. Walsh came to Lon<» 
don, and by the interest of the duke of Ormond, got an 
annuity of 100^ for life. He had lit^d on terms of inti- 
maey with the duke for nearly forty years, and liad never 
touched much on the subject of religion until the reign of 
James IL when be made some overtures to gain the duke 
over to popery ; but desisted when he found bis argo meats 
kad no effect. Dodwell took some pains, although in vain, 
lo conrert Walsh, hoping, that as they had cast him out 
^f tlie conoBQnion of the church of Rome, be might be 
penoaded to embrace that of the church of England. 
Walsh died in September 1687, and Was buried in St. Dun* 
Stan's in the West. 

^ Burnet says of bim : ^* He was the bonestest and leamedest 
man I ever knew among them, and was indeed, in all points 
of controversy, almost wholly a protestant. But he had 
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senses of his oiVn, by which he excused htk adbeHng to 
the church of Rome; and maintained, that with these he 
could continue in the communion of that church without 
sin, &c. He was an honest and able man, much practised 
in intrigues, and knew well the methods ojf the Jesuits and 
other missionaries." 

He wrote various controversial pamphlets, chiefly in vin- 
dication of his conduct as to the above remonstrance ; and 
a history of it, under the title of ** The History, &c. of 
thfe Loyal Formulary, or Irish Remonstrance, in 1661,'' 
1674, folio. He wrote also *^ A Prospect of the State of 
Ireland fronf\ the year of the world 1756 to the year of 
Christ 1652,** Lond. 1682, 8vo; but this he brought down 
no farther than 4172, bis style and tedious digressions not 
being relished. ' 

WALSH (William), an Engltsh critic and poet, was 
the son of Joseph Waish of Abberley in Worcestershire, esq. 
and born about 1663, fbr the precise time does not appear.. 
According to Pope, bis birth happened in 1659 ; but Wood 
places it four years later. He became a gentleman-com« 
moner of Wadham-coUege in Oxford in 1678, but left 
ihe university without a degree, and pursued bis studies 
in London and at home. That be studied, in whatever 
place, is apparent from the effect ; for lie became, in* 
Drydei^s opinion, " the best critic in the nation." He 
was not, however, merely a critic or a scholar. He was 
likewise a man of fashion, and, as Dennis remarks, osten- 
tatiously splendid in bis dress. He was likewise a member 
of parliament and a courtier, knight of the shire for bis 
native county in several parliaments, in another the re- 
presentative of Richmond in Yorkshire, and gentleman of 
the horse to queen Anoe under the duke of Somerset. 
Some of his verses shew him to have been a zealous friend 
to the^ Revolution ; but his political ardour did not abate 
his reverence or kindness for Dryden, to whom. Dr. John- 
son says, he gave a Dissertation on VirgiPs Pastorals ; but 
this was certainly written by Dr. Cbetwood, as appears 
by one of firydeti^s letters. In 1705 he began to corre- 
spond with Pope, in whom he discovered very early the 
power of poetry, and advised him to study correctness, 
which the poets of his time, he said, all neglected. Their- 
letters are written upon the pastoral comedy of the Ita- 

• 

1 Hurrit't Ware.— Buroei's Own Times,— •Broketby*! Life of I>o4«(ll. 
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Hans, and those pastorals which Pope was then preparing 
to puMfsh. The kindnesses which are first experienced 
are seldom forgotten. Pope always retained a grateful me- 
mory of Walsh*8 notice, and mentioned him in one of his 
Jatter pieces among those that bad encouraged his juvenile 
studies. 

" Granville the polities, 

** And knowing Walsh, would tell me I coukl write.*' 

In his *' Essay on Criticism/' he had given him more 
splendid praise, and, in the opinion of his learned com- 
mentator, sacrificed a little of his judgment to his grati« 
tude. He died in 1708, aged forty-si^c years. He is known 
more by his familiarity with greater men than by anything 
done or v^ritteu by himself. His works are not numerous,' 
nor of great merit. In 1691, he published, with a preface 
written by his friend and advocate Dryden, "A Dialogue 
concerning Women, being a Defence of the Sex," in 8vo j 
and, the year after, ** Letters and Poems, amorous and 
gallant," p*ublished in what is called *' Dryden*s Miscel- 
lany." These were republished aqnong th^ ** Works of the 
Minor Poets," printed in 1749, with other performances^ 
consisting chiefly of elegies, epitaphs, odes, and songs, in 
which he discovers more elegance than vigour^ an*d seldom 
rises higher than to be pretty. * 

WALSINGHAM (Sir Francis), ah eminent statesnaai^ 
in the reign of queen Elizabeth, of an ancient family in 
Norfolk, was the third and youngest son of William Wal- 
singham of Scadbury, in the parish of Chislehurst, in Kent^ 
by Joyce, daughter of Edmund Denny, of Cheshunt in 
Hertfordshire. He was born at Chislehurst in 1536. He 

* 

spent some time at King's-college in Cambridge, but, to 
complete his education^ travelled into foreign countries^ 
where he acquired various languages and great accomplish- 
ments. These soon recommended him to be agent to sir 
William Cecily lord Burleigh; and under his direction he 
came to be employed in the most important affairs of state. 
His first engagement was as ambassador in France dur- 
ing the civil wars in that kingdom. In August 1570^ 
Ke was se^t a second time there in the same capacity, to 
ti'eat of a marriage between queen Elizabeth and the duke 
of Alen^on, with other matters ; and continued until Apnl 

> Cibber*s Lires.— Johnsoo's Poets — ^Bowles's edition of Pope*t Works. See 
loHex.— Malone's Dryden, vol, I. 323. IV. 53, 363.^Sp€Mce'a AiwBcdotet, 
JdS. 
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1573 at the court of Franoe, where be acquitted himsetC 
with great capacity and fidelity, spariifg neither pains nov 
money to promote the queen's interest, who, however, did 
not support hioi with fxiuch liberality. It was even with 
great difficulty that he could procure such supplies as were 
necessary for the support of his dignified station. In a let- 
ter from him (Harleian MSS. No. 260), to the eari of Lei- 
cester, dated Paris, March 9, 1570, he earnestly solicits 
for some allowance on account of the great dearth in 
Trance ; desiring lord Leicester to use bis intt^rest in big 
behalf, that he might not be so overburthened with the 
care bow to live, as to^be hindered from properly attending 
to the business for which he was sent thither. Five days 
after he wrote a letter to lord Burleigh, which gives a cu* 
rious account of the distresses to which Elizabeth's repre^ 
s^ntative was reduced by her singular parsimony. '^ Your 
lordship knoweth necessity bath no law, and therefore I 
hope that my present request, grounded on necessity, will 
weigh accordingly. And surely if necessity forced me not 
hereto, I would forbear to do it for many respects. ' I do 
not doubt, after my lord of Buckburst's return, but you 
shall understand, as well by himself, as by others of his 
train, the extremity of dearth that presently reignetb here j 
which is such as her majesty's allowance dotb not, by 5/, 
in the week, defray my ordinary charges of household. 
And yet neither my diet is like to any of rpy predpcessors, 
nor yet the number of my horses so aiany a$ they hereto^ 
fore have kept. I assure your lordship, of SOO/. I brought 
in my purse into this country, I have not left in money and 
provision much aboye 300/. ; far contrary to the account I 
made, who thought to have had always 500/. beforehand tQ 
have made my provisions, thinking by good husbandry 
somewhat to have relieved my disability otherwise," &c, 
I.n another letter, dated June 22, 1572, he again solicits 
lord Burleigh for an augmentation of his allowance, uU 
ledging, that ot(iervvise he should not be able to hold out : 
but notwithstanding this and oiher solicitations, there is 
much reason to believe that the queen kept him in consi- 
derable difficulties. 

His negociations and dispatches during the above em- 
bassy were collected by sir Dudley Digges, and published , 
in 1655, folio, with this title, ** The complete Ambassa- 
dor; or, two Treatises of the intended Marriage of queen 
Elizabeth, of glorious oiemorv ; comprised in Letters of 
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Negotia^tion of $ir Francis WaUingli^m, her redden! in 
Tuuce. Together with the answers of the lord Burleigh, 
the earl of Leicester, &ir Thooi^s Smith, and otbei^f* 
Wherein, as in a clear Mirrour, may he $e^u the £^ces of 
the two Courts of England and Fraqqe, a^ they then stood > 
with many reoaarkahle passages of Stai^e, i»ot at all mec^ 
tioned in any history." These papers display Walslngham's 
acQteness, discern q^ent, and fitness for the trust that wa^ 
reposed in hio). 

After his return, in 1573, he was appointed one of th^ 
principal secretaries of state, and sworn a privy- counsellov, 
and soon after received the honour of knighthood. H^ 
now devoted himself solely to the service of bis country 
and sovereign ; and by bis vigilance «ud address preserved 
her crown and life froqi daily ^attempts and conspiracies. 
Jo 1578, be was sent op an embassy to the NetberlaiidSy 
and in 1&&1| went a third time ambassador to France, in 
order to treat of the proposed marriage between the queen 
and the duke of Aiuom i and also to conclude a league of? 
feasive and defensive between both kingdoms. He resided 
in France from about the middle of July to the end of thf 
year. In 1583, be was sent into Scotland on an embassy 
to king James, attended with a splendid retinue of one 
hundred and twenty horse. The particular design of thi^ 
embassy is not very clearly expressed by historians^ It 
appears to have been partly occasioned by king James hav* 
ing taken into his councils the earl of Arran, a nobleman 
very obnoxious to queen Elizabeth, Sir James Melvil, whq 
was at this time at the Scottish court, mentions their ex- 

f>ecting the arrival of secretary Walsingham, ^' a counsel* 
or," he says, ^^ of worthy qualities, wbo bad great credit 
with the queen of England.*' Sir James was sent to wel- 
come him, and to inform himy *^ That his majesty was very 
glad of the coming of such a notable personage, who was 
known to be endued with religion apd wisdom, whom he 
had ever esteemed as his special friend, being assured 
that his tedious travel in his long voyage (being diseased as 
he was) tended to mor^ substantial points for the confirma- 
tion of the amity between the queen his sister and him, 
than bad beeo performed at any time before/' 

Walsingham had then an audience of the Scotch king, 
and after several other private conferences with him, set 
out again for England. Bu( during his stay in Scotland 
kt declined baviugr any intercourse with the earl of Arran^ 
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f* for he esteemed the said earl," says Melvil, ** a scorner 
of religion, b sower of discord, and a despiser of true and 
honest men ; and therefore he refused to speak with him 
or enter into acquaintance; for he was of a contrary nature 
rehgious, true, and a lover of all honest men.*' Arran in 
resentment, did every thing be could to affront Walsing- 
bam; but the latter, on his return, made a very advan- 
tageous representation to Elizabeth, of the character and 
abilities of king James. Hume observes, that Elizabeth's 
chief purpose in employing Walsingham on an embassy 
^* where so little business was to be transacted, was to 
learn, from a man of so much penetration and discernment, 
the real character ef James. This young prince possessed 
very good parts, though not accompanied with that vigour 
and industry which his station required ; and as he ex- 
celled in general discourse and conversation, Walsingham 
entertained a higher idea of his talents than he was after- 
wards found, when real business was transacted, to have fully 
merited." Lloyd, who imputes universal genius to Wal- 
singham, says, that he could ^ as well fit the humour of 
king James with passages out of Xenophon, Thucydides, 
Plutarch, or Tacitus,' as he could that of Henry king of 
Firance with Kabelais's conceits, or the Hollander with me* 
chanic discourses." 

Sir Francis Walsingham was not only assiduous in the 
discharge of those important trusts which were immediately 
committed to him, or were connected with his office 'as 
Secretary of state, but he was also zealous to promote every 
public-spirited design, especially what regarded trade and 
navigation, which the English were at this time extending 
with great success to all parts of the world, Among othfcrs 
be patronized the celebrated Hakluyt in his studies and 
discoverie's, and also promoted sir Humphrey Gilbert* i^ 
voyage for the settling of Newfoun(41and, by procuring him 
a sum of money and two ships from the merchants of 
Bristol. 

In 1586, that ''the distance between the churches (of 
Kome and England) should be made wide enough," An- 
tony Wood informs us that a new divinity-lecture was 
founded at Oxford by sir Francis, ''a man of great abilities 
in the schools of policy, an extreme hater of the popes 
and church of Rome, and no less a favourer to those of the 
puritan party." In the letters which sir Francis addressed 
to the^ rhancellor of the university on this occasion, he 
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•ays, ^' whereas it is found by good experience, that the 
learning in popery, and in superstition, whereof our £ng^- 
lisbmen of late years trained io the seminaries beyond the 
sea so greatly glory, and so much hurt her majesty's good 
•objects, when they come to this realm from thence, hath 
by no means grown and taken root so deeply in those se- 
minaries as by certain public teachers in those seminaries 
that read and handle only common places of their false 
religion, which some call dictates, whereby the English 
Jesuits, and late made priests beyond sea, though in truth 
of small or no reading at all themselves, yet make a great 
shew of learning : I cannot but marvel, and inuch mislike, 
that in our universities here at home, as great care is not 
had for advancement of true religion of God here pro- 
fessed, by some more lectures of divinity to be read, espe- 
cially the handling the principal parts of our religion, 
whereby no doubt but that the ministry of the churches of 
this realm, which should spring from the university, would 
be not only better to deliver all true doctrine, but also to 
confute upon every occasion the contrary," &c. — The first 
lecturer nominated by sir Francis, was the celebrated Dr. 
John Rainolds (See Rainolds, p. 494), but the lecture was 
only of the temporary kind, and is supposed to have ceased 
on the founder's death. 

In the same year, 1566, he displayed his usual sagacity 
and vigilaiM^e in the management of every thing relative 
to the detection of Babington's conspiracy against queen 
Elizabeth ; and in October was one of the commissioners 
appointed to try Mary queen of Scotland. In the course 
of this trial Mary indirectly charged sir Francis with coun- 
terfeiting her letters and cyphers^ and with jiractising both 
against her life and her son's. Upon this sir I'homas rose 
up, and protested that his heart was free from all malice 
against the Scottish queen. ** 1 call God," says he, *^ to 
witness, that as a private person I have done nothing' un- 
beseeming an honest man ; neither in my public condition 
and quality have I done anything unworthy of my place. 
I confess, that out of my great care for the safety of the 
queen and realm, I have curiously endeavoured to search 
and sift out all plots and designs against the sam^. If Bal- 
lard (one of the persons concerned in Babington's con- 
spiracy) had offered me his assistance, I should not have re- 
fused it ; yea, I would have rewarded him for his pains and 
service. If I have tampered any thing with him, why did^ 
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be not discover it to save bis life ?*^ With this answer 
queen Mary said she was satisfied ; i^nd she desired sir 
Francis *' not to be angry that she bad spoken so freely 
what she had heard reporeed, aad that he would give no 
more credit to those that slandered her, than she did to 
auch as accused him." 

Soon after this sir Francis was made chancellor of the 
duchy of Lancaster. As to his share in baffling the designs 
of the court of Spain, Wei wood, in bis ** Memoirs," ia- 
forms us that Walsinghani, by a refined piece of policy, 
defeated, for a whole year together, the iiieaiures th^ th^ 
Spanish monarch had taken for fitung out bis armada to 
invade England. ^^ The vast preparations," be says, *' thai 
were making for a considerable time in Spain, kept all 
Europe in suspense^ and it was not certain against wboas 
they were designed ; though it was the general opinion 
they were to subdue the Netherlands all at once, which 
Spain was sensible could not be done without a greater 
force by sea as well as land, than had bitberto been emr 
ployed for that service. Queen Elizabeth thought fit to 
be upon her guard, and had some jealousies that she might 
be aiiped at : but how to find it out w^s the difficulty, which 
at length Walsingham overcame. He had intelligence from 
Madrid, that Philip had told his council that be had dis-* 
patched an express to Rome with a letter written with his 
own hand to the pope, acquainting him with the true de- 
sign of his preparations, and asking his blessing upon it, 
which for some reasons be would not disclose to them till 
the return of the courier. The secret being tlius lodged 
with the pope> Walsingham, by means of a Venetian priest 
retained at Rome as his spy, got a copy of the original let-> 
teri which was stolen out of the pope's cabinet by a gen- 
tleman of the bed-chamber, who took the keys out of the 
pope^s pocket while he slept. And upon this intelligence 
Walsingliam foond a wfty to retard the Spanish iuvasion for 
a whole year, by getting the Spanish bills protested at 
Genoa, which should have supplied them with money to 
carry on their preparations." In our article of Thomaa 
Sutton, founder of the Charter-house, we have mentioned 
that this gentleman was Walsingham's chief agent in get- 
ting these bills protested. 

Of the remainder of sir Francis Walsingbam> life we 
have few particulars. It appears, that, in 1389, he enter^ 
t4iined queen Elizabeth at his house m Barn Elms, aod^ 
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ts was usual in all her majesty's visits, her, whole courts 
Previoutly to this visity the queen had taken a lease of the 
ikkanor of Barn* Elms, which was to commence after the 
eipiration of sir Henry Wyat*s, in 1600. Her interest in 
this lease she granted by letters patent, hearing date the 
twenty-first year of her reign, to sir Francis Waisingbam 
and bis heirs. Sir Francis, in addition to his other dig** 
nities, was a knight of the garter, and recorder of CoU 
cheater. He passed his latter days mostly in this retire^ 
'ment' at Barnes, and when any of his former gay c<ho« 
panions came to see him and told him be was melancholy^ 
he is said to have replied, ^^ No, I am not melanchaly ; I* 
am serious ; and 'tis fit I should be so. Ob ! my^ friends^ 
while we laugh, all things are serious round about us^t 
GodHs serious, who exerciseth patience towards us : Christ 
is serious, who shed bis blood for us ; the Holy Spirit ia 
aerious, in striving against the obstinacy of our hearts : the 
holy scriptures bring to our ears the most serious tbings iti 
the world : the holy sacraments represent, the most serious 
and awful matters : the whole creation is serious in serving 
God and us :, all that are in heaven and hell are serious i-^ 
bow then can we be gay ?" 

Sir Francis WaUingbam died April 6, 1390, at bis town 
bouse in Seetbing*lane, so poor, it is said, that his friends 
were obliged to bury him in St. Paul's late at night, in the 
most private manner ; in confirmation of which fact, no 
certificate of his funeral appears to have been entered at 
tbe Heralds' college, as was usual when any person of con* 
sequence was interred in a manner suitable to his rank. 
How be became so poor must now be a matter 'of conjec«- 
ture. In the early part of his public life we have seen that 
he expended his own fortune in the service of his country, 
ajid what he gained by his official employments was not, 
probably,' more than sufficient to keep up his rank. 

His only surviving daughter had the singular lot of beiti^ 
wife to three of the most' accomplished men of the age, 
sir Philip Sidney^ the earl of Essex^ and the earl of Clan- 
ricard. She died at Barn -Elms, June 19, 1602, and was 
buried the next night privately, near her husband in St. 
Paul's cathedral* 

Sir Francis Walsiogliam was a puritan in his religious 
principles, and at first a favourer of them in some matters 
of discipline. To them he offered, in 1583, in the queen's 
name, that provided they would conform in. other points, 
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the three ceremonies of kneeling at the communion, w^ar*^' 
ing the surplice, and the cross in baptism, should be ex- 
punged out of the Common-prayer. But they replying to 
these concessions in the language of Moses, that '^ they* 
would not leave so much as a hoof behind," meaning, that 
they would have the church-liturgy wholly laid aside, and 
not be obliged to the performance of any office in it ; so 
unexpected an answer lost them in a great measure Wal- 
singham's affection. His general character has been thus 
summed up, from various authorities : ^* He was un- 
doubtedly one of the most refined politicians, and most 
penetrating statesmen, that ever any age produced. He 
bad an admirable talent both in discovering and managing 
the secret recesses' of human nature: he had his spies in 
mdst courts of Christendom, and allowed them a liberal 
maintenance; for his grand maxim was, that ** knowledge 
is never too dear." He spent his whole time and faculties 
in the service of the queen and her kingdoms ; on which 
account her majesty was heard to say that " in diligence 
and sagacity he exceeded her expectation." He is thought 
(but this, we trust, is unfounded) to have had a principal 
hand in laying the foundation of the wars in France and 
Flanders ; and is said, upon his return from his embassy 
in France, when the queen expressed her apprehension 
. of the Spanish designs against that kingdom, to have an- 
swered, " Madam, be content, and fear not. The Spa- 
niard hath a great appetite, and an excellent digestion. 
But I have fitted him with a bone for'these twenty years, 
that your piajesty shall have no cause to dread him, 
provided, that if the fire chance to slack which I have 
kindled, you will be ruled by me, and cast in some of your 
fuel, which will revive the flame/* He wDuld cherish a 
plot some years together, admitting the conspirators to 
his own, and even, the queen's presence, very familiarly ; 
hifit took care to have them carefully watched. His spies- 
constantly attended on particular men for three years to- 
gether; and lest they should not keep the secret, he dis-» 
patched them into foreign parts, taking in new ones in 
their room. His training of Parry, who designed the mur- 
der of the queen ; the admitting of him, under the pre- 
tence of discovering the plot, to her majesty's presence; 
and then letting him go where he would, only on the 
security of a centinel set over him, was an instance of 
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reach and hazard beyond common apprehension. The 
queen of Scots' letters were all carried to him by her ow;u 
servant^ whom sb« trusted, and were decyphered for him 
by one Philips, and sealed up again by one Gregory ; so 
that neither that queen, nor any of her correspondents ever 
perceived either the seals defaced, or letters delayed. 
yideo et taceo^ was his saying, before it was his mistress's 
motto. He served himself of the court factions as the 
queen did, neither advancing the one, nor depressiiig the 
other. He was familiar with Cecil, allied to Leicester, 
and an oracle to KadclifFe earl of Sussex. His conversation 
was insinuating, and yet reserved. He saw every man, and 
none saw him. ^' His spirit," says Lloyd, ** was as public 
as his parts; yet as debonnaire as he was prudent, and as 
obliging to the softer but predominant parts of the world, 
as be was serviceable to the more severe ; and no less dex- 
trous to work on humours than to convince reason. He 
would say, he must observe the joints and flexures of 
affairs ; and so could do more with a story, than others 
could with an harangue. He always surprized business, 
and preferred motions in the heat of other diversions ; and 
if be must debate it, he would hear all, and with the ad- 
vantage of foregoing speeches, that either cautioned or 
confirmed his resolutions, be carried all before him ia 
conclusion, without reply. To him men's faces spake as 
much as their tongues, and their countenances were in* 
dezes of their hearts. He would so beset men with ques- 
tions, and draw them on, that they discovered themselves 
wbetbier they answered or were silent He maintained 
fifty-three agents and eighteen spies in foreign courts ; and 
for two pistoles an order had all the private papers in Eu- 
rope. Few letters escaped his hands ; and he could read 
their contents without touching the seals. Religion was 
the interest of his country, in his judgment, and of his 
soul ; therefore he maintained it as sincerely as he lived 
it. It had his bead, his purse, aud his heart. He laid the 
great foundation of the protestant constitution as to its po* 
licy, and the main plot against the popish as to its ruin." 

In '^ Cottooi Postbuma, or divers and choice pieces of sir 
Robert Cotton," &c. is a short article entitled ** Sir Francis 
Walsingham's anatomising of Honesty, Ambition, and For- 
titude ;" but the book ascribed to him, entitled ** Arcaiia 
Aulica ; or,' Walsyngham's Manual, or prudential Maxims,*' 
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which hiM been printed seTeral tiaies, is of more ^oubtfol 
authority. ' 

WAjLSINGHAM (Thomas^ or Thomas of)» one of the 
best Knglisfa historians of the fifteenth centorj, was a na* 
tive of Norfolk, a Benedictine of St. Albans, and bistorio* 
grapher royal, about 1440, in the reign pf Henry VI. He 
compiled two historical works of considerable length, the 
one ** A History of England,'' beginning at the 57th Henry 
III. the year 1873, and concluding with the funeral ot 
Henry V. and the appointment of Humphrey duke of Gloe« 
cester to the regency of England. His other work is entitled 
** Ypodigma Neustrioe," a sort of history of Normandy, an«> 
cietitly called Neustria, interspersed with the aflaira of Eog<* 
land from the beginning of the tenth century to 14IS. . In 
the dedication of this work, which, with the other, was 
published by arohbishop Parker in 1574, foi. be tells Henry 
V. that when he reflected on the cunning intrigues, frauds, 
and breaches of treaties in his enemies the French, be was 
tormented with fears that they would deceive him : and had 
composed that work, which contained many examples of 
their perfidy, to put him upon bis guard. Walsinghaa 

' himself allows that his style is rude and unpolished, and be 
relates many ridiculous stories of visions, miracles, and por^^ 
tenfes, but all this was the credulity of the age. In what be^ 
longs to himself he is more to be praised : his narrative is 
liar more full, circumstantial, and satisfactory, than that of 

- the other annalists of those times, and contains many things 
no where else to be found. * 

WALSTEIN (Albert), duke of Fridland, a cetebraced 
German commander, was born in 1584, and descended of 
a noble and ancient Boiiemian family. His education ap« 
pears to have been irregular. At first he had no inclina* 
tion for study, but later in life be applied himself to astro* 
nomy and politics, at Paklua. After His return to his owti 
country, be married, but being soon left a widower, he 
went to the siege of Gradisca, in Friuli, and offered his ser-* 
vices to ilie archduke Ferdinand, against the Venetians. 
When the troubles broke out in Bohemia, he offered him- 
self to the emperor, with an army of thirty thousand men, 
on condition of being their general. The emperor having 

> Biog. Brit.— -Lloyd's State Worthiei.^Peck'i Detid«rata.— Birch's LiTtt, 
— -MelriPi Memnin.— Lyfons'i £nviroos, vol. II. — Lodge*! lilustratiooik-^ 
UwM'i Hift-*Wood>i Aaaalt. 

• Nicolfoa'i Hist. Library.— Henry's Hist, of Great Bptain, 
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Mns^ntedy Walstein marched at the bead of tins arpay, and 
reduced che diocese of Halberstadt and the bishopric of 
Halle ; he raraged bIm the territories of Magdeburgh and 
Atihalt; defeated Mansfeldt in t^o battles; retook all Si^ 
httia; vanquished the marquis d'Urlacb; conquered th# 
archbishopric of Bremen and Holsace, and tnade bioiseif 
master of all the country between the ooaan^ the Baitio 
sl^ft, and the Elbe ; Jeaving only Gtuckttadt to the king of 
Denmark, whom be also drove from Pomerania, where be 
had made a descent. Affcer^the treaty of Lubec, the em- 
peror gave him the titles and spoils of tbe duke of Meckleo- 
burgfa) who had rebelled; but Walstein publisiied an edict 
about that time, ordering the restitution of ecclesiastical 
property in the territories just given him ; and the protesi- 
tatitSy being alarmed, called in Giistavus Adolphus, king of 
Sweden, to their assistance. This step so intimidated the 
emperor, that he peniiit<»d Walstein to be removed, and 
sent onlj^Tilly against Gustavos* Tiily having been de* 
fsated at Leipsic by the Swedes, the conqeeror rushed into 
Germany like a torrent, which obliged the emperor to re« 
call Walstein, whom be appoieted g^eralissino. Wals- 
tein accordingly enteied the li^ts with the Swedish mo- 
narch ; defeated him, 9\\i was defeated in his cum ; took 
frem hian almost the whole of Bohemk, by the ciTptnre of 
Pragee, and fought with various success till the bloody 
bat^e ef Letfeen, November 1€, 1632, which Walstein 
lost, though Gttstavns Adolphes was killed at the com* 
RYenceflfient of the action* Walstein, notwithstanding this 
defeat, finding himself delivered from so formidable a 
prince, was suspected -of aiming at independence; and these 
snsprcicKis being fncreased by bis refusing to submitto tbe 
court of Vienna in any of bis enterprises, the emperor de- 
graded him, and gave the command to Galas. Walstein, 
alarmed aft this, made the officers of bis army take an oath 
of fidelity to him at Pilsen, January 12, 1C34, and retired to' 
Egra, a strong city on the frontiers of Bohemia and Saxony $ 
but Gordon, a Scotchman, lieutenant-colonel and governor 
of Ejgra, flattered by the hopes of great preferment, con- 
spired against him with Butler, an Irishman, to whom WaU 
siein had given a regiment'of dragoons, and Lasci, a Scotch- 
nan, captain of his guards. ^ These three, who are said to 
have been instigated to this crime by the court of Vienna, 
murdered him in his chamber, February 15, 1634. He 
was, at that time, fifty years old. The family of Walsleio 
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is distinguished in, Germany, and has produced sevetel 
other great men. ' 

WALTON (Brian), a learned English bishop, and «di-» 
tor of the celebrated Polyglott Bible, was born at Cleav^ 
land in the North Riding of Yorkshire, in 1 600. He was ad- 
roitied sizer of Magdalen college, Cambridge, under Mr. Joba 
Gooch, but in 1616 removed to Peter- House college, where 
be took a master of arts degree in 1623. About that time, 
or before, he taught a school, and served as a curate in 
Suffolk, whence he removed to London, and lived for a 
little time as assistant or curate to Mr. Stock, rector of All- 
hallows in Bread-street. After the death of Mr. Stock, 
be became rector of St. Martin's Orgar in London, and of 
Sandon in Essex ; to the latter of which he was admitted 
in January 1635, and the same day to St. Giles*s-in-the- 
Fields, which he quitted soon after. The way to prefer- 
ment lay pretty open then to a man of his qualities; for, 
be bad not only uncommon learning, which was more re- 
garded then than it had been of late years, but be was also 
exceedingly zealous for the church and k^ng. In 1639, ha 
commenced doctor of divinity ; at which time he was pre^* 
bendary of St. Paul's and chaplain to the king. He pos- 
sessed also another branch of knowledge, which made him 
very acceptable to the clergy : be was well versed in the 
laws of the land, especially those which relate to the patri^ 
mony and liberties of the church. During the controversy 
between the clergy and inhabitants of the city of London^ 
about the tithes of rent, he was very industrious and active 
in behalf of the former ; and uDon that occasion made sq 
exact and learned a collection of customs, prescriptions, 
laws, orders, prQcIamations, and compositions, for many 
hundred years together, relating to that matter, (an abstract 
of which was afterwards published,) that the judge declared, 
^^ there could be no dealiitg with the London ministers if 
Mr. Walton pleaded for them." Such qualities, however, 
could only render him peculiarly obnoxious to the repub«- 
lican party, and accordingly, when they had assumed the 
superiority, he was summoned by the House of Commons 
as a delinquent; was sequestered from bis living of St. 
Martin's Orgar, plundered, apd forced to fly ; but whether 
be went to Oxford directly, or to his other living of San- 
don in Essex, does not appear. It is, however, certain thai 

> Moreri. — Diet Hist, 


WALTON; it 

be SIVA6 afost erbelly trifated at that Kving^ likewb^i b<^ifi^ 
^ievoQsly iiaraased tliece ; and once, mlica be wmjs sougiit 
for by. A party of bocse, was forced Ao shelter l^imeelf «i 
a. broem-'field. The flisHiaer af his being seqiwstetied from 
ibis liyiagis a carious speeiaien of tiie principles of tfaostf 
vho .vp.ere to restore the golden age of poiiticall jaiAice. 8itf 
Uenry Mildmay and Mr. Adie, nenvbere of parUameiK^ 
fillet ^hemael'ves .drew up articles agaiofit lutn, iibotig^ n4 
wayxonperued in tiie parish^ and then sent tbem to 8aR«* 
don la be • witnessed and sabscrifoed. 'iTbos dispossesieA 
of both his liyiogs, be • betook. hwiself for refuse to Olt^ 
ford, as accerdtng to Lloyd, he woald otherwise bave beeii 
mardered. 

Oo Aagoat iS^ 1645, he was incoffporated in the 4iaii> 
versity of Oxford. Hece it was tiax ibe iormed the •noUe 
acbeme'of pnblisbing tbe Polyg\ott Bible; ami, upon ifae 
decline of ihe. king^s cause, ^ veiwedito tlie 4K>uee of Di\ 
Witliaai jFoUec, hiftfatber-io-.law, in .London, wbeve^ tbouigk 
faequentJy disturbed by the prevailing poivers, be \ivied t# 
complete it. 31be ^^fiiblia Pxdyglotta" was published at 
London iu lt6$F, in 6 vols, folie; vherein the sacMd teoet 
was, by h'la singular care and oversight, printed, not oxAf 
jn the Tiilgajr Latin, but also in Hbe Hebne«ir, flyriac, OkaU 
fiee, Sam^itan, Arabic, .£tiuapic, Perme, and Greeks lan^ 
■g«age6 ; each iiaving its peonliar Lafsa traaslation joined 
therewith, and an apparatua fitted to e»cb for she l^eftei^ 
sinderstandiag of those tongues. In this gneat work, so £s# 
as xelated to the corce/tting of it at tbe press, and 4)be ool^ 
laiii^ of copies, be iiad tbe assistance of several learned 
pefsons; the chief of whom .was Mr. Edjqaoad Casteil, after^ 
wards professor <if Acabic at Cambridge. Among his oxbet 
assistants were Mr. iSamuel Cladoke of Mer£on coiiege, and 
Mr. ThooMs Ajnle of Queen's college, Owford : he had 
also sense help faom Mr. Whelock, Mr. Thoiindike, Mr. 
i&dward Pocock, IMr. Thomas Greaves, Ate. Tojvarda 
printing tbe wovk, be bad contributions of money froas 
many noble persoiM «nd geutleasen, which wese pot iwie 
the hands of sir William Humble, treasurer for the said 
4rork. TIk Prolegomena and Appendix to it were at- 
tacked in 1650^ by Dr. Jolui Owen, in ^'Consideratiofis,'' 
-&e. who was answered tbe same year by Or* Walton, in a 
piece under 'the tide of ^'TbeCoosideMtor considered: 
iar^ « bssef View of certain Considerations 43pon tbe Biblia 
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Pplygloitai the Prolegomena^ and Appendix. Wherein, 
nmong other things, the certainty, integrity^ and the di** 
vine authority, of the original text is defended agaiD»t the 
consequences of Atheists, Papists, Anti«-Scripturists, &c. 
inferred from tlie various readings and novelty of the He- 
brew points, by the author of the said Considerations ; the 
Biblia Polyglotta and translations therein exhibited, wjth 
the various readings, prolegomena, and appendix^ vindi* 
cated from his aspersioiTs andcalumoiea ; and the questions 
Hboiit the punctuation of the Hebrew text, the various 
readings, and the ancient Hebrew character, briefly hand- 
Jed," 9vo. These prolegomena, which have always been 
admired, and afford indeed the principal monument of his 
learning, consist of sixteen paru : I. Of the nature* origin, 
division, number, changes, and use of languages. 2. Of 
letters, or characters, their wonderful use, origin and first 
invention, and their diversity in the chief languages. 3* 
Of the Hebrew tongue, its antiquity, preservation, change^ 
excellency, and use, ancient characters, vowel points, and 
accents. 4. Of the principal editions of the Bible. 5. Of 
.the translations of the Bible. 6. Of the various i-eadings 
in the Holy Scripture. 7. Of the integrity and authority 
of the original, texts. -8. Of the Masora, Keri, and Ketib, 
various readings of the Eastern and Western Jews, Ben 
Ascher, and Ben Napthali, and of the Cabala. 9. Of the 
Septuagint, and other Greek translations. 10. Of the La- 
tin Vulgate. 1 1 . Of the Samariun Pentateuch, and the 
versions of the same. 12. Of the Chaldee language, and 
versions. 13. Of the Syriac tongue, and versions. 14. Of 
the Arabic language and versions. 15. Of the Ethiopic 
tongue and versions; and, 16. Of the Persian language 
and versions. As these instructive prolegomena were highly 
valued by scholar! oi> the continent, they were reprinted at 
Zurich in 1573, fol.by Heidegger, with Drusius^s collec* 
iion of Hebrew proverbs ; and about 1777 Dr.Datbe printed 
an edition at Leipsic in 8vo, with a preface containing many 
judicious and learned remarks on several of Dr. Walton's 
opinions. 

. Nine languages, as we have observed, are used intbis 
Polyglott, yet there is no one book in the whole Bible 
printed in so mauy. In the New Testament, the fonr evan- 
gelists are in six languages ; the other books only in five; 
and those of Judith and the Alaccabees only in three. 
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Tbe Septuagint version is printed from ttie edilion at Home 
in 1537. The Latin is the Vulgate of Clement VIII. But 
for these and many other particulars of the history and pro- 
gress of this work, so great an honour to the Enalish press, 
we must refer to Dr. Clark's Bibliographical Dictionary, ancL 
that invaluable fund of information, Mr. Nichols's Literary 
Anecdotes. The alterations in the preface to the Polyglott, 
in which the compliments to Cromwell are omitted or al- 
tered so as to suit Charles II. have been long tbe topic of 
curious discussion, which has had the effect to give ^ facti- 
tious value to the copies that happen to have the preface 
unaltered. This, was a few years ago in some measure de»^ 
•troyed by Mr. Lunn, tbe bookseller, who printed afac simile 
of the republican preface, as it has been calledi which may 
be added by the possessors of the royal copies. 

After the restoration. Dr. Walton had tbe honour to pre«> 
aent the Polyglott Bible to Charles II., who made him chap** 
lain in ordinary, and soon after promoted him to the bisbop'^ 
ric of Chester. In September 1661, he went to take pos* 
session of his see; and was met upon tbe road, and received 
with such a concourse of gentry, clergy, militia both of the 
city and county, and with such acclamations of thousands of 
the people, as had never been known upon any such occa- 
sion. This was on the 10th of September, and on the 1 1th 
be was installed with much ceremony; ** a day,'^ ssiys Wood, 
** not to be forgotten by all the true sons of the Church of 
England, though cursed then, in private by the most rascally 
faction and crop-eared wb^lps of those parts, who did their 
endeavours to make it a May-game and a piece of foppery.'' 
This glory, however, which attended bishop Walton, though 
it seems to have been great, was yet short-lived ; for, re- 
turning to London, he died at his house in Aldersgate-street, 
Nov. tbe 29th following, and was interred in St. Paul's ca- 
thedral, where a monument with a Latin inscription wan 
erected to his memory, of which a broken stone now only 
remains, with a few words of the inscription, in the vault of 
St. Faith^s under St. Paul's. Pr. Walton was twice married. 
His first wife was Anne, of the Claxton family of Suffolk. 
She died May 25, 1640, aged forty-three, and was buried 
in tbe cbancel of Slundon churchy where a handsome monu- 
ment was erected to her memory. His second wife was 
Jane, daughter to the celebrated Dr. Fuller, vicar of St. 
Giles's Cripplegate. Dr. Walton had published at London, 
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hil6S5, <* tntroductio ad lectionem Lingaacum Oriental 
litftti," in 8vo. * 

WALfON (GeoroeJ), a gallaht naval officer, memor-^ 
sititefor ^he^brevity of -his dispatches, appears'to'bavebeeti 
i^f bbscure ofigibi nor is any thrngisnown df 'his'bistdry until 
his appointment, in 1692, to be first lieutermnt of fbe De- 
vonshire/ an eigfaty-gun ^hip. From this liaie we have on(y 
at:t;oi]nts of bis removals from one ^hip to another, without 
•toy Opportunity of particularly -dtspiaying hfs courage, un- 
til 17 rs; When he commanded the ^Canterbury of sij^ty. 
gtltis, and was sent under the conrtnandof'sir^George Byng 
to the Mediterranean. On 'the l l-th of August, the Sritish 
tt^^t, then oiF Sicily, which hud during the preceding day 
imd iiigfat,'been in pursuit of the'Spaniards, 'having come u^ 
so close to them as to render an engagement unavoidable,»the 
•inarqtiis de "Mari, one of their rear admirals, separated >fVoin 
Ifaf^ body of the fleet, and ran in for the Sicilian sboiie, #itb 
ttx^faips erf war,'and all the gallies, store-8hips,'bomb-^ltetthes, 
and i)[re-ships. <^aptain Walton was immediately detadhe^ ' 
Hfti^r them 'wrtb six ^faips ^df the line, ^by tbe comoolander- 
in'<d)yf,^bo 'himself pursued the reomiuder, and'soou'be- 
Ifan the attiicky the issue df vi^hich was, 'that be captured 
"four Spanish ships df war, one of them mounting "aix^ 
guris, commanded hy rear admiral Mari himself, one '<^ 
4fty-foUr, one of forty, and one of twenty-<fourgun9,*with 
In . bomb-vessel and a ship laden with arms; and burntone 
jibip of war mounting' fifty ^^four guns, two of forty, andone 
Ofthinjr, a fire-ahip, and a bomb-ketch. It 'may 'admit of 
some dispute, whether this 'brave officer derived a greater ^ 
degree of popukr favour from the gallantry of bis coo- ^ 
duct, or' the very singular account he rendered of it to faia 
vommander-in-chief,'aud to the world. The whole of bis 
diipatthes were comprised in the followinglaconicnote: 

" Sir, Canterhurjii off'l^racusej Aug. 16, 1718. 

^ We have taken and destroyed ail the Spanish ships 
and vessels that were upon the coast, tlie number as per 
margin. I am, &c. George Walton;'* 

His behaviottroii'this'oocasion prosured him the bonour 
4>f 'knighthood imcnediaiely on ibis retum, )He afterwards 
;roae'by.tbe usual .gradations to the ranktof^^dmiral of 4be 
.blue, and was'^amployed in various «e«ip«ditioiiB, .but with* 

1 Biof. Brit.— Atb. Ox.Tol. II.— Gen. Pict.— Lfoyd^i Memoin.— Walker'i 
ftpftfriogi, &c. 


A 1^ T O I^ tm 

oufc biding any opportunity of ac<|iMriog additioiiab iJA^t^ 
tinclion. In 173>5 be retjrQct altogetbec from apt^ve ser* 
vice- on* a pension* of 600/. a.year,,. a^d dued m 1740) ' • 

WAli^TON (bSAA^, ori, a«. be u«ed to. write iJ^.IZMK^, i^ 
celebrated, wriier Qn< tiie aitt of angji^^g^ ^nd tJ^Q ailtborr qC 
MfHoe vakiaJbla:livq8) ms^ Wn. at Staftord. in. August 1:493; 
m». firsti sQttlement 10 London, as a 8t)op](eeper<» Wia««io.tliy«| 
Jlc^al ^riie io: CorohiV,. bgjln bj( sir> T. Giieshf^ipp, ao4 
finisbedc in 1567. ia tbi^ sitiiatipn be couU sflarcel}! l)^ 
said to have bad elbow-room ; for, the shops over the Bim^ 
wece* but seven (f^% and 9, half long,, andf five vri4^-; yet be 
carried on hi« trade uil some twe before: 16^4,. v(bea ^^ba 
dw^lt oa the nortib< sjde of fleetrsireet, in ^ hou^ tw4> 
- d4K)rs we«t of the end of Cbancery-lane, ai»4 a)»Uittiing 01^,9^ 
mesauagfe- knowa by the sigi^ oi t{a^ Harrow ;** by wliicl^ 
sign the old timbev-boii^e at. the 84M3|^-w^ qotx^ oi 
Cbancevy-kne, if» Fleetf-sa^cee^. tiU uuilpin, these few year^ 
weakaown. A citi^en^ of tlw. age would 1^1903^ aa miucbk 
disdain to adioiti of 4 tieiD^oit: for haK bie sbofi, aa alwigh^ 
would to ride double*;, tbougbt the- bqetbirew- of one o£ th^ 
most anQienit orders, of the wofU vneret so httJe abfOte tbin 
practice^ that their coaimon seal wa& tbe device of t.wq 
yidf ng 0(ne horae. He marriedi probably, about 16S2; foi^ 
in tbflit year be Uved v> a t^aae io Chae^ery-bme,^ afiew^ 
doors higher up on tb/e lett hiaod tbaa the formeri and de-* 
scribed by tbe occupation of a seoapsteF ov miUiiier. Tb4| 
fbrmer of these wight be his own proper trad^ ; and the 
latter, as being a femjnvQe occufMMo|^ iqigbtVe carried 
on by bis wife: she^ h appears, was AnMO, tbe dajughteii 
of Mr. Thomas Ken^ of FuirnivalVinn, and s],stes pf Tbor 
imh aflerwards Dr. Ken, bisbpp of Bath, and Weli9» Al^ou4 
1643 be left London, aAd, with a fortune very far sbovt of 
what would now be called a coeapetency,. aeems to l;iave 
retired altogether from busiotess. Wiule; be qontii^u,ed ii^ 
London, his favourite recreation was angling, ip which be 
was tbe greatest proQcieat of bis time^ and, indeed, So 
gr^t were his skiU and ei^pseriebce iu that art,, that there 
i& scarcely any writer oa the subject since his, time who 
baa Qot made the rules and practiice of Walton hjbi very 
foiindation. It is^ therefore,, with tbe greatest propriety 
that Langha,ine calls him " tbe cojnnmQn father of all an^ 
glers.*' The rivec that be seems mostly to have frequented 

\ C^mpUeiri LiTCs of the Admirals. -pCharaock'i Siof . NaTtlis. 
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for this purpose was the Lea, which has it source above 
Ware in Hertfordshire, and falls into the Thames a little 
below Blackwall ; unless we will suppo3e that the vicinity 
of the New River to the place of his habitation might 
sometimes tempt him out with his friends, honest Nat. and 
R. Roe, whose loss he so pathetically mentions, to spend 
an afternoon there. In 1662 he was by death deprived of 
the solace and comfort of a good wife, ais appears by a 
monumental inscription in the cathedral church of Wor* 
cester. 

Living, while in London, in the parish of St. Dunstan 
in the West, of which Dr. John Donne, dean of St. PauPs, 
was vicar, he became of course a frequent hearer of that 
excellent preacher, and at length, as he himself expresses 
it, his convert. Upon his decease, in 1631, sir H. Wot- 
ton requested Walton to collect materials for a life of the 
doctor, which sir Henry had undertaken to writer but, 
sir Henry dying before be had completed the life, Walton 
undertook it himself ; and in 1640 finished and published 
it, with a collection of the doctor's sermons, in folio. Sir 
H; Wot ton dying in 1639, Walton was importuned by 
King to undertake the writing of his life also; and it was 
finished about 1644. The precepts of angling, that is, the 
rules and directions for taking fish with a hook and line, till 
Walton's time, having hardly ever been reduced to writing, 
were propagated from age to age chiefly by tradition ; but 
Walton, whose benevolent and communicative temper ap- 
pears in almost every line of his writings, unwilling to con- 
ceal from the world those assistances which his long prac- 
tice and experience enabled him, perhaps the best of any 
man of bis time, to give, in 1653 published in a very ele- 
gant manner his ^* Complete Angler, or Contemplative 
Mao's Recreation,'* in small 12mo, adorned with exquisite 
.cots of most of the fish mentioned in it. The artist who 
engraved them has been so modest as to conceal his name; 
but there is great reason to suppose they are the work of 
Lombarty who is mentioned in the <* Sculptura" of Mr. 
Evelyn ; and also that the plates were of steel. ^^ The 
Complete Angler'* came into the world attended with en- 
comiastic verses by several writers of that day. What re- 
ception in general the book met with may be naturally in- 
ferred from the dates of the subsequent editions ; the second 
came abroad in 1655; the third in 1664; the fourth in 
1668, and the fifth and last iq 1676. Sir John Hawkina 
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had traced the several variations which the anthor firomr 
time to time made in these subsequent editions, as well by 
adding new facts and discoveries as by enlarging on the 
more entertaining parts of the dialogue. The third and 
fourth editions of his book have several entire new chap- 
ters; and the fifth, the last of the editions published in hit 
life-time, contains no less than eight chapters more tlian 
the first, and twenty pages more than the fourth. Not 
having the advantage of a learned education, it may seem 
unaccountable that Walton so frequently cites authors that 
have written only in Latin^ as Gesner, Cardan, Aldrovan* 
dus, Kondeletius, and even Albertus Magnus; but it may' 
be observed, that the voluminous history of animals, of 
which the first of these was author, is in effect translated- 
into English by Mr. Edward 7'opsel, a learned divine, 
chaplaiu, as it seems, in the church of St. Botolpl^ AU 
dersgate, to Dr. Neile, dean of Westmijisier : the transla- 
tion was published in 1658, and, containing in it number- 
Jess particulars concerning frogs, serpents, caterpillars^ and- 
other animals, though not of fish, extracted from the other 
writers above-named, and others, with their naioes to the. 
respective facts, it furnished Walton with a great variety, 
of intelligence, of which in the later editions of hia book be 
has carefully availed himself: it was therefore through the 
medium of this translation alone that he was enabled to 
cite the other authors mentioned above ; vouching the au- 
thority of the original writers, as he elsewhere does sir 
Francis Bacon, whenever occasion occurs to mention hia 
natural history, or any other of his works^ PHny was 
translated to his hand by Dr. Philemon Holland ; as were 
also Janus Dubravius '< de Piscinis & Piscium natura,'* and 
Lebault's ^' Maison Rustique,^' so often referred to by him 
in the course of his work. Nor did the reputation of *^ Tba 
Complete Angler** subsist only in the opinions of those for 
whose use it was more peculiarly calculated ; but even the 
learned, either from the known character 6f the author, or 
those internal evidences of judgment and veracity contained 
in it, considered it as a work of merit, and for various pur<* 
poses referred to its authority. Dr. Thomas Fuller, in his 
" Worthies,'* whenever he has occasion to speak of fish, 
uses his very words. Dr. Plot, in his " History of SuSbrd<^ 
shire," has, on the authority of our author, related two of the 
instances of the voracity of the pike, and confirmed them 
by two other signal ones, that had then lately fallen out la 
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tifftt eoitinty. Tttfeste are testimonies in favour of Walton's 
authority in matters respecting: fish dnd< fistiing; and it will 
bfti^dly be thought a cKmrmitioii af that of Futler to ray, 
tfrae- bef wa^ acquainted' with, and a friend of, the peraon 
wKdm he thcrs mplicftly eoinmends. Aboat two years after 
the restoration, Wakort- wi^ote tl»e life of ' Mr. Richard 
H^oke^r, anthor of the ** Ecclesiastical Pofity :'* he wa» 
etijoined to uncfertabe tiiis work by his frienJ Dr. Gilbert 
Sbetdon, afteiwarrfs archbishop of Canterbury, who, by 
the d'ay, was an angHer. Bishop King, in a letter to the 
adthor, say» of rhis Kfe, ^ IhaveofCet) seen Mr. Hf>oker 
with my father, who was afterwards bishop of London, from 
whom, and others at that tine, I have heard of the most 
material passages wMch you rehite in the history of hit 
life.** Sh^'WiMtam Dugdale, speaking of the three post- 
Im^oiid books of thd " Ecclesiastical Pohty,"= refcra the 
reader ^^ to that seasorrable historical discourse lately coniY 
piled dnd puMish^d, with great judgment and integrity, by 
that fDUcb-deserving person Mr. Isaac Walton." 

The Kfe of Mr. George Herbert, as it stands the fourth 
Md fast in the vohiitoe in vi^hich that and the three former 
lire coileeted, seenhs fo htire beeti written the next after 
Hooker^'s : it was first publii^ed in 1670. Walton professes 
llimself to have been* a stranger to the person of Herbert ; 
Md though be assoifes uh his Ifife of him was a free-wiU 
offering, it abounds with curious inforturation, and is no 
#ay inferior to any of the former. Two of these lives, vre. 
those of Hooker and Herbert, we are told, were written 
imder the root of Walton^s good friend and patron Dr. 
George Morley, bishop of Winchester ; which seems ta 
^ree with Wood's aecorunt, that, " after his quitting Loti- 
dofff he lired mostly in the families of the eminent clergy 
of trhat time ;*' and none who consider the inoffensKenes^ 
pt bis marrnerji and the pains he took in celebrating the 
livea and actions of good men, can doubt his being mu<:h 
belored by them. 

In 1670^ these lires were collected and pubKshed in 
octavov with a dedication to the abote bishop of Wincbes-> 
ter,' aud a preface, containing the motives for writing them ; 
this preface is followed by a copy of verses, by his inti- 
mate friend and adopted son, .Charles Cotton, of Bere's- 
ford in SiafFordshire, ^sq. the author of the second part of 
jtbc ** Complete Angler.*' The " Complete Angler** having, 
in the space of twenty-three years, gone through four 
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editions^ Waltoii, in 1676, and in the erghtji-tbinl^ year of 
Intf age, waa^ pvepaiing a fiftl% with addM^nt) ft>r the pras9^> 
when Colton wrote a tecond fsait o£ fbat work Cottoiv 
MrtMiiiued the manvBcripl to Waibow's peruaai, who retamed 
H aritb hie approiaration, and a few nai^iudr striotares;. and 
iff that jwar they were pubiished together. Cotton' ar booki 
had tbe title of ^*Tbe ebmpletC'Angter; being instruct- 
ticMM bow to aitgle for a Iroaa of grayiing, ima ehns streamy 
Part li.'* aoil it baa ever since been reoetved as* m setood 
psrt of Walton^s^ hook, Ixh tbe titW^pBge- is a oipfacr, com- 
poeed oC the i»itial ktters of both tberr names r wbiok 
eifther, Cetttm tetto tis^ he had OMised \m be cwu in stoAe^ 
aod set up orer a' Ashing- bouse ihae be had erectted near 
hie dwetbog, oit tbe hank of dM little river I>of e, wfascb 
divides ehe caiMties. oi Sratfovd a«d D«rby. 

• Cotton** hook 16 a jifditieas aapp^emest to Walton's; 
bti k 0KMt not he conceoted, tbat \Vaihipn,: tbougb he was 
aa expert an dnigler, knew hut Uttke of (ly-fishbig ; and inn 
deed he is' so* ioigeottoiio as to conftss^ that the greater 
part o^ what lie has said en that 84fbjecc vrae eommtntcarted 
t» hiat by Mr. TiMnaae Barker, and not the resah of Ua 
own experience ^. And of Colton it roust be. said^ that, 
Kring in a country where ftj-fishing wasy aad is, almost 
tbe only practice, he had not onky the mean^ of acquiring, 
but actually possessed, toore skill in the art, as also in the 
method of making 6ies, than most men of iiis time. His 
booh is iQ fact a coBtinuatioa* of Walton's, not only as it 
teaches at large that brameh of the art of angling wbick 
Wahon had but s(igbtly treated on, but as it takes up Ve&> 
nator, Walton's piscaCory discipline, just where bis ouiater 
bad teft hiDi. 

• Walton was now in h'ts eighty-third year, an age, wbieb, 
to use his own words, ^* might ba^e procured hioi a writ of 
^set) and secured him from alt farther trouble in that 


* This Mr. Barker w«s a food- ho- 
noured fOMiping old man, and seems 
10 htvt been » txiok ; for lie says, *' h€ 
|iad been adoailted Uito Ibt »osi aair 
bassadors kitchens that had come to 
'Engfand for forty years, and drest fish 
for them;" for which he says, "he 
was duly paid by the Lord ?»otec»er.*' 
B« ipfnn a gveai deal of lino, and^ it 
tectne, money too, i» asbnug ; and, in 
sbo iatter part of bis- lito, dooM m an 
aJms- house near the Oaltfaottse, at 


Westminster. A f«w years after tko 
first pubiication of Walion's book, viz. 
in 1659, he ptiblWbeda boak. entiaed 
" Barker's Deliglit. or the Art of A»* 
glinf .** And, for thai lingular Teio^of 
hamoor that runs thronsh it, a ojiost 
diverting book it is. 

f A disebarge from the Qiti(m oT a 
judge, or ihe stata 9ni degree cf • 
Serjeant at lav. Dugdale, Orig. Jurjd. 
p« 199. 


90 WALTON. 

kind ;^* when he undertook to write the life of bishop San- 
derson, which was published, together with several of the 
bishop's pieces, «nd a sermon of Hooker's, 1677, in 8vo. 
It was not till long after that period when the faculties of 
men begin to decline, that Walton undertook to write thi» 
life ; yet,, far from being deficient in any of those excel- 
lences that distinguish the former lives, it abounds with 
the evidences of a vigorous imagination, a sound judg*^ 
ment, and a memory unimpaired; and for the nervous 
sentiments and pious simplicity displayed in it, let the 
concluding paragraph, pointed out by Dr. Samuel Johnson,, 
be considered as a specimen : '^ Thus this pattern of meek-t 
ness and primitive innocence, changed this for a better life. 
It is now too late to wish that mine may be like his, for I 
am in the eighty-fifth year of my age, and God knows it 
hath not ; but I most humbly beseech Almighty God that 
my death may : and I do earnestly beg, that, if any reader 
shall Receive any satisfaction from this very plain and as 
true relation, he will be so charitable as to say. Amen !** 
Such were the persons, whose virtues Walton was laudably 
employed in celebrating; and it is observable, that not 
only these, but the rest of Walton's friends *, were emi* 
nent royalists; and that he himself was in great repute for 
his attachment to the royal cause will appear by a relation 
which sir John Hawkins has quoted from Ashmole's '^ His- 
tory of the Garter." 

Besides the works of Walton above-mentioned, there are 
extant, of his writing, verses on the death of Dr. Donne, 
beginning, *^ Our Donne is dead;" verses to his reverend 
friend the author of the ** Synagogue^" printed together 
with Herbert's '* Temple;" verses before Alexander Brome's 
*< Poems," 1646, and before Cartwrigbi's *< Plays and 
Poems," 1651. He wrote also the lines under an engrav* 
ing of Dr. Donne, before his ^* Poems," 1635. 

Dr. Henry King, bishop of Chichester, in a letter to 
Walton, dated in Nov. 1664, says, that he had done much 
for sir Henry Savile, his contemporary and familiar friend; 
which fact connects very well with what the late Mr. Des 
Maizeaux, some ye^rs since, related to Mr. Oldys, that 

• 

* In the nomber of his tniimate Bdwin Saodys, sir Edward Bytb, Mr. 

friendi, we find Abp. Uiber, Abp. SheU Cr«Bnier> Dr. HAmmond, Mr. Chil- 

doB, Bp^ Morton. Bp. King, Bp. Bar- lingvorlb, Michael Oraylon, and that 

low, Dr. Puller, Dr. Price, Dr. .Wood- celebrated tcbolar and critic Mr. Joho 

ford> Dr. f eatly, Dr. Holds worth, sir Hales of Eton. 
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there were then several letters of Walton extant, iii the 
Asbmolean Museum, relating to a life of sir Henry Savile, 
which Walton had entertained thoughts of writing. He 
also undertook to collect materials for a life of Hales. Mr. 
Anthony Farringdon, minister of St. Mary Magdalen, Milk- 
street, London, had begun to write the life of this memo* 
rable person, but, dying before he had completed it, his 
papers were sent to Walton, with a request from Mr. FuU 
man, who had proposed to himself to continue and finish 
it, that Walton would furnish him with such information as 
was to his purpose. Fulman did not live to complete his 
design ; but a life of Mr. Hales^ from other materials, was 
compiled by the late Mr. Des Maizeaux, and published by 
him in 1719, as a specimen of a new ^'Biographical Dic- 
tionary.** In 1689, when he was ninety years old, Wal- 
ton published ^'T^ealma and Clearchus, a pastoral history, 
in smooth and easy verse, written long since by John Chalks 
bii, esq. an acquaintance and friend of Edmund Spenser :*' 
to this poem he wro(e a preface, containing a very amiable 
character of the author. He lived but a very little time 
after the publication of this poem ; for, as Wood says, he 
ended his days on the 15th of Dec. 1683, in the great 
frpst, at Winchester, in the house of Dr. William Hawkins, 
a prebendary of the church there, where he jies buried. 

In the cathedral of Winchester, on a large black flat 
marble stone, is an inscription to his memory, the poetry 
of which has very little to recommend it. Of the various 
editions of Walton*s Angler, and other works on the same 
subject, an accurate catalogue is given in the British Bib- 
liographer, vol. H. Of his ** Lives'* a much improved edi- 
tion was published by Dr. Zouch in 1796, 4to, reprinted 
since in 8vo. The life of Walton followed in the preceding 
sketch, is principally that by sir John Hawkins, in his edi- 
tion of the Angler. Dr. Zoucb's is perhaps more elegant, 
but has few additional facts. ' 

WANDE8F0RDE, (Christopher, Viscount Castle- 
comer), an upright statesman, was the son and heir of sir 
George Wandesforde, knight, of Kirklington, in Yorkshire, 
and was born at Bishop Burton, in the East Riding of thst 
county, in Sept. 1 592. His family was very ancient and 
honourable, the pedigree beginning with Geoffrey de 
Musters, of Kirklington, in the reign of Henry H. He 

^ Life bf Sir John Hawl(iii^-and by Dr. Zoo^b. 
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was taught by hb'viMuous^ mptkeliy ,ii|]e<r\ikdilii^f^^, ofiibtl 
Englisb tongue^, aodof the CbflsU^ r/»lig4on;.]Bn<lj)eQ^«t ^ 
•oon 9« it «a$ proper^ to tbe frfee-scbool ^f';W^l% <^ 
(fa^e iostcacted in diie'cottr9e in the L«tin aodCnstQlK lM«r 
guagie?' About tbe age* efi fifteen be was J4i<lged;fi$ .for ^be 
uoiyersUjiy ^d-sclmiued ofClafre-hali, Cawbyidgi^ ifixleit 
tbe .tqiiiifiiii ef Dr. MSInerv Here, it is supposedly bi^.ac- 
qwUfnUMce QOVdneoced wiUi .Mr. Wentwortb^ aftesv^arda 
earl of SlraflMl^ whiehgrew i^bo tbe str icteaC fi^tendsUkp 
and fraternal affeotion^ . JMc. Waodesforde is sard, t^ Jmt^ 
ssadf^ great 'pnogress aA coMege in tbe arts and ■ sci^^no^a^ 
and ,the kooAwiedge of lbi(»gs aatiiral^ inoraH and divijoe ; 
ll^Ut applied bimseif closely a^tfae.sMie tioae to the st|iMi]p 
ttflAr^ clatoiQiS and' paniculaiJy to- Osatory, ^9ppp^r«:)*rQ|ii 
his subseqluen^ speecbi^s in payliameijr. M-ithe'.age of 
pineteen. be Mlaa caUed from tbe aiw^efsii|y'by bis f9*hec*s 
death, to a 39ene of iiBpofftant b^iness^ t^e weigjb^ re^ 
gulation ofjamily affairs, with ao e^iate heavily in.?oi?^ ; 
his neceasairy atieotioti to^ which ^rev.es^ bim-ftQas piir^ 
auing tbe btydies prepaitaiory to th^.chiMrel^ vhi<:b- he bad 
originally cbo^seii as a prefes&iofiy*«itibd no«r relii^qiiisbed' 

After this, a geoeral acqaaiiYtanoa ViAk ibe laws of bis 
country sqeais to have been his leading, acqniremeiftt,. and 
bence, when be became a representa^ve in. papUament^ hi) 
was nominated oae of tbe eight cbi^- managers in tbe. iim* 
peacbnteni ,of tbe dnlie of Buekia^dnfi. Tbe aecoa^t of 
Mr. VVaiidesforde*s share in that tsansaetion, ad giveo by 
Rusbwortis^ is outch to tbe credit 0f his moderation and 
prudence.,. In the new parUanaeat^ which met March 17, 
1628, he^oiade a oonsptciiOi» .ftgurt, and aeted a truly 
Goastitutiopal part, supporting tbe( privileges of tbe people 
when attackedi and when these were secured by a confirm 
inatioQ ol' tbe'peticiou of right, adhering to bk sovereiga* 
About 16133,.. it was proposed by. Charles I. to send Mr. 
Wandesforde ambassador to Spain ; but tbia hooour was 
deciin^dy from bis not wishing to engage in any public 
eon ploy auent. , Soon after, however, wbe» bis friend lord 
Wentwortfa was fixed on to go aa lordUdeputy to Ireland, 
Mr. Wandesforde was persuaded to accompany bim as 
master of tbe rolls, from motives of personal regard He 
arrived at Dublin in July 1633, where be built a new of- 
9c^ of the rolls at his own cost In 1636 he was made one 
of the lords justices of Ireland, in the absence of lord 
Wentwortb, and knighted. Retiring to^bis'^eat at Kil- 
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fkns; 'KairGrm^detecRbls tioqk of '^^ Instracuons t»4»8 Son,^ 
•whk;bibe&rft»ciat&-0<^* ^i 1:6'^6. iHe^ooii after «old Kildftrc 
to Icrrd WeinK^'^ydoy'taitd ipurchased the estate 6f. Ca8d««- 
coiTier;>wlMH'eihe''(a9tBbtltsbed a tnanttfecioryforcottonn, and 
^tinid«d'»(fbll(el*y«^TiA f64p'<be'w«is Appointed lord-^puty 
•in';tfae'pl£Me-ifU0n«i6lhra*f£0vd,MaBd'gaVe sboki ^aiisfaottont^ 
tihe 4cing by'-his toniioct •in >th9it>high gtation, •tiiat be'wa^ 
cnsated b«irof» lilowbrtiy fitid'Aiiitti0rsy and .wooaitt Caatie^ 
vomen.< -Or ffaie(rdbai^t»ofithe '.patent, faawever, be ex^ 
KAiAnh&dy ^"its it'tf^t-^ivn^^for -« (faithftil eub^t :to iappear 
Mgber tbiiniusiitfty 'ivIian^hisJungy the fountain ^oftbonoora, 
38 likely 't(y'bd- iic^(»ed lower than '*ever ?" ;He 'iberefore 
lcl>rde*ed'tbeft^|elUUo•be oonceded, land his grandaon waa 
4betfirftt'Who>a6^flfie(t'itis*piUvilegea. 

His loisdsfl|ipiiied J^c« 3, '4640, :and*bis loss was JinWeit- 
^ally'laaveQrted^ aay» Ubdaoyfbeiro^avman of igreat>prudence, 
imoderaliooj iotegvkyytaiMlirnrUie. i kprd iSdiiaffbrdy on beam 
ing of )bi8 d«^t|i^^.id niid •to 'have attlered tbe followin|^ 
«postropba :< fMl jg^tJAi the ^teaiml God, ;tbat tbe death 4f 
-my couain 4¥aiid€lsftr4e» more aflbctt^ -me ^tbao iihe .prospeot 
of iny iMh \ <br ^tflM^^'jo^t itheifiohaat magaaine of learn** 
itfgi ^idam^ lhid<^)|j$ty9 'thatthesetimes eonldbooat/' 

Hi^ tordvbip^Ms^-iPc^boMed'by^ i^k daagfater to 'haae 'read 
•ovoF'thvi vrtiMe^SAld'^^easlyy and tto baTc made *<* great r€h 
•maArtipim'te^ ' ifbese reaiork|»y with other ^^Colieotions 
-inDiviattyi'^^a»e'^«aid to be'loa, and .ag it was for sorai3 
•time im^iied/^MHei&bU valuable 'fllnBtruotionstohis Son,** 
,an ect^ieiw lotfAiiill of piety and .wisdom, till a duplicate 
<copy^as(diis#4^v«rdrf Which had been ^privately transoribod, 
-and^fr^rfr^wliiffa ^e<work was printed under the care of the 
-author*^ » gr«at*^r^t-gKanfds6n, Thomas Comber, LL. D. 
kin 1777, n^fttfb; mth a*aeeoud volume in 1778, containing 
•anemotrs of the life end death of lord-^depoty Wandes- 
^forde.» 

WANDEY (HtJMPHaBY), a literary antiqnary of great 
4earniffgr sad acicuraoy, was the son ^f the rev. Nathanael 
*Wanley, fiome'titne vicar of ^Trinity-^ohurch in Coventry. 
SPbis tMattaailael^Wanley \iras bom at Leicester in 1633, 
'and died in 1 6^. Sesides^fihe vicarage of Trinity-church, 
-itis'probtfble^thet he had another in Leicestershire, firom 
*«be'foUowing thle^^page, ^Vox Dei, or tbe great duty of 
<aelf^TeAaction ifpM a mM^s ovia <waye9, by )^ Wanley^ 

> MtaiOict byPr.»C(>iaber.--*-PMrk?s edition of tbe RoyaUsd Noble ADthors. 
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M. A. anil minister of the gospel at Beeby in LeicetleN 
shire/* London, 1658. He was of Trinity-college, Ox* 
ford, B. A. ]653y M. A. 1657, but is not' mentioned, by 
Wood. Tiie work which now preserves bis Dane is bis 
«< Wonders of the Little World/* 1678, foL a work to be 
classed with Clark's ** Examples/' 2 vols. fol. or Turner's 
" Remarkable Providences/' containing a vast assemblage 
of remarkable anecdotes, &c. many of which keep credulity 
on the stretch. As these were collected by Mr. Wanley 
from a number of old books, little known, or read, it is 
not improbable that such researches imparted to bis apn 
that taste for bibliographical studies which occupied bis 
whole life. At least it is certain that Humphrey, (who was 
born at Coventry, March 21, 1671-2, and was bred first a 
limner, and afterwards some other trade), employed all his 
leisure time, at a very early period, in reading old booka 
and old MSS. and copying the various bands, by which he 
acquired an uncommon faculty in verifying dates. Dr. 
Lloyd, then bishop of Lichfield and Coventry, sent him to 
£dmund-hali, Oxford, of which Dr. Mill was then princi- 
pal, whom he greatly assisted in his collations of the New 
Testament. Hearne says, that during his stay in this ball, 
he attended but one lecture, which was in logic, which be 
•wore he could not comprehend. Dr. Charlett, master of 
University-college, hearing of Wanley*s attention to mat- 
ters of antiquity, induced him to remove to his own col- 
lege, which he soon did, residing at the roaster^' lodgings, 
who, says Hearne, ^* employed him in writing trivial things, 
so that he got no true learning.*' He certainly acquired 
the learned languages, however, although it does not ap- 
pear that he attended much to the ususd course of acader 
mic studies, or was ambitious of academic honours, as bit 
name does not appear in the list of graduates. By Dr« 
Charlett's means he was appointed an under-keeper of the 
Bodleian library, where he assisted in drawing up the in-* 
dexes to the catalogue of MSS. the Latin preface to which 
be also wrote. Upon leaving Oxford, he removed to Lon- 
don, and became secretary to the society for propagating 
Christian knowledge; and at Dr. Hickes's request, travelled 
ovar the kingdom, in search of Anglo-Saxon MSS. a cata- 
logue of which he drew up in English, which was after- 
wards translated into Latin by the care of Mr. Thwaites» 
and printed in the ^^ Thesaurus Ling. Vet. Septen.'^ Oxon. 
1705, fol. He was soon after employed in arranging the 
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valuable collections of Robert earl of Oxford, with the ap- 
poincment of librarian to bis lordsbip. In this employment 
he gave such particular satisfaction, that he was allowed a 
handsome pension by lord Harley, the earl's eldest soo 
and successor in the title, who retained him as librarian till 
his death. In Mr. Wanley's Harleian Journal, preserved 
among the Lansdowne MSS. in the British^useum, are 
several remarkable entries, as will appear by the specimens 
transcribed below*. 

Mr. Wanley remained in this situation until his death, 
which happened July 6> 1726, and was occasioned by a 
dropsy. He was twice married, first to a widow, with 
several children ; the second time, only a fortnight before 
' his death, to a very young woman, to whom he left bis 
property, which was considerable. 

^bout 1708, he first began to compile the catalogue of 
lord Oxford's MSS. and proceeded as far as No. 2407 of 
the present printed catalogue. Throughout the whole, he 
shews great learning and judgment, and his strictures are 
so just, that there is much reason to lament his not having 
lived to put the fiaishiog.hancito a work, for which he was 
in every respect so well qualified. This, which was said of 
Wanley, in the preface to the first edition of the printed 
catalogue in 1762, may still be repeated, without any dis- 
respect to his successors, because it is to be feared that 
much useful information was lost by his death* 

* ThU jouroat, which begias io he had % note under the bishop's band 

March I714-t5» and is regnlarly con- for the same: My lord undertook to 

^ued till wiUiin.a fonntght of hii manage this matter.*' — *' July 2 1,1 742. 

death, is Icept with all the dignity as Tikis day it pleased the most iliustrioas 

well as the exactness of the minutes of and high-bom lady, the lady Beorietta 

a public body. For instance, ** March Carendi«b Holies Harley, to add to ber 

a, 1714-15, present, my lord Barley former bounties tome, particularly to 

and myself. The secretary related, a large silver lea-pot foimerly given to 

that the reverend and learned Mr. EK- me by ber noble ladyship, by xenrling 

atob deceased some time since ; and hither (to this library) her »}lversmi(h 

tliat be having teen Mrs. Eistob his with a fine and large silver tea-kettle, 

sister, and making mention of the two lamp and plate, and ^ neat wooden 

MSS. which Mr. Elslob had borrowed stand : as in aU duty and gratitude 

from the library (being 54. A. 16. and bound, I shall never cease frum pray- 

42 A. 1£.), she said, she would take ing Almighty God to bJass her and all 

all due care to see ihem restored.— My this noble family with all blessings 

lord Harley expressing tome compas* temporal and eternal."— '* August 4, 

.sion on the unexpected deceasaof Mr. 1735, Mr. Pope <:ame, and 1 shewed 

Vrry of Christ-church, the secretary him but few things, it being late."-' 

shewed that two MSS. bnrrowed for his There are many more, and some very 

use by the present bishop of Rochester curious, extracts, from this journal i« 

-(Dr. Atterbn^), while dean of Chriat- Mr. Nichols's *< Literary Anecdotes.'* 
church, are not yet restored ; and that 
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Besides these labours, Waoley publiabed a transUitioD of 
Osservald'd ^' Greunds and principles of tbe Christian re* 
ligion, explained in a catechetical discourse for the instruo* 
tioo of young people/' This was revised by Dr. fitanhope^ 
and printed at London^ 1704| &vo. Uearne, who seensao 
bare had a pique at Waniey, represents hioi as an ansteady, 
ciif>ricious.nuin; and of this there are aome evidences in lua 
own journal. Heurne likewise asaerts that be was LnprU'** 
dent and dissipated, but for this we b8\^ cno other pr4hof^ 
and if he left considerable .propertiy, he had not been un*' 
M^ise in that respeot. There is .an original picture of him 
in the Bodleiau library; another, ihalf-leiigtfa, sitting, in tbe 
fMssession of tlie Society of Antiquaries. A mezizotinte 
:piiint of him was scoaped by Smith, in 1718, from afiaiat^* 
ing by Hill. ' 

WANSLEB (JotiK MicuAfEL), a learned tGerman^ ^was 
horn in 1.6B5, atCrfort,)in Thupiogja, where bis Caiherwas 
•inioister of a Lutheoan church. After baling studied phi- 
losophy land theology at iKAni^bei;g, be put himaelf onder 
Job Ludolf, in order to learn ithe <3iriental tongues of that 
•celebrated |)rofessor. Ludolf itaught turn 'the Ethiopic 
Among oihers ; and then sent him at bis .own «e«cpence into 
.England to print his ^'Ethiopic Dictionary,'* 'which caaie 
4»ut at London in l.€61. Ludolf complained of Waxwleb 
for inserting many false and ridiculous things, and afiteiw 
wards gave a new edition of it .himself. IXr. Edmund Caa- 
tell was at that time employed upon his ^^ Lexicon Hepta- 
glotton,'* and was much gratified to find in Wansleb a man 
who could assist him in his laborious undertaking; he re- 
ceived him therefore into his house, and kept him three 
months. Wansleb was no sooner returned to Gerouiny, 
than Ernest the pious, duke of Saxe-'Gotha, being informed 
of bis qualifications, sent him to Ethiopia: the prince's 
design was, to establish a correspondence between the Pro- 
testant Europeans and Abyssines, with a view to promote 
true religion among the latter. Wansleb set out in June 
1663, and arrived at Cairo in Jan. following. He employed 
the remainder of the year in visiting part of Egypt; but 
the patriarch of Alexandria^ who has jurisdiction over the 
efaorches of Ethiopia, dissuaded him from proceeding to 
that kingdom, and sent his reasons to Ernest in an Arabic 

< Nicboli'i Bowyer.^Letlere from EmiaeBt Pertoni, 1S13, 3 vols. BfQ^r- 
Preface to tbe Harleian CaUlofoe.-^UiiKUn't BiblionaMS* 
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letter, which is still extant in the library of the duke of 
Saxe-Gotha. 

Wansleb left Alexandria in the beginning of 1665, and 
arrived at Leghorn ; but durst not return to his own coun- 
try, because duke Ernest was greatly displeased with bis 
conduct, in neglecting the chief object of his embassy, 
and employing in an improper manner the sums he had re- 
ceived. He went therefore to Rome, where he abjured 
Lutheranism, and entered into the order of St. Dominic in 
1666. In 1670, he was sent to Paris, where being intro* 
duced to Colbert, he was commissioned by that minister 
to return to the East, and to purchase manuscripts and 
medals for the king's library. He arrived at Cairo in 1672, 
continued in Egypt near two years, and in that time sent to' 
France 334 manuscripts, Arabic, Turkish, and Persic. The 
Mahometans growing jealous of this commerce which Wans- 
leb carried on, he removed from Egypt to Constantinople, 
and had promised to go from that place in search of manu- 
scripts to mount Athos; but excused himself on pretence 
'that Leo Allatius had taken away the best for the use of the 
Vatican. He was preparing to set out for Ethiopia, when 
he was recalled to France by Colbert ; who, it seems, had 
just reason to be displeased with his conduct, as Ernest bad 
been before him. He arrived at Paris in April 1676, and 
might have been advanced not only to the royal professor- 
ship of Oriental languages, but even to a bishopric, if hia 
irregular life and manners had not stood in bis way. He 
lived neglected for two or three years, and then died in 
June 1679. 

His publications are, 1. ^'Relazione dello stato presente 
deir Egitto, 1671,'' 12mo. This is said to be an abridged 
account of Egypt, which had been sent by him in several 
letters to duke Ernest; and Ludolf has related, that the 
Jacobines, whom he employed to translate it into Italian, 
have deviated from the original in several places. 2. ^'Nou- 
velle Relation en forme de Journal d'un Voyage fait en 
Egypte en 1672 et 1673," 1676, l2roo. 3. " Histoire de 
TEglise d'Alexandrie* fondle par S. Marc, que nous ap- 
pellons celles des Jacobites -Coptes d^Egypte, ecrite au 
Caire m6me en 1672 et 1673. 1677," 12mo. * 

WARBURTON (John), a heraldic writer andjantiquary, 
was the son of Benjamin Warburton, of Bury in Lancashire, 

I Nicerov, voL XXVI.— Lobo'i Voyage D'Abjsi. toI. I^— Mosheim.-^ 
Moreri. * 
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by Mary, his wife, eldest daughter, and at length heiress of 
Michael Buxton, of Buxton, in Derbyshire. He was born 
Feb. 28, 1681-2. According to Mr. Grose, he received no 
education, and was originally an exciseman ; Mr. Gros« 
adds thdt he was ignorant not only of the Latin, but of 
his native language, and so far from understanding mathe- 
matics, he did not even understand guaging, which, *^ like 
Davigation, as practised by our ordinary seamen, consists 
only in lAultiplying and dividing certain numbers, or writr 
ing by an instrument, the rationale of both which they are 
totally ignorant of." It appears from Mr. Brooke Somer^- 
set^s notes, that Toms, who owed his rise to him, told that 
gentleman that he had great natural abilities, but no edu- 
cation. Grose observes, that *^ his life was one continued 
scene of squabbles and disputes with his brethren, by whom 
he was despised and detested." Toms remarks, that 
'^ though his conduct was faulty, yet he was extremely ill* 
used, especially by the younger Anstis, who was of a vio*f 
lent tyrannical disposition,'* and there seems reason to 
suspect that his quarrelsome disposition, rather than his in- 
capacity, has occasioned many of the discreditable reports 
which have accompanied his name. As a collector of an- 
tiquities he appears to have been indefatigable. 

The first appearance he made in public was in 17 16^ 
when he published his map of Northumberland. In 1719 
he was elected a fellow both of the Royal and Antiquary 
societies, and could not then, we presume, have been 
thought the ignoramus which he has since been repre- 
sented. He remained a member of the Society of Anti- 
quaries to the last, but was ejected from the Royal in June 
17^57, in consequence of not having made his annual pay- 
ments for^ great number of years. In June 1720 he was 
created Somerset herald, and appears to have been con- 
stantly at variance with the superiors of the college. In 
1722-3 he published in four closely printed 4to pages, "A 
List of the Nobility and Gentry of the counties of Middle- 
sex, Essex, and Hertford, who have subscribed, and or- 
dered their coats of arms to be inscribed on a new map of 
those counties, which is now making by John Warburton, 
esq."' In August 1728, he gave notice, that *^he k^eps a 
register of lands, houses, &c. which are to be bought, 
sold, or ' mortgaged, in England, Scotland, or Wales, and 
if required, directs surveys thereof to be made : also so- 
licits grants of arms, and performs all other matters relating 
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to the office of a herald. For which purpose daily attend- 
ance is given at his chambers in the Heralds* office, neai 
Poctors Commons, London, He answers letters post-paid^ 
and advertises, if required." This quackery did not pr^r 
bably raise him very high in the opinion of his brethren. 
In 1749, he published a map of Middlesex on two sheets 
of imperial atlas, with the arms of the nobility and gentry 
on the borders. But the earl marshal, supposing these to 
be fictitious, by his warrant commanded him not to take in 
any subscriptions for arms, nor advertise or dispose of any 
maps, till the right of such person respectively to such arms 
were first proved, to the satisfaction of one of the kings of 
arms. In bis book. of ^< London and Middlesex illustrated,'' 
after observing the above injunction of the earl marshal, he 
subjoins, ^* which person^s (Anstis) partiality being well 
known to this author, he thought it best to have another 
arbitrator joined with him, and therefore made choice of 
the impartial public, rather than submit his performance 
wholly to the determination of a person so notoriously 
remarkable for knowing nothing at all of the matter.'' 
After censuring, the notion, that trade and gentility are 
incompatible, as a doctrine fitted only for a despotic go- 
vernment, and judiciously remarking the moral impossi- 
bility there would soon be of proving descents and arms 
for want of visitations, he returns to attack tlie heads of the 
college, by saying, that such proofs are obstructed by the 
exorbitant and unjustifiable fees of three heralds, called 
kings at arms, who receive each 30/. for every new grant. 
In bis ^^ London and Middlesex illustrated/' he gave the 
names, residences, genealogy, and coat-armour of the no- 
bility, principal merchants, and other eminent families, 
emblazoned in their proper colours, with references to 
authorities. 

In 1753, Mr. Warburton published << Vallum Romanum, 
or the History and Antiquities of the Roman Wall, com- 
monly called the Picts Wall, in Cumberland and Northum- 
berland," with plates and maps, 4to. These, with some 
prints, are the whole of his publications, but he had an 
amazing collection of MSS. books, prints, &c. relating to 
the history and antiquities of England, which were dis- 
perse by auction after his death. He had also, but un- 
fortunately lost, a large collection of old dramas, of which 
a catalogue, with remarks, appears in the Gentleman's 
Magazine for September 1815. 

H2 
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Mr. Warburton died at his apartments in the college 
of arms, May 11, 1759, aged seventy -eight, and was ba<* 
ried on the 17th in the south aisle of St. Bennetts 'church, 
Paurs Wharf. A peculiar circumstance attended his fu- 
neral. Having a great abhorrence to the idea of worms 
crawling upon him when dead, he ordered that his body 
should be inclosed in two coffins, one of lead, the other of 
oak: the first he directed should be filled with green 
broom, bather, or ling. - In compliance with his desire, a 
quantity, brought from Epping forest, was stuffed ex- 
tremely close round his body. This fermenting, burst the 
coffin, and retarded the funeral, until part of it was taken out. 

Mr. Warburton married twice : one of his wives was a 
widow with children, for he married her son, when a minor, 
to one of his daughters. Amelia, another, married Oct^ 
23, 1750, to captain John Elphinston, afterwards vice- 
admiral and commander-in-chief of the Russian fleet, who 
died very greatly respected by the late empress, Catherine 
II. who created him knight of the order of St. George : be 
was deservedly honoured and beloved by all who knew him. 
This gallant officer died in November 1789, at Cronstat, 
after a short illness. By his last wife, our author bad John 
Warburton, esq. who resided many years in Dublin, and 
was pursuivant to the court of exchequer in Ireland : he 
married, in 1756, Ann-Catherine, daughter of the rev. 
£dward-Rowe Mores, rector of Tunstal in Kent, and sister 
of Edward-Rowe Mores, esq. M. A. and F.R. and A.S., so 
well known for his skill in antiquity, and the large collec- 
tions of choice MSS. and books he left at his death, which 
were sold by Mr. Paterson in 1779. This Mr. Warburton, 
leaving Dublin, became one of the exons belonging to his 
majesty^s yeomen of the guard at St. James's. Mr. Noble 
says, that going into France since the troubles in that king-* 
dom, be was one of the few English who fell victims to the 
sangbinary temper of the usurpers, being guillotined for a 
pretended sedition, by order of the national convention 
committee at Lyons, in December 179S ; but a correspond- 
ent in the Gentleman's Magazine says that the Mr. War- 
burton, who was guillotined, was the nephew and not the 
son of the herald. ^ 

WARBURTON (William), an English prelate of great 
abilities and eminence, was born at Newark-upon-Treot^ 

> Noble'f Coll. of Armi.— Nichols's Bowyer. 


W A R B U R T O N. loi 

ip the county of Notiingham, Dec. 24, 1698. llis father 
was George Warburton, an attorney and towD«clerk of the 
place in which this his eldest son received his birth and 
education. His mother was Elizabeth, the daughter of 
William Hobman, an alderman of the same town ; and his 
parents were married about 1696. The family of Dr. 
Warburton came originally from the county of Chester, 
where his great-grandfather resided. His grandfather, 
William Warburton, a royalist during the rebellion, was 
the first that settled at Newark, where he practised the 
law, and was coroner of the county of Nottingham. George 
Warburton> the father, died about 1706, leaving his widow 
and five children, two sons and three daughters, of which 
the second. son, George, died young; but, of the daugh- 
ters, one survived her brother. The bishop received the 
early part of his education under Mr. Twells, whose son 
afterwards married his sister Elizabeth ; but he was prin- 
cipally trained under Mr. Wright, then master of Okeham- 
school in Rutlandshire, and afterwards vicar of Campden 
in Gloucestershire. Here he continued till the beginning 
of 1714, when his cousin Mr. William Warburton being 
made head -master of Newark-school, he returned to hia 
native place, and was for a short time under the care of 
that learned gentleman. During his stay at school, he did 
not distinguish himself by any extraordinary efforts of 
getiius or application, yet is supposed to have acquired a 
competent knowledge of Greek and Latin. His original 
designation was to the same profession as that of his father 
and grandfather ; and he was accordingly placed clerk to 
Mr. Kirke, an attorney at East Markham in Nottingham- 
shire, with whom he continued till April 1719, when he 
' was qualified to engage in business upon his own account. 
He was then admitted to one of the courts at Westminster, 
and for some years continued the employment of an attor-* 
ney and solicitor at the place of his birth. The success he 
met with as a man of business was probably not great. It 
was certainly insufficient H> induce him to devote the rest 
of bis life to it: and it is probable, that his want of en-- 
couragement might tempt him to turn his thoughts towards 
a proCession in which his literary acquisitions would be 
more valuable, and in which he might more easily pursue the 
bent of his inclination. He appears to have brought from 
school moire learning than was requisite for a practising 
lawyen This might rather impede than forward bis pro- 
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gt^ss ; as it has been generally observed, that an attention 
to literary concerns, and the bustle of an attorney's office, 
with only a moderate share of business, are wholly incom- 
patible. It is therefore no wonder that he preferred retire- 
ment to noise, and relinquished what advantages he might 
expect from continuing to follow the law. It has been 
suggested by an ingenious writer, that he was for some 
time usher to a school, but this probably was founded on 
his giving some assistance to his k-elation at Newark, who 
in his turn assisted him in those private studies to which 
he was now attached ; and his love of letters continually 
growing stronger, the seriousness of his temper, and pu* 
rity of his morals, concurring, determined him to quit his 
profession for the church. In 1723 he received deacon's 
orders from archbishop Dawes; and his first printed 
work then appeared, consisting of translations from Csesar,^ 
Plin}% Claudian, and others, under the title of '< Miscella* 
Debus Translations in Prose and Verse, from Roman Poets, 
Orators, and Historians," 12mo. It is dedicated to his 
early patron, sir Robert Sutton, who, in 1726, when Mr. 
Warburton had received priest's orders from bishop Gib* 
son, employed his interest to procure him the small vicar- 
age of Gryesly in Nottinghamshire, About Christmasji 
1726, he came to London, and, while there, was intro- 
duced to Theobald, Concanen, and other 6f Mr. Pope's 
enemies, the novelty of whose conversation had at this 
time many charms for him, and he entered too eagerly 
into their cabals and prejudices. It was at this time that 
be wrote a letter * to Concanen, dated Jan. 2, 1726, very 
disrespectful to Pope, which, by accident, falling into the 
hands of the late Dr. Akenside, was produced to most of 
that gentleman's friends, and became the subject of much 
speculation. About this time he also communicated to 
Theobald some notes on Shakspeare, which afterwards ap-. 
peared in that critic's edition of our great dramatic poet. 
In 1727, his second work, entitled ** A Critical abd Philo- 
sophical Enquiry into the Causes of Prodigies and Mira- 
cles, as related by Historians," &c. was published in 12nio, 
and was also dedicated to sir Robert Sutton in a prolix ar- 
ticle of twenty pages. In 1727 he published a treatise, 
under the title of ^^ The Legal' Judicature in Chancery 

* This letter, which Dr. Akenside has been lately given to the world by 
says will probably be remembered as Mr. Malonoi in the ''Supplement to, 
long al any of ibe bishop's writins«i Shakspeare." 
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stated/' wkich he undertook at the particular request of 
Samuel Burroughs, esq. afterwards a master ia Chancery, 
who put the materials into his hands, and spent some time 
^in the country with him during the compilation of the 
work. On April ^5, 1728, by the interest of sir Robert 
Sutton, he had the honour to be in the king's list of mas- 
ters of arts, created at Cambridge on his majesty's visit to 
that university. In June, the same year, he was presented 
by sir Robert Sutton to the rectory of Burnt or Brand 
Broughton, in the diocese of Lincoln, and neiglibourhood 
of Newark, where he fixed himself accompanied by his 
mother and sisters, to whom he was ever a most affectionate 
relative. Here he spent a considerable part of the prime 
of life in a studious retirement, devoted entirely to letters, 
and there planned, and in part executed, some of his most 
important works. They, says his biographer, who are un- 
acquainted with the enthusiasm which true genius inspires, 
will hardly conceive the possibiHty of that intense applica- 
tion, with which Mr. Warburton pursued his studies in 
this retirement. Impatient of any interruptions, be spent 
the whole of his time that could be spared from the duties 
of his parish, in reading and writing. His constitution was 
strong, and his temperance extreme, so that he needed no 
exercise but that of walking ; and a change of reading, or 
study, was his only amusement. 

Several years elapsed after obtaining this preferment, 
before Mr. Warburton appeared again in' the world as a 
writer*. In 1736 he exhibited a plan of a new edition of 
Velleius Paterculus, which he printed in the ^^ Bibliotheque 
Britannique, ou Histoire des Ouvrages des Savans de la 
Grande Bretagne, pour les mois Juillet, Aout, & Sept. 
1736. A la Haye." ' The design never was completed. 
Dr. Middleton, in a letter to him dated April 9, 1737, 
returns him thanks for his letters, as well as the Journal, 
which, says he, *' came to my hands soon after the date of 


* At least there was nolbiog pub- 
lished Uimt can be wiUi certain^ as- 
cribed to him. Ia 1732, his patron, 
sir Robert Satton, haviog been a mem- 
ber o^ the Charitable Corporatioo, fell 
under the e^ruQ'^ of Uie House of 
Commons, on account of that iniqui- 
tous buiioess. He was expelled the 
House, and hit Ibirtune for some time 
seemed to^ be hoUea hot on a pre- 

On this qecasiQB n 


pamphlet appeared, entitled " Ap Apo- 
logy for sir Robert Sutton," It can 
only be conjectured, that Dr. Warbur- 
ton had some concern in thii produc- 
tion ; but, when the conneiioh between 
him and sir Robert, and the recent ob- 
ligation receired from that gentleman, 
are considered, it will not be thought 
niilikely that ht might, ^on this occa- 
sion, afford hii patron some assistance 
by4u9pSB. 
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my last. I had before seen the force of your critical genius 
very successfully employed on Sbakspeare, but did not 
know you had ever tried it on the Latin authors. I am 
pleased with several of your emendations, and transcribed 
them into the margin of my editions; though not equally 
with them all. It is a laudable and liberal amusement, to 
try now and then in our reading the success of a conjec- 
ture ; but, in the present state of the generality of the old 
writers, it can hardly be thought a study fit to employ a 
life upon, at least not worthy, I am sure, .of your talents 
and indjustry, which, instead of trifling on. words, seem 
calculated rather to correct the opinions and manners of the 
world.*' These sentiments of his friend appear to have 
had their due weight; for, from that time, the intended 
edition was laid aside, and never afterwards resumed. It 
was in this year, 1736, that he ma}* be said to have emerged 
from the obscurity of a private life into. the notice of the 
world. The first publication, which rendered him after- 
wards famous, now appeared, under the title of" The Al- 
liance between Church and State ; or, the necessity and 
equity of an established religion and a test-law, demon- 
strated from the essence and end of civil society, upon the 
fundamental principles of the law of nature and nations." 
In this acute and comprehensive work he discusses the obli- 
gation which lies upon every Christian community to to- 
lerate the sentiments, and even the religious exercises of 
those who, in the incurable diversity of human opinion, 
dissent from her doctrines ; and the duty which she owes to 
herself of prohibiting by some test the intrusion into civil 
offices of men who would otherwise endanger her existence 
by open hostility, or by secret treachery. His biographer, 
bishop Hurd, remarks, that this work was neither calculated 
to please the high church divines, nor the low ; but, he 
adds, that ^* although few at that time were convinced, all 
were struck by tins essay of an original writer, and could 
not dissemble their admiration of the ability which ap- 
peared in the construction of it." " There was, indeed,'* 
continues Hurd, ^^ a reach of thought in this system of 
church policy, >yhich would prevent its making its way at 
oncle. It required time and attention, even in the most 
capable of its readers, to apprehend the force of the argu- 
mentation, and a more than cDuimon share of candoux to. 
adopt the conclusion, when they did. The author had 
therefore reason to be satisfied with the reception of IfXs^ 
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theory, such as it was; and having thoroughly persuaded 
himself of its truth, as well as importance, he continued to 
enlarge and improve it in several subsequent editions ; and 
in tbe last, by the opportunity which some elaborate at- 
tempts of his adversaries to overturn it, had afforded him, 
he exerted his whole strength upon it, and has left it in a 
condition to brave the utmost efforts of future criticism/' 
The late bishop Horsley, in his ^^ Review of the case of the 
Protestant Dissenters" published in 1787, says that War- 
bfirton has in this work '^ shewn the general good policy of 
an establishment, and the necessity of a test for its secu- 
rity, upon principles which republicans themselves cannot 
easily deny. His work is one of the finest specimens that 
are to be found, perhaps, in any language, of scientific 
reasoning applied to a political subject." 

In the close of the first edition of the " Alliance" was 
announced tbe scheme of '' The Divine Legation of Moses,'* 
in which he had at this time madea considerable progress. 
The first volume of this work was published in January 
1737-8, under the title of " The Divine Legation of Moses' 
demonstrated on the principles of a religious deist, from 
the omissions of the doctrine of a future state of rewards 
and' punishments in the Jewish dispensation : in six books." 
This was, as the author afterwards observed, fallen upon 
in, so outrageous and brutal a manner as had been scarcely 
pardonable had it been " The Divine Legation of Maho- 
met." It produced several answers, and so much abuse 
from the authors of **The Weekly Miscellany," that iu 
less than two months he was constrained to defend himself 
in ^' A Vindication of the Author of the Divine Legation 
of Moses, from the aspersions of tbe Country Clergyman's 
Letter in the Weekly Miscellany of February 14, 1737-8," 
8vo. Tbe principle of the " Divine Legation" was not less 
bold and original than the execution. — ^That the doctrine 
*of a future state of reward and punishment was omitted in 
the books of Moses, had been insolently urged by infidels 
against the truth of his mission, while divines were feebly 
occupied in seeking what was certainly not to be found 
there, otherwise than by' inference and implication. But 
Warbqrton, with an intrepidity unheard of before, admitted 
the proposition in its fullest extent, and proceeded to de- 
monstrate from that very omission, which in all instances 
of legislation, merely human, had been industriously avoid- 
pdj that a system which could dispense with a doctrine, 
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the very bond and cement of human society, must have 
come from God, and that the people to whom it was given 
must have been placed under his immediate superintend- 
ence. But it has been well observed, that although in the 
bands of such a champion, the warfare so conducted might 
be safe, the experiment was perilous, and the combatant 
a' stranger : hence the timid were alarmed, the formal dis- 
concerted ; even the veteran leaders of his own party were 
scandalized by the irregular act of heroism ; and be gave 
some cause of alarm, and even of dissatisfaction, to the 
friends of revelation. They foresaw, and deplored a con- 
sequence, which we believe has in some instances actually 
followed ; namely, that this hardy and inventive champion 
has been either misconceived or misrepresented, as having 
chosen the only firm ground on which the divine authority 
of the Jewish legislator could be maintained ; whereas that 
great troth should be understood to rest on a much wider 
and firmer basis : for could the hypo'thesis of Warburton 
be demonstrated to be inconclusive ; had it even been dis- 
covered (which, from the universal knowledge of the his- 
tory of nations at present is impossible) that a system of 
legislation, confessedly human, bad actually been instituted 
and obeyed without any reference to a future state, still 
the divine origin and authority of the Jewish polity would 
stand pre-eminent and alone. Instituted in a barbarous 
age, and in the midst of universal idolatry, a system which 
taught the proper unity of the Godhead ; denominated bis 
person by m sublime and metaphysical name, evidently im- 
plying self- existence ; which, in the midst of fanatical 
bloodshed and lust, excluded from its ritual every thing 
libidinous or cruel, (for the permission to offer up beasts in 
. sacrifice is rro more objectionable than that of their slaughter 
'lor human food, and both are positively humane,) the re- 
fusal in the midst of a general intercommunity of gods, to 
admit the association of any of them with Jehovah : — all 
these particulars, together with the purity and sanctity of 
the moral law, amount to a moral denionstration that the 
religion came from God. 

Warburton's Divine Legation, says the same masterly 
writer to whom we are indebted for the preceding observa-' 
nations *, is one of the few theological, and still fewer con- 

• Quarterly RcTiew, No. XIV. ReTiew of Warburtdo's Works, an article of 
vncomoiMi ability, whicb «e wish we were at liberty to tMiga to its proper 
author. 
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troversial 'works, which scholars perfectly indifferent to 
such subjects will ever read with delight. The novelty of 
the hypothesis, the masterly conduct of the argument, the 
hard blows which this champion of faith and orthodoxy is 
ever dealing about him against the enemies of both, thd 
scorn with which he represses shallow petulance, and the 
illimitable acuteness with which he exposes dishonest so- 
phistry, the compass of literature which he displays, his 
widely extended views of ancient polity and religion, but, 
above all, that irradiation of unfailing and indefectible ge- 
nius which, like the rich sunshine of an Italian landscape, 
illuminates the whole,— *all these exrellences will rivet 
alike the attention of taste, and reason, and erudition, as 
long as English literature shall exist ; while many a stand- 
ard work, perhaps equally learned and more convincing, it 
permitted to repose upon the shelf. But it is in his episodes 
und digressions that Warburtou's powers of reason and 
brilliancy of fancy are most conspicuous. They resemble 
the wanton movements of some powerful and half-broken 
quadruped, who, disdaining to 'pace along the highway 
under a burden which would subdue any other animal of 
his species, starts aside at every turn to exercise the na- 
tive elasticity of his muscles, and throw off the waste ex- 
uberance of hi3 strength and spirits. Of these the most 
remarkable are his unfortunate hypothesis concerning the 
origin and late antiquity of the Book of Job, his elabprate 
and successful Disquisition on Hieroglyphics and Picture- 
writing, and his profound and original Investigation of the 
Mysteries. 

Mr. Warburton's extraordinary merit had now attracted 
the notice of the heir-apparent to the crown, in whose im- 
mediate service we find him in June 1738, when he pub- 
lished/^ Faith working by Charity to Christian edification ; 
a sermon preached at the last episcopal visitation for con* 
firmation in the diocese of Lincoln ; with a preface, shew- 
ing the reasons of its publication ; and a postscript, pcca^ 
sioned by some letters lately published in the Weekly Mis- 
cellany : by William Warburton, M. A. chaplain to his 
royal highness the prince of Wales." A second edition of 
*• Tlie Divine Legation" also appeared in November 1738. 
In March 1739, the world was in danger of being deprived 
of this extraordinary genius by an intermitting fever, which 
with some difficulty was relieved by a plentiful use of the 
bark. His reputation was now rising every day ; and b0 
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about this time rendered a service to Pope, by means of 
which he acquired an ascendancy over that great poet, 
which will astonish those who observe the air of superiority 
which, until this connection, had been shewed in all Pope^s 
friendships, even with the greatest men of the age. Xbe 
'' Essay on Man'* had been now published some years ; and 
it is universally supposed that the author had, in the com- 
position of it, adopted the philosophy of lord Bolingbroke^ 
whom on ihis occasion he had followed as his guide, with- 
out understanding the tendency of his principles. In, 1759 
M. de Crousaz wrote some remarks on it, accusing the 
author of Spinosism and Naturalism; which falling into Mr, 
Warburton*s hands he published a defence of the 'first 
epistle in ^' The Works of the Learned," and soon after 
of the remaining three, in seven letters, of which six were 
printed in 1739, and the seventh in June 1740, under the 
title of " A Vindication of Mr. Pope's Essiay on Man, by 
the author of the Divine Legation." The opinion which 
Mr. Pope conceived of these defences, as well as of their 
author, will be best seen in his letters. In consequence^ 
a firm friendship was established between them, which con- 
tinued with much undiminished fervour until the death of 
Mr. Pope, who, during the remainder of his life, p^id a 
deference and respect to his friend's judgment and abilities 
which will be considered by many as almost bordering oq 
servility. 

In 1741 the second volume of "The Divine Lega- 
tion," in two parts, containing books IV. V. VI. was pub- 
lished ; as was also a second edition of the " Alliance 
between Church and State." In the summer of that year 
Mr. Pope and Mr. Warburton, in a country-ramble, took 
Oxford in their way, where they parted ; Mr. Pope, after 
one day's stay, going westward ; and Mr. Warburton, who 
stayed a day after him to visit Dr. Conybeare, then d^^q of 
Christ Church, returning to London. On that day the 
vice chancellor. Dr. Leigh, sent a message to his lodgings 
with the usual compliment, to know if a doctor's degree in 
divinity would be acceptable to him ; to which such an 
answer was returned as so civil a message deserved. About 
the same time Mr. Pope had the like offer made him of a 
doctor's degree in law, which be seemed disposed to accept, - 
until he learnt that some impediment had been thrown in 
the way of his friend's receiving the compliment intended 
for him by the vice-chancellor. He then absolutely re- 
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fused that proposed to himself. ^* Mr. Pope," says Hurd^ 
^^ retired with some indignation to Twickenham, but con- 
soled himself and his friend with this sarcastic refltction, 
• We shall take our degree together mfavie^ whatever we 
do at the university.* '* This biographer also informs us 
that *'the university seemed desirous of enrolling their 
naipes among th^ir graduates,'* but that *^ intrigue and 
envy defeated this scheme.". He adds, that this M^as ** the 
fault of one or two of its (the university's) members," a 
Dumber surely insufficient to produce such an eflPecc. But 
the real history of this matter seems never to have been 
given. 

Mr. Pope's affection for Mr. Warburton was of service to 
him in more respects than merely increasing his fame. He 
introduced and warmly recommended him to most of his 
friends, and amongst the rest to Ralph Allen, esq. of Prior 
Park, whose niece he some years afterwards married. In 
consequence of this introduction, we find Mr. Warburton 
at Bath in 1742. There he printed a sermon which had 
been preached at the abbey-church, on the 24th of Octo- 
ber, for the benefit of Mr. Allen's favourite charity, the 
general hospital, or infirmary. To this sermon, which wag 
published at the request of the governors, was added, *^ A 
short account of the nature, rise, and progress, of the Ge- 
neral Infirmary, at Bath." In this year also he printed' a 
dissertation on the Origin of Books of Chivalry, at the end 
of Jarvis's preface to a translation of Don Quixote, which, 
Mr. Pope tells him, he had not got over two paragraphs of 
before he cried out, * Aut Erasmus, aut D'rabolus.' " I 
knew you," adds he, ^' as certainly as the ancients did the 
Gods, by the first pace and. the very gait. I have not a 
moment to express myself in ; but could not omit this, 
which delighted me so much." • Mr. Tyrwhitt, however, 
has completely demolished Warburton's system on this 
subject. Pope's attention to his interest did not rest in 
matters which were in his own power; he recommended 
him to some who were more able to assist him ; in parti- 
cular, he obtained a promise from lord Granville, which 
probably, however, ended inliothing. He appears also to 
kave been very solicitous to bring lord Bolingbroke and 
Mr. Warburton together, and the meeting accordingly took 
place, but we are told by Dr. Warton, they soon parted in 
mutual disgust with each other. In 1742 Mi^. Warburtqn 
published *^A critical and philosophical Commentary on 
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Mr. Pope^s Essay on Man : in wbioh is contaioed a Vindi** 
cation of the said Essay from the misrepresentations of Mn 
de Resnel, the French translator, and of Mr. ^e Crousaz, 
professor of philosophy and mathematics in the academy of 
Lausanne, the commentator.** It was at this period, when 
Mr. Warburton had the entire confidence of Pope, that he 
advised him to complete the Dunciad, by changing tbe 
heroy and adding to it a fourth book. This was accord- 
ingly executed in 1742, and published early in 1743, 4tO, 
with notes by our author, who, in consequence of it, re- 
ceived his share of the castigation which Gibber liberally 
bestowed on both Pope and his annotator. In the latter 
end of the same year he published complete editions of 
** The Essay on Man," and " The Essay on Criticism :*• 
and, from the specimen which he there exhibited of his 
abilities, it may be presumed Pope determined to commit' 
to him the publication of those works which he should 
leave. At Pope*s desire, he about this time revised and 
corrected the ^^ Essay on Homer,'* as it now stands in the 
]ast edition of that translation. The publication of '< The 
Dunciad'' was the last service which our author rendered 
Pope in his life-time. After a lingering and tedious illness, 
the event of which had been long foreseen, this great 
poet died on the 30th of May, 1744 ; and by bis will, dated 
the 12th of the preceding December, bequeathed to Mr. 
Warburton one half of his library, and the property of all 
such of liis works already priuted as he had not otherwise 
disposed of or alienated, and all the profits which should 
arise frem any edition to be printed after his death ; but 
at the same time directed that they should be published 
without any future alterations. In 1 744 .Warburtoo's as- 
sistance to Dr. Z. Grey was handsomely acknowledged io 
the preface to Hudibras; but with this gentleman he had 
afterwards a sharp controversy (See Grey.) '< The Divioe 
Legation of Moses" had now been published some time ; 
and various answers and objections to it bad starled op 
from different quarters. In this year, 1744, MrWarbur- 
ion turned his attention to these attacks on his favourite 
work; and defended himself in a manner which, if it did 
not prove him to be possessed of much humility or diffi- 
dence, at least demonstrated that he knew how to wield th# 
weapons of controversy with the hand of a master. His 
first defence now appeared under the title of *^ Remarks on 
several Occasional Reflections, in answer to the Rev. Dn 
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Middleton, Dr. Pococke, the master of the Charter-house, 
Dr. Richard Grey, and others; serving to explain and jus- 
tify difers passages in the Divine Legation as far as it is 
yet advanced : wherein is considered the relation the se- 
veral parts bear to each other and the whole. Together, 
with an Appendix, in answer to a late pamphlet, entitled 
An Examination of Mr. W ^ s Second Proposition/* 8vou 
And this was followed next year by ** Remarks on several 
Occasional Reflections; in answer to the Rev. Doctors 
Stebbiug and Sykes; serving to explain and justify the 
Two Dissertations, in the Divine Legation, concerning the 
command to^ Abraham to offer up his son, and the nature 
of the Jewish theocracy, objected to by those learned 
writers.' Part II. and last;*' 8vo. Both these answers are 
couched in thos6 high terms of confident superiority which 
marked alinost every performance that fell from his pen 
during the remainder of his life. Sept. 5, 1745, the friends- 
ship between him and Mr. Allen was more closely cemented 
by bis marriage with bis niece, Miss Tucker, who sur* 
vived him. At this juncture the kingdom was under a great 
alarm, occasioned by the rebellion breaking out in Scot- 
land. Those who wished well to the then-established go- 
vernment found it necessary to exert every effort which 
could be used against the invading enemy. The clergy 
were not wanting on their part ; and no one did more ser- 
vice than Mr. Warburton, who published three very ex- 
cellent and seasonable sermons at this important crisis. L 
'^ A faithful portrait of Popery ; by which it is seen to be 
the reverse of Christianity, as it is the destruction of mora- 
lity, piety, and civil liberty. A sermon preached at St 
James's church, Westminster, Oct. 1745,'* 8vo. IL **A 
sermon occasioned by the present unnatural Rebellion, &c. 

S reached in Mr. Allen's chapel, at Prior Park, near Bath^ 
Tov. 1745, and published at his request," 8vo. III. " The 
nature of National Offences truly stated. A sermon preach- 
ed on the general fast-day, Dec. 18, 1745," 1746, 8vo. On 
account of the last of these sermons he was again involved 
in a controversy with his former antagonist. Dr. Stebbing, 
which occasioned ** An Apologetical Dedication to the 
Rev. Dr. Henry Stebbing, in answer to his censure and 
misrepresentations of the sermon preached on the general 
fast-day to be observed Dec. 18, 1745," 1746, 8vo. Not* 
withstanding his great connections, his acknowledged abi- 
lities, and bit established reputation, a reputation founded 
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on the durable basis of learning, and upheld by the decent' 
and attentive performance of every duty incident to his 
station ; yet we do not find that he received any addition 
to the preferment given him in 1728 by sir Robert Sutton 
(except the chaplainship to the prince of Wales) until April 
1746, when he was unanimously called by the society of 
Lincoln's Inn to be their preacher. In November he pub- 
lished '' A Sermon preached on the Thauksgiving ap« 
pointed to be observed the 9th Oct. for the suppression of 
the late unnatural Rebellion/' 1746, 8vo, In 1747 ap- 
peared his edition of '^ Shakspeare,*' from which be de- 
rived very little reputation. Of this edition, the nameless 
critic already quoted, says, ^* To us it exhibits a phasno- 
mi^non unobserved before in the operations of human in- 
tellect — a mind, ardent and comprehensive, acute aod pe* 
nelrating, warmly devoted to the subject and furnished 
with all the stores of literature ancient or modern, to illus- 
trate and adorn it, yet by some perversity of understanding, 
or some depravation of taste, perpetually mistaking what 
was obvious, and perplexing what was clears discoTering 
erudition of which the author was incapable, and fabricating 
connections to which he was indifferent. Yet, with all 
these inconsistencies, added to the affectation, equally dis- 
cernible in the editor of Pope and Shakspeare, of under- 
standing the poet better than he understood himself, there 
sometimes appear, in the rational intervals of his critical 
delirium, elucidations so happy, and disquisitions so pro- 
found, that onr admiration of the poet (even of such a- 
pqet), is suspended for a moment while we dwell on thp 
excellencies of the commentator.'* 

In (he same year he published, 1. '' A Letter from an 
author to a member of parliament, concerning Literary 
Property," Svo. 2. *' Preface to Mrs. Cockburn's remarks 
upon the principles and reasonings of Dr. Rutherforth's 
Essay on the nature and obligations o.f Virtue," &c. 8vo. 
3. *f Preface to a critical enquiry into the opinions and 
practice of the Ancient Philosophers, concerning the na* 
lure of a Future State, aud their method of teaching by 
double Doctrine," (by Mr. Towne), 1747, Svo, 2d edition. 
In 1748 a third edition of '^ The Alliance between Church 
and State : corrected and enlarged." In 1749, a very ex- 
traordinary attack was made on the moral character of Mr. 
Pope from a quarter whence it could be the least expected. 
His *^ Guide, Philosopher, and Friend," lord Bolingbroke, 
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published a book which he had formerly lent Mr. Pope ia . 
MS. The preface to this work, written by Mr. Mallet, 
contained an accusation of Mr. Pope's having clandestinely 
printed an edition of his lordship's performance without his 
Jeave or knowledge. (See Pope.) A defence of the poet 
soon after made its appearance, which was universally as- 
cribed to Mr. Warburton, and was afterwards' owned by 
him. It was called " A Letter to the editor of Letters on 
the Spirit of Patriotism, the Idea of a patriot King, and the 
State of Parties, occasioned by the editor's advertisement ;*• 
which soon afterwards produced an abusive pamphlet under 
the title of ** A familiar epistle to the most Impudent Man 
living," &c. a performance, as has been truly observed, 
couched in language bad enough to disgrace even gaols 
and garrets. About this time the publication of Dr. Mid- 
dleton's " Enquiry concerning the Miraculous Powers,'* 
gave rise to a controversy, which was managed with greal 
warmth and asperity on both sides. On this occasion Mr, 
Warburton published an excellent performance, written 
with a degree of candour and temper which, it is to be 
lamented, he did not always exercise. The title of it was 
*^ Julian ; or, a discourse concerning the Earthquake and 
Fiery Eruption which defeated the emperor's attempt to 
rebuild the Temple at Jerusalem, 1750," 8vo. A second 
edition of this discourse, '* with Additions," appeared in 
1751. The critic above quoted has some remarks on this 
work too important to be omitted.- ^' The gravest, the least 
eccentric, the most convincing of Warburton's works, is 
the * Julian, or a discourse concerning the Earthquake and 
Fiery Eruption, which defeated that emperor's attempt to 
rebuild the Temple at Jerusalem, in which the reality of 
a Divine interposition is shewn, and the objections to it arA 
are answered.* The selection of thiS subject was peculiarly 
happy, inasmuch as this astonishing fact, buried in the 
ponderous volumes of the original reporters, was either 
little considered by an uninquisitiveage, or confounded with 
the crude mass of false, ridiculous, or ill-attested miracles, 
which * with' no friendly voice' had been recently exposed 
by Middleton. But in this instance the occasion was im- 
portant : the honour of the Deity was concerned ; his power 
had been defied, and his word insulted. For the avowed 
purpose of defeating a well-known prophecy, and of giving 
to the world a practical demonstration that the Christian 
scriptures contained a lying prediction, the emperor Julian 
Vol. XXXI. I 
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undertook to rebuild the temple of Jerusaleitt ; when, to 
the astonishment and confusion of the builders, terrible 
flames bursting from the foundations, scorched apd re- 
pelled the workmen till they found, themselves compelled 
to desist. Now this phsnomenon was not the casual erup- 
tion of a volcano, for it had none of the concomitants of 
those awful visitations : it may even be doubted whether it 
were accompanied by an earthquake ; but the marks of in- 
tention and speci6c direction were incontrovertible.-*-The 
workmen desisted, the flames retired, — they returned to the 
work, — when the flames again burst forth^ and that as often 
as the experiment was repeated. 

*' But what, it may be asked, is the evidence by which 
a fact so astonishing is supported ? Not the triumphant 
declamations of Christian, even of contemporary Christian 
writers, who, after all, with one voice, and with little variety 
of circumstances, bear witness to the truth of it, but that of a 
friend of Julian himself, a soldier of rank, an heathen though 
candid and unprejudiced ; in one word, the inquisitive, the 
honest, the ju4^ing Am. Marcellinus. The story is fold 
by that writer, fbough in his own awkward latinity, very 
expressively and distinctly. We will add as a specimen of 
our author's power, both in conception and language, the 
following rules for the qualification of an unexceptionable 
witness. 

* Were infidelity itself, when it would evade the force 
of testimony, to prescribe what qualities it expected in a 
faultless testimony, it could invent none but what might 
be found in the historian here produced. He was a pa- 
gan, and so not prejudiced in favour of Christianity : (le 
was a dependent, follower, and profound admirer of Ju- 
lian, and so not inclined to report any thing to his dis« 
honour. He was a lover of truth, and so would not relate 
what he knew, or but suspected, to be false. He had 
great sense, improved by the study of philosophy, and so 
would not suffer himself to be deceived : he was not only 
contemporary to the fact, but at the time it happened re- • 
sident near the place. He related it, not as an uncertain 
hearsay., with diffidence, but as a notorious fact; at that 
time tio more questioned in Asia than the project of 
the Persian expedition : be inserted it not for any par- 
tial purpose, in support or confutation of any system, 
in defence or discredit of any character; he delivered 
it in no cursory or transient manner ; nor in a loose or 
private memoir; but gravely and deliberately, as the 
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natural and necessary part of a composition the most use- 
ful and important, a general history of the empire, on the 
complete performance of which the author was so intent, 
that he exchanged a court life for one of study and con* 
templation, and chose Rome^ the great repository of the 
proper materials^ for the place of his retirement' 

*^ To a portrait so finished, is it possible for the greatest 
judge of evidence to add a feature ; to such freedom, fer« 
tility, and felicity of language, is it possible for the united 
powers of taste and genius to add a grace ? In the story 
of the crosses said to have been impressed at the same time 
on the persons of many beholders, there was probably « 
mixture of Imagination, though the cause might be elec* 
trie. This amusing part of the work we merely hint at, iu 
order to excite, not to gratify, the reader's curiosity : but 
M;ith respect to the parallel case detected 'by Warburtou 
in the works of Meric Casaubon, it is impossible not to ad- 
mire those wide and adventurous voyages on the ocean 
of literature, which could enable him to bring together 
from the very antipodes of historical knowledge, from the 
fourth to the seventeenth century, from Jerusalem and 
from our own country, facts so strange, and yet so 
nearly identical." 

In 1751, Mr. Warburton published an edition of Pope's 
'^ Works," with notes, in nine volumes, octavo; and in the 
same year printed *' An Answer to a Letter to Dr. Middle- 
ton, inserted in a pamphlet entitled The Argument of the 
Divine Legation fairly stated," &c. Svo. and <^ An Ac- 
count of the Prophecies of Arise Evans, the Welsh Pro- 
phet, in the last Century;" the latter of which pieces 
afterwards subjected him to much ridicule. In 1753, Mr. 
Warburton published the first volume of a course of Ser- 
mons, preached at Lincoln's-iniY, entitled '*Tbe Principles 
of natural and revealed Religion occasionally opened and 
explained ;" and this, in the subsequent year, was fol- 
lowed by a second. After the public had been some time 
promise^Ulord Bolingbroke's Works, they were about this 
time printed. The known abilities and inBdelity of this 
jnoblen\ai) had created apprehensions, in the minds of many 
people, of the pernicious eiFects of his doctrines ; and 
pothing but the appearance of his whole force could have 
convinced bis friends how little there was to be dreaded 
from arguments against religion so weakly supported. The 
persona! enniitv, which had been excite J many years befv^re 
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between the peer and our author, had occasioned the former 
to direct much of his reasoning against two works of the 
latten Many answers- were soon published, but none with 
more acuteness, solidity, and sprightliness, than *^ A View 
of Lord Bolingbroke^s Philosophy, in two Letters to a 
Friend," 1754. The third and fourth letters were pub- 
lished in 1755, with another edition of the two former; 
and in the same year a smaller edition of the whole; whicb^ 
though it came into the world without a name, was univer- 
sally ascribed to Mr. Warburton, and afterwards publicly 
owned by him. To some copies of this is prefixed an ex- 
cellent complimentary epistle from the president Montes- 
quieu, dated May 26, 1754. At this advanced period of 
his life, that preferment which his abilities might have 
claimed, and which had hitherto been withheld, seemed 
to be approaching towards him. In September 1754 he 
was appointed one of his majesty's chaplains in ordinary, 
and in the next year was presented to a prebend * in the 
cathedral of Durham, worth 500/. per annum, on the 
death of Dr. Mangey. Abput the same time, the degree 
of doctor of divinity was conferred on him by Dn Herrings 
then archbishop of Canterbury; and, a new impression 
of ^^ The Divine Legation" having being called for, he 
printed a fourth edition of the first part of it, corrected 
and enlarged, divided into two volumes, with a dedication 
to the earl of Hardwicke. The same year appeared *< A 
Sermon preached before his grace Charles duke of Marl- 
borough president, and the Governors of the Hospital for 
the small-pox and for inoculation, at the parish church 
of St. Andrew, Holborn, on Thursday, April the 24tb, 
1755," 4to; and in 1756 << Natural and Civil Events the 
Instruments of God's moral Government, aSermon preached 
on the last public Fast-day, at Lincoln*s-inn Chapel," 4to. 
In 17^7, a pamphlet was published, called << Remarks on 
Mr. David Burners Essay on the Natural History of Re- 
ligion ;" which is said to have been composed of marginal 
observations made by Dr. Warburton on reading Mr, 
Hume's book ; and which gave so much oifence to the au- 
thor animadverted upon, that he thought it of importance 
enough to deserve particular mention in the short account 
of his life. On Oct. II, in thb year, our author was ad« 

* Soon after he attained tbh pre- Ntal'i History of the ParitaQg, whieb 
fernent, ke vrote the Remarks on are nov added to bia 'Works. 
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vanced to the deanery of Bristol ; and in 1758 republished 
the second part of '*The Divine Legation," divided into 
two partSy with a dedication to the earl of MansBeld, which 
deserves to be read by every person who esteems the well- 
bein^ of society as a concern of any importance. At 
the latter end of next year, Dr. Warburton received the 
honour, so justly due to his merit, of being dignified 
with the mitre, and promoted to the vacant see of 
Gloucester. He was consecrated on the 20th of Jan. 
1760 ; and on the 30th of the same month preached he* 
fore the House of Lords. In the next year he printed ^< A 
rational Account of the Nature and End of the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper,'' l2mo. In 1762, he published <*Th6 
Doctrine of Grace: or, the office and operations of the 
Holy Spirit vindicated from the insults of Infidelity and 
the abuses of Fanaticism," 2 vols. 12mo, one of his per- 
formances which does him least credit ; and in the suc- 
ceeding year drew upon himself much illiberal abuse from 
■ome writers* of the popular party, on occasion of his com- 
plaint in the House of Lords, on Nov. 15, 1763, against 
Mr. Wilkes, for putting his name to certain notes on the 
inbmous ^^ Essay on Woman." In 1765, another edition 
of the second part of '^The Divine Legation" was pub- 
lished, as volumes III. IV. and V. ; the two parts printed 
in 1755 being considered as volumes I. and II. It was this 
edition which produced a very angry controversy between 
him and Dr. Lowth, whom in many respects he found more 
than bis equal. (See Lowth, p. 438.) Qn this occasion 
was published, **The second part of an epistolary Corre- 
spondence between the bishop of Gloucester and the late 
professor of Oxford, without an Imprimatur, i.e. without a 
cover to the violated Laws of Honour and Society,*' 1766, 
8vo. In 1776, he o:ave a new edition of '*The Alliance 
between, Church and State;" and ^'A Sermon preached 
before the incorporated Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel in foreign Parts, at the anniversary Meeting in the 
parish church of St. Mary-le-bow, on Friday, Feb. 21," 8vo. 
The next year produced a third volume of his " Sermons," 
dedicated to lady Mansfield ; and with this, and a single 
** Sermon preached at St. Lawrence- Jewry on Thursday^ 

* See Chiirchin*8 Duellitt, the De« former wai worthy of the Devil ; then, 

dicatiOD of hit Sermons, and other after a short pause, added, ** No, I beg 

pieces. In making bis complaint, the the DeviPt pardon, for he Is incapable 

bishop, after solemnly ditavowiog both of wriiing it.'* 
the poem and the notes, arerr^, the 
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April SOy 1767, before his royal highness Edward dake of 
York, president, and the governors of the London Hospitah 
&C.V 4to, he closed his literary labours. His faculties con* 
tinued unimpaired for some lime after this period ; and, in 
1769, he gave the principal materials to Mr RufFhead, for . 
his ^* Life of Mr. Pope/' He also transferred 500/. to lord 
Mansfield, judge Wilmot, and Mr. Charles Yorke, upon 
trust, to found a lecture in the form of a course of ser- 
mons ; to prove the truth of revealed religion in oeneral, 
and of the Christian in particular, from the completion of 
the prophecies in the Old and New Testament, which re- 
late to the Christian church, especially to the apostacy of 
Papal Rome. To this foundation we owe the admirable 
introductory letters of bishop Hurd ; and the well -adapted 
continuation of bishops Halifax and Bagot, Dr. Apthorp, 
the Rev. R. Nares, and others. It is a melancholy re* 
flection, that a life spent in the constant pursuit of knoir- 
ledge frequently terminates in the loss of those powers, the . 
cultivation and improvement of which are attended to with 
too strict and unabated a degree of ardour. This was in 
ftome degree the misfortune of Dr. WarburCoh. Like Swift 
and the ^reat duxe of Marlborough, he gradually sunk into 
a situation in which it was a fatigue to him to enter into 
general conversation. There were, however, a few old 
and valuable friends, in whose company, even to the last, 
his mental faculties were exerted in their wonted force ; 
and at such times be would appear cheerful for several 
hours, and on the departure of his friends retreat as it were 
within himself. This melancholy habit was aggravated by 
the loss of his only son, a very promising young gentle- 
man, who died of a consumption but a short time before 
the bishop himself resigned to fajte June 7, 1779, in the 
eighty-first year of his age. A neat marble monument has 
been lately erected in the cathedral of Gloucester, with the 
iuscriptioo below *• 


♦ "To the memory of 

WILLIAM WARBURTON. D. D. 

for more tbaii 19 yetrs Bitbop of tbit 

fee, 

A Prelate 

of khe mott •ublime Geoiai, and 

exquisite Learniog. 

Both which taleott 

be employed through a loog life, 

in the vupport 

of what he firmly belieTed, 

tbc CHRISTIAN RBUGION; 


and 

of what he esteemed the best Estabo 

Itshment of it, 

the CHURCH of ENGLAND. 

He was born at Newark upon Treot, 

Dea 24, 1698. 

Was consecrated BISHOP of Gloii* 

Of star, Jan. 20, 1760. 

pied at hif palace, in this city« 

June 7, 1779, 
and was botied near this plaee« 
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Dr. Johnson's character of this literary phaenomenon is 
too remarkable to be omitted. ''About this time (1738), 
Warburton beffan to make his appearance in the first ranks 
of learning. He was a man of vigorous faculties, a mind 
fervid and vehement, supplied by incessant and unlimited 
im^diry, with wonderful extent and variety of knowledge, 
which yet had not oppressed his imagination nor clouded 
his perspicacity. To every work he brought a memory 
full fraught, together with a fancy fertile of original com* 
binations ; and at once exerted the powers of the scholar^ 
the reasoner, and the wit. But his- knowledge was too 
multifarious to be always exact, and his pursuits were too 
eager to be always cautious. His abilities gave him a 
haughty consequence, which he disdained to conceal or 
mollify ; and his impatience of opposition disposed him to 
treat his adversaries with such contemptuous superiority 
as made his readers commonly his enemies, and excited 
against the advocate the wishes of some who favoured the 
cause. He seem^ to have adopted the Roman emperor's 
determination, * oderiot dum metuant ;' he used no allure- 
ments of gentle language, btit wished to compel rather 
than persuade. His style is copious without selection, and 
forcible without neatness; he took the word3 that pre- 
sented themselves : his diction is coarse and impure, and 
his sentences are unmeasured.'' To this character, which 
has been often copied, we shall subjoin some remarks from 
the able critic of whom we have alresidy borrowed, and whose 
opinions seem entitled to great attention. 

^* Warburton's whole constitution, bodily as well as men- 
tal, seemed to indicate that he was born to be an extraor- 
dinary man : with a large and athletic person he prevented' 
(he necessity of such 1>odily exercises as strong constitu- 
tions usually require, by rigid and undeviating abstinence. 
The time thus saved was uniformly devoted \o study, of* 
which no measure or continuance ever exhausted his un- 
derstanding, or checked the natural and lively flow of bis 
spirits. A change in the object of his pursuit was his only 
relaxation ; and he could pass and repass from fathers and 
.philosophers to DonQnixote, in the original, with perfect 
ease and pleasure. In the mind of Warburton the founda- 
tion of classical literature had been well laid, yet not so as^ 
to enable him to pursue the science of ancient criticism 
with an exactness equal to the extent in which he grasped' 
it. Hia master-faculty was reason^ and his master-science 
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was theology ; the very outline of which, last,' as marked out 
by this great man, for the directiou of young studeots, sur* 
passes the attainments of many who have the reputation of 
considerable divines. One deficiency of his education he 
had carefully corrected by cultivating logic with great dili* 
gence. That he has sometimes mistaken the sense of his 
own citations in Greek, may perhaps be imputed to a pur- 
pose of bending them to his own opinions. After all, he 
was incomparably the worst critic in his mother tongue^ 
Little acquainted with old English literature, and as little 
with those provincial dialects which yet retain much of the 
phraseology of Shake:>peare, he has exposed himself to the 
derision of far inferior judges by mistaking the sense of 
passages, in which he would h.^ve been corrected by shep- 
herds and plowmen. His sense of humour, like that of 
most men of very vigorous faculties, was strong, but ex- 
tremely coarse, while the rudeness and vulgarity of his^ 
manners as a controvertist removed all restraints of decency 
or decorum in scattering his. jests about him. His taste 
aeems to have been neither jusit nor delicate. He had no- 
thing of that intuitive perception of beauty which feels ra- 
ther than judges, and yet is sure to be followed by the 
common suffrage of mankind : on the contrary, his critical 
fjEivours were commonly <bestowed according to rules and 
reasons, and for the most part according, to some perverse 
and capricious reasons of his own. In short, it may be 
adduced as one of those compensations with which Provi- 
dence is ever observed to balance the excesses and super** 
fiuities of its own gifts, that there was not a. faculty about 
this wonderful man which does not appear to have been 
distorted by a certain inexplicable perverseness, in which 
pride and love of paradox were blended with the spirit of 
subtle and sophistical reasoning. In the lighter exercises 
of his faculties it may not unfrequently be doubted whether 
be believed himself; in the more serious, however fine-* 
spun his theories may have been, be was unquestionably 
honest. On the whole, we think it a fair subject of specu- 
lation, whether it were desirable that Warburton's educa- 
tion and early habits should have been those of other great 
scholars. That the ordinary forms of scbolaatic institution 
would have been for his own benefit and in some respects 
for that of mankind, there can be no doubt. The grada- 
tions of an University would^ in part,, have mortified his 
vanity and subdued his arrogance.. The perpetual colli- 
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sions of kindred and approximating minds, which consti* 
tute, perhaps, the great excellence of those illustrious se- 
minaries, would have rounded off some portion. of his na-* 
tive asperijties ; he would have been broken by the aca- 
demical curb to pace in the trammels of ordinary ratioci- 
nation ; he would have thought always above, yet not alto- 
gether unlike, the rest of mankind. In short, he would 
have become precisely what the discipline of a college was 
able to make of the man, whom Warburton most resembled^ 
the great Betuley. Yet all these advantages would have 
been acquired at an expence ill to be spared and greatly 
to be regretted. The man might have been polished and 
the scholar improved, but the phsenomenon would have 
been lost. Mankind might not have learned, for centu- 
ries to come, what an untutored mind can do for itself. A 
self-taught theologian, untamed by rank and unsubdued by 
intercourse with the great, was yet a novelty ; and the 
manners of a gentleman, the formalities of argument, and 
the niceties of composition, would, at least with those who 
love the eccentricities of native genius, have been unwill- 
ingly accepted in exchange for that glorious extravagance 
which dazzles while it is unable to convince, that range 
of erudition which would have been cramped by exactness 
of research, and that haughty defiance of form and deco- 
rum, which, in its rudest transgressions against charity and 
manners, never failed to combine the powers of a giant 
with the temper of a ruffian.** 

Bishop Warburton's widow was re-married, at Wyke in 
Dorsetshire, in August 1781, to the rev. John Stafford 
Smith, B.D. his lordship's chaplain, who, in her right, be- 
came owner of Prior Park. In 1788, a i)andsome edition 
of the bishop's Works was carefully printed, from his last 
corrections and improvements, in 7 volumes 4to, at the 
expence of Mrs. Smltii, under the immediate superintend- 
ence of bishop Hurd. This edition was followed in 1794 
by a ** Discourse, by way of general preface to the 4to 
edition of bishop VVarburton's Works, containing some ac- 
count of the life, writings, and character of the author." 
For many reasons this " Life" appeared to be unsatisfac- 
tory *, and two very important faults were imputed to it. 

* " With the life of this wonderful woold have been difficult to fiod a man 

penoD, as given by his most devoted in the whole compass of English liiera« 

friend, It is impossible for us to express ture competent to the task, excepting 

our entire tatiifaction. In truth, it the immortal biographer of the English 
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It was partial, and it was defective. It will howerer al^ 
ways be read, as the last, and evidently an elaborate pro* 
duction of bishop Hurd, and as the ablest apology that 
can be offered for the failings of his friend. Since bishop 
Kurd's death, the characteristics of both the author and 
biographer were amply displayed in a volume of very 
curious ** Letters** which passed between Warburton and 
Hurd during a long course of years. To these must be 
added, although we less approve the motive and the spirit 
which produced such a publication, a volume that appeared 
in .1789, with the title, ^^ Tracts by Warburton and a War- 
burtonian, not admitted in their works,** 8vo« Throughout 
Mr. Nichols's ^^ Literary Anecdotes,** likewise, but espe- 
cially in vol. V. may be found many interesting particulara 
of bishop Warburton and his friends, and many of his let* 
iers, contributed from various autbeotic sources.^ 

WARD (Edward), a poet and miscellaneous writer, was 
of low extraction, and born in Oxfordshire about 1667. 
Jacob said of him, in his Lives of the Poets, that he kept a 
public bouse in the city, but in a genteel way, which waa 

poets. To any writer of bit ovn school, of real geoiBt, which it capable of 

at such, there were certain general ob- bfiof^ fired by the contemplation of ex- 

jcctions, and against every individual ceHence, till it partakes of the best 

in the number, particular exceptions and flame of its object. On the other 

might be taken. In the first place, the band, he, wanted nothing of thai ma- 

prejudices of the whole body were ex« lignity which is incident to the coolest 

eessive, and their views of the subject lempars, of that cmel and anatomical 

■arrow and illiberal in the extreme. In faculty, which, in dissecting the cha* 

anageof ability and learned indrpetuU racter of an antagonist, can lay bare* 

aiM^e, they had erected their leader with professional indtfierence, the qoi- 

kito a monarch of' literature, and who- vennf? fibres of an agonized victim* 

ever presumed to cunte»t his claim was, For this purpose hit instrument was 

witboiR ceremony, sacrificed to it, irony ; at'd few practitioners have ever 

while with tlie rancour which ever pnr- employed that, or any other, more tw- 

sues thic single species of delinquency, feelingly than did the biographer of 

the mangled limbs of the departed ene- Warburton, even when the ground of 

my were held up with savage derision complaint was almost imperceptible, 

to the soom or commiseratioki of man- as in the cases of Leiand and Jortin. 
kind. *« To the author of the Delicacy of 

** But even among the disciples of Friendship, however, the ofllee of bio* 

the Warburtonian school, Hard assur- grapher to Warburton, whether wisely 

cdly was not the mftn whom we should or otherwise, was in fact Consigned i 

have wished to select for the delicate and it cannot be denied, that he has 

and invidious task of embalming bis executedhis task in a style of elegance 

patron's remains. Subtle and sopbis- and purity worthy of an earlier and 

tical, elegant, but never forcible, his better age of English literature." 
heart was cold, though his admiration Quarterly Review, nbi supra. '- 

was excessive. He wanted that power 

' Life by Hurd.— Nichols*s Literary Aneodotes.— Quarterly Review, No. 
XIV. in the review of the octavo «ditk» of Warburton's Works, published is 
Ull. 
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ttuch frequented by those who were adverse to the Whig 
adtnioifltration. Ward, however, was affronted when he 
fead this account, not because it made him an enemy to 
the Whigs, or the keeper of a public house, but because 
iiis house was said to be in the city. In a book, therefore, 
called ** Apollo's Maggot," he declared this account to be a 
great falsity, protesting that his public house was not in the 
city, but in Moorjields. Oldys says he lived a while in Gray's* 
Inn, and for some years after kept a public house in Moor-^ 
fields, then in Clerkenwell, and lastly a punch-house in 
Fulwood's-Rents, within one door of Gray's-Inn, where he 
would entertain any company who invited him with many 
stories and adventures of the poets and authors he had ac- 
quaintance with. He was honoured with a place in the ' 
*• Dunciad" by Pope, whom, however he contrived to 
yez, by retorting with some spirit. He died June 20, 1731, 
and was buried the 27th of the same month in St. Pancras 
church-yard, with one mourning-coach for his wife and 
daughter to attend his hearse, as himself had directed in 
his poetical wilt, which was written by him June 24, 1725. 
This will was printed in Appleby's Journal, Sept. 28, 1731. 
Ward is most distinguished by his well-known ^* London 
Spy," a coarse, but in some respect a true, description of 
London manners. He wrote one dramatic piece, called 
"The Humours of a Coffee-house," and som*e poems in 
the Hudibrastic style, but not " England's Keformation,'* 
as asserted m Mr. Reed's edition of the Biog. Dram. 1782. 
That was the production of Thomas Ward, who jvill be men- 
tioned hereafter. ' 

WARD (John), a learned and useful writer, was born 
in London about 1679. His father was a dissenting minis- 
ter of the same name, born at Tysoe, in Warwickshire, who 
married Con!»tanc'y Rayner, a woman of extraordinary piety 
and excellence ol temper, by whom he had fourteen chil- 
dren. She died in April 1697, when her funeral sermon 
was preached and printed by the Rev. Walter Crosse ; and 
Mr. Ward survived her twenty years, dying Dec. 28, 1717, 
in the eighty -second year of bis age. Of his numerous 
family he left only two, a daughter^ and the subject of this 
article. 

His son John appears to have early contracted a love for 
learning, and longed-for a situation in which he could make * 

' Cibber't Livet*— Jacob*! iiref,— Biog. Dram.— BowI«$'s edition of Pope, 
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it bis chief object. He was for some years a clerk in tbe 
navy office, and prosecuted his studies at his leisure hours 
with great eagerness, and had the assistance of a Dr. John 
Ker, who appears to have been originally a physician, as 
be took his degree of M. D. at Leyden, but kept an aca- 
demy at Highgate, and afterwards in St. John's-square, 
Clerkenwell. Mr. Ward continued in the navy-office until 
1710, when he resigned his situation, and opened a school 
in Tenter-alley, Moorfields, which he kept for many years, 
. being more desirous, as he said, to converse even with 
boys upon subjects of literature, than to transact the or- 
dinary affairs of life with m^n. In 1712, be became oqe 
of the earliest members of a society of gentlemen, who 
agreed to meet once a week, or as often as their affairs 
would permit, to prepare and read discourses, each in his 
turn, upon the civil law, and the law of nature and na- 
tions. In the prosecution of this laudable design, they 
went through the *^ Corpus Juris civilis,*' Grotius '^ De 
Jure belli et pacis,'* Puflendorff '< De officio hominis et 
civis,'* and ended with Cicero " De Officiis." Some of 
the society were divines, and some lawyers ; and as their 
affairs from time to time obliged any of them to leave the 
society, they were succeeded by others. But in order to 
preserve a perfect harmony and agreement among them- 
selves, it was always a standing rule not to admit any new 
member, till he was first proposed by one of their number, 
and approved of by all t^e rest. This society, with some 
Qccasionaf interruptions, was kept up till Michaelmas- term 
1742. Several of the members were afterwards persons 
of distinction, both in church and state, and Mr. Ward 
continued highly esteemed among them wbiid the society 
subsisted. 

In 1712, he published a small piece in Latin, octavo, 
entitled <' De ordine, sive de venusta et eleganti turn 
▼ocabulorum, turn membrorum sententioe collocatione,'' 
inc. When Ainsworlh was employed to compile an account 
of tbe antiquities collected by Mr. John Kemp, which he 
published under the title of '^ Mouumenta Vetustatis Kem- 
piana," Mr. Ward furnished him with the descriptions and- 
explanations of several of the statues and lares, and with 
the essay " De vasis et lucernis, de amuletis, de annulis 
et fibulis/' and the learned commentary ^^ De asse et par<. 
tibus ejus,** which had been printed in 1719. About this 
time Mr. Ward was so eminent for his knowledge of polite 
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literature, as well as antiquities, that on Sept. 1, 1720, he 
was chosen professor of rhetoric in Gresham college, and, 
on Oct. 28 following, made his inaugural oration there, 
^^ De usu et dignitate artis dicendi.'* Gresham*college 
was then in existence, and the appointment to a professor- 
ship a matter of some consequence^ but after the venera* 
ble building was pulled down, and the lecturers removed to 
a paltry room in the Royal Exchange, the public ceased to 
take any interest in them. 

In 1723, he published a Latin translation of the eighth 
edition of Dr. Mead's celebrated '^ Discourse of the Plague,'* 
that author not approving of the translation of the first 
edition by Maittaire, which was never printed. In tbm 
same year Mr. Ward was elected a Fellow of the Royal 
Society, of which he became a vice-president in 1752, and 
continued in that office until his death. In 1724, he sub- 
joined to an edition of Vossius's '^ Elementa Rhetorica,** 
printed at London, a treatise ** De Ratione interpungendi,** 
containing a system of clear and easy rules with regard to 
pointing, superior to what had before appeared on that 
subject. In 1726, when Dr. Middleton published his dis- 
sertation *^ De Medicorum apud veteres Romanos degen* 
tium condiCione,'' Ward answered it, at the suggestion of 
Mead, and a short controversy took place (See Middle- 
ton), which has been already noticed. When Buckley 
was about to print his splendid (edition of Thuanus, Mr. 
Ward translated his three letters to Dr. Mead into Latin. 
lU' 1732, at the request of the booksellers who were pro- 
prietors of Lily's grammar, he gave a very correct edition 
of it, and in the preface a curious history of that work. 
The same year he contributed to Horsley's ** Britannia 
Romana^' an *^ Essay on Peutinger's table, so far as it re- 
lates to Britain.'* He had also communicated many remarks 
to Horsley ; and Ward's copy, now in the British Museum, 
contains many MS corrections and additions. 

In Feb. 1735-6, Mr. Ward was chosen a member of the 
society of antiquaries, and in 1747, being proposed by 
Roger Gale, esq. one of the vice-presidents, was elected 
director on the resignatioi^ of Dr. Birch, who, from an in- 
flammation in his eyes, had been prevented for some 
months from performing the business of it; and in 1753 he 
was appointed one of the vice- presidents, which office he 
held until his death. In 1 736 he assisted Aii^sworth in the 
pubhcation of bis Dictionary, and performed the same ser- 


126 WARD. 

vice to the subsequent editors^ as long as be lived. In thm 
same year he became a member of the Society for the 
encouragement of Learning, by printing valuable books at 
tbeir own expence. During its existence, which, for va- 
rious reasons, was not long, Mr. Ward had the care of the 
edition of Maximus Tyrius, to which he contributed the 
prefatory dedication ; and in the preface to the edition of 
*^ JEWslo de animalibus,'' the editor Abraham Gronovius is 
full of acknowledgments to Mr. Ward for his assistance in 
that wort In Dec. 1740, his " Lives of the Professors of 
Gresham College" were published at London, in folio, a 
work which Dr. Birch justly pronounces a considerable ad* 
dition to the literary history of our country *. Of this also 
there is a copy in the British museum, with considerable 
MS additions by the author. 

lu 1741 he translated into Latin the life of Dr. Arthur 
Johnston, for auditor Benson's edition of that poet^s Latin 
version of the Psalms; and in 1750 he addressed a Latin 
letter to Dr. Wishart, principal of the university of £din» 
burgh, which was the year following added to the princi- 
palV edition of Volusenus, or Wilson, ** De aoimi tran* 
quillitafe." This probably led to the degree of doctor of 
laws, which the university of Edinburgh conferred upon 
Mr. Ward the same year. On the establishment of the 
Britis]^ museum in 1753, Dr. Ward was elected one of the 
trustees, in which office he ii9as singularly useful by hit 
assiduous attendance^ advice, and assistance in the format 
tion of that establishment, and the construction of rules for 
rendering it a public benefit, which it is, however, now la 
a much higher degree than in Dr. Ward's time. / 

In July 1754 he published a new edition of Camden's 
*^ Greek Grammar" for Westminster achool. The last 
work published by himself was his ^' Four Essaya upon the 
English Language," which appeared in June 1758. 

He died in the eightieth year of his age, at his apart^ 
roents at Gresham college, Oct 31, 1758, and was interred 
in the dissenters' burying ground in BunhilUfieldi. He 
had prepared for the press his *^ System of Oratory, deli* 
vered in a course of lectures publicly read at Gresbaoi 
college," which was accordiagly published in 1758, 2 vols. 

* In Uie Tiew of flt« colltffe pre« tagoDist, Dr. Woodward, In the |^tc-» 

fixed lo tbtt work, Ward paid a aia- way, at the momeni Woodward is 

galar aomplimeDt to bis friend Dr. kneelins and laying his sword at ihn 

Mead, by introducing bim and hiv an- feet of Dr. Mead. 
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8vo. Another postbumcros work was published in 1761, 
entitled <^ Dissertations upon several passages of the Sa* 
cred Scriptures/* 8vo. On these Dr. Larduer published 
.^'Remarks/* which he introduces with a high compliment 
to the learning and piety of the deceased author. A se- 
cond volume was published in 1774. The papers written 
by him, and communicated to the Royal Society, are nu- 
merous and valuable. They occur from No. 412 to vol. 
XLIX. He also contributed some to the Society of Anti- 
quaries. He communicated to Mr. Yertue an account of 
a mosaic pavement found in Littlecote Park, to accom- 
pany the engraving, and was the author of the dedication, 
preface, and notes to Pine's Horace. By the multitude 
and value of his works he attained great reputation, and, as 
we have seen, reached the highest literary honours* 

As to his private character. Dr. Birch says that his piety 
was sincere and unaffected, and his profession as a Chris- 
tian was tha^ of a protestant dissenter, with a moderatioa 
and candour which recommended him to the esteem of 
those members of the established church who had the plea- 
sure of his acquaintance or friendship. His modesty was 
equal to bis learning, and his readiness to contribute to 
any work of literature was as distinguished as his abilities 
to do it. Dr. Lardner and Dr. Benson may be mentioned 
as. acknowledging his assistance in their theological pur- 
suits. ' 

. WARD (Samuel), master of Sidney- Sussex college, 
Cambridge, a learned divine of the seventeenth century, 
was born of a good family in the bishopric of Durham, at 
a place called Bishops- Mi cidleham. He was first sent So 
Christ's college, Cambridge, where he became a scholar 
pf the bouse, whence he was, on account of his extraor- 
dinary merit, elected into a fellowship at Emmanuel, and 
succeeded to the mastership of Sidney-Sussex college on 
Jan. 5, 1609. On April 29, 1615, he was installed arch- 
deacon of Taunton, and was at that time D. D. and pre- 
beudary of Bath and Wells. On Feb. II, 1617, be was 
promoted to a stall in the metropolitical church of York, 
where he had the prebend of Ampleford, which he kept 
to his death. In 1620 he was vice-chancellor of the uni- 
versity, and the year following was made lady Margaret's 

1 Life, written by Ik. Bircb, w6 publaslied bj Mr. Uatr* n6^\ S^o.— 
NiclioU's Boivyer. 
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professor of divinity. In 1622 he was at Salisbury with 
bishop Davenant, his intimate and particular friend, with 
whom, together with bishops Hall and Carleton, he had 
been sent by king James to the synod of Dort in 1618, as 
persons best able to defend the doctrine of the Church of 
England, and to gain it credit and reputation among those 
to whom they were sent. 

In 1624 be was rector of Much-Munden, in Hertford* 
shire. He is said also to have been chaplain extraordinary 
to the king, and to have served in convocation. As he was 
an enemy to Arminianism, and in other respects bore the 
character of a puritan, he was nominated one of the com- 
mittee for religion wtfich sat in the Jerusalem chamber in 
1640, and also one of the assembly of divines, but never 
tat among them, which refusal soon brought on the severe 
persecution which he suffered. On the breaking out of 
the rebellion he added to his other offences against the 
usurping powers, that unpardonable one of joining with 
the other heads of houses in sending the college plate to 
the king. He was likewise in the convocation-house when 
all the members of the university there assembled, many of 
them men in years, were kept prisoners in the public 
schools in exceeding' cold weather, till midnight, without 
food or fire, because they would not join in what the re- 
publican party required. After this, Dr. Ward was de- 
prived of his mastership and professorship, and plundered 
and imprisoned both in his own and in St. John's college. 
During his confinem.ent in St. John's he contracted a dis- 
ease which is said to have put an end to bis life, about six 
weeks after his enlargement ; but there seems some mis- 
take in the accounts of his death, which appears to have 
taken place Sept. 7, 1643, when he was in great want. 
He was buried in the chapel of Sidney-Sussex college. 
Of this house he had been an excellent goverYior,- and an 
exact disciplinarian, and it flourished greatly under his 
administration. Four new fellowships were founded in his 
time, all the scholarships augmented, and a chapel and a 
new range of buildings erected. Dr. Ward was a man of 
great learning as well as piety, of both which are many 
proofs in his correspondence with archbishop Usher, ap- 
pended to the life of that celebrated prelate. Fuller, in 
bis quaint way, says he was " a Moses (not only for slow- 
ness of speech) hut otherwise meekness of nature. Indeed^ 
when in my private thoughts I have beheld him and doc- 
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lor Collins (disputable whether more different or more 
emiuent in their endowments) I could not but remember 
the running of Peter and John to the place where Christ 
was buried. In which race John came first, as the youngest 
and swiftest, but Peter first entered into the.grave. Dr. 
Collins had much the speed of him in quicknesse of partSj 
but let me say (nor doth the relation of a pupil misguide 
me) the other pierced the deeper into underground and 
profound points of divinity/' 

Of his works were published in his life-time, 1. ^' Suf* 
fragium coUegiale theologorum M. BritannisB de quinque 
controversis remonstrantium articulis ; item, concio in 
Phil. U, 12, 13, de gratia discriminante,*' London, 1627, 
4to, reprinted 1633. 2. <^ Eadem concio," ibid. 1626, 4to, 
3. " Maffoetis- reductorium theologicum, tropologicum, 
in quo ejus verus usus indicatur,^' ibid. 1637, 8vo. The 
foUotving were published after his death by Dr. Seth Ward, 
the subject of the following article (but no relation), who, 
it appears, had kindly administered to his necessities while 
in confinement. 4. ^' Dissertatio inter eum et Tbomam 
Gatakerum de baptismatis infantilis vi et efEcacia," ibid. 
1652, 8vo. 5. *' Determinationes theologies/' ibid. 1658, 
aUng.with a treatise on justification and prejections on 
original sin. ' 

WARD (Seth), an English prelate, famous chiefly for 
bis skill in mathematics and astronomy, was the son of John 
Ward an attorney, -end born at Buntingford, in Hertford* 
shire. Wood says he was baptised the 16th of April, 16 1 7 ; 
but Dr. Pope places his birth in 1618. He was taught 
grammar-learning and arithmetic in the school at Bunting- 
ford; and thence removed to Siduey college in Cambridge, 
into which he was admitted in 1632. Dr. Samuel Ward, 
the master of that college, was greatly taken with his in- 
genuity and good nature ; and shewed him particular fa- 
vour, partly perhaps- from his being of the same surname, 
though there was no affinity at all between them. Here he 
applied himself with great vigour to his studies, and parti- 
cularly to mathematics, his initiation into which, Pope thus 
relates : 'f In the college library Mr. Ward found by chance 
some books that treated of the mathematics, and they being 
wholly new to him, he inquired all the eollege over for a 

1 Walker't Sttfieriof^i.— -Cole's MS Atben« io Brit Mui— Lloyd's Mcmoirff* 
—Fuller's History of Cambridgif, and Worthies. — Usber's Life aod Letters. 
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guicife to instruct him in that way ; but all his search v9\t§ 
in vain ; these books were Greek, I mean unintelligible^ to 
all the fellows pf the college. Nevertheless he took cou« 
rage, and attempted them himselF, propria Marte^ without 
any confederates or assistance, or intelligence in that coun- 
try, and that with so good success, that in a short time he 
not only discovered those Indies, but conquered several 
kingdoms therein,, and brought thence a great part of their 
treasure, which he shewed publicly to the whole university 
not lone: kfter." 

Mr. Ward having taken his master^s degree in 1640, was 
chosen fellow of his college. In the same year Dr. Cosins, 
the vice-chancellor, pitched upon Ward to be prsevaricatoor, 
the same office which is called in Oxford terrse fiiius ; and 
betook so many freedoms in his speech, that the vice-chan- 
cellor suspended him from his degree ; though he reversed 
the censure the day following. 

The civil war breaking out, Ward was in\'olved not a 
little in the consequences of it. His good master and' pa- 
tron, Dr. Samuel Ward, was in 1643 imprisoned in St. 
John's collegei which was then made a gaol by the parlia-^ 
ment- forces; and Ward, thinking that gratitude oblig^ed 
him to attend bim> continued with him to his death, which 
happened soon after. He was also himself ejected from 
his fellowship for refusing the covenant; against which 
he soon after joined with Mr. Peter Gunning, Mr. John 
Barwick, Mn Isaac Barrow, afterwards bishop of St. 
Asaph, and others in drawing up r treatise,' which was 
afterwards printed. Being now obliged to leave Cam<- 
bridge, he resided some time with Dr. Ward's relations in 
and about London, and at other times with the mathema- 
tician Oughtred, at Albury, in Surrey, with whom he had 
cultivated an acquaintance, and under whom he prose- 
cuted his mathematical studies. He was invited likewise 
by the earl of Carlisle and other persons of quality, to re* 
aide 'in their families, with offers of large pensions, but 
preferred the house of his friend Ralph Freeman, at As« 
peuden in Hertfordshire, esq. whose aond he instructed, 
and with whom he continued for the most part till 1649, 
and then be resided some months with lord Wenoian, of 
•Thame Park in Oxfordshire. 

He had not been in this noble family long before the 
visitation of the university of Oxford began; the effect of 
which waS| ihat many learned and eminent per$ou$ were 
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turned out, and among them Mr. Greaves, the Savilian 
professor of astrouomy, who had a little before distinguished 
fairoself by his work upon the Egyptian pyramids. Mr. 
Greaves laboured to procure Ward for his successpr, whose 
abilities in this way were universally known and acknow* 
hedged, and effected it. Ward then entered himself of 
Wadham-college, for the sake of Dr. Wilkins, who was the 
warden; and, Oct. 1649, was incorporated master of arts. 
At this time there were several learned men of the univer- 
sity, and in the city, who often met at the warden's lodg*- 
ings in Wadham college, and sometimes elsewhere, to im* 
prove themselves by making philosophical experiments. 
Among these were Dr. Wilkins and Mr. Ward, Mr. Robert 
Boyle, Dr. Willis, Dr. Goddard, Dr. Wallis, Dr. Bathurst, 
Mr. Rooke, &c. Besides reading his astronomical lectures, 
Mr. Ward preached frequently, though not obliged to it, 
for sir Henry Savile had exempted his professors from all 
university exercises, that they might have the more leisure 
to attend to the employment he designed them for. Mr. 
Ward's sermons were strong, mettiodical, and clear, and 
sometimes pathetic and eloquent. 

Soon after his arrival at Oxford, he took the engagement, 
or oath, to be faithful to the commonwealth of England, as 
it was then established, without a king or house of lords : 
for, though he bad refused the covenant while the kiMg 
was supposed to be in any condition of succeeding, yet, 
now these hopes were at an end, and the government, to- 
gether with the king, was overturned, he thought that no 
good purpose could be answered by obstinately holding out 
any longer against the powers that were. In the mean 
time his tirst object was to bring the astronomy-lectures, 
which had long been neglected and disused, into repute 
again ; and for this purpose he read them very constantly, 
never missing one reading-day all the while be held the 
lecture. 

About this time, Dr. Brownrig, the ejected bishop of 
Exeter, lived retired at Sunning in Berkshire ; where Mr. 
Ward, who was his chaplain, used often to wait upon him. 
In one of these visits, the bishop conferred on him the 
precentorsbip of the cfaurdi of Exeter; and told him, that, 
though it might then seem a gift and no gift; yet that upon 
t^ king*s restoration, of which the bishop was confident, it 
urofild be of some emolument to him. He paid the bishop^s 
stortUffy the full fees, as if he were immediately to take 
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possessioDi tboagh this happened in the Very height of 
their despair > and Ward*s acquaintance rallied him upon 
It, telling him that they would not give him half a cro«irti 
for his precentorship. But the professor knew that, let 
things take what turn they would> he was now safe ; and 
that, if the king ever returned^ it would be a valuable pro*- 
motion, and in fact it afterwards laid the foundation of his 
future riches and preferment. 

In 1654, both the Savilian professors performed their 
exercise in order to proceed doctors in divinity ; and, when . 
they were to be presented, Wallis claimed precedency. 
(See Wallis.) This occasioned ^ dispute ; which being 
decided in favour of Ward, who was really the senior, 
Wallis went out grand compounder, and by that means ob*- 
tained the precedency. In 16^7 he was elected principal 
of Jesu$*college by the direction of Dr. Mansell, who had 
been ejected from that headship many years before ; but 
Cromwell put in one Francis Howell, with a promise of 802. 
a year to Dr. Ward, which was never paid. In 1659 he 
was chosen president of Trinity-college, although abso* 
lutely disqualified for the office, and was therefore obliged, 
at the restoration, to resign it. At that time, however, he 
was presented to the vicarage of St. Lawrience-Jewry : for^ 
though he was not distinguished by his sufferings during 
the exile of the royal family, yet he was known to be so 
averse to the measures of the late times, and to be so welt 
affected to the royal cause, that hb compliances were for* 
given. He ^as installed also, in 1660, in the precentor- 
ship of the church of Exeter. In 1661 he became fellow 
of the Royal Society, and dean of Exeter ; and the folloviF- 
11^ year was advanced to the bishopric, of that church. 
. Dr. Pope tells us, he was promoted to that see, without 
knowing any thing of it, by the interest of the duke of 
Albemarle, sir Hugh Pollard, and other gentlemen, \^om 
he had obliged during his residence at Exeter. 

In 1667 be was translated to the see of Salisbury; and, 
in. 167 1, was made chancellor of the order of the garter, 
being the first protestant bishop that held that office, which 
be procured to be annexed to the see of Salisbury, after 
it had been held by laymen above a. hundred and fifty 
years. Bishop Davenant had endeavoured to procure the 
same, but failed, principally owing to the troubles com- 
ing .oo« Ward^s first care, after his advancement to Saliv 
bury, was to repair and beautify his cathedral aud pabce ; 
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aind then to suppress the nonconformists and their conven- 
ticles in his diocese. This so enraged their party, that, in 
1669, they forged a petition against him, imder the hands 
of some chief clothiers ; pretending, that they were per- 
secuted, and their trade ruined : but it was made appear 
at the council-table that this petition was a notorious libel^ 
and that none of those there mentioned to be persecuted 
and ruined, were so much as summoned into the ecclesi- 
astical court*. 

Bishop Ward was one af those unhappy persons who 
have the misfortune to outlive their faculties. He dated 
bis indisposition ,uf health from a fever in 1660, of which 
he was not well cured ; and, the morning he was conse« 
crated bishop of Exeter in 1662, he was so ill, that he did 
not imagine he should outlive the solemnity. After he 
was bishop of Salisbury he was seized with a dangerous 
scorbutica! atrophy and looseness : but this was removed 
by riding-exercise. Yet, in course of time, melancholy 
and loss of memory gradually came upon him; whicb^ 
joined with some difference he had with Dr. Pierce, the 
dean of his church, to whom he had refused an unreason- 
able request, and who pursued him with great virulence 
and malice, at length totally deprived him of ail sense* 
He lived to the Revolution, but without knowing any thing 
of that events although he subscribed in May 1698 the 
bishops^ petition against reading king James's declaration 
of liberty of conscience, and died at Knightsbridge Jan. 6, 
1689, in the seventy-second year of his age. He was in- 
terred in his cathedral at Salisbury, where a monument 
w^ erected to his memory, by his nephew, Seth Ward, 
treasurer of the church. The bishop died unmarried. 

Mr. Oughtred, in the preface to bis ^' Clavis Matbema- 


• " Let this be said once for all» 
that he was oo violent man, nor of a 
penecuiiag spirit, as these petitioner<i 
represented bim ; bat if at any time 
be was more active than ordinary 
mfainst the dissenters, it was by eXf 
preis coqimand from tt^e Coart, some- 
titnes by letters, and sometimes given 
in charges by the judges of the at- 
sizes, which councils altered fre- 
quenUy, now in favour of the dis- 
severs, and then again in opposition 
to them; as it is well known to 
those who lived then, and bad the 
leMt itei^t into public affairs. It is 


trve, he was for the act against con- 
venticles, and laboured much to get it 
past, hot without the order and di- 
rectiun of the greatest authority both, 
civil and ecclesiastical, not out of en- 
mity to the dissenters pcTsons, as thejr 
unjustly suggested, but love to the re- 
pose and welfare of the government ; 
for, be believed if the growth of them 
were not timely suppressed, it would 
either cause a necessity of a standing 
army to preserve the peace, or a g?oe« 
ral toleration, which sronld end in-^o-^ 
pery, whither all things then had aq ap« 
parent tendency." Pope's Life of Wnsd. 
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tica/' calls him '<a prudent, pious, and ingenious, person; 
admirabi; skilled, not only in mattiematics, but also in all 
kinds of polite literature.^* Mr. Oughtred informs us, that 
he was the first in Cambridge who bad expounded bis 
'^ Clavis Matbematica,'' and that^ at bis importunate de- 
sire, he made additions to, and republished that work. 
Bifthop Burnet says, ^* Ward was a man of great reach, 
went deep in mathematical studies, and was a. very dexter- 
ous man, if not too dexterous ; for his sincerity was much 
questioned. He b^d complied during the late times^ and 
held in by taking the covenant; so he was hated by the 
high men as a time-server.. But the lord Clarendon saw, 
that most of tbe bishops were men of merit by their suffer- 
ings, but of no great capacity for business. So he brought 
Ward in, as a man fit to govern the church ; and Ward, 
to get bis forpier errors to be forgot, went into the high 
notions of a severe conformity, and became tbe most con- ' 
siderable man on the bishops' bench. He was a profound 
statesman, but a very indifferent clergyman.'' 

In the House of Lords he was esteemed an admirable 
speaker and a close reasoner, equal at least to the earl of 
Shaftesbury. He was a great benefactor to both his 
bishoprics, as by his interest the deaory of Burien, in Corn* 
wall was annexed to tbe former, and tbe chancellorship 
of tbe garter to tbe latter. He was polite, hospitable, and 
generous : and in his life«time, founded tbe college at Sa- 
lisbury^ for the reception and support of ministers' widows, 
and tbe sumptuous hospital at Buntingford, in Hertford- 
shire, the place of bis birth. His intimate friend. Dr. 
Walter Pope, has given us a curious account. of his life, 
interspersed with agreeable anecdotes of his friends. Pope's 
zeal and style, however, provoked a severe pamphlet from 
Dr. Thomas Wood, a civilian, called ^* An Appendix to 
the Life," 1679, 12mo, bound up» although rarely, with 
Pope's work. 

Bishop Ward's works are, L '^ A Philosophical Essaj^ 
towards an Eviction of the Being and Attributes of God, 
the Immortality of the Souls of Men, and the Truth and 
Authority of Scripture." Oxford, 1652, 8vo. 2, ** De 
Cometi^, ubi de Cometantm naturil disseritur, Nova Co- 
metarum Theoria, & novissims Cometse historia propo- 
niiur. Prslectio Oxonii habita." Oiford, 1653, 4to. 
3. '^ Inquisitio in Ismaelis Bullialdi AstronomiflB Pbilo- 
UicsB fondamenta." Printed with the bool ** De Come-* 
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Its/* 4. ** Idea Trigonometric deroonstraiaB in usum ju- 
ventotis Oxau/' Oxford, 1654, 4to. 5. *^ Vindici» Aca* 
demiftrum: containing . some brief Animadversions upon 
Mr. John Webster's Boole styled The Examen of Ao2ule« 
qaies.'*. Oxford, 1654, 4to. To this book is prefixed an 
£pistle written to the Author by bne wha subscnbes him* 
self N. S. and who is supposed to be Dr. John Wilkios, 
those two letters being the last of both his names. 6, 
*^ Appendix concerning what Mr. Hobbes and Mr. William 
Deil have published en the same Arguments/' Printed at 
the end of ^' VindiciA Academiarum." 7. *' In ThomsD 
Hobbii Philosophiam Exercitatio Epistolica. Ad ampiiss* 
-eruditissimumque virum D. Johannem Wilkinsium S.T.D 
Coilegii Wadhamensis Gardianum. Cui subjungitur Ap- 
pendicula ad Calumnias ab eodem Hobbio (in sex Docu- 
mentis nuperrime editis) in Authorem con^estas, Re« 
sponsio." Oxford, 1656, 8vo. 8. ** Astronoaiia Gebme- 
trica, ubi niethodus proponitur, qui primariorum Plane- 
taruni Astronomia, sive EUiptica, sive circularis possit 
Geometrice absolvi." London, 1656, 8vo. 9. Several 
Sermons : as L Against Resistance of lawful Powers, 
preached November the 5th, 1661, on Rom. xiiL 2. IL 
Against the Anti-scripturists, preached Febsuary the 20th 
1669, on 2 Tim. iii. 16. III. Concerning the sinfulness, 
danger, and remedies of Infidelity, preached February the 
16th, 1667, on Heb. iii. 12. London, 1670, Svo. IV. Ser- 
mon before the House of Peers at Westminster, October 
the. 10th, 1666, on Eccles. ii. 9.. V. Sermon concerning 
the strangeness, frequency, and desperate consequence of 
Inpenitency, preached April the 151,^1666, soon after the* 
Plague, on Revel, ix. 20. VI. Sermon against Ingratitude, 
on Deut. xxxii. 6. VII. An Apology for the Mysteries of 
the Gospel, preached February the 16tb, 1672, on Rom* 
i. \6,» Some of which Sermons having been separately 
printed at several times, were all published in one voliime 
at London, 1674, 8vo. VIII. The Christian's Victory over 
Death, preached at the funeral ot George duke of Albe- 
marle in the Collegiate church of Westminster, April the 
3Qth, 1670,/ on I Cor. xv. 57. London, 1670, 4to. IX. 
The Case of Joram, preached before the House of Peers, 
Janui^ry the SOth, 1673, on 2 Kings vi. last verse. Lon-t 
don, 1674, 4 to. 

That by which he has chiefly signalized himself, as to 
astronomical invention, is his celebrated approximation to 
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the true place of a planet, from a given mean anomaly, 
founded upon an hypothesis, that the motion of a planet, 
though it be really performed in an elliptic orbit, may yet 
be considered as equable as to angular velocity, or with 
an uniform circular motion round the upper focus of the 
ellipse, or that next the aphelion, as a centre. By thia 
means he rendered the praxis of calculation much easier 
than any thst could be iMed in reaving what has been 
commonly called Kepler's problem, in which the coequate 
anomaly was to be immediately investigated from the mean 
elliptic one. His hypothesis agrees very well with those 
orbits which are elliptical but in a very small degree, as 
that of the Earth and Venus : but in others, that are moce 
elliptical, as those of Mercury, Mars, &c. this approxi- 
mation stood in need of a correction, which was mad^ by 
BuUiald. Both the method, and the # correction, are very 
well explained and demonstrated, by Keill, in his Astro-* 
nomy, lecture 24. * 

WARD (Thomas), whom ,we mentioned under the 
article Edward W>ird, as being the real author of the Hu* 
dibrastic poem called ** England's Reformation,'' was, ac- 
cording to Dodd, a learned schoolmaster, who becoming % 
Roman catholic, in the reign of James II. published several 
books concerning religion. Dodd says that in these *^ be 
was so successful, that, though a layman, he was able to 
give diversion to some of the ablest divines of the chur^ch 
of England. He some time rode in the king's guards ; and 
it was no small confusion to his adversaries, when they un- 
derstood who it was they engaged with ; imagining all the 
while, they were attacking some learned doctor of the Ro- 
man communion." After the revolution he retired into 
Flanders, where he died soon after. He left two children, 
a daughter who became a nun, and a son whom Dodd 
speaks of as *^now (about 1742) a worthy catholic clergy- 
man." 

The ^' books concerning religion" which Dodd ascribes 
to him, are, 1. ^' Monomachia ; or, a duel between Dr. 
Tenison, pastor of St. Martin's, London, and a catholic 
soldier." 2. '« Speculum Ecclesiasticum." 3. << The Tree 
of Life," taken from a large copper cut. 4. *^ Errata's of 
the Protestant Bible," 1688, 4to. 5. '^ The controversy of 

1 Life ky Pop«.— Biog. Brit«-*IiutloB>f DiclkMwry.— Omiger«F«-Alb* Ox. 
Tol. II.— Warton't Life of Bathurat, p. 52^5k, 145. 
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ordination tnily staled,*' Lond. 17 19, 8vo, which occasioned 
aererti treatises on both sides upon that subject ; espe- 
cially that of Le Courayer. 6. '< A confutation of Dr. 
Bornet's Exposition of the Thirty-nine articles/' a MS. in 
the English college at Doway. 7. ^* England's Reforma* 
tion, in seTeral cantos, in the Hndibrastic style," 4to, 
printed at Hamburgh, but reprinted at London in 171^ 
8?o, and afterwards in 2 vols. 12mo. This is a malicious 
and scurrilous history of the changes in religion, from 
Henry Vlllth's being divorced firom Catherine of Arragon, 
to Oates's plot in the reign of ^Charles II.; and is ac« 
companied with many extracts from acts of parliament, 
state papers, and public records of all sorts. The imita- 
tion of Hudibras is tolerably successful, and there is a con- 
stdcirable share of humour, wit, and liveliness, byt not 
enough to atone for the many misrepresentations of fact,' 
and the malignant tendency of the whole. ' 

WARE (James), an eminent antiquary, was descended 
from the ancient family of De Ware, or De Warr in York- 
shire, the only remains of which are, or lately were, in Ire* 
land. His grandfather, Christopher Ware, was an early 
convert to the protestant religion in the beginning of the 
reign of queen Elizabeth, and that principally by the argu-> 
ments and persuasion of Fox, the celebrated martyrologist. 
His father James, who was liberally educated, was intro* 
duced to the court of queen Elizabeth, where he soon be^ 
came noticed by the ministers of state, and in I58S waa 
aent to Ireland as secretary to sir William Fitz- Williams, 
the lord deputy. He had not filled this office long before 
he was made clerk of the common^ pleas in the exchequer,* 
and afterwards obtained the reversion of the patent place 
of auditor general, a valuable appointment, which remained 
nearly a century in his family, except for a short time 
during the usurpation ; and his income having enabled him 
to make considerable purchases in the county and city of 
Dublin, &c. his family may be considered as now removed 
finally to Ireland. While on a visit in England, James L 
bestowed on him the honour of knighthood, and as a par-^ 
ticolar mark of favour, gave^ his eldest son the reversion of 
the office of auditor general. He also sat in the Irish 
parliament which began May 1613, for the borough of 
Mallow in the county of Cork. He died suddenly, while 
walking the street in Dublin, in 1632. 

> Dodd*i CIl Hiat vol. III.— Gent. M%$. Tol. LIV. 
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By his lady, Mary, sister of sir Ambrose Briden^of Maid* 
stone in Kent, be bad five sons and five daughters. Hia 
eldest son^ the subject of this article, was born in Castle- 
street, Dublin, Nov. 26, 1594, and discovering early a love 
of literature, his father gave hioi a good classical education 
as preparatory to his academical studies. In 1610, when 
si;cteen years of age, he was entered a fellow commoner in 
Trinity college, Dublin, under the immediate tuition of Dr. 
Anthony Martin, afterwards bishop of Meath, and provost 
of the college; but his private tutor and chamber-fellow w^a 
Dr. Joshua Hoyle, an Oxford scholar, and afterwards pro- 
fessor of divinity. Here Mr. Ware applied to his studies 
with such success, that he was admitted to his degree of 
M. A. much sooner than usual. 

After continuing about six years at college, be improved 
what he had < learned at his father^s house. It was here 
that he became acquainted with the celebrated Dr. Ushei^ 
then bishop of Meath, who discovering in him a taste for 
antiquities, gave him every encouragement in a study ia 
which himself took so much delight. From this time a 
close friendship commenced between them, and Usher, in 
bis work ^' De Primordiis,'' took occasion to announce to 
the public what might be expected from sir James Ware's 
labours. In the mean time bis father proposed a match to. 
him, which proved highly acceptable to all parties, with 
Mary, the daughter of Jacob Newman, of Dublin, esq. 
But this alteration in his condition did not much interrupt 
his favourite studies. He had begun to collect MSS. and 
to make transcripts from the libraries of Irish antiquaries 
and genealogists, and from the registers and chartulariea 
of cathedrals and monasteries, in which he spared no ex- 
pence, and had frequent recourse to the collections of 
Usher, and of Daniel Molyneux, Ulster king at arms,, 
an eminent antiquary, and his particular friend, whom in 
one of his works he calls '* veuerandae. antiquitatis cuU 
torem." 

After extending his researches as far as Ireland could 
afford, he resolved to visit Englafid in quest of the trea- 
sures which its public and private libraries contained. 
Arriving at London in April 1626, he had the happiness 
to find his friend Usher, then archbishop of Armagh, by 
whom he was introduced to sir Robert Cotton, who ad^ 
mitted htm to bis valuable library, and to bis friendship^ 
and kept np a constant correspondence with him for the 
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iive remaining years of his life. Having furnished tttinself 
with many materials from the Cotton collection, the Tower 
of London^ and other repositories (many of which, in bis 
hand*wriking, are in Trinity college library) he returned 
with Usher to Ireland^ and immediately published a tract 
entitled *' Archiepiscoporum Cassiliensium et Tuamen- 
Slum Vitse» duobis express® commentariolis," Dublin, 
1626, 4to$ and two years after, '' Depriesulibus Lageniae^ 
sive provincise Dublinieosts, lib. unus,** ibid. 1628, 4to, 
both which he afterwards inserted in his larger account 
of the Irish bishops. - About the same time he published 
'' Ccsnobia Cistertientia Hibernise," which was afterwards 
included in his '' Disquisitiones de Hibernia." In the 
latter end of 1628 he went again to England, and carried 
with him some MSS. which he knew would be acceptable 
to sir Robert Cotton : and in this second journey added 
considerably to bis own collections, by his acquaintance 
with Selden and other men oi' research and liberality. 
About the end of the summer 1629 he returned home, 
and soon after received the honour of knighthood from the 
hands of the lords justices. . 

On bis father's death in 1632, be succeeded him in his 
estate and in the office of auditor*general, of which, in 
1643, he procured from the marquis of Ormond, then lord 
lieutenant, a reversionary grant for his son, also called 
James, who died in 1689. It appears by a letter which the 
marquis wrote on this occasion that sir James, '* even when 
his majesty's affairs were most neglected, and when it wa^ 
not safe for any man to shew himself for them, then ap- 
peared very zealously and stoutly for them," and, in a 
word| demonstrated his loyalty in the worst of times. His 
studies, however, were now somewhat interrupted by the 
duties of bis office, on which he entered in 1633, on the 
arrival of the lord-deputy Wentwortb, afterwards earl of 
Strafford, who took him into his particular confidence, and 
consulted him upon all occasions. To render him more 
useful in the king's service, he called him to the privy- 
council, and there he had frequent opportunities of shew^ 
ing his address and talents in the most important affairs. 
This year (1633) he published ** Spenser's view of the 
state of Ireland," and dedicated it to the lord-deputy, as 
he did afterwards. Meredith Hanmer's ^^ Chronicle," and 
Campion's << History of Ireland." 
. His talents were not more valued by Strafford, than by 
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^e whole body of the clergy. When the two houses of 
convocation in Jan. 16S4 petitioned his majesty, and the 
Jord-deputy, for the settlement of some impropriations in 
the possession of the crown on a resident clergy, they an- 
nexed a schedule of particulars to their petition, setting 
forth a true state of what they requested. Lest the crown 
should be deceired in the matters prayed for, they re- 
quested that the same should be referred to some able 
commissioners therein named to examine tlie contents of 
the schedule; of. whom they desired that sir James Ware 
should be one, which was accordingly granted, and a re- 
port made in their favour. Of the clerical character, sir 
James held an opinion equally just and humane, for in bis 
office of auditor-general, he always remitted the fees to 
clergymen and their widows. 

In 1639, notwithstanding the hurry of public business^ 
he published ** De Scriptoribus Hibernie, lib. duo,*' Dub* 
lin, 4to. It is unnecessary to say much of this outline of the 
history of Irish writers, as it has since been so ably trans* 
lated, enlarged, and improved by Mr. Harris, forming 
nearly a half of his second folio. In the same year, sir 
James was returned a member of parliament for the uni- 
, versity of Dublin : of his conduct here, we shall only no- 
tice that when a ferment was raised in both houses against 
the earl of Straftbrd, sir James exerted his utmost zeal in 
his defence. When the Irish rebellion broke out in 1641^ 
he closely attended the business of the council, and we see 
his name to many orders, proclamations, and other actfe of 
state against the rebels. He engaged also with others of 
the privy-council, in securities for the repayment of con- 
siderable sums advanced by the citizens of Dublin, for the 
support of the English forces sent to quell the rebellion. 
The marquis of Ormond, lieutenant-general of these forces,, 
reposed great trust in sir James, and advised with him on 
all important occasions. In 1642, when Charles I. wished 
for the assistance of these troops against his rebellious sub- 
jects at home, he determined on a cessation with the rebela 
for one year, and in this the marquis of Ormond, sir James 
Ware, and. others of the privy council concurred, rather, 
however, as a measure of necessity than prudence. This 
news was very acceptable at the king^s court, then held at 
Oxford, but the measure was condemned by the parlia* 
roent. While the treaty of peace with the Irish rebels woa 
pending, the marquis of Qrmond| having occasion to send 
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some persons in whom he could confide to the king at Ox- 
ford, to inform his majesty oF the posture of his affairs in 
Ireland, and to knov^ his pleasure in relation to those 
particulars of the treaty which remained to be adjusted, 
fixed upon lord Edward Brabazon, sir Henry Ticbborne, 
and sir James Ware, as persons acceptable to the king, 
and not inclined to favour either the popish or parlia^ 
mentary interest. They arrived at Oxford in the end of 
1644, and, while here, such time as sir James could spare 
from the business on which he was sent, was employed by 
him in the libraries, or in the company of the men of learn- 
ing. The university complimented him with the honorary 
degree of doctor of laws. 

While these commissionecs were returning to Ireland, 
they were taken by one of the parliament ships, and sir 
James, finding there were no hopes of escaping, threw 
overboard his majesty^s dispatches to the marqnia of Or- 
mond. He and his companions were then brought to Lon- 
don and imprisoned ten months in the Tower, but were ajt 
last released, in exchange for some .persons imprisoned in 
Dublin, for an attempt to betray the town of Drogheda to 
the Scotch covenanters. During his tedious imprisonment^ 
sir James amused himself by writing ^' An isnaginary voy- 
age to an Utopian island,^' whiph was never published, but 
the MS. remained for many years in the family. When 
discharged he returned to Dublin, and had an order from 
the lord- lieutenant and council on the treasury for 718/^ 
for the expences of his journey. As the king^s affairs now 
Vecame desperate in both kingdoms, he sent instructions 
Co the marquis of Ormond to make peace with the Irish 
catholics <' whatever it cost, so that bis protestant subjects 
there may be secured, and his regal authority preserved.'^ 
In what manner this was to be effected belongs to the his- 
tory of the times. It was on the part of Charles an un- 
fortunate measure, but it was thought a necessary one. 
Peace was accordingly concluded with the catholics by the 
earl of Glamorgan, whose conduct in the affair has been 
well illustrated by Dr. Birch in his << Inquiry into the share 
king Charles I. had in the Transactions of the earl of Gla*» 
morgan,'' Lond. 1747 and 1756, 8vo. In the mean time 
Glamorgan being thought to have exceeded his commis- 
sion, secretary Digby then in Ireland, accused him at the 
council*table, Dec. 26, 1 645, of suspicion of treason. He 
WR& then arrested, and sir James^ the earl of Roscommon, 
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and lord Lambert^ were appointed a committee to fnqaire 
into his conduct, and take his examination, which in Janu*- 
ary following was transmitted to the king. ' 

During the remainder of the troubles, sir James remained 

* firm to the king's interest, and zealously adhered to the 
marquis of Ormond, who ever after entertained a great 
affection for him. He continued, in Dublin, till the mar* 
quis, by the jting's orders, surrendered that place to the 
parliamentary power in June 1647. At this time sir James 
Ware was considered as a man of such consequence, that 
the parliament insisted on his being one of the hostages for 
the performance of the treaty ; and accor<lingly he repaired, 
with the earl of Roscommon, and col. Arthur Chichester, 
to the committee for the management of Irish affairs at 
Derby-house, London ; but as soon as the treaty was con- 
cluded, and the hostages permitted to depslrr, he returned 
to Dublin, and lived for some time in a private station, 
being deprived of his employment of auditor- general. H^ 
was, however, disturbed in this retirement by Michael 
Jones, the governor of Dublin, who^ jealous of his charac- 
ter and consequence, sent him a peremptory order to de- 
part the city, and transport himself beyond seas into what 
country he pleased, except England. Having chosen 
France for the place of his exile, Jones furnished him with 
a pass for himself, his eldest son, and one servant, signed 

- April 4, 1649. He landed at St. Malo*8, whence he re- 
moved not long after to Caen in Normandy, and then to 
Paris, and contracted an acquaintance there with some of 
the literati^ and particularly with Bochart, whose works he 
much esteemed, and thought his ** Hierozoicon*' a suitable 
present for the library pf the university of Dublin. After 
continuing in France about two 3'ear6, he left it in 1651, 
and by licence from the parliament came to London on 
private business, and two years after went to Ireland to took 
after his estates. 

Having now leisure to prosecute bis favourite studies, 
the retuni to which was now consoling as well as gratifying, 
he took several journeys to London to publish them, the 
art of printing being at that time in a very low condition in 
Ireland. In May 1654 he published the first edition of his 
antiquities, under the title of '* De Hibernia et antiquitati- 
bus ejus Disquisitiones," Lond. 8vo, and a much eh^arged 
and corrected edition in 1658. He also collected the 
works ascribed to St. Patrick, and published thenl, witk 
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iot^ auder the title ^* Opuscula Sancto Patricio, qui Hi* 
b^nos ad fidem Cbristi convertit, adscripta, &c.'* Lond. 
1656, 8vo. 

On the restoration, he was, by special order from his 
majesty, replaced in his office of auditor- general, and % 
parliament being summoned in May 1^61, he was unani^ 
mously elected representative of the university of Dublin. 
He was very instrumental in the parliamentary grant of 
30,000/. to the marquis, now doke, of Ormond, who dis- 
tinguished him in a very particular manner. By his grace'^ 
Interest, he was made one of the four commissioners of 
appeal in causes of the excise, and new impost raised \}y 
the statute of 14tb and 15th Charles IJ. with a salary oif 
150/. He was also appointed one of the commissioners for 
the execution of the king's declaration for the settlement 
of the kingdom, and for the satisfaction of tbe several in<« 
terests of -adventurers, soldiers, and others, and was, by the 
king's instructions, made of t^e quorum in this commission, 
without whose presence and concurrence no act could be 
done in execution of the declaration. His majesty, in 
consideration of his faithful services for a great number of 
years, and perhaps not forgetting a handsome sum of 
money which he bad sent him in his exile, was graciously 
pleased to oflfer to create him a viscount of the kingdom of 
Ireland, but this he refused, and likewise a baronetcy. At 
his request, however, the king granted him two blank 
baronet's patents, which he filled up and disposed of to 
two friends, whose posterity, Harris says, *^ to this dav 
enjoy the honours," but he does not mention their names. 

Returning again to his studies, he began with some 
pieoes of tbe venerable Bede, published under the title of 
'^ Venerabilis Bedae epistols duas, necnon vit® abbatum 
Wiremuthensium etGerwien$ium,&c.*' Dublin, 1664. T^ie 
same year he published the Annals of Ifeland for four 
feigns, *^ Rerum Hibernicarum Annales regnantibus Hen- 
rico Yll. Henrico VIIL Edwardo VI. et Maria, &c." «ibid. 
.1664, fol. ; and tbe year following his history of tbe bishops 
of Ireland, entitled ^' De Prssulibus Hibernias Common* 
tarius, &c.*' ibid. 1665, fol. He was preparing other mat- 
ters respecting Ireland, but was prevented by bis death 
which took place Dec. 1, 1666, in the seventy-third year 
ofhis age. He was buried in the church of St. Werburg, 
iffibe city of Dublin, in a vault belonging to his family. 

As an antiquary, sir James Ware must ever be held in 
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veneration by his countrymen. He was the Camden of 
Ireland, and was deficient only in not understanding the 
Irish language ; yet major Vallancey observes, that con* 
sideriog his ignorance of that language, he did much. 
^ His works are the outlines and materials of a great plan, 
which be enjoyed neither life nor abilities to finish ; and it 
is much to be lamented that he had not the good fortune to 
meet with so experienced and intelligent an amanuensis as 
Mac Terbiss sooner." He found, however, an excellent 
editor in Walter Harris, esq. who married his grand-daugh- 
ter, and published all his vitorks, except the Annals of 
Ireland, in 1739 — 1745, 3 vols. fol. ornamented with en- 
gravings. These were reprinted in 1764, 2 vols. ^ fol. a 
work which now bears a very high price. Sir James Ware*8 
MS collections relative to Ireland were purchased of his 
heir by lord Clarendon, when lord-lieutenant in 1686, and 
after his death by the duke of Chandos, whom the public 
spirited dean of St. Patrick^s in vain solicited to deposit 
them in the public library at Dublin. These underwent a 
second dispersion by public auction. Dr. Milles, dean of 
Exeter, whose uncle had considerable property in Ireland, 
purchased a large part, and deposited them in the British 
Museum ; Dr. Kawlinson bought others, and bequeathed 
them to the library of St. John^s-college, Oxford, and 
adme part fell into the hands of lord Newport, chancellor of 
Ireland. Of these MSS. a catalogue was printed at Dub- 
lin about 1641, and another at Oxford iu 1697, in the 
'' Catalogue of MSS. of England and Ireland.'' Sir James 
was a man of a charitable disposition, and frequently con- 
tributed considerable sums of money to the relief of the 
indigent, especially to decayed royalists, whom he also 
often invited to bis hospitable table. Harris says he always 
forgave the fees of office to widows, clergymen, and cler- 
gymen's sons, as we hai'e already noticed ; and adds, that 
'he was frequently known to lend money, where he bad no 
prospect of repayment, not knowing how to deny any 
body who asked. On one occasion, a house in Dublin, 
forfeited by the rebellion, being granted to him, he sent 
for the widow and children of the forfeiting person, and 
conveyed it back to them. 

By his wife, sir James Ware had ten children, of whom 
only two sons and two daughters arrived at maturity* Of 
the latter, Mary was married to sir Edward Crofton, hart, 
and Rose to lord Lambert, afterwards earl of Cavan. His 
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eldest son James succeeded bim in his estate and office^ 
and married the daughter of Dixie Hickman, of Kew, in 
the ccxunty of Surrey, esq. and sister to Thomas lord Wind<« 
sor, who was afterwards created earl of Plymouth. By a 
general entail raised on this marriage, the estate of the 
family afterwards came to an only daughter, Mary, who 
took for her second husband sir John St. Leger, knt. one 
of the barons of his majesty's court of exchequer in Ireland^ 
in whom the estate vested. Sir James Ware's youngest 
son Robert was in his youth troubled with epilepsy, and 
atforded no hopes to his father, which induced him to con- 
sent to the general entail before mentioned ; but this son 
afterwards recovering a vigorous state of health, sir James 
had little pleasure in reflecting on what he had done, and 
to make Robert every amends in his power, laid up lOOOZ. 
fpr every remaining year of his life, which was not above 
six or seven. Robert married Elizabeth, daughter to sir 
Henry Piers, of Tristernagh, in the county of Westmeath, 
bart. and from this marriage one only son, Henry, survived. 
Henry married Mary, the daughter of Peter Egerton, of 
Shaw, in Lancashire, esq. by whom he had two sons, and 
a daughter Elizabeth, married to Walter Harris, esq. edi« 
tor of sir James Ware's works. 

Of Robert Ware some farther notice must be taken, as 
be was a writer of considerable note in his day. He had 
by those writings appeared so averse to the Roman catholic 
interest of Ireland in the reign of Charles II. that, feai'ing 
the resentment of that party, which be had reason to be- 
lieve would be severe enough, and being advised by the 
earl of Clarendon, then lord lieutenant, lie removed with 
his family into England on the same day that lord Tyrcon-* 
jnel landed in Ireland to take upon him the government, 
which he continued until the revolution. Mr. Ware died 
March 1696, after publishing, l.^'The Examinations of 
Faithful Commin and Thomas Heath,'' &c. Dublin, 1671, 
4to. 2. ^^ The Conversion of Philip Corwine, a Franciscan 
Friar, to the protestant religion, in 1569," ibid. 16SI, 4to. 
3. *^ The Reformation of the Church of Ireland, in the 
life and death of George Brown,;,sometime archbishop of 
t)ublin," ibid. 1681, 4to. This stands the first in the Eng- 
lish edition of sir James Ware's \^rks, Dublin, 1705, foK 
and is also reprinted in the *^ Phoenix," vol. L 4. *^ Foxes 
and Firebrands ; or a specimen of the danger and harmony 
of popery and separation ; wherein is proved from unde* 
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ntable matter of fact and reason, that separaiion from th« 
Church of England is, in the judgment of papists, and by 
sad experience, found the most compendious way to intro-* 
duce popery, and to ruin the protestant religion, in two 
parts/' London, 1680, 4to, Dublin, 1682, 8vo. The first 
part, with tlie examinations of Commin and Heath, was 
published hy Dr. John Nalson in 1678, 8vo, and the se- 
cond part was adde^J by Mr. Robert Ware. 5. " The hunt- 
ing of the Romish Fox^ and the quenching of sectarian fire* 
brands; being a specimen of popery and separatioi),^* Dub<- 
lin, 1683, 8vo. 6. " Foxes and Firebrands, the third part," 
Loud. '1689, 8vo. 7. ^' Pope Joan; or an account that 
there was such a she-pope, proved 'from Romish authors 
before Luther," &c. ibid. 1689, 4to. Mr. Ware left also 
an unfinished and imperfect MS. on the history and anti- 
quities of the city and university of Dublin. ' 

WARGENTIN (Peter), knight of the order of the 
polar star, secretary to the royal academy of sciences at 
Stockholm, F. R. S. one of the eight foreign members of 
the academy of sciences at Paris, and member of the aca- 
demies of St. Petersburg, Upsal, Gottingen, Copenhagen, 
and Drontheim, was born Sept. 22, 1717, and became se- 
cretary to the Stockholm academy in 1749. In this conn- 
try he is probably most known from his tables for com- 
puting the eclipses of Jupiter's satellites, which are an- 
nexed to the Nautical Almanac of 1779. We know not 
that be has published any separate work ; but in the 
^* Transaotions of the Stockholm Academy," are 52 me- 
moirs by him, besides several in the '^ Philosophical IVans- 
actions," and in the " Acta Societatis Upsaliensis." He 
died at the observatory at Stockholm, Dec. IJ, 1783.' 

WARHAM (William), an eminent English prelate, 
archbishop of Canterbury^ and lord high chancellor, the son 
of Robert Warham, was born of a genteel family at Okely, 
in Hampshire. He was educated at Winchester school 
whence he was admitted a fellow of New college*, Oxford, 
in i 475. There be took the degree of doctor of laws, and, 
according to Wood, left the college in 1488. In ihe sauie 
year he appears to have been collated to a rectorship by 
the bishop of Kly, and soon afterwards became a^i advocate 
in the court of arches, and principal or. moderator of the 

* HaiTi»'i( ctlitiun of Ware, vol. II. — IJlug. Biit. — (>ODg)i '9 Topography. 

* Uution'« Diet.— Elogrs des Academicieoi, vol*. IV. 
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civil law school in St. Edwarcrs parish, Oxford. In 1493 
he was »ent by Henry VIl. wiih sir Edward Poynings, on 
an embassy to Philip duke of Burgundy, to persuade him 
to deliver up Perk in Warbeck, who had assumed the title 
of Richard duke of York, second son of king Edward IV. 
representing that he had escaped the cruelty of his unclei 
king Richard III. and was supported in this imposture by 
Margaret, duchess dowager of Burgundy, sister of Edward 
IV. as she had before given encouragement to Lambert 
Simnel, the pretended earl of Warwick, out of the impla*^ 
cable hatred which she had conceived against Henry VII. 
.Upon this remonstrance the^ ambassadors were assured by 
the duke's council (himself being then in his niinority) that 
*Mhe archduke, for the love of king Henry, would in no 
sort aid or assist the pretended duke, but in all things pre^ 
serve the amity he had with the king ; but for the duchess 
dowager, she was absolute in the lands of her 'dowry, and 
that he could not hinder her from disposing of her own.^^ 
This answer, being founded on an assertion not trtrc, 
namely, that the duchess dowager was absolute in the lands 
of her dowry, produced a very sharp roply from the Eng- 
lish-ambassadors ; and when they returned hon;e Henry 
VII. was by no means pleased with their success. They, 
however^ told him plainly that the duchess dowager had ^ 
great party hi the archduke's council, and that the arch-i- 
duke did covertly support Pcrkin. The king for some 
time resented this, but the matter ap])ear& to' have been 
accommodated in k treaty of commt^roe concluded in Fe- 
bruary 1496, by certain commissioners, one of whom, on 
the part of England, was Dr. Wariiam. 

Warham now, according to lord Bacon, began much 
to gain- upon the king^s opinion, and havin(» executed 
^is office of master of the rolls, as well as his other em- 
ploymients, with great ability, and with much reputation, 
be was in 1502 made keeper of the great seal of England,- 
and on the first of January following lord high chancellor. 
In the beginning of 1603 he was advanced to the see of 
Loodon. In the preceding year the king's eldest son Ar- 
thur prince of Wales was married to Caiberine of Arra- 
goD, but died soon after, and Henry's avarice rendering 
him unwilling to restore Catherine's dowry, which was 
200,000 ducats, he proposed that she should marry his 
younger son Henry, now prince of Wales. Bat there 
being great reaaon to believe that the marriage between 
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prince Arthur and Catherine had been really eonsttinmat^dy 
Warbam reraonstratedy in very strong terms, against this 
preposterous measure, atid told the king, that be thought 
it was neither honourable, nor well-pleasing to God. In 
this, however, he was opposed by Fox bishop of Winches- 
ter, who insisted that the pope^s dispensation could remove 
.all impediments, either sacred or civil. This marriage, 
it is well-known, afterwards took place, and was tbe cause 
of some of the most important events in English his* 
tory. 

In March 1 50^5-4, bishop Warbam was translated to the 
see of Canterbury, in which he was installed with great 
solemnity, Edward duke of Buckingham officiating as his 
steward on that occasion. He was likewise, on May 28, 
1506, unanimously elected chancellor of the university of 
Oxford, being then, and ever after, a great friend and be- 
nefactor to that university, and to learning in general. In 
1509, Henry VII. died, and was succeeded by his son 
Henry YIII. from whose promising abilities great expec- 
tations were formed. Archbishop Warham's high rank in 
the church, and the important office he held in the state, 
as lord chancellor, naturally caused him to preside at tbe 
council-board of the young king, and his rank and talents 
certainly gave him great authority there. One of the 6rst 
matters of importance, in the new reign, was the marriage 
of the king, which, from his tender age, and his aversion 
to it, had not yet taken place, and it was now necessary 
that his majesty should decide to break it off, or conclude 
it. Warbam still continued to oppose it, and Fox, as 
before, contended for it; and it, accordingly, was per- 
formed June 3, 1509 ; and on the 24th of the same month, 
the king and queen were crowned at Westminster by arch- 
bishop Warbam. In tbe years 1511 and 1512, we find our 
prelate zealously persecuting those who were termed here- 
tics ; and although the instances of his interference with 
the opinions of the reformation are neither many, nor 
bear the atrocious features of a Bonner or a Gardiner, they 
form no small blemish in his character. 

Warbam continued to hold his place of chancellor for 
the first seven years of Henry VIII. but became weary of 
it when Wolsey had gained such an ascendancy over the 
king, as to be intrusted with almost the sole administration 
of public affairs. Warham, says Burnet, always bated 
cardinal Wolsey, and would never stoop to him, esteeming 
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it below the dignity of his see. Erasmus relates of War- 
hvLUij that it was bis custom to wear plain apparel, and that 
once when Henry Yllf. and Charles V. had an interview, 
and Wolsey took upon hiin to publish an order, that the 
clergy should appear splendidly dressed, in silk or da- 
mask, Warham alone, despising the cardinal's commands, 
came in his usual cloaths. One misunderstanding between 
Warham and Wolsey was about the latter*s having the cross 
carried before him in the province of Canterbury. War- 
ham as primate of ail England, had taken umbrage that 
Wolsey, who was only archbishop of York, should cause the 
cross to be carried before him in the presence of Warham, and- 
e?cn in the province of Canterbury, contrary to the ancient 
custom ; which was, that the cross of the see of York should 
not be advanced in the same province, or in the same 
place, with the cross of Canterbury, in acknowledgment 
of the superiority of the latter see. When Warham ex- 
postulated with Wolsey on this subject, he appears to have 
convinced Kim of the impropriety of his conduct ; but 
rtither than desist from it, and lose a dignity he had onc^ 
assumed, Wolsey contrived how he might, for the future, 
have a right to it, without incurring any imputation of 
atting contrary to rule. And though his being a cardinal 
did not give him the contested right, he knew that he 
might assume it with a better grace, if he was invested 
with the legantine character ; and therefore he solicited and 
obtained it, being made the pope's legate a latere in No- 
vember 1515. On this, in the following month, the arch- 
bishop Warham resigned the seals, and Wolsey was made 
lord chancellor in his room. There were subsequently 
many contests between these two great statesmen, in which 
Warham generally maintained the dignity and indepen- 
dence of his character with great firmness; but Wplsey, 
as long as he remained the king's favourite, was the more 
powerful antagonist^ Still, notwithstanding his superi- 
ority, Warham sometimes was enabled to convince him 
that be stretched his power too far. Of this we have a re- 
markable instance. Warham had summoned a convocation 
of the prelates and clergy of his province to meet at St 
Paurs April 20, 1523, and the cardinal had summoned a 
convocation of Itis province of York to meet at Westmin- 
ster iit the same time. But as soon as the convocation of 
Canterbnry met, and were about to proceed to business, 
the cardinal summoned them to attend him April 22, in a 
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legantine cpuncU at Westminster. This extraordinary 
step gave great offence to the prelates and clergy of the 
province of Cant/erbury. They indeed obeyed tl;ie suminons, 
but w)ien they came to treat of business, the proctors for 
the clergy observed, that their commissions gave them no 
authority to treat or vote but in convocation. This objec- 
tion proved unanswerable, and the cardinal, to his great 
inonification, was obliged to dismiss his legantine counciL 
When, in 1529, Wolsey was deprived of all his honours, 
):he great seal was again offered to Warham, but being now 
far advanced in years, and displeased with the general 
, proceedings of the court, he declined the offer. In his last 
year, 1632, he exhibited two instances of weakness, the 
onp in being, with many others however, imposed upon by 
the pretended visions o\ Clizabetji Barton, com niouly called 
the«^laid of Kent ; the other, in a kind of protest, which 
be left in the hands of a notary, against all the laws that 
)iad been made, or that should thereafter be made, by 
the present parliament, in derogation of the authority of 
the pope, or the right and immunities of the church. The 
design of this private protest against those laws to which 
be had given his consent in public, is not very obvioua. 
Burnet uould suggest, that it was a piece of superstitious 
penance imposed on hiip by his confessor, in which case 
it must be accounted an instance of extreme weakness. 

The archbishop sat in the see of Canterbury twenty- 
eight years, ai)d died at St. Stephen's pear that city, in the 
house of Williatp Warham, hi^ mnscpan, aqd archdeacon of 
Canterbury, in 1532. He w?w interred, without any pomp, 
in his catiiedral, in a litt|e chapel built by himself for the 
place of his burial, on the north of Becket^s tomb, where 
a monument was erected for him, which was defaced in the 
civil wars. He laid out to the vjilue of 3000/. in repairing 
and beautifying the houses belonging to his see. It ap- 
pears, from a letter of Erasmus to sir Thomas More, that 
though he had passed through the highest posts in chiircb 
and state, he had so little regarded his own private ad- 
vantage, that be left no more than was sufficient to pay 
his debts and fiineral charges. And it is said, that, when 
be was near his death, he called upon his steward to know 
what money he had in bis hands ; who t^ilin^ him ^^ that 
be .had but thirty pounds," he cheerfully answered, Saiis 
viaticiin cwlum^ i.e. ^^That was enough to last till he got 
to Heaven.*' He left his theological books to the library 
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fit All-Souls college, his civil and canon law books to New 
college, and all his books of church music to Winchester 
.college. 

He was the warm friend' and generous patron of Eras- 
mus, to whom, besides many letters, he sent his portrait, 
' which Dr. Knight supposes to have been a cof^y of that at 
Lambeth by Holbein; Erasmus, iu return, sent him his own. 
He also dedicated his edition of St. Jerome to the arch- 
bishop, and in other parts of his works, be^^tows the highest 
encomiums on him. He calls him his only Maecenas, and 
says that his generosity and liberality extended not to him 
only, but to all men of letters. Erasmus gives us a very 
pleasing account of War ham's private life. ** That," 
says he, ^* which enabled him to go through such various 
cares and employments, was, that no part of his time^ nor 
no degree of his attention, was taken up with hunting, .or 
gaming, in idle or trifling conversation, or in luxury or 
voluptuousness. Instead of any diversions or amusements 
of this kind, he delighted in the reading of some good and 
pleasing author, or in the conversation of some learned 
vuin. And although he sometimes had prelates, dukes, 
and earls as his guests, he never spent more than an hour 
at dinner. The entertainment which he provided for his 
friends was liberal and splendid, and suitable to the dig- 
nity of his rank ; but he never touched any dainties of the 
kind himself. He seldom tasted wine ; and when he had 
attained the age of seventy years, drank nothing, for the 
most part, but a little small beer. But notwithstanding 
bis great temperance and abstemiousness, he added to the 
cheerfulness and festivity of every entertainment at which 
he was present, by the pleasantness of his countenance^ 
ajLid the vivacity and agreeableness of his conversation. 
The same sobriety was seen in him after dinner as before. 
He abstained from suppers altogether : unless he hap- 
pened to have any very familiar frieHdi^ with him, .of which 
number I was 4 when he would, indeed, sit duvvft to table, 
but^tlien could scarcely be said to eat any thing. If that 
did not happen to be the case, be employed the time by 
others Aisually appropriated to suppers, in stuiiy or devo- . 
tion. But as be was remarkably agreeable and facetious 
in his discourse, but without biting or buffoonery, so he 
delighted much in jesting freely with his friends. But 
Bcurrtlity, defamation, or slander, he abhorred, and avoided 
as he would a snake. In this manner did this great man 
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inake bis days sufiicieiuly long, of the shortness of which 
many complain." ' 

WARING (Edward), Lttcasian professor of mathema- 
tics in the university oJF Cambridge, was descended from 
an ancient family at Mitton, in the parish of Fittes, Shrop* 
shire, being the eldest son of John Waring of that place. 
He was born in ] 734, and after being educated at the 
free school at Shrewsbury, under Mr. Hotehkis, was sent 
on one of Millington*s exhibitions to. Magdalen college, 
Cambridge, where he applied himself with such assiduity 
to the study of mathematics, that in 1757, when he pro- 
ceeded bachelor of arts, he was the senior wrangler, ot 
fiMMt distinguished graduate of the year. This honour, for 
the securing of which he probably postponed his first de- 
gree to the late period of his twenty-third year, led to his 
election, only two years afterwards, to the office of Luca- 
sian professor. The appointment of a young man, scarcely 
* twenty-five years of age, and still only a bachelor of arts^ 
to a chair which had been honoured by the names of New- 
Ion, Saunderson, and Barrow, gave great offence to the 
aenior members of the university, by whom the talents and 
pretensions of the new professor were severely arraigned. 
The first chapter of his ** Miscellanea Analytica,*' which 
Mr. Waring circulated in vindication of his scientific cha- 
racter, gave rise to a controversy of some duration. Dr. 
Powell, master of St, John's, commenced the attack by a 
pamphlet of ''Observations** upon this specimen of the 
professor's qualifications for his office. Waring was de- 
fended in a very able reply, for which he was indebted to 
Mr. Wilson, then an under-graduate of Peter House, after^ 
wards sir John Wilson, a judge of the common pleas, and 
a magistrate justly beloved and revered for his amiable 
temper, learning, honesty, and independent spirit. In 
1760, Dr. Powell wrote a defence of his ** Observations," 
s^nd here the controversy ended. Mr. Wartng's deficiency 
of academical honours was supplied in the same year by 
the degree of M. A. conferred upon him by royal mandate, 
and he remained in the undisturbed possession of his office. 
Two years afterwards, his work, a part of which had ex- 
cited so warm a dispute; was published from the university 
press, in quarto, under the title of ^* Miscellanea Analytica 

1 Godwin de Prcsulibus, by Rtchardson. — Rf pin's History .--J ortin's and 
^night's Lives of Erasmus.— Borncl's Ui»t of Uit Reformation. — Henry's Hi^. 
of Great Britain, Ice. 
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de ^quadonibus Algebraicis et Carrarum Proprietatibas,^ 
with a dedication to the dake of Newcastle. It appears 
from the title-page, that Waring was by this time elected 
a fellow of bis college. The book itself, so intricate and 
abstruse are its subjects, is understood to have been little 
studied even by expert mathematicians. Indeed, speaking 
of this and his other works, in a subsequent publication, he 
says himself, ** I never could bear of any reader in Eng* 
land out of Cambridge, who took the pains to read and 
understand what I have written.** 

For his profession in life, Mr. Waring chose the study of 
medicine, and proceeded a doctor in that faculty in 1767. 
In 1771 he appears in the list of physicians to Adden- 
brooke*s hospital in Cambridge ; and about this time prac-^ 
tised in the neighbouring town of St. Ives. But though 
he followed this pursuit with characteristical assiduity, and 
attended lectures and hospitals in London, he never en- 
joyed extensive practice. Of this he was the less careful^ 
as, in addition to the emoluments, which are considerable^ 
of bis professorship, he possessed a very handsome patri-^ 
monial fortune, while his favourite science supplied him 
with an inexbausible fund of amusement and occupatibn. 
In 1776 be entered into a matrimonial connexion with miss 
Maiy Oswell, sister of Mr. William Oswell, a respectable 
draper in Shrewsbury ; and not many years afterwards re- 
tired from the university, first to a house in Shrewsbury, 
and at length to his own estate at Plealey, . near Pontes- 
bury. The mathematical inquiries which had occupied so 
large a portion of his early life, he still continued to culti- 
vate with undiminished diligence ; and he also occasionally 
indulged in philosophical excursions of a more popular and 
intelligible class. The result' of these he collected in a 
volume printed at Cambridge, in 1794, with the title of 
**An Essay on the Principles of Human Knowledge.** 
Under this comprehensive title are contained his opinions 
on a great variety of subjects. Bat this book, in the front 
of which he designates himself as fellow of the Royal So- 
ciety of London, and of those of Bologna and Gottingen, 
was never published. Thus passed the even tenour of Dr. 
Waring*s life, interrupted occasionally by a visit to the 
Board of Longitude, in London, of which he was a mem- 
ber, and from which he always- returned with an encreased 
relish for his country retreat at Plealey : and'here he might 
have promised himself many years of life and health, when 
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h\s career was . terminated by a short illness, produced by 
a violent cold caught in superintending some additions 
which be was making to his house. He died on the Idth 
of August, 179Sy in the sixty- fourth year of his age. 
% Dr. Waring successively produced a number of .pieces, 
of a like abstruse kiod as his ^' Miscellanea Analytica^** 
such as ihe *' Proprietates Algebraicarum Curvarum/' pub- 
lished in 1772, the '' Meditationes Algebraical," published 
iu 1770, and the *^ Meditationes Analyticae," which were 
in the press during 1773, 1774, 1775, and 1776. These 
were the chief and the most laborious works edited by the 
professor; and in the Philosophical Transactions is to be 
found a variety of papers, the nature of which may be seen 
from the tollowing catalogue. 

Vol Llll page 294, Mathematical Problems. — LIV. 193, 
New Properties in Conies. — LV. 143, Two Theorems in 
Mathemtiics. — LXIX. Problems concerning Interpolations. 
lb. 86, A ^ei>eral Kesolution of Algebraical Equations. -— 
LXXVI. SI,. On Infinite Series —LXXVII. 71, On find- 
ing the Values of Algebraical Quantities by converging se- 
rieses, and demonsti^aiing and exteiMling propositions given 
by 'Pappus, and others. — LXXVIil. 67, On Centripetal 
Forces. lb. 588, On some Properties of the Sum of tlie 
Division of Numbers. — LXXIX. 166, On the Method of 
correspondent Values, &c. lb. 185, On the Resolution of 
attractive Powers. — LXXXI. 146, On infinite Serieses. — 
LXXXIV. 385 — 415, On the Summation of those Serieses 
whose general term is a determinate function o^jz;, the dis- 
tance of the term of the Series. For tliese papers, the 
professor was, in 1784," deservedly honoured by the Royal* 
Society with sir Godfrey Copley^s medal ; and most of 
them aHbrd very strong proofs of the powers of his mind, 
both in abstract science, and the application of it to philo- 
sophy ; though they labour, in common with his other works, 
under the disadvantage of being clovhed in a very uuat* 
tractive form. 

In his disposition and character. Dr. Waring is repre- 
sented as of inflexible integrity, great modesty, plainness, 
and simplicity of manners; of a meekness and a diffidence 
of mind to such a degree, as to be always embarrassed 
before strangers. His extreme short-sightedness too, joined 
to a certain want of order and method in his mind, which 
appeared remarkably even in his hand-uriting, rendered 
his mathematical compositions so confused and embarrassed^ 
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that in manuscript they were often utterly inexplicable, a 
circumstance which may account for the numerous typo- 
graphical errors in his publications. 

We shall sum up this sketch of the life of Dr. Waring, 
with the concluding words of his *^ Essay on Human Know- 
ledge/^ which oontain a just and pleasing specimen of bis 
genuine piety and unfeigned humility. '^ Should it please 
Providence to deprive me of the use of my Faculties, may 
I submit with humble resignation ! May I for the future 
lead a life better in practice, and more fervent in devotion 
to the Supreme Being ; and may God grant me his grace 
here, and pardon for my sins, when the trumpet of the 
great Archattgel shaji summon me to life again, and to 
judgement !" * 

WARNER (Fkrdinando), a very voluminous writer, 
was born in 1703, but where we are not told. He was of 
Jesus college, Cambridge,' according to Mr. Cole, but we 
do not find his name ^mong the graduates of that univer- 
sity. In ]730 he became vicar of Ronde, in Wiltshire ; in 
1746 recftor of St. Michael Queenhithe, London, and in 
1758 rector of Barnes, in Surrey. He also styles himself 
chaplain to the lord rhancellor, and LL. D. ; the latter title 
probably obtained from some northern university. He died 
Oct. 3, 1768, aged sixty-tive. Dr. Warner was a la- 
borious man, and having deservedly attained the character 
of a judicious and useful writer, as well as a popular 
preacher, he was frequeutiy engaged in compilations for 
the booksellers, which, however, he execdted in a very 
superior manner, and gave many proofs of diligent research 
and judgment, both in his reflections and in the use he 
made oi his materials. The following we believe to be a 
complete, or nearly complete list of his publications : 1. 
** A Sermon preached before the Lord Mayor, January 30, 
1748." 2. " A Sermon preached before the Lord Mayor, 
on September 2," 1749. 3. "A system of Divinity and 
Morality, containing a series of discourses on the principal 
and most important points of natural and revealed Religion; 
compiled from the works of the most eminent divines of thQ 
Church of England,** 1750, -5 vols. J2mo. This was re- 
printed in 1756, 4 vols. 8vo. 4." A scheme for a Fund for 
the better Maintenatice of the Widows and Children of tlie 

1 Accpunl of Shreirsbury, 1810, iSmo. — GItrig's Sup|>Ieintnl to Uie Eocydo- 
pe^ia Britaiin'xa.—- Huiton*s Diet. new. edit. 


156 WARNER. 

clerg}'/' 1753, Svo. For this scheme, when carried, into 
execution, he received the thanks of the London clergy, 
assembled in Sion college. May 21, 1765, and published 
another pamphlet, hereafter to be mentioned. 5. ** An 
illustration of the Book of Common Prayer and Administra* 
. tk>n of the Sacraments, and other rites and ceremonies of 
the Church of England,** &c. 1754, folio. In this year he 
took the degree* of LL. D. probably, as we have alrea|)y 
suggested, at some northern university. 6. ** Bolingbroke, 
or a dialogue on the origin and authority of Revelation/* 
1755, 8vo. 7. ** A free and necessarj' enquiry whether the 
Church of England in her Liturgy, and many of her learned 
dirines in their writings, have not, by some unwary ex- 
pressions relating to Transubstantiation and the real pre- 
sence, given so great an advantage to papists and deists as 
may prove fatal to true religion, unless some remedy be 
speedily supplied ; with remarks on the power of priestly 
absolution,^' 1755, Svo. 8. In 1756 he published the first 
volume of his *^ Ecclesiastical History to the Eighteenth 
Century,*' folio; the second volume in 1757. This is the 
most valuable of all bis works, and has frequently been 
quoted with approbation. 9. *^ Memoirs of the Life of sir 
Thomas More, lord high chancellor of England in the reign 
of Henry VIII. 1758," Svo. This is dedicated to sir Ro- 
bert Henley, afterwards lord chancellor Northington, who 
is complimented for the favours he had conferred an him 
on his receiving the seals ; probably for the rectory of 
Barnes, with which he held Queenhithe and Trinity the 
Less. 10. ^^ Remarks on the History 9f Fingal and other 
poems of Ossian, translated by Mr. Macpherson, in a let- 
ter to the right hon. the lord L (Lyttelton)," 1762, 

Svo. II. "The History of Ireland, vol'. I." 1763, 4to. 
He published no more of this, heing discouraged by a dis- 
appointment in his expectations of some parliamentary as- 
sistance.- Yet in one of those newspaper notices, which 
Dr. Warner did not disdain, he speaks of the encourage- 
ment which he met with when he went to Ireland in 1761 
in search of materials for this work. He tells us of " the 
liberty granted him by the provost and fellows of the uni- 
versity to peruse the books and MSS. in the college library, 
as also those in the library of St. Sepulchre, founded by 
^e late primate Marsh ; and of his free access to the col- 
lections of Mr. Harris, which were purchased by the parlia- 
ment^ &c. ; that he was likewise complimented with the 
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tiberty of searching the records of tfa^ privy council, and 
other of&cesy &c.'' 12. ^^ A letter to the fellows of Sion 
college, and to all the clergy within the bills of mortality, 
and in the county of Middlesex> humbly proposing their 
forming themselves into a Society for the Maintenance pf 
the Widows and Orphans of such Clergymen. To which 
is added, a sketch of some Rules and Orders suitable to 
that purpose,'* 1765, 8vo. 13. ^« The History of the Re- 
bellion and Civil War in Ireland," 1767, 4to. 14. " A full 
and plain account of the Gout, whence will be clearly seen 
the folly or the baseness of all pretenders to the c'ure of it, 
ID which every thing material by the best writers on that 
subject is taken notice of, and accompanied with some new 
and important instructions for its relief, Which the author's 
experience in the gout above thirty years hath induced him 
to impart" This was the most unfortunate of all his pub- 
lications, for soon after imparting his cure for the gout he 
died of the disorder, and destroyed the credit of his system. 

Dr. Warner is said to have declared that he wrote his 
^^ Ecclesiastical History," and his '^ Dissertation on the 
Common Prayer," three folio volumes, both the original 
and corrected copies, with one single pen, which was an 
old one when he began^ and when he finished was not worn 
out. We are likewise told that a celebrated countess 
begged the doctor to make her a present of it, and he 
having complied, her ladyship had a gold case made with 
a short history of the pen engraved upon it, and placed it 
in her cabinet of curiosities. This foolish story, for such 
it psobably is, reminds us of a similar one related of the 
pious Matthew Henry, who is said to have written the whole 
oS his commentary on the Bible, 5 vols. fol. with one pen^ 
Mr. Henry is also said to have made this declaration in 
public. Unfortunately, however, Mr. Henry never wrote 
x\ie whole of his commentary, nor lived to see it completed, 
and consequently could have made no such declaration. 

Dr. Warner's son, the late Dr. John Warner, was of 
Trinity college, Cambridge, B. A. 1758, M.A. 1761, and 
D. D. 1773. For many years he was preacher at a chapel 
in Long Acre, which was his private property. In 1771 
he was presented to the united rectories of HoeklifFe and 
Chalgrave, in Bedfordshire, and afterwards to the rectory 
of Stourton, in Wilts. Having resided in France at the 
asra of the revolution he imbibed all those principles which 
produced it, and although no man could be fnore an enemy 
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to the atrocities which followed, they made no diflPerence 
in his republican attachments. He is known in the literary 
world by a singular publication entitled *' Metronariston/* 
and wrote the '^ Memoirs of Mekerchus/* in the Gentle- 
-^man's Magazine. He died, after a few days illness, in St. 
John's-square, Clerkenwell, Jan. 22, 1800, aged sixty«- 
four. ' 

WARNER (John)> a learned and munificent prelate, 
was the son ul' Herman Warner, citizen of London, and 
was born in the parish of St. Clement Danes, Strand, about 
1585. After some grammatical education, in which he 
made a very rapid progress, he was sent to Oxford in 1598, 
and the year following was elected demy of Magdalen col- 
lege. Here he proceeded successfully in his studies, and 
taking the degree of B. A. in 1602, commenced M. A. in 
June 1G05, in which year he was elected to a J*ellowship. 
In 1610 he resigned this, probably in consequence of the 
fortune which came to him from his godmother. In 1614 
he was presented to the rectory of St. Michael's, Crooked- 
lane, by archbishop Abbot, which he resij^rned ial610, 
and remained without preferment until 1625,. wlu^n the 
archbishop gave hini the rectory of St. Dionis Backciiurch 
in Fenchurch-htreet. In tiie interim he had taken both iiis 
degrees in divinity at Oxford ; and Abbot, continuing his 
esteem, collated him to the prebend of the firbi stall in the 
cathedral of Canterbury. He was also appointed governor 
of Sion college, London, and was ma^^le chaplain to Ciiarics 
I. In the second year of this munarcirs reign Dr. Wartier 
preached before him while the parliament was slttit.;r, 
during passion ueek, on Matt. xxi. 28, and took sncii li- 
berties with the proceeding's of that parliament as very 
highly provoked some of the members who happened to be 
present. Some measures appear to have been taken against 
him, but the dissolution of the parliament soon after pro* 
tected him, yet we are told that a pardon from the king 
was necessary, which pardon was extant at the time Dr. 
Zacbary Pearce communicated some particulars of his lif<6 
to the editors of the '' Biographia Britantiica/' 

In 1633 he attended the king on his coronation in Scot- 
land, and the same year was collated by him to the deanery 
of LichBeld. In Ui37 the king advanced him to the bibhop- 
ric of Rochester, and noiwixhstaniiing the small revenue' 
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attacbec) to this see, Dr. Warner resigned his deanery and 
his prebend, besides a donative of 200/. per annum in Kent, 
probably Barham,. or Bisbops^boorne, of wbi^h, it is said,' 
he was parson. In 1640 he assisted the king with 15002. 
on -the Scotch invasion of £ngland, and gave his attend^ 
' ance, when there was only one prelate besides himself in 
the council at York. The same year he had the Courage 
to oppose the priemunire in the House of Peers/ and as- 
serted the rights of the bishops sitting in parliament. With 
equal zeal he joined in the declaration made by some others 
of his brethren, May 14, 1641, to maiiuain and defend, 
as far as lawfully they might, with their life, power, and 
estate, the true reformed protestant religion, expressed in 
the doctrine of the Church of England, against all popery 
and popish innovation within this realm ; and maii^ain and 
defend bis majesty's royal person, honour, and estate; also 
the power and privilege of parliauients, the lawful rights 
and liberties of the subjects, and endeavour to preserve 
the union aud peace between the kingdoms of England, 
Scotland, and Ireland. 

All this opposition to the changes then proposed soon 
appeared to be fruitless, and in August of the same year 
he was impeached with twelve other bishops, for acting in 
the convocation of 1640, making then canons and constitu- 
tions, and granting his majesty a benevolence. On this 
occasion his brethren unanimously relied on bisliop War- 
ner's talents for their defence, which he undertook with 
spirit, but their total subversion being determined, nothing 
availed. He continued, however, inflexible in his adhe- 
rence to the cause of his sovereign, at whose command, 
not long before his death, the bishop wrote a treatise 
against the ordinance of the sale of church lands, which 
was printed in 1646 and 1648, 4to, under the title ^'Church 
Lands not to be sold," &c. After the death of Charles I. 
likewise, our prelate published several sermons against 
that illegal act. And having maintaitied his consistency so. 
far as to refuse to pay any tax or loan to the parliament^ 
bis estate, ecclesiastical and temporal, was sequestered, 
kts books seized, and by a singular refinement in robbery; 
all bonds due to him from any person whatever were re- 
leased. He would probably also have been iaiprisoned, 
bad he not escaped into Wales, where be led for three years 
a wandering and insecure life, but wherever he had oppor- 
taaity, constantly performed the duties of his episcopal 
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fuaction, which be also did wherever he might happen to 
bei till the restoration. 

After hift majestj^s garrisons were given up he was forced 
to compound for his temporal estate, now four years se- 
questered, at the rate of the tenth part real and personal ; 
but all oaths to the usurping government he refused to the 
last ; atid having, although after a heavy deduction, saved 
a considerable part of his estate, he devoted it to the as- 
sistance of his suffering brethren, and was a great support 
to such of the sequestered clergy and their families as were 
reduced to absolute poverty. Of this, bishop Kennet, in 
his life of Somner, aflbrds the following proof and instance : 
** When in the days of usurpation an honest friend paid a 
visit to him (Warner), and upon his lordship^s importunity 
told him freely the censures of the world, as being of a 
close and too thrifty a temper, the bishop produced a roll 
of distressed clergy, whom in their ejectments he had re- 
lieved with no less thah eight thousand pounds ; and in- 
quired of the same friend, whether he knew of any other 
like dbjects of charity; upon which motion the gentleman 
«oon after by letter recommended a sequestered divine, to 
whom at the first address he gave 100/.'* 

He sent 100/. to Charles II. in his exile, designing to 
continue remitting money as he could attbrd it, but he was 
betrayed by his servant, who discovered the matter to Crom- 
well, and he would have sutfered for it, had he not pre- 
vailed on the treacherous informer, by money, to go into 
Ireland. On the restoration, bishop Warner was replaced 
in the see of Rochester, and enjoyed it till his decease on 
Oct. II, 1666. He was interred in Rochester cathedra!, 
where a handsome monument was soon after erected to his 
memory in « small chapel, at the east end of the north aile. 
He married the widow of Dr. Robert Abbot, bishop of 
Salisbury, and had issue by het one daughter, his heiress, 
who by^ her husband, Thomas Lee, of London, had a son, 
John, to whom and his sons bishop Warner bequeathed so 
considerable an estate as -surprised those who knew the ex<* 
twt of his charities, and. the small income arising from bis 
bishopric. Nor will that surprise be much diminished by 
the fact, that when young he bad 16,000/. left him by a 
relation, who was bis god-mother, for if we take into ac« 
count what he suffered by the usurpation, and what he gave 
to his distressed brethren during that period, it will yet ap« 
pear surprising that he was enabled to 6Kert his charity aAd 
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munificence to such a vast amount as appears was the case. 
I To account for this, som'e have accused him of parsimony, 

but for this there is no proof, and the greater part of what 
he' gave was given at various periods in his Itjfe^time; but 
others have with more probability supposed that he lived 
on the profits, small as they were, of his bishopric, while 
the produce of his estates was accumulating, fie this as it 
may, We have the following items of nearly twenty thousand 
pounds, which he expended or bequeathed to the following 
objects : 

To the demies of Magdalen college^ Oxford, in eleven 

years . - - . . ^1>100 

— repairing St. PauVs, Londoa - - 1,050 

I The redemption of captives, 6lc. - - 2>500 

Library of Magdalen college ... l,S0O 

Cathedral of Canterbury, for fonts and library - 1,200 

■■ Rochester, towards a library - - , 500 

Repairs of that cathedral, and by his will - - 1,000 
For augmenting poor vicarages in the diocese of Rochester 2,000 
P^d by his executors for the building of Bromley college 8,500 
For repairs of the palace ... goo 

, ^19,850 . 

Bromley college above-mentioned was founded by him 
for the residence and maintenance of twenty widows of 
loyal and orthodox clergymen. By his will' he empowered 
his executors, sir Orlando Bridgman, and sir Philip War- 
wick, to raise a sum of money adequate to the purposes of 
such a building, out of his personal estate, and charged his 
manor of Sway ton with the annual payment of 450/. viz. 
50/. per ann. for the chaplain, and 20/. each for the wi«. 
dows. The founder had expressed a desire that this build«- 
ing should be erected as near to Rochester as coi|^*eniently 
might be; but as no healthy or convenient .spot could be 
obtained near that town, the present site was chosen at the 
north end of the to^rn of Bromley, under the sanction of 
an act of parliament passed in 1670; and by other subse- 
quent benefactions the institution has been brought to its 
present useful state. Another of bishop Warner^s founda- 
tions was that of four scholarships in Baliol college, Ox- 
ford, for four young men of Scotland, to bQ chosen from 
time to time by the archbishop of Canterbury and the bishop 
of Rochester. Each was to have 20/. yearly until M. A. 
when they were to return to their own country in holy 
orders^ << that there may never be wanting in Scotland some 
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who shall snpport the ecclesiastical establishment of Eng- 
land.'' Oiling to some demur on the part of this college, 
these scholars were first placed in Gloucester hall (now 
Worcesfccfr college), and there was a design to have made 
that a college for their use; but, in the msestership of Dr. 
Thomas Good, in 1672, they were removed to Baliol. 

Bishop Warner is said to have been an accurate logician, 
philosopher, and well versed in the fathers and schoolmen. 
He was a man of a decided character, equally cheerful an.d 
undaunted. In his manner he had less of the courtier than 
of the kind friend, always performing more than he pro- 
fessed. Of his celigious principles the only evidence we 
have is in a letter addressed to bishop Jeremy Taylor, in 
defence of the doctrine of original sin, which that prelate 
bad endeavoured to explain away in a manner totally in- 
consistent with the tenets of the church, as laid down in 
her liturgy, articles, and homilies. Warner was of the 
school of Abbot, and less likely to adopt Arminianism, 
although he was personally attached to its great frienc arch- 
bishop Laud. ' 

WARNER (Joseph), an eminent surgeon, was born in 
the island of Antigua, in 1717, on the family estate, which 
be inherited, together with a ring, famous in history, as 
the one given by queen Elizabeth to the earl of Essex, and 
which in the hour of impending danger he entrusted to the 
countess of Nottingham, who never delivered it to the 
queen, and this, according to the story, was the cause of 
Essex's losing his life. 3y some means this ring bad re- 
gularly descended, together with the estate, in the Warner 
family. Mr. Warner was sent to England at an early age, 
and educated at Westminster school. At the age of seven- 
teen he was apprenticed to the celebrated surgeon, Samuel 
Sharpe, and after residing seven years with him, was ad- 
mitted joint lecturer in anatomy at St. Thomas's hospital 
with Mr. Sharpe, after whose resignation Mr. Warner con- 
tinued*the lectures for several years. In 1746, during the 
rebellion in Scotland, he volunteered his professional ser« 
▼ices, and joined the royal army under the duke of Cum- 
berland. In the course of that campaign he was recalled 
to London to fill the oflEice of surgeon to Guy's hospital, a 
situation which he held, with increasing reputation, and 
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great professional success, for the long period of forty-four, 
years. During this time bis private practice became ex- 
tensive, and his fame was increased by his valuable treatises 
on the cataract, the hydrocele, &c. and his still more va- 
luable volume of " Cases in Surgery," 1754, &c. In 1756 
he was elected a fellow of the royal society, in whose Trans- 
actions a number of his communications were published. 
In 1764 he was elected a member of the court of assistants 
of the then corporation of surgeons, and in 1771, became 
one of the court of examiners, in which office he con- 
tinued to discharge his duty most punctually until the last 
month of his life. 

He died at his house in Hattoir*-garden, July 24, 1801, 
in the eighty-fifth year of his life, without much illness, 
but of the mere effects of age, and retained his faculties to 
the last. He left a very estimable character, both as to 
professional and private merit. He was among the earliest 
teachers of anatomy, whose labours have greatly contri- 
Jbuted to lessen the necessity of going abroad, -and have 
rendered London ai the present day the first chirurgical 
school in the world. ^ 

WARNER (RiCHAttb), who merits notice for his regard 
to the science of botany, and the respect and honour he . 
ever shewed to the lovers' of it, was the son of John Warner, 
a banker, who is somewhere mentioned by Addison or 
Steele, as having always worn black leather garters buckled 
under the knee, a custom niost religiously observed by our 
author, who in no other instance affected singularity. He 
was born in 1711, educated at Wadham college, Oxford, 
and being bred to the law, had chambers in Lincoln^s Inn, 
but possessing a genteel fortune^ he principally resided in . 
an ancient family seat with an. extensive garden f)elonging 
to it, on Woodford Green, in Essex. Here he maintained 
a botanical garden^ was very successful in the cultivation 
of rare exotics, and was not unacquainted with indigenous 
plants. The herborizations of the company of apothecaries 
were, once in the season, usually directed to the environs 
of Woodford, where, after the researches of the day, at 
the table of Mr. Warner, the products of Flora were dis- 
played. The result of the investigations made in that 
neighbourhood was printed for private distribution by Mr.' 
Warner, under the title ^^Plantae Woodfordienses ; or a 
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aatalogue of the more perfect plants growing spontaneotisljr 
about Woodford in Essex/' Lond. 177 1, 8vo. As none of 
the graminaceous or cryptogamous tribes are introdueedy. 
tbe list does not exceed 513 species. The order is alpha- 
betical, by the names from Ray's Synopsis ; after which 
follow the specific character at length, from HudsonV 
<' Flora Anglica/' the Linnaeau class and order, and' tbe 
Euglisb name, place, and time of flowering. 

Mr. Warner was also distinguished for polite learning, 
and eminently so for his critical knowledge in the writings 
of SlKikspeare. He published ^' A Letter to David Garrick^ 
esq. concerning a glossary to the Plays of Shakspeare,'* &,c^ 
1768, Svo. He bad been long making collections for a 
new edition of that author; but on- Mr. Steevens's adver- 
tisement of his design to en^gage in the same task on a dif- 
ferent plan, he desisted from the pursuit of his own. In 
bis youth he had been remarkably fond of dancing; nor 
till his rage for'that diversion subsided, did he convert the 
largest room in his house into a library.^ To the last hour 
of his life, however, he was employed on the •* Glossary" 
already mentioned, although it never was completed. At 
his death, which happened April 11, 1775, he bequeathed 
all his valuable books to Wadham college, Oxford, where 
he received his education; ami to the same society a small 
annual stipend to maintain a botanical lecture. He also 
translated the comedies of Plautus left untranslated by 
Thornton, which were published ip 1772 and 1774. The 
books be left to Wadham college form a good, alihougU 
not a complete collection of the old English poets, witl> 
many editions of Shakspeare, some of which are interleaved 
with writing paper, obviously intended for annotatbns, &c. 
had he pursued his design of a new edition. ^ 

Warner (William), an old English poet, is called 
by Phillips, ^' a good honest plain writer of moral rules and 
precepts, in that old-fashioned kind cf seven-footed verse, 
which yet sometimes is in use, though in diflerent manner, 
thtft is to say, divided into two. He may be reckoned 
with several other writers of the same time, i. €. Queen 
Elizabetb^s reign : who, though inferior to Sidney, Spen- 
ser, Drayton, and Daniel, yet have been thought by some 
not unworthy to be remembered and quoted : namely Gforge 
Gascoigne, \ Thomas Hfidson, John Markham, Thomas. 

' Palieney'i Botany.*— Nicboia'i Bowyer.— Lysoos'i Eoriroas. 


WARNER. 165 

Acfhelv, John Weever, Charles Middleton, George Tur- 
berviTle, Henry Constable, sirEdward Dyer, Thomas Church- 
yard, Charles Fitzgeoffry.** 

William Warner was a native of Oxfordshire, and born, » 
as Mr. Ellis is inclined to think, about 1558, which sup- 
poses him to have published his firbt work at the age of 
twenty. five. He was educated at Oxford, but spent his 
time in the flowery pailvs of poetry, history, and romance, 
in preference to the dry pursuits of logic and philosophy, 
and departed without a degree tbthie metropolis, where he 
soon became distinguished among the minor poets. It is 
said, that in thelatter part of his life, he was retained in 
the service of Henry Carey, lord Hunsdon, to whom he de- 
dicates his poem. Mr. Ritson adds to this account, that 
by bis dedications to Henry and George, successive barons 
of Hunsdon, he appears to have been patronized by, or in 
some manner connected with, that family. 

In the fourth edition of Percy's Ballads, we find the fbl- 
Jowing extract from the parish register of Amwell, in Hert- 
fordshire, communicated by Mr. Hoole, although first given 
by Scott, in his poem of •** Amwell," edit. 1776. " 1608- 
. 1609 — Master William Warner, a -man of good yeares and 
lof honest reputation ; by bis profession an atturnye of the 
Comnon Picks ; author of Albion's England, diynge sud- 
denly in the night in bis bedde, without any former com- 
playat or sicknesse, on Thursday-night beeinge the ninth 
day of March, was buried the Saturday following, and ly- 
etb in the church at the corner, under the stone of Walter 
Ffader.'' 

His '' Albion's England" was his principal work; and. 
was not only a favourite with his own age, but has received 
very high praise from the critics of our own time. It is an 
epitome of the British history, and, according to the edi- 
tor of the *^ Muses Library/' Mrs. Cooper, is written with 
great 'leartving, sense, and spirit; in some places fine to 
an extraordinary degree, of which an instance is given in 
the story ofArgenuU and Curan, a tale which, Mrs.'Cooper 
adds, is full of beautiful incidents, in the romantic taste, 
extremely affecting, rich in ornament, wonderfully various 
in style, and in short one of the most beautiful pastorals 
she ever met with. To this opinion, high as it is. Dr. 
Percy thinks nothing can be objected, unless perhaps an 
affected quaintness in some of bis expressions, and an in- 
delicacy in some of bis pastoral images. Warner's cou« 
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temporaries ranked him on a level with Spenser, and called 
bim the Homer and Virgil of their age. But Dr. Percy 
remarks, that he rather resembled ^Ovid, whose Metamor- 
phosis he seems ro have taken for a model, having deduced 
a perpetual poem frum the deluge down to the reign of 
queen Elizabeth, full of lively digressions and entertaining 
episodes. And though he is sometimes harsh, aflPected, and 
indelicate, be often displays a most charming and pathetic 
simplicity. 

He was numbered in his own time among the refiners of 
the English tongue, which ^^by his pen. was much en- 
riched and gorgeously invested in rare ornaments, and re- 
splendent habitlmencs.*' Such is the opinion of Mer^s, 
in his "Wit's Treasury;" but the progress Warner made 
in refining the English tongue was certainly very in- 
considerable. He owed his simplicity to his taste ; but he 
had not the courage to abandon the uncouth and quaint 
expressions so peculiar to his time, and to shew that wit 
and point might exist without them. His style, however, 
was then thought elegant, and such was bis power of pleas- 
ing, that " Albion's England" superseded that very popu- 
lar work <* the Mirror of Magistrates." 

Warner was a writer of prose. His work was entitled 
** Syrinx, or a seauenfold Historie, handled with varietie 
of pleasant and profitable, both comical and tragical argu- 
ment," printed in 1597. Warton calls it a novel, or rather 
a suite of stories, much in the style of the adventures of 
HeliodorusVEthiopic romance. He appears also to have 
translated Piautus's " MeneEchmi," published in 1595. 
Ritson informs us, that by an entry in the Stationers'- 
book, on the l1ih of October, 1586, ^* The Wardens, 
upon serche of Roger Ward's house, dyd find there in 
printing, a book in verse, intytled " England's Albion, 
beinge in English, and not aucthorised to be printed, which 
he bad been forbidden to prynte, aswell by the L. archb. 
of Canterbury^, as also by the said warden« at his own 
house ;" and forasmuch as he had done this ** contrary to 
the late decrees of the hon. court of Starre-cbamber, the 
said wardens seised three heaps of the said * England's Al- 
bion'." Why tbi« work was prohibited^ except for the in- 
delicacies already noticed, is not very apparent. We know 
that bishop Hall's satires incurred the displeasure of the 
guardians of the press at no long distance frum this time. 


WARNER. 167 

Mr. Headley, who has extracted many beauties from 
Warner, says, that his tales, though often tedious, and not 
unfrequently indelicate, abound with all tl^e unaffected 
incident and artless ease of the best old ballads, without 
their cant and puerility. The pastoral pieces that occur 
are superior to all the eclogues in our language, those of 
Collins only excepted. He also quotes Drayton's lines on 
Warner, which the reader will find in his piece of ^^ Poets 
and Poesy." ' 

WARTON (Thomas), the historian of English poetry, 
was descended from an ancient and honourable family of 
Beverley in Yorkshire. His father was fellow of Magda- 
len-college, Oxford, poetry professor hi that university, 
and afterwards vicar of Basingstoke, Hampshire, and Cob-* 
bam, Surrey. He married Elizabeth daughter of the rev. 
Joseph Richardson, rector of Dunsford, Surrey, and had 
by her three children ; Joseph, the subject of the next ar- 
ticle, Thomas, and Jane a daughter, who survived both 
her brothers. He died in 1746, and is buried under the 
rails of the altar of his church at Basingstoke, with an in- 
scription on a tablet near it, written by his sons, who af* 
terws^rds published a volume of his poems, by subscrip- 
tion, chiefly with a view to pay the few debts he left be^ 
hind, and supply his children with some assistance in the 
progress of their education. Whether the success of this 
volume was equal to their hopes, is uncertain, but the poems 
acquired no reputation. 

Thomas was born at Basingstoke in 1728, and from his 
earliest years discovered a fondness for reading, and a taste 
for poetry. In his ninth year he sent to his sister the fol- 
lowing translation from the Latin of Martial : 

** When bold Leander sought his distant fair 
(Nor could the sea a braver burthen bear)^ 
Thus to the swelling waves he spoke his woe^ 
Drown me on my return — but spare me as I go." 

This curiosity is authenticated by the letter in which he 
sent it, lately in the possession of his sister. It bears 
date " from the school, Nov. 7, 17IJ7," His biographer, 
Mr. Mant, says, that he continued under the care of his 
father until his removal to Oxford; but we have beeh in- 

1 Phillips's Tbeatram by Sir E. Brydges.— *Ath. Ox. vo|. I.— Ellis's Specimens. 
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formed that be was placed for some time at Basingstoke'- 
school. 

In March 1743, in his sixteenth year, be was admitted 
a commoner of Trinity-college, and soon after was elected 
a scholar. How much he was ever attached to that col- 
lege, his writings, and a residence of forty -seven years, 
with very few intervals, sufficiently shew. In 1745, be is 
said to have published *^ four Pastoral Eclogmes;*' but this 
appears to be a mistake. About this time, however, he 
sent one or two articles to Dodsiey^s Museum * ; to which 
his brother was likewise a contributor ; but his first detached 
publication was ^* The Pleasures of Melaucholy,'' of which 
the first copy differs considerably, particularly in the in- 
troductory part, from that published in his collection of 
poems. On the appearance of Mason's ^* Isis,'' reflecting 
on the loyalty of Oxford, which a foolish riot among some 
students bad brought into question, Mr. Warton, encouraged 
by Dr. Huddesford, the president of Trinity, published in 
1749, ^^ The 1 riumph o^ his," in Which he retaliated on 
• the sons of Cam in no very courtly strains. The poem, 
however, discovered certain beauties, which pointed him 
out as a youth of great promise. It is remarkable^ that 
although he omitted this piece in an edition of his poems 
printed in 1777, he restored it in that of 1779. This is 
said to have been done at Mason's suggestion, who was 
candid enough to own that it greatly excelled his own elegy, 
bo(h in poetical imagery and correct flow of versification ; 
but Mason appears to have forgot that his personal share in 
the contest was but trifling, and that it contained a libel on 
the university of Cambridge. 

In 1750, our author comributed a few small pieces to 
the '^Student, or Oxford and Cambridge Miscellany," 
then published by Newbery. Among these was the '^ Pro^- 
gress of Discontent," which had been written in 1746, 
and was founded on a copy of Latin verses, a weekly ex- 
ercise much applauded by Dr. Huddesford,. and, at his de« 
sirOt paraphrased into English verse : In this state his bro- 
ther, Dr. Warton, preferred it to any imitation of Swift 
he had ever se^n. His talents were now generally ac- 
knowledged, and in 1747 and 1748, he held the office of 

* Tbfse were, a Song imitated from They are authenticated by Dr. War- 

the Midsummer Night's Dreomt and a ton's Autograph, in his copy of the 

proM Essay on Snugness, written, partly Museum, in the possessioo of 'the edi* 

by him and partly by Dr. VausiUart. tor of this dictiooary. 
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poet laureate, cbnferred upon him according to an ancient 
practice in the Common- room of Trinity-college. The 
duty of this oflSce was to celebrate a lady chosen by the 
same authority, as the lady-patroness ; and Warton per- 
formed this task, on an appointed day, crowned with a 
wreath of laurel. The verses, which Mr. Mant says ar^ 
atill to be seen in the Common-room, are written in an 
elegant and lowing style, but he has not thought them 
worthy of transcription. 

In 1750, he took his master's degree; and in 1751, suc- 
ceeded to a fellowship. In this last year, he published his 
excellent satire entitled *^ Newmarket ;'' ^^ An Ode to 
Music performed at the Theatre ;" and verses " on the 
death of Frederic prince of Wales," which he inserted in 
the Oxford collection, under the fictitious name of John 
Whetham ; a practice not uncommon. In 1753, appeared 
at Edinburgh *^ The Union, or Select Scots and English 
Poems." Mr. Warton was the editor of this small volume, 
in which be inserted his *' Triumph of Isis,'* and other 
pieces, particularly the '* Ode on the approach of Sum- 
mer,** and the " Pastoral in the manner of Spenser," 
which is said to be written by a gentleman formerly of the 
university of Aberdeen. Why he should make use of such 
a deception, cannot now be discovered. 

About 1754, be drew up from the Bodleian and Savilian 
statutes, a body of statutes for the Radoliffe library. In 
the same year he published his ^' Observations on the Faefie 
Queene of Spenser," in one volume octavo, which were 
afterwards enlarged and published in two volumes, 1762. 
By this work he not only established his character as an 
acute critic, but opened to the world at large that new and 
important field of criticism and illustration which has since 
been so ably cultivated by Steevens, Malone, Reed. Todd, 
and other commentators on our ancient poets. 

Soon after the appearance of the ** Observations" they 
were attacked in an abusive pamphlet entitled " The Ob- 
server observed," written by Huggins, the author of a very 
indiflerciit translation of Ariosto. Huggins had engaged 
Mr. Wurton in this translation, but when he read what 
Warton asserted of the inferiority of Ariosto to Spenser, he 
iinmediatfly. cancelled his share of the translation, and 
published this angry pamphlet*. Mr. Warton, who was 

* The foHowin^ p-iragrapb from specimen of the whole. *' Sect. I f. He 
Ht>ggins*t pamphlet will be a sii^cient (Warton) retames the poisonous acri- 
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now in his thhrty^sixth year, had employed fully half that 
time in an unwearied perusal of the old English poets and 
such contemporary writers as could throw light on their 
obscurities. The *^ Observations on Spenser*' must have 
evidently been the result of much industry and various 
reading, aided by a happy memory. 

In 1757, on the resignation of Mr. Hawkins of Pembroke 
college, our author was elected professor of poetry, which 
office, according to the usual practice, he held for ten 

{rears. His lectures were elegant and original. The trans* 
ations from the Greek anthologies, now a part of bis col^ 
lected poems, were first introduced in them ; and his ^* Dis- 
sertatio de Poesi Bucolica Grsecorum,'* which he after- 
wards enlarged and prefixed to his edition of Theocritus, 
was also a part of tl>e 'same course. During the publica- 
tion of the *^ Idler*' he sent to Dr. Johnson, with whom he 
had long been intimate, Nos. 33, 93, and 96 of that paper. 
His biographer, however, is mistaken in supposing that he 
contributed any papers to the *^ Connoisseur." His being 
invited by Colman and Thornton to engage in a periodical 
publication has no relation to the ^^ Connoisseur." It was 
Moore, the editor of the " World," who projected a Ma- 
gazine, soon after the conclusion of that paper, and told 
the two Wartons that ^* he wanted a dull plodding fellow of 
one of the universities, who understood Latin and Greek." 
Mr. Bedingfield, one of Dodsley's poets, and Gataker, the 
surgeon, were to be concerned in this Magazine, but Moore's 
death prevented the execution of the scheme. 

In 1760 be published, but without his name, *^ A de- 
scription of the City, College, and Cathedral of Winches- 
ter," 12mo. From his own copy, in the possession of the 
present editor, he appears to have been preparing a new 
edition about 1771, which was perhaps prevented by a 
*^ History of Winchester" published .soon after in two vo- 


jnooy with which be charges bis wea- 
pon, which he lakes care shall be ju> 
diciously two-edged, lest it fail of slash- 
iog friend as well as foe. * Although 
(saith our obsegrer) Spenser formed his 
Faerie Queeoe npon the fanciful plan 
of ArioBto/— rPoor Spenser ! Wretched 
Ariosto !«— Aud oh ! most mighty War- 
ton !— >Let this sui&oe, for reply to all 
be here adfances of falsehood against 
Ari9tU>, which that poem totally con- 
liroottx iuch falsehood, Ibat were it 
troth, it insipid and immaterial ; and 


let us pass the chronicles of the seven 
champions, Morte Arthur, sir Tristram, 
the lllataut Bea&t, the Quesiyo Beast, 
which is afterwards inore paiticuiarty 
described, wiih a bed*roll of quotations, 
no less delectable than erudite, most 
appositely collected, to give not only 
a dignity, but also a magnitude to this 
important tome ; that purchasers may 
be well flupply'd for their disburspment 
of pen9e, either in their meditative f u- 
migationsy or at the Cloacioian offer- 
tory." 
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lume^, a more showy work, but far more inaccurate. In 
the same year (1760) he published a piece of exquisite hu- 
mour, entitled ^' A Companion to the Guide, and a Guide 
to the Companion, being a complete Supplement to all 
the accounts of Oxford hitherto published." This passed 
through three editions in a very short time, but for some 
years has been ranked among scarce books *, A more 
scarce work, however, is his *^ inscription urn Romanarum 
Metricarum Delectus," 4to, which ought to have been no- 
ticed unde;r the year 1758. The design of this collection 
was to present the reader with some of the best Roman 
epigrams and inscriptions, taken from the '^ Elegantias an- 
tiquorum marmorum," from Mazochius, Smeiius, Grute- 
rus, and other learned men« It contains likewise a few 
modern epigrams, one by Dr. Jortin, and five by himself, 
on the model of the antique, the whole illustrated with va- 
rious readings and notes* 

About 1760 he wrote for the ^*Biographia Britannica,'' 
the life of sir Thomas Pope, which he republished in 1772, 
8vo, and again in 1780, with very considerable additions and 
improvements; and in 1761 he published the '^ Life and 
Literary Remains of Dr. Bathurst.** In the same year, and 
in 1762, he contributed to the Oxford collections, verses 
on the royal marriage, and on the birth of the prince of 
Wales, and an ode entitled the ^^ Complaint of Cberwell,** 
under the name of John Chichester, brother to the earl of 
Donegal f. His next publication was the '' Oxford Sau«- 
sage, or select pieces written by the most celebrated wits 
of the university of Oicford.*! The preface and several of 
the poems are undoubtedly his, and the latter are authen- 
ticated by his aidding them afterwards to his avowed pro- 
ductions, in 1766 he superintended an edition from the 
Clarendon press of " Cephalus* Anthology," to %vhieh he 
prefixed a very curious and learned preface. In this he 
announced his edition of " Theocritus," which made it» 
appearance in 1770, 2 vols. 4to, a most correct and splen- 
did work, that carried his fame to the continent. 

In 1767, he took his degree of B. D. and in 1771 was 
elected a fellow of the society of antiquaries. In October 
of the same year he was instituted to the small living of 

* A new edition was published in Shenstone had a visit from both at the 

1806 by M r. Cooke, ok' Oxford, with the Leasowes in ih« summer 0(1758. Shen-' 

original cult. stone^s Letters. On these great occa- 

4* This information it from Mr. sionf of acarieuiical gratuiations, our 

M ant's Life. T^rd Donegal was, how. author aometimes wrote verses for those 

ever, one of Mr. Warton's pupils, who could uol write for thcmselrei. 
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Kiddington, Oxon. oa the presentation of George Henry 
«arl of Litchfield, then qbancellorof the university, a noble- 
man whose memory he afterwards honoured by an epitaph. 
In 1774 he published the first volume of his '^ History^ 
English Poetry/^ the most important of all his works, and 
to the completion of which the studies of his whole life 
appear to have been bent. How much it is to be regretted 
that be did not live to complete his plan, every student in 
ancient literature must be deeply sensible. He .intended 
to have carried the history down to the commencement of 
the eighteienth century. A second volume accordingly 
appeared in 177S, and a third in 1781, after which he pro*- 
bably relaxed from bis pursuit, as at the period of bis 
death in L790, a few sheets only of the fourth volume were 

' printed, and no part left in a state for printing. His ori- 
ginal: intention was to have comprised the whole in two or 
three volumes, but it is now evident, and he probably soon 
became aware, that five would have scarcely been sufficient 
if he continued to write on the same scale, and to deviate 
occasionally into notices of manners, laws, customs, &c« 
that had either a remote, or an immediate connection with 
his principal subject. What bis reasons were for discon- 
tinuing his labours, cannot now be ascertained. It is well 
known to every writer that a work of great magnitude re- 

^ quires temporary relaxation, or a change of employment, 
and may admit of both without injury; but he might pro* 
bably find tb&t it was now less easy to return with spirit to 
his magnum ojniSj than in the days of more vigour and ac- 
tivity. It is certain that he wished the public to think that 
be was making his usual progress, for in 17S5, when be 
published *< Milton's Juvenile Poems,'' he announced the 
speedy publication of the fourth volume of the history, of 
which, from that time to his death, ten sheets only were 
finished. ' His brother, Dr. Joseph, was long supposed to 
be engaged in completing this fourth volume. In one of 
his letters lately published by Mb. WooII, and dated 1792, 
belays, " At any leisure I get busied in finishing the last 
volume of Mr. Warton's History of Poetry, which I have 
engaged to do, for the booksellers are clamorous to. have 
the book finished (though the ground lam to go over is so 
beaten) that it may be a complete work." Yet on his death 
in 1800, it did not appear that he had made any progress *. 

* A oontinuaiion of this work is in the hands of Mr. Park, and it cauno^ 
be in better. 
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Mr. Warton^s biographer has traced the origin of thiv 
' Work to Pope, who, according to Ruffhead, bad sketched 
a plan of a history of poetry, dividing the poets into classes 
or schools; but RufFbead^s list of poets is grossly erroneous. 
Gray, however, Mr. Mason infornis us,^ had meditated a 
history of English poetry, in which Mason wa^ to assist him. 
Their design was to introduce specimens of the Provencal 
poetry, and of the Scaldic, British, and Saxon, as preliminary 
to what first deserved to be called English poetry about the 
time of Chaucer, from whence their history, properly so 
called, was to commence. Gray, however, was deterred 
by the magnitude of the undertaking ; and being informed 
tiiat Warton was employed on a similar design, more readily 
relinquished his own. 

Such is Mr. Mantes account, who adds (in p. cxxvi) that 
Warton "judiciously preferred the plan on which be has 
proceeded to that proposed by Pope, Gray, and Mason.'^ 
It appears, however, that Warion had made considerable 
progress on hisown plan before he knew any thing of Gray's, 
and that when he heard of the latter, and perhaps at the 
same time of its being relinquished, be thought proper, 
which he might then do without indelicacy, to apply to 
Gr^y, through the piedium of Dr. Hurd, requesting that 
be would communicate any fragments, or sketches of his 
design. Mr. Gray, in answer to this application, sent the 
following letter : 

" Sir, 15th April, 1770, Pembrol^e Hall. 

'** Our friend, *Dr. Hurd, having long ago desired me in 
your name to comnfiumcate any fragments, or sketches of . 
a design I once had to giye'a history of English poetry, 
you may well think me rude or negligent, when you see 
me hesitating for so many months before I comply witb 
your request, and yet (believe me) few of your frienda 
have been better pleased than 1 to find this subject (Purely 
neither unentertaining, uor unuseful) had fallen into hands 
so likely to do it justice ; few have felt a higher esteem for 
your talents, your taste and industry ; in truth, the only 
cause of my delay has been a sort of diffidence, that would 
Dot let me send you any thing so short, so slight, and so 
imperfect as the few materials I had begun to collect, or 
the observations I had made on them. A sketch of the di- 
vision and arrangement of the subject, however, I venture 
to transcribe, and would wish to know whether it corre- 
sponds in any thing with your own plan, for I am told your 
first volume is already in the press; 
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" Introduction.— On the poetry of the Gali'c {or Celtic) 
nation Sy as far back as it can be traced. 

'^On that of the Goths; its introduction into these 
islands by the Saxons and Danes, and its duration. On 
the origin of rhyme among the Franks, the Saxons and 
Proven^aux ; some account of the Latin rhyming poetry 
from its early origin down to the fifteenth century. 

" P. I. — On the school of Provence, which rose about 
the year 1 100, and was soon followed by the French and 
Italians; their heroic poesy, or romances inverse, alle- 
gories, fabliaux, Syrvientes, comedies, farces, canzoni, son- 
netS) balades, madrigals, sestincs, &c. Of their imitators, 
the French, and of the first Italian school (commonly cali'd 
the Sicilian) about the year 1200, brought to perfection by 
Dante, Petrarch, Boccace, and others. 

" State of poetry in England, from the Conquesjt (1066) 
or rather from Henry IPs time (1 154) to the reign of. Ed- 
ward III. (1327). 

P. II. — ^On Chaucer, who first introduced the mentier of 
the Proven^aux, improved by the Italians into our coun- 
try ; his character and merits at large ; the different kinds 
iiV which he excelled. Gower, Occleve, Lydgate, Hawes, 
G. Douglas, Lindsay^ Bellenden, Dunbar, &c. 

** P. 111. — Second Italian school (of Ariosto, Tasso, &c.) 
an improvement on the first, occasioned by the revival of 
letters in the end of the 15th century. The lyric poetry 
of this and the former age, introduced from Italy by lord 
Surrey, sir T. Wyat, Bryan, lord Vaux, &c. in the be- 
ginning of the 1 6th century. 

^^ Spencer ; his character, subject of his poem allegoric 
and romantic, of Provencal invention ; but his manner of 
creating it borrowed from the second Italian school. Dray- 
ton, Fairfax, Phin. Fletcher, Golding, Phaer, &c. : this 
school ends in Milton. 

^^ A third Italian school, full of conceit, begun in Q. 
Elizabeth's reign, continued under James, and Charles the 
first, by Donne; Crashaw, Cleveland ; carried to its height 
by Cowley, and ending: perhaps in Sprat. 

" P. IV. — School of France, introduced after the restora- 
tion ; Waller, Dryden, Addison, Prior, and Pope, which 
has continued down to our own times. 

'' You will observe, that roy idea was in some measure 
taken from a scribbled paper of P<>pe, of which (I believe) 
you have a copy. You will also see that I had excluded 
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drdmatic poetry entirely, which if you hare taken in, it 
will At least double the bulk and labour of your book V 

Mr. War ton's answer to the abore letter, which has never 
yet appeared, is now transcribed from his own copy. 
« Sir, 

'^1 am infinitely obliged to you foi; the favour of your 
letter. 

" Your plan for the History of English Poetry is ad** 
mirably constructed; and much improved from an idea of 
Pope, which Mr. Mason obligingly sent me by application 
from our friend Dr. Hurd. I regret that a writer of your 
consummate taste should not have executed it. 

'' Although I have not followed this plan, yet it is of 
great service to me, and throws much light on many of my 
pejriods by giving connected views and details. I begin - 
with such an introduction, or general dissertation,, as you 
had intended ; viz. on the Northern poetry, with its intro* 
duction into England by the Danes and Saxons, and its 
duration. I then begin my History at the Conquest, which 
I write chronologically in sections; and continue, as mat-* 
ter successively offers itself, in a series of regular annals^ 
down to and beyond the restoration. I think with you, that 
dramatic poetry is detached from the idea of my work, that 
it requires a separate consideration, and will swell the size 
of my book beyond all bounds. One of my sections, a 
very large one, is entirely on Chaucer^' 2^nA exactly fills 
your title of Part Second. In the c^ourse of my annals I' 
consider collaterally the poetry of different nations as in- 
fluencing our own. What I have at present finished ends 
with.the section on Chaucer, and will almost make my first 
volume; for I design two volumes in quarto. This first 
volume will soon be in the press. I should have said be- 
fore, that, although I proceed chronologically, yet I often 
stand still to give some general view, as perhaps of a par- 
ticular species of poetry, &c. and even anticipatf sometimes 
for this purpose. These views often form one section ; yet 
are interwoven into the tenor of the work without inter- 

* This letter concludes with request- question who it was that had the power 

ing the favour pf some attention to a or ri|;ht to communicate it." How it 

6>reigB yoong genileman, tbea entered came into the Magazine during Mr. 

of 6ue of the colleges. Mr. Manl,>«lio Warton's life-time is not known. The 

it indebted to the Gentleman's Maga- original, howerer, is now in posses- 

2ine for the copy he has given, adds, sion of the editor of this Dictionary, 

'* There seems no reason to doubt of its along with Warton's answer. 
SeBiiineness, though there may be to 
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rupting my historical series. Tn this respect, some of mf^ 
sections have the effect of your partsy or divisions *. 

*' I cannot take my leave without declaring, that my 
strongest incitement . to prosecute the Histoty of English. 
^Poetry is the pleasing hope of being approved by you, 
whose true genius I so justly veneratCj and whose genuifie 
poetry has ever given me such sincere pleasure. 
•* Winchester college, April 20, 1770. I am, sir, &c." 

It is almost needless to say that the progress of Warton's 
History afforded the highest gratification to ev.ery learned 
and elegant mind. Ritson, however, whose learning ap-» 
pears to have been dear to him only as it administered to 
bit illiberality, attacked our author in a pamphlet entitled 
•* Observations on the three first volumes of the History of 
English Poetry, in a familiar letter to the author,** 1782, 
Iti this, while he pointed out some real inaccuracies, for 
which he might have received the thanks of the historian^ 
his chief object seems to have been to violate, by low scur- 
rility and personal acrimony, every principle of liberal cri- 
ticism, and of that decorous interchange of respect which 
men of learning, not otherwise acquainted, preserve between 
one another. What could have provoked all this can be 
known only to those who have dipped into a heart rendered 
callous by a contempt for every thing sacred and social. 

In 1777 Mr.Warton published a collection of his Poems^ 
but omitting some which had appeared before. A second 
edition followed in 1778, a third in 1779, and a fourth in 
1789. The omissions in all these are restored in the edi- 
tion published in 1810 of the *^ English Poets." 

It] 1781 he seems to have devoted his mind to a plan as 
arduous as his History of Poetry. He had been for some 
time making collections for a parochial history, or, as it is 
more usually called, a county history of Oxfordshire. As 
a specimen, he printed a few copies of the History of the 
parish of Kiddington, which were given to his friends, 
but m 1782 an edition was offered to the public. To- 
pography had long formed one of his favourite studies, 
and the acuteness with which be had investigated the pro- 
gress of ancient architectureff gave him undoubtedly high 
claims to the honours of an antiquary; but as he stood 

♦ This bla.k is 61led up by a notice t }^^^'l^^^rf^^^^ ^? ^panser, 

-» »K* -/v.^- I ^^^ A^ ■<>•" Since published with other fessays 

t B^r * ' recoi«n«iid«l ^ ,^ ^^ ,„^j^^ ^ Mr, T.jlor, 

^'*"'' ofHolboru, 1800. 
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pledged for tbe completion of bis poetical history, it is to 
be regtetted that he should have begun at this advanced 
period of life to indulge the prospect of an undertaking 
which be never could complete. 

In 1782 he took an active part in the Chattertonian con- 
troversy, by publishing ^' An Enquiry into the authenticity 
of tbe Poems attributed to Thomas Rowley." He had al- 
ready introduced the question into his history, and now 
more decidedly gave his opinion that these poems were the 
fabrication of Chattertou. Tbe same year he published his 
verses << on sir Joshua Reynolds's painted window in New 
college chapel." This produced a letter to him from sir 
Joshua, in which, with a pardonable vanity, if it at all der 
serve that appellation, he expresses a wish that his name 
1^ appeared in tbe verses* In a second edition Warton 
complied with a wish so flattering to himself, by implying 
the duration of his poetry, and REYNOLDS was substituted 
for the word artist. 

In this year also he was presented by his college to the 
donative of Hill Farrance, in Somersetshire; and about the 
same time became a member of the literary club, com- 
posed of those friends of Dr. Johnson whose conversations 
form so iifteresting a part of his Life by Boswell. In 1785 
be was chosen Camden professor of history on the resigna- 
tion of Dr. (now sir William) Scott. By the letters added 
to Wooll's life of his brother, we find that our author was 
making interest for the professorship of modern history in 
17^8, when Vivian was preferred. Warburton on this 
occasion sent him a letter complimenting him on tbe heroic 
manner in which he bore bis jdisappoiotment, and inform- 
ing him, as a piece of consolation^ that Vivian had an ulcer 
in bis bladder which was likely to prove fatal in a short 
time! — As Camden professor, he delivered an inaugural, 
lecture* ingenious, learned, and full of promise; but, says 
his biographer, ^* he suffered the rostrum to grow cold 
while it was in bis possession." 

The office of poet laureate was accepted by him this 
year, as it was offered at tbe express desire of bis majesty, 
and he filled it with credit to himself and to the place. 
Whitehead, his immediate predecessor, bad the misfor- 
tune to succeed Cibber, and could with difficulty make the 
public look seriously on the periodical labours of the lau- 
reate, yet by perseverance he contrived to restore some de- 
gree of respect to the office.^ Warton succeeded yet bet- 
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tfeir by Varying the accustomed modes of address, and by 
recalling the mind to gothic periods, and splendid evenu^ 
The facetious authors, indeed, of the " Probationary Odes" 
(a set of political satires) took some freedoms with his 
name, but they seemed to be aware that another Cibbef 
would have suited their purpose better ; and Warton, who 
possessed a large share of humour, and a quick sense of 
ridicule, was not to be offended because he had for once 
been the ^^ occasion of wit in other men * ^' 

His last publication was an edition of the *^ Juvenile 
Poems of Milton,^' with notes, the object of which was '* to 
explain bis author's allusions, to illustrate, or to vindicate 
his beauties, to point out his imitations, both of others and 
of himself, to elucidate his obsolete diction, and by the 
adduction and juxtaposition of parallels gleaned both from 
bis poetry and prose, to ascertain his favourite words, and 
to shew the peculiarities* of his phraseology.'' The first 
edition of this work appeared in 1785, and the second in 
1791, a short time after his death. It appears that he bad 
prepared the alterations and additions for the press some 
time before. It was indeed ready for the press in 17811, 
and probably begun about that time, but was not com- 
pleted until after bis death, when the task of correcting 
the sheets devolved upon his brother. His intention was to 
extend his plan to a second volume, containing the ^^Pa« 
radise Regained," and *' Sampson Agonistes ;" and he left 
DOtes on both. He bad the proof sheets of the first edition 
printed only on one side, iR^hich he carefully bound. They 
are still extant, and demonstrate what pains he took in 
avoiding errors, and altering expressions which appeared 
on a second review to be weak or improper. The second 
edition of Milton was enriched by Dr. Cbaries Bucney's 
learned remarks on the Greek verges, and by some obser- 
vations on the other poems by Warburton, which were 


* We have hit brother'i tuthority 
that *' he always heartily joined in the 
laugh, and applauded the exqui»ite wit 
asd humour that appeared in many of 
those original satires." Mr. Bowles's 
evidence may be cited an more impar- 
tial, and as affofding the testimony of 
an evcelleot judge* to the character of 
Warton. «* I can say, being at that 
time a Miiolar of Trinity ooltege, that 
iht laureate, who did the greatest ho- 
nour to bis station from his real |)oeti- 
cal abilUiay, did moat heartily join itt 


ihe laugh of the Probationary Odey , 
for a man more devoid of envy, angar, 
and ill-nature, never exi9:ed.-— Soaweet 
was bis temper, so remote from pt* 
dantry and all afffctation was his con- 
duct, that when even Ritson's fcnr* 
rilous abuse came out, ia which be as- 
serted that his back was '* broad ttumgl^ 
and his heart hard enough/' to baar 
any thing Ritiou could lay on it, lie 
only said, with his usual smile, ^ A 
blaek-Uiter^d dag, sir 1**— Bowfet*f adi- 
tioD of Popc'i works, VI. 325. 
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eommuotcated to the editor by Dr. Hard. At the time of 
Mir cutbor^s death a new edition of bis Poems was alio pre- 
paring for publication. 

His death was somewhat sudden. Until his sixty-second 
year he enjoyed vigorous and uninterrupted health« On 
being seized with the gout he went to Bath, from which 
be returned recovered, in his own opinion, but it was evi* 
dent to his friends that his constitution had received a fatal 
shock. On Thursday, May 20, 1790, he passed the even- 
ing in the Common-room, and was for some time more 
cheerful than usual. Between ten and eleven o'clock he 
was suddenly seized with a paralytic stroke, and expired 
next day about two o'clock. On the 27tb bis remains were 
interred in the anti-chapel of Trinity college, with the. 
highest academical honours ; the ceremony being attended 
not only by the members of bis own college, but by tbe 
Tice-chancellor, heads of houses, and proctors. His grave- 
16 marked by a plain inscription, which enumerates bis 
preferments, with his age and the date of bis death. 

To these particulars, some of which have been taken 
from Mr. Mantes Life of Warton prefixed to an edition, 
of his Poems published in 1802, it may now be added 
on another authority, that from A^riL 1755 to April 1774, 
be served the curacy of Woodstock, except during tbe 
long vacations ; and although his pulpit oratory does not 
appear to have ever entitled him to particular notice^ 
many are still alive who speak of him witli more regard 
and affection than of any person who ever officiated there *• 
^ Mr. Warton's personal character has been drawn at great 
length by Mr. Mant, and seems to have no defects but 
what are incident to men who have passed their days in 
retirement from polished life. A few peculiarities are re- 
corded which might perhaps have been omitted without 
injury to the portrait. Some of them seem to be given^ 
upon doubtful authority, and others are not, strictly speak-^, 
ingy characteristic^ because not habitual, or if habitual^ are 
too insignificant for notice. It has been said, however, 
that Mr. Warton was a lover of low company, a more se«i 
rtous charge, if it could be substantiated. But what low 
company means is not always very obvious. It is not as-, 
serted that Warton disgraced his character by a constant 

• Baldwia'i Literary Joarnal, 1803, Warton, tnd evidently wriiten by one 
«b«re are some other snecdotes and who knew 4uni well. t 

ckancienttict very boaourftblt to Mr> 
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Miociktion with such ; and that be should have occasionally 
amiJse]^ btmiself with the manners and conversation of huixi^ 
bie tradesmen, mechanics, or peasants, was sdreiy no great 
6rime in one whose researches imposed in some degree the 
necessity of studying mankind in ail ranks, and who, in 
the illustration of our ancient poets, had evidisntly profited 
by becoming acquainted with the conversation of the mo* 
iern vulgar. 

In literary company he is said to have been rather silent, 
but this, his sutviving friends can recollect, was only 
Where the company consisted of a majority of strangers ; 
Und a man who has a reputation to guard will not lightly 
filter into conversation before he knows something of those 
^th whom he is' to converse. In the company of his 
friends, among whom he could reckon the learned, the 
polite, and the gay, no man was more communicative^ 
rti6re social in his habits and conversation, or descended 
mcrtre frequently from the grave interchange of sentiment 
to a mere play of wit. 

His temper was habitually calm. His disposition gentle^ 
friendly, and forgiving. His resentments, where he could 
be supposed to have any, were expressed rather in the 
language of jocularity than anger. Mr. Mant has given aH 
# report, that Dr. Johnson said of Warton, ** he was tk^ 
only man of genius that he knew without a heart.*' Btott 
it is highly improbable that Johnson, who loved and prac*' 
tised truth and justice, should say this of one with whoan 
be had exchanged so many acts of personal and literary, 
frienilsbip. It is to be regretted, indeed, that towards tb<^ 
end of Johnson's life, there was a coolness between faiqi 
itnd the Wartons ; but if it be true that he wept on the re- 
eollection of their past friendship, it is tery unlikely that 
he w6ald have characterised Mr. Warton in the manner 
reported. Whatever was the cause of the abatement of 
Cfaeir intimacy, Mr. Warton discovered no resentment, 
wtven he communicated so many pleasing anecdotes lof 
Johnson to Mr. Boswefl, nor when ht came to discuss the 
merits of Milton in opposition to the opinions of that eihi* 
nent critic. Dr. Wartoti, indeed, as may be seen in his 
Aotes on Pope, mixed somewhat more asperity with his re* 
view of Johnson's sentiments. 

Instances of Warton*s tenderness of heart, affectionate 
regard for children^ and gcHcral humaoity, have been ilo- 
fumuUted bj all wha knew him. Nor is this wonderful^ 
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for he kuew nothing of one quality witich ever keepa the 
heart shut. He bad no avarice, uo ambition to acq^ire the 
superiority which wealth is supposed to confer. For maay 
years he lived on his maintenance from college, and frosi 
the proHts of a small living, with the occasional fraits of Us 
labour as a teacher or as a writer. It cannot be doub(^ 
that as be had been *tutor to the son of tbe prime^mijiister 
(lord North), and to the sons of other persons of raok^ hie 
might reasonably have expected higher preferment* Bat 
it happens with preferment more generally than the worlft 
suspects, that what is not asked is not giv^n^ Warton had 
a mind above servile submission, yet he would have asb^ 
where asking is a matter of course, had not his eoptwted 
indolence, or perhaps the dread of a refusal, induced htm 
losit down with tbe emoluments which cost neither trouble 
Jior anxiety. What he got by his writings could not, be 
much. However excellent in. themselves, they were not 
calculated for quick and extensive sale, and it is said he 
sold the copy-right of his " History of Poetry,^' for less 
.than four hundred pounds. 

In the exercise of his profession as a divine, Mr. Mant 
has not heard that he was much distinguished, Haivisnt 
through the routine of parochial dujty in a respectful man* 
ner; but a hurried mode of speaking, partly owing, to 
habit and partly to a natural impediment, prevented his 
being heard with advantage*. It is aoiore serious objec- 
tion, that be bas, particularly in his notes on Milton, ex- 
pressed opinions on religious topics, tlie coosequeoce of 
which he had not deliberately considered. He hated .Pu- 
ritans and Galvinists, but does not seem to havQ under- 
stood very clearjy that, his own church, and every pure 
church, has many doctrines in common with them. His 
opinions on Psalmody, and on tlie observation of Sunday, 
are. particularly objectionable. 

As a contributor to the literature of bis country, few men 
stand higher than Warton. He was. tbe first who taught 
^he true method of acquiring a taste for the excellencies of 
our ancient poets, and of rescuing their writings from ob- 
scurity aud oblivion. In this respect he is tbe father of the 
'fehool of commentators, and if some have, in certain in- 
•stances, excelled their master, they ought to recollect«to 

* Two SermoDi which he preached printed Sermon for Ihe Martyrdon, 
repeatedly- ve id our possesnioo, but curiously abridged ; tbe other 1$ til an 
aeitber writtca by bimself. Doe is a old baud, probably bb Uiber^i, 
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4vhoin tbey are'indebted for directing them to the paths of 
research. Of Warton it may be said, as of Addison, ^' He 
is flow despised by some who perhaps would never have 
seen his defects, but by the lights which he afforded them.*' 
His erudition was extensive, and his industry must have 
been atone time incessant. The references in his History 
of Poetry only, indicate a course of various reading, col- 
lation, and transcription, to which the common life of mam 
seems insuflBcient. He was one of those scholars who have 
happily rescued the study of antiquities from the re- 
proaches of the frivolous or indolent. Amidst the most 
rugged tracks of ancient lore, he produces cultivated spots,, 
flowery paths, and gay prospects. Many of the ciigressiona 
that have been censured in his history, appear to hare 
been contrived for this purpose; and the relief which his 
own mind demanded, he thought would not be unaccept- 
able to his fellow-jtravellers. 

To the industry which he employed in all his literary 
undertakings, there can be no doubt be was indebted for 
much of that placid temper and contentment which distin- 
guished him as a resident member of the university. The 
miseries of indolence are known only to those who have no 
regular pursuit, nothing in view, however easy or arduous, 
nothing by which time may be shortened by < ccupation, 
and occupation rendered easy by habit. To all this waste 
of time and talent Warton was a stranger. During the 
long vacation, indeed, he generally resided with his bro- 
ther at Winchester, but even this was a change of place 
rather than of occupation. There he found libraries, 
scholars, and critics, and could still indulge his delight in the 
^^ cioysters pale,'* ** the tapered choir," and " sequesterM 
isles of the deep dome ;*' and there, as well as at home, he 
continued his researches, and enjoyed solitude or society 
in such proportions as suited his immediate inclination. 

Yet as he pursued an untried path, and was the founder 
of his own studies, it cannot be a matter of great surprise, 
if he failed in conducting them with due method. To this 
it was owing that the emendations and additions to his first 
and second volumes are so numerous, as to have been 
made the ground of a serious charge against his diligence 
and accuracy. But had he lived to complete the work, he 
coutd ba^e no doubt offered such excuses as must have 
been readily accepted by every reflecting mind. If we 
^dmit the magnitude of the undertaking, which evidently 
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exceeded his own idea when be fondly htped tbtt it might 
bave been finished in two or three volumes ; if we con* 
sider the vast number of books he bad to consult for mat^ 
ters apparently trifling, but really important ; that he had 
the duties of a clergyman and tutor to perform while en* 
gaged on this work, and above all, that his friends were 
assisting him, often too late, with additional illustrations 
or references, it will not appear highly censurable that be 
dismissed bis volumes capable of improvement. From his 
own copy of the first volume of his history, and of bis edi«> 
tion of Milton, both now before us, it appears that be cor- 
rected with fastidious care, and was extremely anxious to 
render his style what we now find it, perspicuous, vigo« 
rous, and occasionally ornamented. His corrections are 
often written in an indistinct hand, and this perhaps occa* 
sioned fresh errors, which he had not an opportunity to 
correct; but with all its faults, this history will ever remain 
a monument of learning, taste, and judgment, such as few 
men in any nation have been able to, produce. 

His poetry, as well as that of his brother, has been the 
occasion of some difference of opinion ameng the critics; 
and the school of Warton, as it is called, has not of late 
been always mentioned wi^h the respect it deserves. 
Among ihe characteristics of our author^s poetry, however, 
his "style may be considered as manly and energetic, but 
seldom varied by the graces of simplicity. His habits of. 
thought led him to commence all his poems in a style 
pompous and swelling ; his ideas often ran on the imagin- 
ary days of Gothic grandeur and mighty achievement, and 
where such subjects were to be treated, as in his '* Tri- 
umph of I&is," and in his ^^ Laureat Odes," no man could 
have cloathed them in language more appropriate. 

The " Triumph of Isis" was written in bis twenty-first 
yea^r, and exhibits the same beauties and faults which are 
to be found in his more mature productions. Among these 
last, is a redundancy of epithet which is more frequently a 
pr<K>f of labour than of tai»te. The '* Pleasures of Melan- 
choly*" appears to be a more genuine specimen of early 
taleut. He was only in his seyenteeoth year, when bis 
mind was so richly stored with striking and elegant ima- 

In general he seems to have taken Milton for his model^ 
and throughout his poems we find expressions borrowed 
with as much freedom from Milton, as he has proved that 
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Milton borroWed *froin others. One piece only, ^* New* 
market," ig an imitation of Pope, and is certainly one of 
the finest satires in our language. In this he has not only 
adopted the versification of Pope, and emulated his wit and 
point, but many of bis lines are parodies on what he recol- 
lected in Pope's Satires. This freedom of borrowing, 
however, sef^ms so generally allowed, that it can form no 
higher objection against Warton than against Pope, Gray, 
and others of acknowledged eminence. We cannot be 
surprized that the memory of such a student as Warton 
should be faniilifkr with the choicest language of poetty, 
and tljfat l^e should often adopt it unconscious of its being 
the property of another. The frequent use of alliteration is 
a more stri|cing defect; but perhaps these are strictures 
which ought not to interfere with the general merit of 
Warton as a poet of original genius. His descriptive 
pieces, had hje written nothing else, would have proved bis 
claim to that title. Nothing can be more natural, just, or 
delightful than his pictures of rural life. The ** First of 
April" and the " Approach of Summer" have seldom been 
rivalled, and cannot perhaps be ei^ceeded. The only ob- 
jection which some critics have started is, that bis descrip- 
tions are not varied by reflection. He gives an exquisite 
landscape, but does not always express the feelings it 
creates. His brother, speaking of Thpmson. observes that 
the unexpected insertion of reflections ** imparts to us the 
saiqe pleasure that we feel, when, in wandering through 
|i wilderness or grove, we suddfsniy behold in the turning 
of the walk a statue of some Virtue or Muse." Yet iti 
Warton's descriptive poetry, it is no small merit to have 
produced so much eili^ct, and ^o many exquisite pictures 
without thi^ aid. 

*^ The Suicide" perhaps deserves a yet higher character, 
rimg to the sublime by gradations which speak to every 
imagination. It has indeed be^n objected that it is imper- 
fect, and too i^legorical. It appeals, however, so forcibly 
to tne heart, awakens so many important reflections, and 
contains so happy a mixture of terror and consolation, that 
it seems difficult to lay it down without unmixed ailmira- 
tion. The " Crusade," aqd the " Grave of Arthur," are 
likewise specimens of genuine poetical taste acting on ma« 
terials that are difficult to manage. Both io invention and 
execution these odes may rank among Che finest of their 
species in our language. 
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Warton has afforded many proofs of an exquisite relUi 
for humour in his ^ Panegyric on Oxford Aie/' the ^^Pro<- 
gress of Discontent," and other pieces classed under that 
denomination. His success in these productions leads once 
more to the remark that few men have combined so many 
qualities of mind, a taste for the sublime and the pathetic^ 
the gay and humorous, the pursuits of the antiquary, and 
the pleasures of amusement, the labours of research, and 
the play of imagination. Upon the whole, it may be 
allowed that, as*a poet, he is original, various, and ele* 
gant, but that in most of his pieces he discovers the taate 
that results from a studied train of thought, rather than 
the wild and enraptured strains that arise from passion, in- 
spired on the moment, ungovernable in their progress, and 
grand even in their wanderings. Still he deserves to be 
classed among the revivers of genuine poetry, by preferring 
*^ fiction and fancy, picturesque description, and romantic 
imagery," to ^^ wit and elegance, sentiment and satire^ 
sparkling couplets, and pointed periods." ^ 

WARTON (Joseph), an elegant scholar, poet, and critic, 
brother to the preceding, was born at the bouse of his ma* 
ternal grandfather, the rev. Joseph Richardson, rector of 
Donsfordy in 1722. Except for a very short time that he 
was at New-college school, he was educated by his father 
until he arrived at his fourteenth year. He was then ad- 
mitted on the foundation of Winchester-college, under 
the care of the venerable Dr. Sandby, at that time the head 
of the school, and afterwards chancd lor of Norwich. He 
had not been long at this excellent seminary before he ex- 
hibited considerable intellectual powers, and a laudable 
ambition to outstrip the common process of education. 
Collins, the poet, was one of his school-fellows, and in 
conjunction with him and another boy, young Warton sent 
three poetical pieces to the Gentleman's Magazine, of aach 
merit as to be highly praised in that miscellany, but not, as 
bis biographer supposes, by Dr. Johnson. A letter also 
to his sister, which Mr. Wooll has printed, exhibits very 
extraprdinary proofs of faiH:y and observation in one se 
young. 

In September 1740, being superannuated according te 
the laws of the school, he was removed from Winchester, 
and having no opportunity of a vacancy at New-college, 

' Mant's Life of W8rton.-*£oglUh Poets, 21 folf. IS 10. 
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he went to Oriel. Here he applied to his studies, not 
only with diligence, but with that true taste for what. is 
vmluable, which rendered the finer discriminations of criti- 
eism habitual to his mind. During his leisure hours he 
composed several of his poems, among which his biogra- 
pher enumerates " The Enthusiast, or the Lover of Na- 
tare,^* ** The Dying Indian/' and a prose satire entitled 
*^ Ranelagh-house*' He appears likewise to have sketched 
an allegorical Hork of a more elaborate kind, which he did 
not find time or inclination to coinpU te. On taking his 
bachelor's degree in 1744, he was ordained to his father's 
curacy at Basingstoke, and officiated in that church till 
February 1746; he next removed to the duty of Chelsea, 
whence, in order to cumpleie his recovery from the small-^ 
pox, he went to Chobham. 

About this time he had become a correspondent in 
Dodsley's Museum, to which he contributed, as appears 
by his copy of that work now before us, '^ Superstition,*' an 
Ode, dated Chelsea, April 1746, and stanzas written '^on 
taking the air after a long illness." In the preceding j'ear, 
as noticed in his brother's life, he published hy subscrip- 
tion, a volume of his father's poems, partly to do honour 
to his memory, but principally with the laudable purpose 
of paying what debts he left behind him, and of raising a 
little fund for himself and family ; and the correspondence 
Wooil h^ published, shows with what prudence the two 
brothers husbanded their scanty provision, and with what 
aflSection they endeavoured to support and cheer edch other 
while at school and college. 

Owing to some disagreement with the parishioners of 
Chelsea, which had taken place before he left that curacy, 
be accepted the duty of Chawton and Droxford, but after 
a few months^ returned to Basingstoke. In 1747-8 he was 
presented by the duke of Bolton to the rectory of Win- 
ilade, and as this, although a living of small produce, was 
probably considered by him as thb earnest of more valu- 
able preferment, he immediately married Miss Daman of 
that neighbourhood, to whom, bis biographer informs us, 
he had been for some time most enthusiastically attached. 
In 1747, according to Mr. Wooll's account, he bad pub- 
lished a volume of Odes, in conjunction with Collins, but 
on consulting the literary registers of the time, it appears 
that each published a volume of poems in 1746, and in the 
same month. It cannot now be ascertained v^bat degree 
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of fame accrued to our author from this vohime, but in the 
preface we find him avowing those sentiments on the na- 
ture of genuine poetry which he expanded more at large 
afterwards, and which were the foundation of what has 
since been termed " The School of the Wartons.*' 

" The public," he says, " has been so much accustomed 
of late to didactic poetry alone, and essays on moral sub- 
jects, that any work, where the imagination is much in« 
dulged, will perhaps not be relished or regarded. The 
author, therefore, of these piece? is in some pain, lest 
certain austere critics should think them too fanciful or 
descriptive. But as he is convinced that the fashion of 
moralizing in verse has been carried too far, and as he 
looks upon invention and imagination to be the chief facul- 
ties of a poet, so he will be happy if the following Odes 
may be looked upon as an attempt to bring back poetry 
into its right channel.*' In 1749 be published his " Ode 
to Mr. West." 

In 175], his patron the duke of Bolton invited him to be 
his companion on a tour to the south of France. For this, 
Mr. Wooll informs us, he had two motives, " the society 
of a roan of learning and taste, and the accommodation of a 
Protestant clergyman, who^ immediately on the death of 
his duchess, then in a confirmed drops}*, could marry him 
to the lady with whom he lived, and who was universally 
known and distinguished by the name of Polly Peachum.'* 
Whichever of these motives predominated in the duke's 
mind, it is much to be regretted that our author so far 
forgot what was due to his character and profession as to 
accept the offer. But if any circumstance, besides the 
consciousness of doing wrong, could embitter the remem- 
brance of this solitary blemish in bis public life, it was» 
that, after ail, the only hopes which could justify his com- 
pliance were very ungraciously disappointed. For some 
reason or other, be was obliged to leave his patron, and 
come to England before the duchess died, and when that 
event took place, and he solicited permission to return to 
the duke, he had the mortification to learn that the cere- 
mony had been performed by Mr. Devisme, chaplain to the 
embassy at Turin. 

Soon after bis return to England, he published his edi- 
tion of "Virgil" in English and Latin, the ^neid trans- 
lated by Pitt, and the Eclogues and Georgics by biooself, 
who also contributed the notes on the whole. Into this 
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publication, he introduced Warburton's Disseftation od 
the Sixth iEneid ; a cotnmenury oq the character of lapis 
.by Atterbury, and on the Shield of ^neas by Whitehead^ 
the laureate, originally published in Dodsley's Museum > 
and three Essays on Pastoral, Didactic, and Epic poetry, 
written by himself. Much of this valuable work, begun 
in 1748»9, was printed when be was abroad, and the whole 
completed in 1753. It is unnecessary to add that his share 
in the translation, his notes, and especially bis Essays, 
raised him to a very high reputation among the scholars 
and critics of his age. The second edition, wTiich appeared 
a few years after, was much improved. In addition to the 
other honours which resulted from this display *of classical 
taste, the university of Ox£ord conferred upon him the 
degree of master of arts by diploma, dated June 23, 1759. 
Such is Mr. WoolPs account, but it is evident from the 
date that his essay likewise preceded this just mark of 
esteem. 

During 1753 he was invited to assist in the ^^Adven- 
turer,'' which \Vas begun by Hawkesworth in 1752. The 
invitation came from his friend Dr. Johnson, who informed 
bim that the literary partners wished to assign to him the 
province of criticism. His contributions t > the Adventurer 
amount to twenty-four papers. Of these a few are of the 
humourous cast, but the greater part consist of elegant 
criticism, not that of cold sagacity, but warm from the < 
heart, and powerfully addressed to the finer feelings as well 
as to the judgment. His critical papers on Lear have 
never been exceeded for just taste and discrimination. His 
^disposition lay in selecting and illustrating those beauties of 
ancient and modern poetry, which, like the beauties of 
nature, strike and please many who are yet incapable of 
.describin<r or analysing them. No. 101, on the blemishes 
in the Paradise Lost, is an example of the delicacy and 
impartiality with which writings of established fame ought 
to be examined. His observations on the Odyssey, in 
Nos. 75, BO, and 83, are original and judicious, but it may 
be doubted whether they have detached many scholar! 
from the accustomed preference given to the Iliad. If 
any objection may be made to Dr. Warto^i^s critical papersi. 
it is that his Greek occors too frequently in a work intended 
for domestic instruction. His style is always pure and per-^ 
spicuous, but sometimes it may be discovered without any 
other information, that '' he kept company with Dr. Jobor 
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ioo." The first part of No. 139, if found detached, might 
have been attributed to that writer. It has all his manner^ 
not merely " the contortions of the sybil,*' but somewhat 
of the " inspiration." 

About this time he appears to have meditated a history 
of the revival of literature. His first intention was to pub** 
lish select epistles of Politian, Erasmus, Groljus, and others, 
with notes; but after some correspondence with his bro* 
tber, who was to assist in the undertaking, it was laid aside, 
a circumstance much to be lamented, as few nien were more 
extensively acquainted with literary history, or could have 
detailed it in a more pleasing form. At a subsequent pe* 
riod, he again sketched a plan of nearly the same kind, 
which was likewise abandoned. Collins some time before 
this had published proposals for the history of the revival 
of learning, with a life of Leo the tenth, but probably no 
part was executed, or could indeed be reasonably expected 
from one of his unhappy state of mind. 

In 1754, our author was instituted to the living of Tun- 
worth, on the presentation of the Jervoise family * ; and 
in 1755, on the resignation of the rev. Samuel Speed, he 
was elected second master of Winchester school, with the 
tfianagement and advantages of a boarding-house. In the 
fellowing year, sir George Lyttelton, then advanced to the 
peerage, commenced the patronage of nobility by bestow- 
iog a scarf on Mr. Warton. He had for some time enjoyed 
« the familiar acquaintance of sir George, and assisted him 
fn the revisal of his history of Henry II. 

Amidst all these honours and employments, he now found 
leisure to complete the first vplume of his celebrated '' Es- 
say on the Writings and Genius of Pope,** which he dedi- 
cated to Dr. Young, but did not subscribe bis name. Dods- 
le^ likewise, although the real publisher, thought proper 
to employ his deputy Mrs. Cooper, on this occasion. The 
following passage from one of Dodsley's letters* published 
by Mr. Wooll, will probably throw some light on his mo- 
tive. ** Your Essay is published, the price 5s. bound, I 
gftTC Mrs. Cooper directions about advertising, and have 
tent it to her this afternoon, to desire she will look after its 
being inserted ih the evening papers*. I have a pleasure 
in teUing you that it is lik*d in general, and particularly 

* About this line he geot tome of bis jurenil« pieces to Dodsley*! Collection 
(U Poeait. 
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by such as you would wish should like it. But yqu Itai^e 
surely not kept your secret ; Johnson mentioned it to Mr. 
Hitch as yours. Dr. Birch meniioned it to Garrick as 
'yours, and Dr. Akenside mentioned it as yours to me; 
and many whom I cannot now think on have asked for it 
as yours or your brother's. I have sold many of them in 
my own shop, and have dispersed and pushed it as much 
as I can ; and have said more than I could have said ifwy 
flame had been to it^ — The objections made to this ad^ni* 
rable piece of criticism were, in the mean time, powerful 
enough to damp the ardour of the essayist, who left his 
work in an imperfect state for the long space of twenty - 
six years. 

In May 1766, he was advanced to the head mastership 
of Winchester school, a situation for which he was emi- 
nently qualified, and in which his shining abilities, urbanity 
of manners, and eminent success in producing scholars of 
distinguished talents, will be long and affectionately re- 
membered. In consequence of this promotion he ohce 
more visited Oxford, and proceeded to the degree of ba* 
chelor and doctor in divinity. In 1772 he lost the wife of 
his early affection, by whom he had six children. The 
stroke was severe ; but the necessity of providing a sub* 
stitule for his children, and an intelligent and tender com- 
panion for himself, induced him in the followiug year to 
marry Miss Nicholas^ daughter of Robert Nicholas, esq. 
a descendant of Dr. Nicholas, formerly warden of Win- 
chester. 

' The tenour of his life w^s now even. During such 
times as he could spare from the school, and especially on 
the return of the Christmas vacation, he visited his friends 
in London, among whom wereahe whole of that class whfit 
composed Dr. Johnson's Literary Club, with some persona 
of rank, by whom he was highly respected, but who ap- 
pear to have remembered their old master in every thing; 
but promotion. In 1782, he was indebted to his friend 
and correspondent, Dr. Lowth, bishop of London, for a 
prebend of St. Paul's and the living of Tiiorley in Hert- 
fordshire, which, after some arrangements, he exchanged 
for Wickham. This year also he published his second and 
concluding volume of the *^ Essay on Pope," and a new 
edition, with some alterations, of the first. 

In 1788, through the interest of lord Shannon, he ob^ 
lained a prebend in Winchester cathedral, and through 
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tbat of Idrd Malmsburyy the rectory of EastoO) wfaich^ 
within the year, he was permitted to exchange for Upham. 
The amount of these preferments was considerable, but 
they came late, when his family could no longer expect 
the advantages of early income and ceconomy. He was 
sixty years of age before he had any benefice, except the 
small livings of Wynsiade and Tunv\'orth, and nearly se- 
venty before he enjoyed the remainder. The unequal dis- 
tribution of ecclesiastic preferments would be a subject too 
delicate for discussion, if they were uniformly the rewards 
of ecclesiastical services, but as, among other reasons, they 
are beatowed on account of literary attainments, we may 
be allowed to wonder that Dr. Warton was not remunerated 
in an early period of life, when he stood almost at the bead 
of English scholars, and wl^en his talents, in their full vi« 
gour, would have digniBed the highest stations. 

In 1793, he came to a resolution to resign the master- 
ship of Winchester. He was now beginning to feel that 
his time of life required more ease and relaxation than the 
duties of the schpoi permitted ; and his resolution was pro- 
bably strengthened by some unpleasant proceedings at 
that period aniong the scholars. Accordingly he gave in 
bis resignation on the twenty-third of July, and retired to 
hi$ rectory of Wickham. A vote of thanks followed from 
the wardens, &c. of the school, for the encouragement he 
had given to genius and industry ; the attention he had 
paid to the tntroductiun of a correct taste in composition 
and classical learning, and the many and various services 
which he had conferred on the Wiccamical societies through 
the long course of years in which he fillect the places of 
second and head master. These were not words of course, 
but truly felt by the addressers, although they form a very 
inadequate character of him as a master. 
, During his retirement at .Wickham, he was induced by a 
liberal otier from the booksellers of London, and more, pro- 
bably, by his love for the task, to superintend a new edi- 
tion of " Pope's Works •/' which he completed in 1797 in 
jiine volumes octavo. Tbat this was the most complete 
and best illustrated edition of Pope, was generally allowed, 
i>ut it had to contend with objections, some of which were 
not urged with the respect due to the veteran critic who 
had done so much to reform and refine the taste of his age* 
It was proper to object that he bad introduced one or two 
pieces which ought never to have been published, but it 
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was not so proper or necessary to object that he had gken 
us his essay cut down into notes. Besides that this was 
unavoidable, they who made the objection had not been 
Tery careful to compare the new with the old matter ; they 
woald have found upon a fair examination that his original 
illustrations were very numerous, and that no discovery re- 
specting Pope's character or writings made since the edi- 
tion of Warburton, was left untouched. 

It has already been mentioned that he had once an in- 
tention of compiling a history of the revival of learning, 
and that he had abandoned it. About 1784, however, he 
issued proposals for a work which would probably have in- 
cluded much of his original purpose. This was to have 
been comprized in two quarto volumes, and to contain ^'The 
History of Grecian, Roman, Italian, and French Poetry in 
four parts ; I. From Homer to Nonnus ; 11. From Enuius 
to Boetius ; III. From Dante to Metastasio ; IV. From 
W. de Lorris to Voltaire." This he announced as ** pre- 
paring for the press.'* Probably his brother's death, and 
his desire to complete his History of English Poetry, di- 
verted him from his own design ; but it does not appear 
that he made any progress in either. 

After the publication of Pope, be entered on an edition 
of Dryden, and about 1799 had completed two volumes 
with notes, which have since been published. At this time 
the venerable author was attacked by an incurable disorder 
in bis kidneys, which terminated his useful and honourable 
life on Feb. 23, 1800, in his seventy-eighth year *. He left 
a widow, who died in 1806, a son and three daughters, the 
youngest by his second wife. He was interred in the same 
grave with his first wife, in the north aisle of Winchester 
cathedral : and the Wiccamists evinced their respect for 
his memory by an elegant monument by Flaxman, placed 
against the pillar next to the entrance of the choir on the 
south side of the centre aisle. 

In 1806, the rev. John Wooll, master of the school of 
Midhurst in Sussex, published ^^ Biographical Memoirs of 
Dr. Warton, with a selection from his Poetry, and a Lite- 

* " His cheerfalness and lesigna- ci»iii. So quiet, so cofitposed iras his 

tioD in affliciioD wiru invincible : even end, that he might more truly be said 

under the «>x:reme of bodily weakness, to cease to live, thun to have under- 

bii strong ownd was unbroken, and bit gone the parig& of death." WooU'i 

limbs became paralized in the very act Memoirs, i>p. 102, 103. 
of dictating an episile of friendly criti- 
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rary corretpondence.** From all these, the present sketch 
has been coaipiled, with some additional particulars gleaned 
from the literary journals of the times, and other sources of 
information. 

The personal character of Dr. Warton continues to be the 
theme of praise with all who knew him. Without affecta- 
tion of superior philosophy, he possessed an independent 
spirit ; and amidst what would have been to others very bit- 
ter disappointments, he was never known to express the 
laoguage of discontent or envy. As a husband and pa- 
rent, he displayed the tenderest feelings mixed with that 
prudence which implies sense as well as affection. His 
maoners partook of what has been termed the old court: 
his address was polite, and even elegant, but occasionally 
it had somewhat of measure and stateliness. Having left 
the university after a short residence, he mixed early with 
the world, sought and enjoyed the society of the fair sex^ 
and tempered his studious habits with the tender and po- 
iite attentions necessary in promiscuous intercourse. lu 
this respect there was a visible difference between him and 
Jiis brother, whose manners were more careless and unpo- 
lished. In the more solid qualities of the heart, in true 
benevolence, kindness, hospitality, they approached more 
closely. Yet though their inclinations and pursuits were 
^congenial, and each assisted the other in his undertakings, 
it may be questioned whether at any time they could have 
exchanged occupations. With equal stores of literature, 
with equal refinement of taste^ it may be questioned whe- 
ther the author of the Essay on Pope could have pursued 
the History of English poetry, or whether the historian of 
poetry could have written the papers we find in the Ad- 
venturer. 

In conversation, Dr. Warton*s talents appeared to great 
advantage. He was mirthful, argumentative, or commu« 
nicative of observation and anecdote, as be found his com* 
pany lean to the one or. the other. His memory was more 
richly stored with literary history than perhaps any man of 
bis time, and his range ^ was very extensive. He knew 
French and Italian literature most intimately ; and when - 
conversing on more common topics, his extempore sallies 
and opinions bore evidence of the same delicate taiste and 
candour which appear in his writings. 

His biographer has considered his literary character 
. under the three beads of a poet, a critic, and an instructor ; 
Vot. XXXI. O 
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but it is as a critic principally that he will be known to 
posterity, and as one who, in the language of Johnson, has 
taught ** how the brow of criticisni may be smoothed, and 
bow she may be enabled, with all her severity, to attract 
and to delight.** A book, indeed, of more delightful va- 
riety tban his Essay on Pope, has not yet appeared, nor 
one in which there is a more happy mixture of judgment 
and sensibility. It did not, however, flatter the current 
opinions on the rank of Pope among poets, and the author 
desisted from pursuing his subject for many years. Dr. 
Johnson said that this was owing *' to his not having been 
able to persuade the world to be of his opinion as to Pope.*' 
This was probably the truth, but not the whole truth. Mo- 
tives of a delicate nature are supposed to have had some 
share in inducing him to desist for a time. Warburton 
Ivajs yet alive, the executor of Pope and the guardian of his 
fame, and Warburton was no less the active and zealoua 
friend and correspondent of Thomas Warton ; nor was it 
kny secret that Warburton furnished RufThead with the 
materials for his Life of Pope, the chief object of which 
was a rude and impotent attack on the Essay. Warburton 
died in l77d, and in 1782, Dr. Warton completed his Es- 
say, and at length persuaded the world that he did not dif- 
fer from the common opinion so much |ls was supposed *• 
Still by pointing out what is not poetry, he gave unpar^* 
donable offence to those, whose names appear among poets, 
but whom he has reduced to moralists and versifiers. 

In this work our author produced no new doctrine. The 
severe arrangement of poets in his dedication to Young, 
which announced the principles be intended to apply to 
Pope, and to the whole body of English poetry, was evi- 
dently taken from Philips, the nephew of Milton. In the 
preface to the Theatrum of this writer, it is asserted, that 
** wit, ingenuity, and learning in verse, even elegancy 
itself, though that comes nearest, are one thing : true 
native poetry is another ; in which there is a certain air 
and spirit, which, perhaps, the most learned and judicious 
in other arts do not perfectly apprehend ; much lesa is it 
attainable by any art or study.*' On this text the whole 

* " I thank yoa for the friendly is comprehended id these words of yout 

delicacy in which you sptak of my own. He chose tebe the poet of rea- 

Essay on Pope. I never thought we ion rather than of fancy.'* Letter from 

disagwed to mneh as you seem to Dr. Warton to Mr. Hayley^ pahliihnd 

imagina. Ail I sftid^ and all 1 think, by Mr. WooU, p. 406. 
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of the Cisay is founded, and whatever objections Were 
raised to it, while that blind admiration of Pope which 
aceompanied his long dictatorship continued in full force, 
it is now generally adopted as the test of poetical merit by 
the. best critics, although the partialities which some eu« 
tettain for individual poets may yet give rise to difTerencci 
of opinion respecting the provinces of argument and 
£eeling. 

That Dr. Warton advanced no novel opinions is proveil 
from Phillips's Preface; and Phillips^ there is reason to 
suppose, may have been indebted to his uncle Milton for 
an lidea of poetry so superior to what was entertained in his 
day. It has already been noticed^ that the opinions of 
the two Wartons, ** the learned brothers" as they have 
been justly styled, were congenial on most topics of lite-* 
rature ; but, perhaps, in nothing more than their ideas of 
poetry, which both endeavoured to exemplify in their own 
productions, although with different effect. ^ Dr. Warton 
was certainly in point of invention, powers of description, 
and variety, greatly inferior to the laureate. The ** Enthu- 
siast," the ** Dying Indian," the " Revenge of America,'* 
and one or two of his Odes, are not deficient in spirit and 
enthusiasm ; but the rest are more remarkable for a correct 
and faultless elegance than for any striking attribute of 
poetry. His ^' Odes," which were coeval with those of 
Collins, must have suffered greatly by comparison.^ So 
different is taste from execution, and so strikingly are we 
reminded of one 6{ his assertions, that ^' in no polished na- 
tion, after criticism has been nuich studied, and the rules 
4>f writing established, has any very extraordinary work ap- 
peared." But while we are reminded of this by his own 
productions, it may yet be doubted whether what may be 
true when applied to ah individual who has lived a life oC 
eriticism, will be equally true of a nation. Even among 
our living poets, we may find more than one who have 
given proofs that extraordinary poetry may yet be pro- 
duced, and that the rules of writing are not so fixed, nor 
eriticism so studied, as to impede the progress of real ge- 
Bios. All that can be concluded respecting Dr. Warton is, 
that if his genius had been equal to his taste, if he could 
have produced what he appreciates with auch exquisite 
•kill in others, he would have undoubtedly been in poetry 
what he was in erudition and criticism. 

O 2 
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: A$ BD instructor and divine, Mr. Wooirs opinion of bin 
iDay be adopted with safety. ** His professional exer^ 
tions united the qualities of criticism and instnictioitr 
When the higher classes read under him the Greek tvage- 
diaos, orators^ or poets, they received the benefit^ not- 
only of direct and appropriate information, but of a pnfe, 
elegant lecture on classical taste* The spirit with wbidb 
he commented on the prosopopoeia of OCdipus, or Electra, 
the genuine elegance and accuracy with which he deve* 
loped the animated rules and doctrines of bis favourite 
Longinus, the insinuating but guarded ^yraise he bestowed, 
the well-judged and proportionate encouragement he uni- 
formly held out to the first dawning of genius, and the 
anxious assiduity with which he pointed out tbe paths to 
literary eminence, can never, I am confident, be forgotten 
by those who have hung with steadfast attention on his pre* 
cepts, and enjoyed the advantage of bis superior guidance. 
Zealous in his adherence to the church-estaUisbment, and 
exemplary in bis attention to its ordinances and duties, be 
was at tbe same tin^e a decided enemy to bigotry and in- 
tolerance. His style of preaching was unaffectedly earn* 
est, and impressive ; and the dignified solemnity with which, 
be read the liturgy (particularly tbe commueion-service), 
was remarkably awful. He had the most happy art of ar* 
resting the attention of youth on religious subjects. Every 
Wiccamical reader will recollect his inimitable commenta- 
ri^ on Gtotius on the Sunday-evenings, and his discouirse 
annually delivered in the school on Good Friday ; the im* 
piessions made by them cannot be forgotten. ^ 

WARWICK (Sir Philip), a political writer and histo- 
rian of the seventeenth century, was by birth a gentleman^ 
descended from the Warwicks of Warthwykesof Warwicke 
in Cumberland, and bearing the same arms : ** Vert, 3 liona 
rampant Argent." His grandfather,^ Thomas Warwick, 4* 
(in the visitation of Kent, by sir Edward Byscbe, in 1667), 
styled of Hereford, but whom he married is not mentioned. 
His father, Thomas Warwick, was very eminent for bis 
skill in the theory of music, having composed a song of 
forty parts, fdr forty several persons, each of then to baive 
bis part entire from tbe other. He was a commissioner .for 
granting dispensations for converting arable land into 
pasture ; and was some time organist of Westoiinster-ab^ 

> WooU'g Memoin.— Eogliih PoeU, 1810, 21 toIs. 
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^ey ud the Cbapel-rojal. He married Elizabeth daughter 
and co-heir of ^ohn SomerFilie, of SoroerviUe Aston le 
Warwick; by whom be had issue one son, Philip, ouc 
auChor, and two daughters; Arabella, married to Henry 
Clerke, esq. and afterwards married to Chriftopher Tur* 
nor, of the Middle Temple, esq. barrister at law, who, at 
the Restoration, was knighted, and made a baron ef the 
exchequer. 

Sir Philip Warwick was born in the parish of St. Marga* 
ret*s, Westminster, in the year 1608. He was educated 
at Eton-school, and afterwards travelled into France, and 
was some time at Geneva, where he studied under the 
famous Dtodati. When be returned from abroad, be be- 
came secretary to the lord treasurer Juzon ; and a clerk of 
the signet. He was diplomated bachelor of law at Oxford 
April llih, 1638, and in 1640 was elected burgess for 
Radnor in Wales, and was one of the fifty«six who gave a 
negative to the bill of attainder against the earl of Strafford, 
Disapproving afi^erwards of the conduct of parliament, he 
went to the king at Oxford, and was for this desertion (by 
a vote of the House, Feb. 5, 1643), disabled from sitting 
there. Whilst at Oxford, he lodged in University-college,' 
and his counsel was much relied upon by the king. In 
1643, he was sent to the earl of Newcastle in the north, to 
persuade him to march southerly, which he could not be 
prevailed to comply with, '' designing (as sir Peter War- 
wick perceived) to be the man who should turn the scale, 
%nd to be a self*subsisting and distinct army wherever he 
was.*' In 1646, he was one of the king's commissioners 
to treat with the parliament for the surrender of Oxford ; 
agd in the following year he attended the king to the Isle 
of Wight in the capacity of secretary ; and there desiring, 
with some others, a leave of absence «to look after their 
respective affairs, he took leave of the. king, and never saw 
bim more. Besides being engaged in these important com- 
missions, he took up arms in the royal cause; one time 
serving under captain Turbervilie, who lost his life near 
Newark, at another in what was called the Troop of Show, 
consisting of noblemen, gentlemen, and their attendants^ 
ill all about 500 horse, whose property taken together was 
reckoned at 100,000/. per annum, and who, by bis ma- 
jesty^s permission, (they, being his guards,) had the ho- 
nour of being engaged in the first charge at the battle of 
EdgebilL 
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He was busily engaged in private conferences with the 
chief promoters of the Restoration ; but this be does not 
relate ^' to creep into a little share in bringing back the 
king/' as he attributed that event to more than earthly 
wisdom. In the first parliament called by Charles II. he 
was returned burgess tor his native city of Westminster, 
and about that time received the honour of knighthood, 
and was restored to his place of clerk of the signet. He 
was likewise employed by the virtuous earl of Southamp- 
ton as secretary to the treasury, in which oflSce he ac« 
quitted himself with such abilities and integrity as did 
honour to them both, and in which post he continued till 
the death of that earl in 1667. The 'loss which the pub* 
lie sustained in his retirement from business is handsomely 
acknowledged in one of sir William Temple's letters to our 
author. 

He married, about the year 1638, Dorothy, daughter of 
Thomas Hutton of Mash, Yorkshire, by whom he had 
an only sou Philip Towards the end of Charles the First's 
reign be purchased the seat called Frognal, in the parish 
of Cbiselhurst, in Kent, now or lately the seat of lord 
discount Sidney ; and about the year 1647, he married, to 
his second wife, dame Joan, widow of sir William Botteler, 
hart, who was killed in the battle at Cropredy-bridge, and 
daughter of sir Henry Fanshaw, of More-park, a near 
kinswoman to General Fairfax. 

Sir Peter Warwick died January 15th, 1682-3, in the 
seventy-fourth year of his age. His only child, Philip 
(who married Elizabeth, second daughter and co-heiress of 
John lord Freskviile, of Stavely«-le- Derby, by whom he 
had no issue, died at Newmarket the $6th of March (oU 
lowing, as he was returning post from Sweden (where he 
was euToy) to take his last farewell of bis father. She was 
afterwards fourth wif^ of John earl of Holdernesse. 

By will, proved April 5, 1683, sir Peter Warwick left to 
the parish of Cbiselhurst 100/. to be placed out at interest 
for apprenticing b, boy in the sea* service. To bis native pa- 
r^h of St Margaret, Westminster, the like sum for the 
same purpose ; and towards the building of St PauPs church 
100/. ; to sir Charles Cotterill the little seal of his old master 
king Charles. 

Dr. Smith, the learned editor of sir Peter Warwick's 
" Discourse of Government," says, " That the author was 
a gentleman of sincere piety, of strict moraU, of a great 
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and vast uaderstaoding^ and of a very solid judgment; 
aud that) after his retiring into the country, he addicted 
himself to reading, study, and meditation; and, being 
very assiduous in his contemplatioas, he wrote a great deal 
on various subjects, his genius not being confined to any 
one particular stAidy and learning.'* What we have, how- 
ever, of his in print is, *^ A Discourse of Government, at 
examined by reason, scripture, and the law of the land^ 
written in 1678,"' and published by Dr. Thomas Smith in 
1694, with a preface, which, being displeasing to the 
then administration, was suffered to remain but in very few 
copies *. His principal work was, ** Memoirs of the Reigo 
of King Charles I. with a Continuation to the Restoration ;" 
adorned with a head of the authojr after Lely, engraved by 
White, and taken at a later period of his life than that 
which appeared in the '^ Gentleman's Magazine" for Sept^ 
}790. The Memoirs were published in 1701, 8vo; and 
to which is not unfrequently added his ** Discourse on Go* 
veroment/' before mentioned. This History, with several 
others of the time of Charles L have this peculiar merits 
that the authors of them were both actors and sufferers id 
the iDteresting scenes which they describe. Our author is ' 
justly allowed to be exceeded by none of them in candour 
and integrity. There is likewise ascribed to our author 
'VA Letter to Mr. Lenthal, shewiqg that Peace is better 
than War," small 8vo,of 10 pages^ published anonymously, 
1646; and in the British Museum some recommendatory 
letters from him in favour of Mr. Collins the mathemati- 
cian ; which are published in Birch's ** History of the 
Royal Society ;" and in the Life of Collins, in the new 
edition of the ^^ Biographia Britannica." ^ 

WASE (Christopher), a man of considerable learning, 
was i])orn at Hackney in Middlesex, and admitted scholar 
of King's-coli^ge, Cambridge, Nov. 25, 1645. Before he 
was made junior fellow, he turned Grotius's ** Baptizato- 
rum pue/orum institutio," from the original Latin verse 
into Greek verse^ which was published by his schoolmaster 
at £tQn, Dr. Nicholas Grey, under the title, '' Hugonis 
Grotii baptizatorum puerorum institutio; cui accesserunt 
Grasca ejusd'em met^iphrasis a Christophero Wase Regalit 
CoU. Cantab, et Anglicana versio a Francisco Goldsmith, Ar- 

* This feeiiM doubif«l. See Granger's Lettflrt, published by Malcolm, pp. 335, 
3?1, 389. 

1 Oeot. Mug. Fol, LX.-^^rangerf and Gfanger'fl L«tteri« 
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migerO) una cum luculentis e S. S. tasiimoniis, a N. G« 
8chol» Etonensis informatore/' Lond. 1647, 8vo. A se- 
cond edition of this appeared in 1650, and a third in 166S, 
with a somewhat different title, and the addition of mJ 
** Praxis in Graecam metaphrasin per Barthol. Beale/' 

Mr. Wase was afterwards made fellow of King^s-college, 
and went out bachelor of arts. In 1650 he published aa 
English translation in verse of the ** Electra*' of Sophocles. 
For something offensive in the preface of this translation, 
or some other accusation by the parliamentary party, which 
is not quite clear, (Walker says be delivered a feigned let- 
ter from the king to Dr. Collins) he was ejected from his 
fellowship, and obliged to leave the kingdom. He was 
afterwards taken at sea, and imprisoned at Gravesend, from 
which' he contrived to escape, and served in the Spanish 
army against the French. He was taken prisoner in an 
engagement, but released soon after, and came to England^ 
where he was appointed tutor to William lord Herbert| 
eldest son to the earl of Pembroke and Montgomery. To 
this nobleman he dedica^d " Gratii Falisci Cynegeticon, 
a poem on hunting by Gratius, &c." Lond. 1654, 8vo. 
This translation, and his comment on that elegant poem, 
are sufficient proof of his abilities. Waller addressed a 
copy of verses to him pn his performance. 

In 1655 he proceeded M* A. and was schoolmaster of 
Dedham near Colchester in Essex, and about the same 
time married. He was afterwards made master of the freer 
achool of Tunbridge in Kent, probably about 1660. While 
here he published his '^ Dictionarium Minus; a com- 
pendious Dictionary English-Latin, and Latin- English,^ 
Lond. 1662, 4to. In 1671 he was elected superior beadle 
of law in the university of Oxford, and printer or archi- 
typographus to the same university. The same year be 
published '* Cicero against Cataline, in four invective 
orations ; containing the whole manner of discovering that 
notorious conspiracy," Lond. 8vo. This was followed by 
** The History of France under the ministry of cardinal 
Mazarine, written in Latin by Benjamin Priolo,'* Lond.- 
8vo. In 1678 he published at Oxford, ** Considerationa 
concerning free-schools as settled in England," 8vo ; and 
in 1687, ** Christopheri Wasii Senarius, sive de legibus et 
lioentia veterum poetarum," Oxon. 4to. He wrote also 
<* Structure Noniane," and appears to have been con-* 
eerned in an edkioo of sir John Spelman^s life of king 
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Alfred. Hearne says be translated it into Latin, and pub* 
lisbed it at Oxford in a thin folio, with a commentary by 
Obadiah Walker, master of University-college. 'He died 
Aug. 29, 1690, and appears to have been a man of great 
parts,, and a' very considerable sufferer for his loyalty. 
Hearne, at p. 20 of his discourse, prefixed to the eighth 
volume of Leiand's Itinerary, stiles him ** that eminent 
philologer," and makes honourable mention of a son of 
bis of the same name, who was fellow of Corpus Cfaristi- 
college, Oxford. - He died, B. D. 1711, aud was buried 
at Corpus, where is an inscription to his memory. * 

WASHINGTON (George), commander in chief of the 
armies, and first president of the United States of America, 
wat born Feb. 11, 1732, in the parish of Washington, Vir^*- 
ginia. He was descended from an ancient family in 
Cheshire, of which a branch had been established in Vir- 
ginia about the middle of the seventeenth century^ No 
remarkable circumstances have transpired of his education 
or his early youth ; arid we should not indeed expect any 
niarks ofnhat disorderly prematureness of talent, which is 
so often fallacious, in a character whose distinguishing 
praise was to be tegular and natural. His classical instruct 
tion was probably small, such as the private tutor of a Vir- 
ginian country gentleman could at that period have im- 
parted ; and if his opportunities of information had been 
more favourable, the time was too short to profit by iheni; 
Before he was twenty he was appointed a major in the Co- 
lonial militia, and he had very early occasion to display 
those political and military ulents, of which the exertions 
on a greater theatre have since made bis name so iamous 
throughout the world. 

The plenipotentiaries who framed the treaty of Aiv 
la Cbapelie, by leaving the boundaries of the British 
and French territories in North America unfixed, had 
sown the seeds of a new war, at the moment when they 
concluded a peace. l*he limits of Canada and Louisiana, 
furnished a motive, or a pretext, for one of the most sue- 
cessful but one of the most bloody and wasteful wars in 
which Great Britain had ever been engaged. In the din- 
putes which arose between the French and English ofiicera 
on this subject, major Washington was employed by the 

^ Cole's MS Athenap in BriL Mos.^Walker'g Safferiogf.— Heari|e'i Lift of 
Alfred.— Harwood'i Alanini F.toneani's. 
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. governor of yirgioi«y in a negotiation with thi French go* 
vernor of Fort du Quesoe (now Pitsburgh) ; who threatened 
the English frontiers with a body of French and their Indian 
allies. He succeeded in averting the invasion ; bnt hosti- 
lities becoming inevitable^ he was in the next year ap» 
pointed lieutenant colonel of a regiment raised by the co* 
' lony for its own defence ; to the command of which be 
soon after succeeded. The expedition of general Brad« 
dock followed in 1755 ; of which the fatal issue is too well 
known to require being described by us. Colonel Wash* 
, ington served in that expedition only as a volunteer ; . but 
such was the general con6dence in his talents, that he 
may be said to have conducted the retreat. Several Bri* 
tish officers lately alive, attested the calnuiess and intrepid 
dity which he shewed in that difficult situation, and the 
voluntary obedience which was so cheerfully paid by the 
whole army to his superior mind. After having acted a 
distinguished part in a subsequent and more successful 
expedition to the Ohio, be was obliged by ill health, in 
1758, to resign his military situation.. The sixteen years 
which followed of the life of Washington, supply few ma- 
terials for the biographer. Having married Mrs. Curtis, a 
Virginian lady of amiable character and respecuble con* 
nections, he settled at his beautiful seat of Mount Vernon, 
of which we have had so many descriptions ; where, with 
the exception of such attendance as was required by his 
duties as a magistrate and a member of the assembly, his 
time was occupied by bis domestic enjoyments, and thf 
cultivation of bis estate, in a manner well suited to tbe 
tranquillity of his unambitious mind. At the end of this 
period he was called by the voice of his country from this 
state of calm and sectire though unostentatious happiness. 

For almost half a century -symptoms of disaffection to 
the mother country had been so visible in the New Eng- 
land provinces, that as far back as 1734, the celebrated 
bishop Berkeley had predicted a total separation of North 
America from Great Britain. That prelate, when a pri« 
vate clergyman, had lived three years in Rhode-Island, and 
was an attentive and sagacious observer of the manners and 
principles of the people, among whom he perceived tbe 
old leaven 6( their forefathers fermenting even then with 
great violence. The middle and southern prcninces, how- 
ever, were more loyal, and their influence, together with 
perpetual dread of t)\e French before the peace of 1763, 
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put off the separation to a more distant day than that at 
which, we have reason to believe, the bishop expected it 
to take place. Virginia, the most loyal of all the colonies, 
had long been in the habit of calling itself, with a kind of 
proud pre-eminenre, ** his Majesty's ancient dominion,^ 
and it was with some difficulty that the disaffected party of 
New England could gain over that province, when the 
time arrived for effecting their long-meditated revolt. At 
last, however, they succeeded, and we find Mr. Washing* 
ton a delegate from Virginia in the Congre^)8, which met 
at Philadelphia Oct. 26, 1774. As no American united 
in so high a degree as he did, military experience with an 
estimable character, be was appointed to the command of 
the army which had assembled in the New England pro* 
vinces, to bold in check the British army which was then 
encamped under general Gage at Boston. 

At this period there is some reason to believe that nei« 
ther general Washington nor his constituents entered 
heartily into the views of the New Englanders ; but afraid 
lest their army, after shaking off the yoke of Great Britain^ 
might give laws to the Continent, he took upon himself 
the command of that army in the month of July 1775. To 
detail his conduct in the years which followed, would be to 
relate the history of the American war. It may be said 
generally, that within a very short period after the decla* 
ration of independence, the affairs of America were in a 
condition so desperate, that perhaps nothing but the pecu- 
liar character of Washington's genius could have retrieved 
them. Activity is the policy of invaders, and in the field 
of battle the superiority of a disciplined army is displayed* 
But delay was the wisdom of a country delended by un- 
disciplined soldiers against an enemy who must be more 
exhausted by time than he could be weakened by defeat. 
It required the consummate prudence, the calm wisdom, 
the inflexible firmness, the moderate and well-balanced 
temper of Washington, to embrace such a plan of policy^ 
and to persevere in it: to resist the temptations of enter-* 
prize; to fix the confidence of his soldiers without the at- 
traction of victory ; to support the spirit of the army and 
the people amidst those slow and cautious plans of defen- 
sive warfare which are piore dispiriting than defeat itself} 
to contain his own ambition and the impetuosity of his 
troops ; to endure temporary obscurity for the salvation of 
}u» country, and for the attainment of solid and immortal 
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gloryi and to suffer even teiiiporary reproach and obloquy, 
supported by the approbation of bis ovrn conscience and 
the applause of that small uumber of wise men whose praise 
is an earnest of the admiration and gratitude of posterity. 
Victorious generals easily acquire the' confidence of their 
army. Theirs^ howe^er^ is a confidence in the fortune of 
their general. That of Washington's army was a confi- 
dence in his wisdom. Victory gives spirit to cowards, and 
eiren the agitations of defeat sometimes impart a courage 
of despair. Courage is inspired by success, and it maybe 
stimulated to desperate exertion eren by calamity, but it 
is generally palsied by inactivity.* — A system of cautious 
defence is the severest trial of human fortitude. By this 
test the firmness of Washington was tri^d. 

It roust not, however, be concealed, that some of the 
British commanders gave him advantages which he sorely 
did not expect ; and it has been thought that more than 
once they had it in their ppwer to annihilate his army, 
merely by following up their victories. The issue of the 
contest is well known. 

Much has been said by the American biographers of 
Washington, concerning his magnanimity during the ra- 
vages of a civil war, in which he acted so conspicuous a 
part; but, on the other hand, two instances have been 
mentioned in which he is thought to have been deficient 
in this great quality of a hero. Granting -(it lias been said) 
that duty required him to execute, as a spy, the accom- 
plishad major Andr6, true magnanimity would have pre- 
vented him from insultingly erecting, in the view of that 
unfortunate officer, the gallows on which he was to be 
hung) several days before his execution. And when earl 
Cornwallis was overpowered by numbers, and obliged at 
York-town to surrender to the united armies of America 
and France, a magnanimous conqueror would not have 
claimed, contrary to the usage of civilized war^ the sword 
from the hands of that gallant nobleman.* On these two 
occasions, and on some others, the conduct of Washing* 
ton agreed so ill with his general character, that he has 
been supposed to be influenced by the leaders of the French 
army. One thing is certain, that be was so little pleased 
either with bis own conduct on part^iular occasions, or with 
the general principle of the American revolution, that be 
aever eould be forced to talk on the subject. An Italian 
Qdbleman, who visited him after the peace, bad often at* 
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^mpledi in Tain, to turn the conversation to the events of 
the war. At length he thought be had found a fwonrabl^ 
opportunity oiF effecting his purpose ; they were riding to- 
l^ether over the scene of an action where Washington's 
conduct had been ^e subject of no small animadversion. 
Coaot ■»■ said to hiniy ** Your conduct, sir, in this action 
has been criticized.^' Washington made ik> answer, but 
clapped spurs to his horse ; after they had passed the field 

he turned to the Italian, and said, ** Count , I observe 

that you wish me to speak of the war. It is a conversation 
which I always avoid. I rejoice at the establishment of the 
liberties of America. But the time of ^he struggle was a 
horrible period, in which the best men were compelled to 
do many things repugnant to tbeir nature." 

The conclusion of the American war permitted Washing- 
ton to return to those domestic scenes, from which nothing 
but a sense of duty seems to have had the power to draw 
him. But he was not allowed long to enjoy this privacy^ 
The supreme government of. the United States, hastily 
thrown up, in a moment of turbulence and danger, as a 
temporary fortification against anarchy, proved utterly in- 
adequate to the preservation of general tranquillity and 
permanent security. The confusions of civil war had given 
a taint to the morality of the people, which rendered the 
restraints of a just and vigorous government more indis* 
pensably necessary. Confiscation and paper money, thja 
two greatest schools of rapacity and dishonesty in the 
world, had widely spread their poison among the Ameri- 
cans. One of their own writers tells us that the whole sys- 
tem of paper money was a system of public and private 
frauds. In this state of things, which threatened the dis- 
solution of morality and government, good men saw the 
necessity of concentrating and invigorating the supreme 
authority. Under the influence of this conviction, a con- 
vention of delegates was assembled at Philadelphia, which, 
strengthened the bands of the federal union, and bestowed 
on congress those powers which were necessary for the pur- 
poses of good government. Washington was the presidem 
of this convention, as he, in three years after, was elected 
president of the United States of America, under what was 
called **The New Constitution," though it ought to have 
been called a reform of the republican government, as that 
repnblican government itself was only a reform of the aii- 
ciopt Colonial constitution under the British crown. None 
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of Uiese changes extended so far as an attempt to new^ 
model the whole social and political system. 

Events occurred durins his chief magistracy, which coo« 
▼olsed the whole politicafworldy ^nd which tried most se* 
verely his moderation and prudence. The French revo« 
lution took place. Both friends and enemies have agreed 
ill stating that Washington, from the beginning of that re« 
volution, bad no great confidence in its beneficial opera<* 
tton* He must indeed have desired the abolition of de« 
spotism, but he is not to be called the enemy of liberty, if 
be dreaded the substitution of a nK)re oppressive despotism* 
It is extremely probable that bis wary and practical under- 
standing, instructed by the experience of popular commo« 
ti6ni, augured little good from the daring speculations of 
inexperienced visionaries. The progress of the revolution 
was not adapted to cure his distrust, and when, in 1799, 
France, then groaning under the most intolerable and hi- 
deous tyranny, became engaged in war«with almost all the 
governments of the civilized world, it is said to have been 
a matter of deliberation with the president of the United 
States, whether the republican envoy, or the agent of the 
French princes should he received in America as the diplo- 
matic representative of France. But whatever might be 
bis private feelings of repugnance and horror, his public 
conduct was influenced only by his public duties. As a 
virtuous man he mtMt have abhorred the system of crimes 
which was established in France. But as the first magi-> 
strate of the American commonwealth, he was bound only 
to consider how far the interest and safety of the people 
wham be governed, were affected by the conduct of France. 
He saw that it was wise and necessary for America to pre- 
serve a good understanding and a beneficial intercourse 
with that great country, in whatever manner she was go-> 
rerned, as long as she abstained from committing injury 
against the United States. Guided by this just and simple 
principle, ui>infiuenced by the abhorrence of crimes which 
be felt, he recehred Mr. Genet, the minister of the French 
orpublic, and was soon shocked by the outrages whioh that 
minister committed, or instigated, or countenauced against 
the American government. The conduct of Washington 
was a model of firm and dignified moderation. Insults 
were offered to his authority in official papers, in anony- 
mous libels, by ineendiary declaimers, and by tumultuous 
meetings. Tite law of nations was tramplewl under foot. 
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Hk confidential minitters were seduced to betray him, and 
the deluded populace were so inflamed by the arts of 
their enemies that they broke out into insorredtion. No 
vexation, however galling, could disturb the tranquillity 
of his mind, or make him deviate from the policy which his 
situation prescribed. With a more confirmed authority, 
and at the head of a longer established government, he 
might perhaps have thought greater vigour justifiable. But 
in his circumstances, he was sensible tl^t the nerves of 
authority were not strong enough to bear being strained* 
Persuasion, always the most desirable instrument of go* 
vernment, was in his case the safest ; yet he never over* 
passed the line which separates concession from meanness. 
He reached the utmost limits of moderatioi>> without being 
^ betrayed into pusillanimity. He preserved external and 
internal peace by a system of mildness, without any of ^ 
those virtual confessions of weakness, which so much dis* 
honour and enfeeble supreme authority. During tbe whoU 
of that arduous struggle, his personal character gave that 
strength to a new magistracy which in other countries 
^arises from ancient habits of obedience and respect. The 
authority of his virtue was more efficacious for the preser- 
vation of America, than the legal powers of his office.. 

During this turbulent period be was re-elected to the 
office of president of the United States, which he held 
from April 178S till September 1796. Probably no ma- 
gistrate of any commonwealth, ancient or modern, ever 
occupied a place so painful and perilous. Certainly no 
nan was ever called upon so often to sacrifice his virtuous 
feelings (he had no other sacrifices to make) to his public 
du^. Two circumstances of this sort deserve to be parti* 
eularly noticed. In the spring of 1794 he sent an amba^ 
sador to Paris with credentials, addressed to his ^' dear 
friends, the citizens composing the committee of public 
safety of the French republic/' wbom he prays God *' to 
take upder his holy protection." Fortunately the Ameri* 
ten ambassador was spared the humiliation of presenting 
kis credentials to those bloody tyrants. Their power was 
subverted, aqd d few of them bad suffered the punishment 
of their i;rimes, which no punishment could expiate* before 
bit arrival at Paris. 

Washington had another struggle- of feeling and duty to 
encounter when he was compelled to suppress the insur- 
rection in the western counties of Pennsylvania by force of 
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arms. But here he had a consolation in the exercise of mef^ 
cy, for the necessity of having recoarse to arms. Never was 
there a revolt quelled with so little blood. Scarcely ever 
was the basest dastard so tender of his own life^ as this 
virtuous man was of the lives of his fellow citizens. The 
value of his clemency is enhanced by recollecting that he 
was neither without provocations to severity, nor without 
pretexts for it. His character and his office had been re** 
vrled in a manner almost unexampled among civilized na* 
cions^ His authority had been insulted. His safety had 
been threatened. Of his personal and political enemies 
some might, perhaps, have been suspected of having in-> 
stigated the insurrection ; a greater number were thought 
to wish well to it ; and very few shewed much zeal to sup- 
press it« But neither resentment, nor fear, nor ^ven po- 
licy itselfy could extinguish the humanity of Washington. 
Thi^ seems to have been the only sacriBce which he waa 
incapable of making to the interest of his country. 

Throughout the whole course of his second presidency, 
ihe danger of America was great and imminent almost be- 
yond example. The apirit of. change indeed, at that pe-^ 
riod, shook all nations. But in other countries it had to 
encounter ancient and solidly established power. It had 
to tear up by the roots long habits of attachment in aome 
nations fbr their government, of awe in others, of ac- 
quiescence and submission in all. But in America the go- 
vernment was new and weak. The people had scarce time 
to recover from the ideas and feelings of a recent civU war. 
In t>ther countries the volcitnic force most be of power to 
blow up the mountains, and to convulse the continents that 
held it down, before it could escape from the deep caverns 
in which it was imprisoned : — in America it was covered 
only by the ashes of a late convulsion, or at most by a little 
thin soil, the produce of a few years' quiet. 

The government of America had none of those salutary 
prejudices to employ which in every other country were 
used with success to open the eyes of the people to the 
enormities of the French revolution. It had, on the con- 
trary, to contend with the prejudices of the people in the 
most moderate precautions against internal confusion, in 
the most measured and guarded resistance to the unpa- 
ralleled insults and enormous encroachments of France. 
Without zealous support from the people, the American 
government was impotent. It required a considerable time. 
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Md it coist an arduous and dubious struggle, to direct th^ 
popular spirit against a sister republic, established among 
a people to whose aid the Americans ascribed the establish- 
ment of their independence. It is probable, indeedj that 
Do policy could have produced this effect, unless it had 
been powerfully aided by the crimes of the French gbvem- 
ment, which have proved the, strongest allies of all esta* 
blished governments ; which have produced siich a general 
disposition to submit to any known tyranny, rather than 
rush into all the unknown and undefinable evils of civil 
tonfusion, with the horrible train of new and monstrous 
tyrannies of which it is usually the forerunner. Of these 
circumstances Washington availed himself With uncommon 
address. He employed the horror excited by the atrocities 
of the French revolution for the most honest and praise- 
worthy purposes; to preserve the internal quiet of his 
country ; to assert the dignity, and to maintain the rights, 
of the commonwealth which be governed, against foreign 
enemies. He avoided war without incurring the imputa- 
tion of pusillanimity. He cherished the detestation of 
Americans for anarchy, without weakening the spirit of 
civil liberty, and he maintained, and even consolidated, 
the authority of government, without abridging the pri- 
vileges of the people. 

The resignation of Washington in 1796 was certainly a 
measure of prudence, but it may be doubted whether it 
was beneficial for his country, in the then unsettled state 
of public affairs. When he retired, he published a valedic- 
tory address to his countrymen, as he had before done when 
he quitted the command of the army in 1783. In these 
compositions the whole heart and soul of Washington are 
laid open. Other state papers have, perhaps, shewn more 
spirit and dignity, more eloquence, greater force of genius, 
and a more enlarged comprehension of mind. But none 
ever displayed more simplicity and ingenuousness, more 
moderation and sobriety, more good sense, more pru- 
* dence, more honesty, more earnest affection for bis coun- 
try and for mankind, more profound reverence for virtue 
and religion ; more ardent wishes for the happiness of his 
fellow-creatures, and more just and rational views of the^ 
means which alone can effectually promote that happiness. 

From his resignation till the month of July 1798, he 
lived in retirement at Mount Vernon. At this latter pe- 
riod it became necessary for the United States to arm. 
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They bad eodared with a patience of which there is no 
example in the history of states, all the contumely and 
wrong which successive administrations in France had 
heaped upon them. Their ships were every where cap* 
turedy their ministers were detained in a sort of imprison- ' 
meht at Paris; while incendiaries, cloathed in the sacred 
character of ambassadors, scattered over their peaceful pro- 
vinces the firebrands of sedition and civil war. An offer 
was made to terminate this long course of injustice, by a 
bribe to the French ministers. This offer was- made by 
persons who appeared to be in the confidence of M. Talley« 
rand, ytfho professed to act by his authority, but who have 
been since disavowed by him. In the mean time the United 
States resolved to arm by laud and sea. The command of 
the army was bestowed on general Washington, which he 
accepted because he was convinced that ^* every thing we 
bold dear and sacred was seriously threatened ;** though he 
had flattered himself ^' that he had quitted for ever the 
boundless field of public action, incessant trouble and high 
respottsibilityy in which he had long acted so conspicuous 
a part*^' In this office he continued during the short pe- 
riod of his life which still remained. On Thursday the 1 2th 
December 1799, he was seized with an inflammation in his 
throat, which became considerably worse the next day ; 
and of which, notwithstanding the efforts of his physicians, 
be died on Saturday the 14th of December 1799, in the 
sixty-eighth year of his age, and in the twenty-third year 
of the independence of the United States, of which he may 
be considered as the founder* The same calmness, sim-* 
plicity, ^nd regularity, which had uniformly marked his 
demeanour, did not forsake him in his dying moments. 
Even the perfectly welUArdered state of the most minute 
particulars of his private business, bore the stamp of that 
constant authority of prudence and practical reason over 
bis action^, which was a distinguishing feature of bis cha- 
racter. He died with those sentiments of piety, which had 
given vigour and consistency to his virtue, and adorned 
every part of his blameless and illustrious life. ' 

WASSE (JosEPfl), a very learned scholar, was born in York- 
shire in 1672, and educated at Queen^s college, Cambridge, 
where he took his bacbelor^s degree in 1 694, that of master in 
1698, and that of bachelor of divinity in 1707. Before this 

1 EacycU Brit Supplement, by Dr. G]ei|^.-*Lire of Wasbiogtoa, by Marshall. 
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be bad assisted Kuster in his edition of Soidat, as appears 
by a letter of bis, giving an account of that eminent critic. 
(See Kusteil) In 1710 Wasse became more generally 
known to the literary world by bis edition of ^Sallnst/* 
410, the merits of which have been long acknowledged, 
t)e agiended the text by a carefol examination of nearly 
eighty manuscripts, as well as some very ancient editions. 
I^n Dec. 4 711 be was presented to the rectory of Aynhoe 
in Northamptonshire, by Thomas Cartwright, esq. where 
John Whiston (the bookseller) says ** he lived a very agree* 
able and Christian life, much esteemed by that worthy fa- 
mily and bis parishioners.'* He had an equal regstrd for 
them, and never sought any other preferment. He bad a 
very learned and choice library, in which he passed most 
of bis time, and assisted many of the learned in their pub- 
lications. He became at length a proselyte to Dr. Clarke's 
Arianism, and corresponded much with him and with WiiL 
Whiston,. as appears by Whiston's Life of Dr. Clarke, and 
bis own life. . According to Whiston he was the cause of 
1/lr. Wasse*s embracing the Arian sentiments^ which he 
did with such 2eal, as to omit the Athaoasian creed in the 
service of the church, and other passages whicb militated 
Higainst his opinions. Whiston calls him ^^more learned 
than any bishop in England since bishop Lloyd,'* and in- 
forms us of the singular compliment Bentley paid to him, 
^' When I am dead, Wasse will be the most learned man 
in England." * 

That he wa^a good scholar and critic, hrs essays in tbe 
** Bibliotbeca Literaria" afford sufficient evidence ; but be 
was not the editor of that work, as some have reported. 
Dr. Jebb was the editor, but Wasse contributed seveial 
pieces, as many others did, and at length destroyed the 
sale of the work by making bis essays too long, particu* 
larly bis life of Justinian, who filled two whole numbers^ 
and was not then finished. This displeased the readers of 
the work, and after it had reached ten numbers (at Is* 
each) it was discontinued for want of encouragement. 
What were published make a 4to volume^ finished in 1724. 
Mr. Wasse was the author of three articles in the Pbilo- 
spphical Transactions ; 1. '^ On the difference of the height 
of a human body between morning, and night" 3. '<On 
the effects of Ligbtnitig, July 3, 1725, in Northampton- 
ririre." 3. *^ An account of an earthquake in Oct. 1731, 
in Northamptonshire." He was also a considerable coa« 
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tributor to the edition of ^^ Thucydides,^ which goes? 
Ity the tiftme of ^' Wnssii et Dukeri/* Amst. 1721, 2 vob, 
fol. He died of an apoplexy, November 19, 1738, 
and was succeeded in his living of Aynboe by Dr. Yarbo- 
rough, afterwards principal of Brasenose college, Oxford, 
who purchased part of his coliection of books, many of 
them replete with MS notes and collections of MSS. by 
Mr. Wasse. They are now in the library of that college, 
tiy the kindness of the heirs of Dr. Yarborough. John 
Whiston adds that Wasse was <' a facetious man in con* 
versation, but a heavy preacher; a very deserving cha- 
ritable man, and universally esteemed." A considerable 
part of his library appeared in one of Whiston's sale ca- 
talogues. ' 

. WATERHOUSE (Edward), a heraldic and miscella- 
neous writer, was born in 1619.. He bad a learned educa- 
tion, and resided some time at Oxford, for the sake of the 
Bodleian Library there; but was not a member of that 
university. Soon after the passing of the second charter 
of the Royal Society, he was proposed on the 22d July, 
1668, candidate for election into it; and chosen the 29th 
of the same month ; being admitted the 5th August* He 
afterwards entered into holy orders, by the persuasion of 
Dr. Sheldon, archbishop of Canterbury, in 1668. He was 
tvrice married^ to his first wife he had Mary, daughter 
wd heiress of Robert Smith, alias Carrington, by Magda- 
len his wife, daughter of Robert Her\'ey, esq. comptroller of 
tlie custom-house to James the First; secondly to Eliza- 
beth, daughter and heiress of Richard Bateman of Harting- 
ton in Derbyshire, and London, esq. by Christiana, his first 
Mfife^ -daughter of William Stone, of Loudon, esq. who 
died, leaving him one son, and two daughters ; the daugh- 
ters only survived him. He died 30th May, 1670, aged 
$fty-one, at his house at Mile-end-green, and was interred 
June 2d, at Greenford in Middlesex, where be had an 
estate. He was author of the following works, some of 
which are much sought after at present : 1. '* An Apology^ 
for Learning and Learned Men," 1653, 8vo. 2. <<Twa 
Contemplations of Magnanimity and Acquaintance witb 
Qod," 1653, 8vo. 3. "A Discourse of the Piety, Policy, 
and Charity of Elder Times, and Christians," 1655, l2mo«. 

1 Kicfaola's Bowyer. — MS Account by Whistoo the booktcUer.— -WbistOA't.. 
Life.-^enU Mag. toI. UU^VllI.— Dibdis'i daisies. 
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4. ** A Defence of Arms and Armory," 1660, 8vo; witV n. 
frontispiece of his quarterings. 5. *' Fortescutus illustrd. 
tus; or^ a Commentary on sir John Fortescue, lord chan- 
«ellour to Henry VI. his book, De Laudibus legum Angliae,^' 
1663, fol. with a fine portrait of Waterhouse, by LoggaA, 
•and of sir John Fortescue, by Faithorne. 6. *<The Gentle- 
man's Monitor,^* 1665, 8to, with a portrait by Horlocks.^ 

WATERLAMD (Daniel), a learned English divine, and 
able assertor of the doctrine of the Trinity, was born Feb. 
14, 1683, at Waseley, or Walesly, in the Lindsey division 
of Lincolnshire, of which parish his father, the rev. Henry 
Waterland, was rector. He received his early education 
partly at Ftixborough, of which also his father was rector, 
under his curate Mr. Sykes, and partly under bis father, 
until he was fit to be sent to the free-school at Lincoln, 
then in great reputation. His uncommon diligence and 
talents recommended him to the notice of Mr. Samuel 
Garmstone and Mr. Antony Read, the two successive 
masters of that school, at whose request, besides the ordi^ 
nary exercises, he frequently performed others, which were 
so excellent as to be handed about for the honour of the 
school. In 1699, he went to Cambridge, and on March 
SO, was admitted of Magdalen college, under the tuition of 
Mr. Samuel Barker. In December 1702 be obtained a 
scholarship, and proceeding A. B. in Lent term following, 
was elected fellow in Feb. 1703-4. He then took pupils, 
and was esteemed a good teacher. In 1 706 he commenced 
A.M. In February 1713, on the death of Dr. Gabriel 
Quadrin, master of the college, the earl of Suffolk and 
Binden, in whose family the right is vested, conferred the 
mastership upon Mr. Waterland, who having taken holy 
orders, was also presented by that nobleman to the rectory 
of Ellingham in Norfolk. But this made little or no addi- 
tion to his finances, as he gave almost the whole revenue 
of it to his curate, his own residence being necessary at 
college, where he still continued to take pupils, and 'for 
their advantage wrote his ^* Advice to a young student, 
with a method of study for the first four years," which went 
through several editions. 

In 1714, he took the degree of bachelor of divinity, at 
4be exercise for which he gave a proof of no common abi- 

1 Atb. Os. ToL IL^Gtnt Mag. toL LXIl. aad LXVl.^CoiiwranicaUon ky 
a 4iMei»UDt. 
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lities. He chose for his first question, upon which conse- 
quently his thesis was made, ^< Whether Ariau subscrip* 
tion be lawful ?" a question, says Mr, Seed, worthy of him 
who abhorred all prevarications, and had the capacity to 
see through and detest those evasive arts, with which some 
would palliate their disingenuity. When Dr. James, the 
professor, had endeavoured to answer his thesitt, and em- 
barrass tlie question with the dexterity of a person long 
practised in all the arts of a subtle disputant, he immedi- 
ately replied in an extempore discourse of about half an 
hour long, with such an easy flow of proper and significant 
words, and su.ch an undisturbed presence of mind, as if he 
bad been reading, what he afterwards printed, *'The case 
of the Arian subscription considered.*' He unravelled the 
professor's fallacies, reinforced his own reasoning, and 
shewed himself so perfect a master of the language, the 
subject, and himself, that all agreed no one ever appeared 
to greater advantage. He was on this occasion happy in 
a first opponent Mr. (afterwards the celebrated bishop) Sher- 
lock, who gave full play to his abilities, and called for all 
that strength of* reason of which he was master. One sin- 

S&lar consequence is said to have followed this exercise* 
r* Clarke, in the second edition of his ** Scripture Doc- 
tripe," &C. published in 1719, omitted the following words, 
whieh were in bis former edition of that book : ** It is plaia 
that a man ' may reasonably agree to such forms (of sob* 
scription to the thirty-nine articles) whenever he can in 
any sense at all reconcile them with scripture." This is 
remarked by our author in the preface to his vindication 
of Christ's divinity, as redounding to Dr. Clarke's honour, 
' and it is well known that Dr. Clarke afterwards constantly 
refused subscription. 

On the death of Dr. James, regius professor of divinity, 
Mr* Waterland was generally considered as fit to succeed 
him, but his great esteem for Dr. Bentley, who was elected, 
prevented his using his interest. He was soon after ap- 
pointed one of the chaplains in ordinary to'George I. who, 
on a visit to Cambridge \n 1717, honoured him with the 
degree of D.D. without his application ; and in this degree 
he was incorporated at Oxford, with a handsome encomium 
from Dr. Delaune, president of St. John's college in that 
university. In 1719, he gave the world the first specimen of 
bis abilities on a subject which has contributed most to his 
fame. He now published the first *^ Defence of his Que- 
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ries,*^ in vindication of the diyinity of Christ, which en« 
gaged him in a controversy with Dr. Clarke. (See Clarki, 
p« 409.) The '^ Queries^' which he thus defended 'were 
originally drawn up for the use of Mr. John Jackson the 
rector of Rossington in Yorkshire (See Jackson, p. 420), 
and it was intended that the debate should be carried on 
by private correspondence ; but Jacksoiv having sent an 
answer to the " Queries," and received Waterland's reply, 
acquainted him that both were ^ in the press, and that he ' 
must follow him thither, if he wished to prolong the con- 
troversy. On this Dr. Waterland published << A vindica- 
tion of Christ's Divinity : being a defence of some queries, 
&c. in answer to a clergyman in the country;" which being 
soon attacked by the Arian party, our author published in 
1723, '^A second vindication of Christ's Divinity, or, a 
second defence of some queries relating to Dr. Clarke's 
scheme of the holy Trinity, in answer to the country 
clergyman's reply,'^ &c. This, which is the longest, has 
always been esteemed Dr. Waterland's most accurate per- 
formance on the subject. We are assured that it was 
finished and sent to the press in two months ; but it was a 
subject he had frequently revolved, and that with pro- 
found attention. In answer to this work. Dr. Clarke pub* 
lished in the following year, ^^ Observations on the second 
defence," &c. to which Dr. Waterland replied in ^ K 
farther defence of Christ's divinity," &c* It was not to 
be expected that these authors would agree, as Dr. Clarke 
was for explaining the text in favour of the Trinity, by 
what he called the maxims of- right reasoning, while Dr. . 
Waterland, bowing to the mysterious nature of the subject, 
considered it as a question above reason, and took the texts 
in their plain and obvious sense, as, he proved, the fathers 
bad done before him. 

A short time before the commencement of -this contro- 
versy. Dr. Waterland had attacked a position in Dr. Whit- 
by's *' Disquisitiones modest® in Buili defensionem fide! 
NicensB," which produced an answer from Whitby, en- 
titled '' A reply to Dr. Waterland's objections against Dr. 
Whitby's Disquisitiones." This induced our author to pub- 
lish in the same year (1718) ^^ An answer to Dr., Whitby's 
Reply ;. being a vindication of the charges of fallacies, mis- 
quotations, misconstructions, misrepresentations, &c. re- 
specting his book, entitled ^ Disquisitiones modestse, in a 
letter to Dr. WhitbyV* 
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^ In conseqaence of the reputation which Dr. Waterlawid 
bad acquired by his Brst publication on this subject^ be was 
appointed by Dr^Robinson, bishop of London, to preach 
the first course of sermons at the lecture founded by lady 
Moyer. This he accomplished in 1720, and afterwards 
printed in ^* Eight Sermons, &c. in defence of the Divinity of 
our Lord Jesus Christ,*' &c. 8vo, and in the preface informs 
us that they may be considered as a supplement to his 
<* Vindication of Christ's Divinity." In 1721 Dr. Water- 
litnd was promoted by the dean and chapter of St. Paul's 
to the rectory of St Austin's and St. Faith's, and in 1723 
to the chancellorship of the church 6f York, by archbishop 
Dawes. The same year he published his '^ History of the 
Athanasian Creed," which he undertook in order to rescue 
(his venerable form of faith from Dr. Clarke's censuresi who 
bad gone so far as to apply to the prelates to have it laid 
aside. In I7ii7, upon the application of lord Townsend, 
secretary of state, and Dr. Gibson, bishop of London, his 
•majesty collated him to a canonry of Windsor; and in 
1730^ he was presented by the dean and chapter to the 
Ticarage of Twickenham in Middlesex. On this he re-> 
signed his living of St. Austin and St. Faith, objecting to 
holding two benefices at the same time with the cure of 
souls ; but as this principle did not affect his holding the 
archdeaconry of Middlesex, he accepted that preferment 
this year, given him by bishop Gibson. 

Dr. Clarke's exposition of the Church Catechism beipg 
published, in 1730, our author immediately printed some 
remarks upon it, with a view to point out what be esteemed 
to be dangerous passages in that exposition, and to coun- 
teract their influence. In the prosecution of this design, 
be advanced a position concerning the comparative value 
of positive and moral duties, which drew him into a con- 
troversy with Dr. Sykes. Sykes having published an an- 
swer to Dr. Waterland's *^ Remarks," the latter replied in 
a pamphlet, entitled ^*. The nature, obligation, and efficacy 
of 'the Christian Sacraments considered ; as also the com<» 
parative value of moral and positive duties distinctly stated 
and cleared." Other pamphlets passed between them on 
the same subject, until Dr. Waterland's attention was called 
to Tindal's deiscical publication of ^^ Christianity as old as the 
Creation." Against this, he wrote ^^ Scripture vindicated, in 
answer to Christianity as old as the Creation," 1730 — 1733, 
three parts -, and two charges to the clergy of the archdea-* 
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conry of Middlesex on . the same subject. He now found' 
an antagonist in Middleton, (a Tindal in disguise), who 
published *' A Letter to Dr. Waterland/' &c. the purport 
and consequences of which we have already detailed. (See 

MiDDLETONy p. U7.) 

Dr. Wateriand had another controversy with Mr. Jack* 
son before mentioned, on account of Dr. darkens ^' De-» 
monstration of the Being and Attributes of God,'* Dr. 
Wateriand undertaking to show the weakness of the argu- 
ment a priori, which Clarke had thought proper to em- 
ploy on this occasion. In the ** Second defence of his 
Queries,*' Dr. Wateriand had dropt some hints against this 
kind of argument, but did not at that time enter into th# 
subject; nor were his objections published until 1734i 
when the substance of what he had written upon the sub'^ 
ject, in some letters to a gentleman, was given to the pub- 
lic by Mr. (afterwards bishop) Law, partly in his notes on 
King's *^ Origin of Evil" and partly in his '' Inquiry into 
the ideas of Space,'* &c. to which is added ** A Disserta^ 
tion on the argument a priori by a teamed hand,^' i.e» 
Wateriand. In this dissertatix>n he endeavoured to prove> 
£rst, that the argumentum a priori is very loose and pre- 
carious, depending on little else than an improper use of 
equivocal terms or phrases: Secondly, that, moreover, when 
fully understood, it is palpably wrong and absurd ; thirdly^ 
that the several pleas or excuses invented for it are falla- 
cious, and of no real weight ; and he concludes with a 
brief intimation of the hurtful tendency of insisting so 
much upon this pretended argument, both with regard to 
religion and science. The publication of these sentintents 
served to renew the controversy between Mr. Law, him^ 
self, and Mr. Jackson. 

In the same year, 17S4, Dr. Wateriand published "The 
importance of the doctrine of the Holy Trinity asserted," 
not the most temperate of his writings, for he hints at 
the interference of the civil magistrate; but as he considers 
the doctrine of the Trinity to be fundamental, this was 
alone an assertion sufficient to call down the vengeance of 
the Arian and Socinian writers, both then and since, when 
speaking of him. He pursued the same subject in two 
charges delivered to the clergy of his archdeaconry, iq 
this and the following year. Having often introduced the 
doctrine of the Eucharist in his charges, he combined his 
sentiments oa that topic hi a large 8vo volume, entitled 
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*^ A Review of the doctrine of the Eucharist, as laid down 
in scripture and antiquity,*^ 1737. This was the last of his 
works that appeared in bis Itfe^time, and was calculated to 
confute the opinions of Hoadly, Johnson, and Brett. 

About 1740, a complaint which he had long neglected^ 
as appearing a trifle (the nail growing into one of his great 
toes) obliged him to remove from Cambridge to London 
for^the benefit of the advice of the celebrated surgeon, 
Cbeselden : but this was now too late ; for a bad habit of 
body, contracted by too intense an application to his 
studies, rendered his case desperate ; and after undergoing 
•everal painful operations, with exemplary patience, a mor- 
tification took place, of which he died Dec. 29. He was 
interred, at his own request, in one of the small chapels 
on the south side of the collegiate church of Windsor^ 
where is a plain stone with his name and age, fifty-eight^ 
inscribed on it. 

Dr. Waterland married, about 1719, a lady of good fa- 
■lily and fortune, who survived him ; but he left no child. 
He was a man free from ambition ; all his preferments were 
bestowed without any application on his part direct or in- 
direct, and he might have reached to higher, had he de- 
aired tbero, by the recommendation of archbishop Potter. 
The bishopric of Llandaff was once oflFered to him, but he 
deplioed it. 

In his life time he published some single sermons, and 
After his death two volumes more were added, with two 
tracts, 1. ^^ A summary view of the doctrine of Justification. 
8. An Inquiry concerning the antiquity of the practice of 
infant communion, as founded on the notion of its neces- 
sity. The whole published from the originals, in pur- 
suance of the request of the author, by Joseph Clarke, 
M. A.*' 1742. The tract on justification seems chiefly 
levelled at Whitfield's answer to the bishop of London's 
fMstoral letter, in which he asserted good works to be only 
fruits and consequences of justification. 

Dr. Waterland was one of the ablest defenders of the doc« 
trine of the Trinity in his day, not perhaps always the most 
temperate, for he appears to have occasionally lost his tem- 
per amidst the rude attacks of some of his antagonists, but in 
general he adhered closely to his argument, and avoided per- 
sonalities. As Arianism was the chief object of his aversion, 
it uras some times retorted that be too bad departed from 
the creed of his church by inclining towards Arminianism. 
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His character was drawn at great length by the rev. Jere- 
miah Seed, in a funeral sermon, preached Jan. 4, 1740-1, 
the Sunday after his interment. '^ His bead,^* says Mr^ 
Seed, '* was an immense library, where the treasures of 
'learning were ranged in such exact order, that, whatever 
himself or his friends wanted, he could have immediate re- 
course to, without any embarrassment A prodigious ex* 
pence of reading, without a confusion of ideas, is almost 
the peculiar characteristic of his writings. His works, par- 
ticularly those upon our Saviour^s Divinity, and the Import- 
ance oi the doctrine, and the Eucharist, into which he bas 
digested the learning of all preoedine ag^9 will, we may 
.venture to say, be transmitted to, and stand tbe examina- 
tion of, all succeeding ones. He bas so thoroughly ex- 
hausted every subject that he wrote a set treatise upoiv 
«that it is impossible to hit upon any thing which is not hi 
his writings, or to express that more justly and clearly, 
which is there." ' 

WATSON (David), known chiefly as a translator of 
Horace,^ was born at Brechin in Scotland, 1710, and edu- 
cated in St. Leonard's college, St Andrew's, where be 
took bis degrees, and was appointed processor of philoso- 
phy. When the college of St Leonard was united by act 
of parliament to that of St Salvador, 1747, he came to 
London, and completed his translation of Horace, 2 vols. 
Bvo, with notes, &c. which is in great esteem. But his 
Atssipated life brought him into many wants, and he was 
frequently destitute of the conamon necessaries of life, th- 
bis latter j^ears be taught the classics to private gentlemen ; 
but his love of pleasure plunged him into new difficulnes; 
and he sunk beneath his character as a scholar. He died 
in great want near London, 1756, in the forty-sixth year of 
his age, and was buried at the expence of the parish. Bo- 
sides his translation of Horace, be wi^ote '^The History of 
the Heathen Gods and Goddesses.*** 

WATSON (Henry), a gallant oflScer and able en- 
gineer, was tbe son of a grazier, who lived at Holbeacb, 
in Lincolnshire, where he was born about 1737, and edu- 
cated at Gosberton school. Here his genius for tbe mathe- 
matics soon discovered itself, and in. 1753 he was a fre- 
quent contributor to the *^ Ladies Diary.*' About this time 

> Biof. BriL— -Seed's Funeral Sciwon* 
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his abilities became known to Mr. Whichcot, of Harptwell^ 
tbeo one of the members of parliament for Lincolnshire, 
who introduced him to tbe royal academy at Wooiwicb ; 
and be soon after obtained a commission in tbe corps of 
engineers. Under the celebrated mathematician, Thomas 
Simpson, Watson prosecuted his studies at Woolwich, and 
oontinued to write for the ^^ Ladies Diary/' of which Simp- 
son was at that time the editor. Such was Simpson's 
opinion of Watson's abilities, that at his decease he left 
faim his unfinished mathematical papers, with a request 
that he would revise them, and make what alterations and 
additions he might think necessary ; but of this privilege 
it seems to be doubted whether he made the best use. 
(See Simpson, p. 20.) 

During the war which broke out in 1756, he gave sig- 
nal proofs of his superior abilities as an engineer ; partis 
cularly at the siege of Belleisle in 1761, and at the Havan- 
nah in 1762. At the latter place his skill was particularly 
put to the proof; for having declared at a consultation, 
.contrary to the opinion of the other engineers, that a 
breach might be made in the Moro Castle, then deemed 
impregnable, he was asked by the commander in chief in 
what time he would engage to make the breach i He gave 
for answer, that with a certain number of men and cannon 
.{naming them) he would undertake to do it in forty-eight 
hours after the proposed batteries were erected. Accord- 
ingly he undertook it, and though he was struck down by 
tbe wind of a ball which passed near his head, and carried 
for dead to his tent, yet he soon recovered and returned to 
bis/duty, and the breach was made in a little more than 
half. the time. For this piece of service he not only re- 
ceived the particular thanks of the commander in chief, but 
^f his majesty. 

. His abiliti«ii soon became too conspicuous to be over- 
looked by that eminent soldier and politician, lord Clive, 
who singled him out as an engineer qualified for great and 
'noble enterprises. Accordingly he accompanied his lord- 
ship to Bengal for the purpose of carrying such plans into 
execution which might be thought necessary for the pre* 
Jiervation of the British acquisitions in that quarter; or to 
assist his lordship in any further operations he might think 
requisite for the interest of his country. 

It was not difficult for a person of the colonel's penetra- 
lioD to see the advantageous situation of the Bay of Bengal. 
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kneir that if proper forts were built, and the English 
marine put on a tolerable footing in that part, they might 
soon become masters of the Eastern seas ; he therefore got 
a grant of lands from the East India company for con* 
structing wet and dry docks, and a marine yard at Calcuttaj, 
for cleaning, repairing, and furnishing with stores the men 
of war and merchantmen. A plan of the undertaking was 
drawn, engraved, and presented to his majesty, and the 
East India company, and fully approved of; and the works 
were carried on for some years with a spirit and vigour that 
manifested the judgment and abilities of the undertaker ; 
and though the utility of such a national concern is too 
obvious to be insisted on, yet the colonel, after sinking* 
upwards of 100,000/. of his own property in the noble de- 
sign, was obliged to desist, for reasons that are iiot very 
clear. 

"^ Colonel Watson had determined to come immediately 
for England to seek redress ; but, on consulting his friend 
Mr, Creassy (thie superintendant of the works) he changed 
his resolution. Mr. Creassy represented to the colonel the 
loss he would sustain in quitting so lucrative an office as 
chief engineer to the East India company ; the gratification 
his enemies would receive on his leaving that country ; the 
loss the company might experience during his absence ; 
and finally the delay and uncertainty of the law. These 
considerations induced him to send Mr. Creassy in his 
stead. This happened just at the eve of the Spanish war;, 
and, as the colonel had great quantities of iron and timber 
in store, he resolved to build three ships, two of S6, and 
one of 32 guns ; and in consequence he sent instructions 
to his agents in Englatnl to procure letters of marque, and 
Mr. Creassy was to return with them over land. These 
vessels were to cruise off the Philippines for the purpose 
of intercepting the Spanish trade between Manilla and 
Chiija. This design, however, was frustrated, perhaps by 
the same means that stopped his proceeding with the 
docks ; for his agents, on applying for the letters, received 
a positive refusal. But tb^se disappointments did not 
damp the coloners enterprising spirit ; for, as soon as be 
heard of the ill success of his agents in England^ he very 
prudently employed the two vessels he had finished in com- 
mercial service. The third never was finished. 

For near ten years colonel Watson was the chief engineer 
^f Bengali Bahar, aod Ocissa, The East India company, 
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Irt a grwt measore, owe their valuable possessions in that 
quarter to bis unexampled exertions^; foti in spite of party 
dispute, of bribery on tbe part of the nations then at war 
with the company, and of tbe numerous cabals which per- 
plexed and embarrassed their councils, be executed the 
works of Fort- William, which will long remain a monument 
of bis superior skill ; and, for its strength, this may justly 
be styled the Gibraltar of India. Nor are the works at 
Boge Buge, and Melancholy Point, constructed with less 
judgment. But he did not confine his studies to the mili- 
tary sciences. In 1776 he published a translation of Eu* 
ler's ^ Theorie complete de la construction et de la man- 
ceuvre des raisseaux,'* with a supplement upon the action 
•foars, which he received in manuscript from Eulerjust 
before be had finished the translation of what was pub- 
lished. This translation he has enriched with many atldi- 
tiona and improvements of his own ; and he intended to 
have enlarged tbe work in a future edition, by making ex- 
periments for discovering tbe resistance of bodies when 
moving in a- fluid ; but it is not known if he left any papers 
on the subject. 

This book, which is almost tbe only one of the kind in the 
English language, is of great importance in ship-building; 
for though the subjects are handled scientifically, yet such 
practical rules for constructing vessels to advantage might 
be drawn therefrom, as would amply repay the trouble of 
a close perusal. The colonel gave the best proof of this in 
the Nonsuch and Surprise frigates; the first of 36, the 
other of 32. guns. These were buik under bis particnlar 
direction by Mr. 6. Louch, and a few black carpenters at 
Bengal, at his own expence, and proved the sw^test sailers 
of any ships hitherto known. 

The colonel's genius was formed for great undertakings. 
He was judicious in planning, cool and intrepid in action, 
and undismayed in danger. He studied mankind, and was 
a good politician*. Few,' perhaps, better understood the 
interests of tbe several nations of Europe and the East. 
He was humane, benevolent, and the friend of indigent 
genius. When Mr. RoHinson, a man of great abilities as 
a mathematician, conducted the Ladies Diary, after the 
death of Mr. Simpson, and was barely existing on the pit- 
tance allowed him by the proprietors, the colonel sought 
and found him in an obscure lodging, and generously re- 
lieved his necessities, t)M)Ugb a stranger to bis person. 
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This the old man related while the tears of gratitude stole 
down his cheeks. He survived the Qoloner? bounty but a 
short time. 

By long and hard service in a unfavourable climate, he 
found his health much impaired, two or three years before 
be left India; and therefore, in 1785, he put affairs in a 
train of settlement, in order to return to England, to try 
the effects of his native air. In the spring of 1786, he emr 
barked on board the Deptford Indiaman ; but the flux 
and a bilious complaint with which be bad sometimes beea 
afflicted, so much reduced him by the time he reached St. 
Helena, that he was not able to prosecute his voyage in 
that ship. This island is remarkable for the salubrity of 
its air, of which the colonel soon found the benefit ; bat 
- the importunity of his friends, or his own impatience to 
see England, got the better of bis prudence, for as soon as 
he began to gather strength, he took his passage in the 
Asia ; the consequence was a relapse, 'which weakened him 
to ^uch a degree by the time he arrived at Dover, that he 
lingered but a short time, and at that place departed this 
life on September 17, 1786. He was buried in a vault 
made in the body of the church at Dover, on the 22d of 
the same month, in a private manner. His death may be 
accounted a national loss. No English engineer, since 
Mr. Benjamin Robins, F. R. S. possessed equal abilities. 
The same climate proved fatal to both : Mr. Robins died 
at Madras in the company's service ; and it may be said of 
the colonel, that after he had quitted it, he lived but just 
long enough to bring his bones to England. ^ 

WATSON (James), an excellent printer, was bom at 
Aberdeen, where his father was an eminent merchant du- 
ring the reign of Charles II. and in 1695 set up a printing- 
' house in Edinburgh, which reduced him to many hardships, 
being frequently prosecuted before the privy-council of 
Scotland for printing in opposition to a patent granted to 
one Mr. Anderson some years before. In 1711, however, 
Mr. Watson, in conjunction with Mr. Freebairn, obtained 
a patent from queen Anne, and they published several 
.learned works; and some of thecn were printed on very 
elegant types, particularly a Bible, in crown dvo, 1715, a 
matchless beauty, and another in 4to. He wrote also a 
curious ^' History of Printing," in Scotland, which is pre- 

1 Life prtfiktd to the wc^nd edition of hii traDsletion of Euler, 1790, Sro. 
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fixed to his " Specimens of Types," a rare little volnrfie^, 
printed in the early part of the last century. He died at 
Edinburgh, Sept. 24, 1722.' 

WATSON (JamEs), a learned English lawyer, and one 
of the ju<lges of the supreme court of judicature at Ben- 
gal, was born November 25,1746, in the parish of Great 
Chisfaill, in the county of Essex. He was the eldest son 
of the Rev. James Watson, D. D. an eminent presbyterian 
minister, then pastor of a dissenting congregation in that 
place, as well as of Melbourne, in the county of Cambridge, 
by Anne his wife, the daughter of John Hanchet, esq. of 
Crissel Grange, in the county of Essex. Though the re- 
tired situation in which this family lived, and the talents 
of the father, were very favourable to a domestic education, 
yet the son was viery judiciously placed under the care of 
the Rev. Mr. Banks, a clergyman in that neighbourhood, 
under whose tuition be was prepared for the peculiar 
advantages of a public school. Accordingly, Dr. Watson 
leaving discovered the progress that his beloved child had 
IDade in the elements of language, sent him to the metro- 
polis,, atid placed him under the care of a person with 
whom he could confide, that he might be admitted into St. 
Paul's school. 

That seminary was then under the superintendence of the 
Tery learned *and amiable Mr. George Thicknesse, of whom 
bis worthy pupil always spake with the deepest reverence. 
While, however, he was embellishing his mind with the 
rich stores of classic literature, a violent fever impeded 
the pursuit, and compelled him to return to the country 
for the restoration of his health. This desirable end being 
accomplished, his venerable parent conducted him to Lon- 
don, removing thither indeed with his family. Having ex- 
pressed a strong inclination for the ministerial profession, 
which might naturally be expected from the powers of elo- 
quence he discovered, he was placed at the academy for 
Protestant dissenting ministers, then kept at Mile«end, 
near London, by John Walker, D. D. Thomas Gibbons, 
D. D. and John Conder, D. D. 

Here be added considerably to his stock of knowledge, 
and at lengtli entered upon his profession. He spent one' 
year in assisting Mr. Newton of Norwich, and then re- 
paired to the university of Edinburgh,, where he acquired 
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the esteem of some of its most eminent professors, es- 
pecially the late principal Robertson, and as a proof of it^ 
that university aftenvard conferred upon him the degree 
of doctor of laws. On his return to England, bewasiB'^ 
▼ited to succeed the late Rev. Mr. Wiliiaqas, of Gosport, 
This invitation he accepted, and was ordained pastor ia 
1771. His ministrations being, however, unacceptable to 
a minority, occasioned a separation, which by his pru> 
dence and mildness very little intermpted their harmony. 
He generally preached thrice each Sunday, and was con-* 
stant, unremitting, and peculiarly tender and consoling in 
his visits to the sick and afflicted. But at length, through 
the persuasions of some friends, who had discerned his ta- 
lent for disputation, and had witnessed his clear and intimate 
acquaintance with the laws of his country, he was induced 
to change his profession, and enter himself at the Inner- 
Temple. Accordingly he relinquished the ministry in the 
summer of 1776. 

Mr. Watson chiefly resided at Titchfield, a pleasant vil- 
lage in the neighbourhood of Gosport, and there availed 
himself of the professional knowledge of the late Mr. Mis- 
sen^ recorder of Southampton. In August 1777, he mar- 
ried miss Joanna Surges, who then resided with her grand- 
mother at Titchfield. She was the daughter of a'gentleman 
who was long resident at Calcutta. By this union he had 
fourteen children. Soon after his marriage be removed to 
London. 

In 1778, he was elected Fellow of the Royal Society in 
e^ery honourable manner, having previously acquhred the 
friendship of its president sir Joseph Banks, the late Dr. 
Solander, arid several other men of eminence. In the 
autumn of 1780, he was called to the bar, and travelled the 
western circuit, where he alwap met with that reception 
which his friends had promised and his abilities warranted. 
Having commenced- this profession, at this period of his 
life, he deemed it very expedient to be uncommonly as- 
siduous in bis application to the study of the law. This 
attention to business he paid to the last, allowing himself 
little rest, seldom indulging in relaxation of any kind. In 
July 1783, his excellent father departed this life. On his 
removal to London, he had been chosen pastor of a con- 
gregation in the Borough of Southwark, and continued iu 
that relation till his death. At the close of 1787, Mr. 
Watson was called to the rank of serjeant, wi(U Messrs. 
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Runnidgton 9»d MmlM* The ye«r before he was elected 
^recorder of Briidpori io Dorsatshirci and was then so mucb 
•ateemed by tbe corporation, that in tbe last parliament 
be was cbosen one of their representatives without any op^* 
poaitioo. His attendance in the senate was frequent, and 
though be did not signalise bioiaelf so much in debate aa 
some others have done, yet be rendered himself useful as 
a chairman upon several committees^ for which indeed hia 
firmness, tempered with sweetness, admirably qualified 
bim. But be reserved his greatest strength for the India 
tourt of proprietors, of which he was one, and where hQ 
frequently spoke with much applause. 

On the much-lamented death of tbe very celebrated sit 
William Jones, Mr. Watson was appointed to succeed him 
in March 1795^ an honour which be, and every onei 
eonnected with bim, very deeply felt ; but while be waa 
nreparing for bis voyage, bis filial piety suffered a deep 
olow, death depriving bim of bis valuable mother, who de« 
ps^rted this life on the 26tb of April that year. But on |he 
$ih of July, having been previously knighted, thougb 
£ir from agreeable to bis modest disposition, be, accom*. 
panied by bis lady, and two eldest children, set sail fojr 
Calcutta in tbe Berriugton. The voyage was long »nd 
itormy, for they did not reach their destination till Feb. 27, 
1797. It being term-time, on his arrival at Calcutta, be 
wa^ iosmediately called upon to discharge tbe duties of bift 
office, and went through the business with the utmost, spi* 
sit %nd reputation. But a period was soon put to bi^ ficttve 
services, for on April a9tb lie was seized with a fever, of 
which he died May 2. Next day be waa inferred with tber 
cuatomary honours of his rank, his corpse beiug ibllou!e4 
to the grave by a numerous concourse of the gentlemen p( 
the settlement, who had been led to fornii consideraUet ^j^-^ 
pectations of fab merit. ' 

WATSON (John), the historian of Halifax, was eUeH 
ton of Legh Watson by Hester daughter and a^ last beiresa 
of John Yates, of Swinton in Lancasnire, and was bofn^ ^ 
Lyme-cum-Hanley, in the parish of Prestbury, in Che* 
sbire, March 26, 1724. Having been brought up at tbe^ 
grammar-schools of Eccles, Wigan, aa4 M^cbester, all 
in Lancashire, he was admitted a commoner in Braaen-i 
Noie-coUege, O^^ford, April 7, 1742. In Micbafibiiat*' 

1 Oant. M«s« Itrr.— Univ. M«ir. for n9S. 
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term^ 1745, he took the degree of B. A. June 27, 1746, 
he was elected a fellow oF Brazen-Nose college, being 
chosen into a Cheshire Fellowship, as being a Prestburyw 
parish man. On the title oF his Fellowship he was ordained 
a deacon at Chester byv bishop Peploe, Dec. 21, 1749. 
After his year oF probjstion, as Fellow, was ended, and his 
residence at OxFord no longer required, he leFt the college; 
and his first employment in the church was the curacy of 
RuQcorn, in Cheshire ; here he stayed only three months, 
and removed^thence to Ardwick, near Manchester, where 
he was an assistant curate at the chapel there, and private 
tutor to the three sons oF Samuel Birch, oF Ardwick, e^q. 
Daring his residence here, he was privately ordained a priest 
at Chester, by the above bishop Peploe, May 1, 1748, and 
took the degree oF M. A. at OxFord, in act-term the same 
year. From Ardwick he removed to Halifax, and was li- 
censed to the curacy there, Oct. 17, 1750, by Dr. Mat- 
thew Mutton, archbishop oF York. June 1, 1752, he mar- 
ried Susanna, daughter and heiress oF the late rev. Mr* 
Alton, vicar oF Sandbach, in Cheshire, vacating thereby 
bis fellowship at OxFord. Sept. 3, 1754, he was licensed 
hy the above Dr. Hutton, on the presentation oF George 
Legb, LL. D. vicar oF Halifax, to the perpetual curacy of 
Ripponden, in the parish of Halifax. Here he rebuilt this 
curators house, at his own expence, laying out above 400/. 
upon the same, which was more than a Fourth part oF the 
whole sum he there received ; notwithstanding which, his 
nnworthy successor threatened him with a prosecution iii 
the spiritual court, iF he did not allow him ten pounds For 
dilapidations, which, For the sake oF peace, he complied 
with. Feb. 17, 1759, he was elected F. S. A. After his 
first wife^s death, he was married, July 11, 1761, at £a- 
laod, in Halifax parish, to Anne, daughter of Mr. James 
Jaques, of Leeds, merchant. August 17, 1766, he was 
inducted to the rectory of Meningsby, Lincolnshire, which 
ta« resigned in 1769, on being promoted to the rectory of 
Stockport, in Cheshire, worth about 1500/. a year. His 
presentation to this, by sir George Warren, bore dat^ 
July 30, 1769, and he was inducted thereto August the 2d 
following. April 11, 1770, he was appointed one of th^ 
domestic chaplains to the right hon. the earl of Dysari. 
April 24, 1770, having received his dedimus fbr acting a^ 
a justice of the peace in the county oF Chester, he was 
tworn into that office on that day. Oct. 2, 1772, he re- 
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<eeived his dedimus for acting. a« a justice of peace for the 
county of LAncasteti and was sworn in accordingly. His 
principal publication was ^'The History of Halifax/' 1775^ 
4to, whence tFiese particulars are chiefly taken. He died 
March 14, 1783, after finishing for the press, in 2 volsk 
Ata, '* A History of the ancient earls of Warren and Sur- 
rey,** with a view to represent his patron sir George War* 
ren'i claim to those ancient titles ; but it is thought by a 
very acute examiner of the work and judge of the subject, 
.that he has left the matter in very great doubt. 

Mr. Watson's other publications were, 1. '^ A Discourse 
preached at Halifax church, July 28, 1751, 8vo, entitled 
Moderation, or a candid disposition towards those that 
diflFer froui us, recommended and enforced,** 8vo. This 
passed through, a second edition. 2. ** An Apology for his 
conduct yearly, on the 30th of January,'* &vo. To this is 
annexed, a sermon preached at Ripponden chapel, on 
Jan. 30, 1755, entitled '^ Kings should obey the Laws.'* 
3. '^ A Letter to the Clergy of the Church, known by the 
name of Unitas Fratrum, or Moravians, concerning a re- 
loarkable book of hymns used in their congregations, 
pointing out several inconsistencies and absurdities in the 
said book,'* 1756, 8vo. 4. ^' Some account of a Roman 
station lately discovered on the borders of Yorkshire.** 
5. ^* A mistaken passage in Bede's Ecclesiastical History 
explained." 6. ** Druidical remains in or near thit parish 
of Halifax, &c.** These three last are printed in the Ar^ 
chseologia. He had also made collections for the antiqui* 
ties of Chester and of a part of Lancashire. The late Mr. 
Gilbert Wakefield, who married his niece, says, Mr. Wat- 
son was one of the hardest students he ever knew. His 
great excellence was a knowledge of antiquities, but *^ be 
was by no means destitute of poetical fancy; had • written 
some good songs, and was possessed of a most copious coU 
lection of bon-mots, facetious stories, and bumprous com- 
positions of every kind, both in verse and prose, written 
out with uncommon accuracy and neatness.'* From the 
same authority we learn that Mr. Watson had once a hudi- 
brastic controversy with Dr. Byrom of Manchester. ' 

WATSON (Richard)^ a late eminent and learned pre- 
late» was bom in August 1737, at Heversham in West* 
moreland, five miles from Kendal, in which town bis fa^ 

* WstiM*! Hitt. of UalifM.— Ceii«. Litetariti toL I.— Wakcfisld't Memoirt. 
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AeT| a clergyman, was master of the free grammar-school; 
iand t6ok upon himself the whole jcare of bis son^s early 
education. From this seminary he Was sent, in November 
1 754, with a considerable stock of classical learning, a spi- 
rit of persevering industry, and an obstinate provincial ac* 
cent, to Trinity college, Cambridge, where, from the time! 
of4iis admission, he distinguished himself by close appli- 
cation to study, residing constantly, until made a scholar 
in May 1757. He became engaged with private pupils in! 
November following, and took the degree of B. A. (with 
superior credit, being second Wrangler,) in January 1759* 
He was elected fellow of Trinity college in Oct. 1760^^ 
was appointed assistant tutor to Mr. Backhouse in Novem^ 
ber that year ; took the degree of M. A. in 1762, and was 
made moderator, for the first time, in October following. 
He was unanimously elected professor of chemistry in Nov*' 
1764; became one of the head tutors of Trinity college 'n\ 
1767 ; appointed regius professor of divinity (on the deiaith 
ef the learned Dr. Rutherforth) in Oct. 1771, with the rec- 
tory of Somersbam in Huntingdonshire annexed. 
• During a residence of more than thirty years^ he was 
distinguished at one time by the ingenuity of his chemical 
researches; at another^ by his demeanour in the divinity 
chair *. He wrote, within the above period, the following 
papers in the Philosophical Transactions (having been 
elected a fellow of ihe Royal Society in 1769) : " Experi- 
ments and Observations on various Phsenomena attending 
ibe Solution of Salts ;*' ** Remarks on the Effects of Cold 
in February 1771 ;^ ^^ Account of an Experiment made 
with a Thermonaeter, whose Bulb was painted black, and 
exposed to the rays of the Sun ;*' ** Chemical Experiments 
and Observations on Lead Ore ;^' all which were reprinted' 
in the fifth volume of the ^< Chemical Essays.*' In 1768 
he published " Institutiones Metallurgicse,'' 8vo, intended 
as a text-book for that part of his chemical lectures whicb 


. • On ibtt soljjcct « convapwideiit 
io the Oeotleman's Magazioe, who 
fi;n9 himself Clericus Londinensis, af. 
fmrds at the followiof ioforoiatioo :-^ 
" The Iat9 regiaa prafesaoo bishop 
Watsoo, had the siogular qoaliScatioo 
of iapreisiog a aumerout auditory 
vitk the htf heit opiDioa of his abili- 
ties. His eonpreheosive miod grasped 
tfrery subject, and, as moderator, he 
•nited the arbanity of the genUemaa 


with the dignity of \he professor. He 
gave full scope to the iogeouity of the 
respondents, end their oppooenis; and 
delivered his seotimisats with a fluency 
aod elegance which few can attain iu a. 
foreign language. Durinig; sixteen years 
he presided in the cbair, and left the 
learned members of the university u^ 
lament that he was obliged, from bad 
heaUhj to retire to his native coQ«Gy." 
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explained the properties of metallic substances; and ib 
mi, *' A^ Essay on the Subjects of Chemistry and their 
general divisions," 8va 

In 1769, he published an Assize Sermon, preached at 
Cambridge, 4to ; and in 1776, two other sermons preached 
at Cambridge, 4to, which extended his fame beyond the 
precincts of the university; one, on the 29th of May^ 
" The Principles of the Revolution vindicated ;" the other, 
on the "Anniversary of his Majesty's Accession/' 

In 1774, he was presented to a prebend in the church of 
Ely ; and in January 1780, succeeded Dr. Charles Plump- 
tre in the archdeaconry of that diocese. He published a 
sermon preached before the university at the general fast^ 
Feb. 4, 1780; and a discourse delivered to the clergy of 
the archdeaconry of Ely. In August that year he was pre- 
sented by bishop Keene to the rectory of Northwold, in 
Norfolk. 

The principles expressed by Mr. Gibbon, in various parts 
of the *' History of the Rise and Declension of the Roman 
Empire," called forth the zeal of Dr. Watson ; whose 
^* Apology for Christianity, in a series of letters, addressed 
to Edward Gibbon, esq." was published in 1776, 12mo/ 
and several times reprinted. This work is certainly re- 
plete with sound information and reasoning, but it pro- 
duced in the learned historian no diffidence of his own 
powers^ although he did not choose to exert them in con- 
troversy. A correspondence took place on that occasion 
between the antagonists, which is preserved in the Life of 
Gibbon by lord Sheffield. In this, which consists of only 
two short letters, Dr. Watson must, we think, be allowed 
to have carried his politeness or his liberality to the ut- 
most verge *, 

^' Bentifick'Street, Nod. 2, 1776. 

*^ Mr. Gibbon takes the earliest-opportunity of presenting 
his complimenta and thanks to Dr. Watson, and of express- 
ing his sense of the liberal treatment which he has received 
from so candid an adversary. Mr. Gibbon entirely coin- 
cides in opinion with Dr. Waj^tso^i^wthat as their different sen- 
timents, on a very important period of history, are now sob- 
snitted to the public, they both^ofay employ their time in a 
manner much more useful, as well as agreeable, than they 
could possibly do by exhibiting a single combat in the am- 

* lliett letters art tliort, and loo curioiM to be omiCtdL 
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f>bitbe«tre of controversy. Mr« Gibbon is therefore deter- 
mined to resin the temptation of justifying, in a^ professed 
reply, any passages of his history, which might perhaps be 
easily cleared from censure and misapprehension ; but h^ 
atill reserves to himself the privilege of inserting in a fu* 
tore edition some occasional remarks and explanations of 
lits meaning. If any calls of pleasure or business should 
'bring Or. Watson to town, Mr. Gibbon would think himself 
llappy in being permitted to solicit the honour ^f his ac^ 
tquaiutance.'' 

Dr. Watson's answer, it would appear, was not sent fot 
above two years. 

** Sir, Cambridgfy Jan. 14, 1779, 

It will give me the greatest pleasure to have an oppor- 
tunity of becoming better acquainted with Mr. Gibbon, t 
beg he would accept my sincere thanks for the tob flavour- 
able manner in which he has spoken of a performance, 
which derives its chief tntrit from the elegance and impart^ 
ance of the work it Attempts to oppose. I have no hope of d 
Aiture existence, except that which is grounded on thi 
truth of Christianity. I wish not to be deprived of thi^ 
hope ; but I should h^ an apostate from the mild principle 
of the religiott I profess, if I could b^ actuated with the 
least animosity against those who dt) not think with m6 
upon this, of all others, the ttrost important stibject. Tbeg 
your pardon for this dedavation of my belief; but toy t^ih« 
per is naturally open, and it ought asstiredly to be without 
dbguise to a man whom I wtsh no longer to bok upon aft 
an antagonist, btit as b friend. I havte the honour to be^ 
with every sentimieat of respect, your obliged servant, 

R. W.*' 

So extraordinary a letter surely requires no coromT6nt. 

In 1781, he pubttshed a volume of ••Chemical Essays/* 
addressed to his pnpil the duke of Rutland, which was re«- 
ceired with such deserved approbatiiVn, as to induce the 
author to give to tb* worM, at different times, four addi- 
tional volumes of equal merit with the Hrst. It has been 
Btated, that when bishop Watson obtained the professorship 
of chemistry, without much previons knowledge of thai 
science, he deemed it his duty to acquire it ; and accord! n]gly 
studied it with so much industry, as materially to ihjtire bit 
heahh : with what success, his publications on that branch 
of jphilosophy demonstrate. When be was appointed to 
that prefesMvhip, he gave ptiUic lectures, which yret^ 
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attended by numerous audiences ; and bis ^^ Cheimoal Isr 
says** prove that his reputation was npt undeserved. They 
.have passed already through several editions, and are ae* 
counted a valuable manual to those who pursue tiiat branch 
of science. ''The subjects of^ these Essays/* to use the 
author's own words, '' have been chosen, not so much with 
a view of giving a system of Chemistry to the world, as 
with the humble design of conveying, in a popular way, 
a general kind of knowledge to persons not much versed in 
chemical inquiries.*' He accordingly apologizes to che-> 
jnistSy for having explained common matters with, what will 
appear to them, a disgusting minuteness ; and for passing 
over in silence some of the most interesting questions, such 
as those respecting the analysis of air and fire, &c. The 
learned author also apologizes to diviues; whose forgiveness 
be folicits, for having stolen a few hours from the studies 
of his profession, and employed them in the cultivation of 
natural philosophy ; pleading, in his defence, the example 
of some of the greatest characters that ever adorned either 
jthe University of Cambridge, or the. Church of England. ^ 
In the preface to the last of these volumes, he introduces 
the . following observations: ''When I was elected pro- 
fessor of divinity in 1771, I determined to abandon for 
ever the study of chemistry, and I did abandon it for seve» 
^al years ; but the veteris vestigia fiawima still continued 
io delight me^ and at length seduced me from my pur- 
pose. When I was made a bishop in 1782, I again de« 
termined to quit my favourite pursuit : the volume which 
I now offer to the public is a sad proof of the imbecility 
of my resolution. I have on this day, however, offered a 
sacrifice to other people^s notions, I confess, rather than to 
my own opinion of episcopal decorum. I have destroyed 
all my chemical manuscripts. A prospect of returning 
health might have persuaded me to pursue this delightful 
science ; but I have now certainly done with it for ever— 
at least I have taken the most effectual step I could to wean 
myself from an attachment to it : for with the holy zeal of 
the idolaters of old, who had been addicted to curious arts 
*«-I have burned my books.** 

Having been tutor to the late duke of Rutland, when bis 
grace resided at Caq^bridge, Dr. Watson was presented by 
Him t9 the valuable recto|cy of Knaptoft, Leicestershire, in 
1782 ; and in the same year, through the recommendation of' 
the aame noble patroiii was ad vaficed aod cons^rated to tba 
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biAopric of LaDdaff. In consequence of the smaUnest of 
the revenues of the latter. Dr. Watson was allowed to hold 
with it the archdeaconry of Ely, his rectory in Leicester- 
shire^ the divinity professorship, and rectory of Sometsham. 
At that time bis fame for talents and science stood very 
high ; but his politics having taken an impression from the 
party which he had. espoused, and which, though then ad- 
mitted to power, had been in opposition, probably pre^ 
vented bis advancement to a more considerable eminence * 
on the episcopal bench *. Immediately after his promo- 
tion, he published *< A Letter to archbishop Cornwallison 
the Church Revenues," 1783, 4to; recommending a new 
•disposition, by which the bishoprics should be rendered 
^ual to each other in value, and the smaller livings be so 
far increased in income, by a proportionate deduction from 
the richer endowments, as to render them a decent compe-' 
tency. This letter produced several pamphlets in oppo* 
sition to the scheme, which was never afterwards brought 
forward in any other shfipe. In 1784 bishop Watson pub- 
lished '^ A Sermon preached before the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, in the Abbey Church, Westminster, on Friday, 
Jan4 30,*' 4to; and also '* Visitation Articles for the Dio- 
cese of Landaff,*' 4to. 

In 1785, this learned prelate was editor of a ** Collec- 
tion of Theological Tracts, selected from various authors, 
for the use of the younger Students in the University,** 
6 vols. 8vo. This compilation, comprising pieces on the 
most interesting subjects in sacred literature by different 
writers, was intended to form a library of divinity for every 
candidate for holy orders. Some objections, however, have 
been made to it on the score of its not being entirely con- 
fined to the writings of members of the Church of England, 
or at least that it did not exclude some of dubious princi- 
ples. In the same year he published ^^The Wisdom and 
Goodness of God, in having made both Rich and Poor, a 
Sermon,** 4to; and a second edition in 1793. 

In 1786, bishop Watson bad a considerable accession to 
his private fortune, by the death of Mr. Luther, of Ongar 
in Essex; who, having been one of his pupils at Camr 
bridge, retained so great a sense of his worth, that he 

* At the time of U»e kiog*f iUness tionatly advanced by him during the 

in 17S9, bifbop Watioa advocated the American War, and at an early period 

BOqaaliSad right oftbeprinca of Walet of the French Revolotion, had the ef- 

fo atfiHDe the regency^ which, with lecc» it i< supposed* of impeding hit 

some other pditi^ doctrinei ocg»- trantlatioa <o a better hie hopric 
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1>eqiieatbed to hioi an estate^ wbkh wm sold to the earl df 
Egrenont (or 24,000/. 

In 1788 he published ^ Sermons on Pablic Oceasion% 
«ed Tracts on Religions Subjects/' 8vo, consisting chiefly 
of smaller pieces which had before been printed separatelj. 
^' An Address to young Persons after Confirmation, 1789/' 
]2mo, which had been annexed to th» first of bis charges; 
and (anonymous) *' Considerations on the Expediency of 
iwtsing the Liturgy and Articles of the Church of England/* 
17TO, 8vo. On the 27th of February, 1791, bishop Wat- 
ton preached, to a crowded congregation, at the church of 
St. Martin-in-the-Fields, a sermon before the governors of 
the Royal Humane Society, and again pleaded for the 
same Society in 1797, in a sermon at St. Bride's, Fleets- 
street ; but neither of these has been print<ed. His sermon 
for the Westminster Dispensary (preached in 1785), waa 
published in 1792, with an excellent appendix; as well ai 
^* A Charge delivered to the Clergy of bis Diocese in June 
1791," 4to. — *< Two Sermons, preached in the Cathednil 
Church of Landaff, and a Charge delivered to the CJergy 
of that Diocese in June 1795," w^i^ P^^li^^^^ together in 
1795, 4to. The first of these Sermons is a general argu- 
ment against Atheists ; the second, a more particular dis** 
cussion of the evidences for Christianity. The purport of 
the charge is, to recommend theological humility, in op- 
position to dogmatizing. 

In 1796, his lordship's powers in theological controversy 
were called forth on a most important occasion, diough by 
a very iufecior antagonist to Gibbon. Thomas Paine, after 
having evlighiened the world in regard to politics, pro- 
ceeded, in his *< Age of Reason,*' to dispel the clouds in 
which, he impiously conceived, Christianity had for so 
many ages enveloped the world. The arguments of this 
man were abundantly superficial ; but his book was likely - 
to produce greater effect than the writings of the most 
learned infidels. The connexion of his political with his 
religious opinions tended still farther to increase the dan- 
ger ; for atheism and jacobinism at that time went band in 
^and. It was on this occasion that the bishop of Landaff 
atiood fonvard in defence of Christianity, by publishing his 
most seasonable and judicious *^ Apology for the Bible, iir 
a Series of Letters addressed to Thomas Paine,'' 12mo. 
His genius was here rendered pecnliarly conspicuous, by 
bis adopting the popular manner and style of his antago- 
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iiist; and by tbus addressing himself in a particular Plan- 
ner to the comprehensions aiid ideas of those who were 
moftt likely to he misled by the arguments he so very ably 
confuted. By this he in a great measure contributed to 
prevent the pernicious effects of " The Age of Reason^* 
among the lower classes of the community, and /at the 
same time led them to suspect and detest the revolutionary 
and political tenets of the author. The British Criticii^ 
speaking of this apology, say, '^ We hail with much de- 
light the repetition of editions of a book so important to 
the best of causes, the cause of Christianity, as the preseilt. 
It is written in an easy and popular style. The author has 
purposely, and we think wisely, abstained from pourinr 
into it much of that learning which tbe^stores of his mind 
would readily have supplied. He has contented himself 
with answering' every argument or cavil in the plainest and 
clearest manner, not bestowing a superfluous word, or 
citing a superfluous authority for any point whatever.**, 
' From thfe very commencement of the discussions on the 
alave trade, his lordship always stood forward as a strenu- 
ous advocate for its abolition ; and though in the earlier 
years of the eventful contest with France which speedily 
succeeded, he in general recommended pacific measures^ 
yet before its conclusion he because convinced of the ne* 
cessity of prosecuting the war with vigour. His lordship's 
^< Address to the People of Great Britain/' 1798, 8vo, is 
evidently the address of a man, who amidst all the differ* 
ences in matters of less moment, feels honestly for his 
country in the hour of danger, and wishes to unite all 
hands and hearts in her defence. Such a tract from so 
distinguished a character was not likely to pass unnoticed : 
several replies appeared, among which the most intempe- 
rate was that of Gilbert Wakefield. His ** Charge deli- 
vered to the Clergy of LandaflT, is a suitable supplement 
to the '^ Address;" and in 1802 appeared another very ex- 
cellent << Charge to the Clergy of Landaff." In 1803, the 
bishop published '* A Sermon, preached in the Chapel o£ 
the London Hospital, on the 8th of April ;" a powerful an- 
tidote to the mischief produced among the people at large 
by his old antagonist Paine ; of whom he takes occasion 
thus to speak, contrasting him, as an unbeliever, with m 
Isaac Newton as a believer : '^ I think myself justified in 
saying, that a thousand such men are, in understandings 
but as the dust of the balanfc^, when weighed against (Iew« 
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ton;*' siir indubitable truth, most usefully presented to the 
contemplation of the multitude. In the same year ap* 
peared his *^ Thoughts on the intended Invasion," Qvo; 
In '^ The Substance of a Speech intended to have been 
delivered in the House of Lords, Nov. 22, 1803," which was 
printed in 1804, bishop Watson warmly entreats the nation 
to coincide with the measures proposed for the emancipa- 
tion of the catholics, and also states some proposals for free- 
ing the nation of its public burthens by one patriotic effort. 
• The bishop published a Sermon preached at St. George, 
Hanover-square, May 3, 1 804, before the Society for the 
Suppression of Vice ; for which, it cannot be denied, he ' 
pleads with his usual energy ; though it must be admitted, 
the principles and maxims of the society may not be found 
so efficacious towards the wished-for reformation, which is 
levelled nt the lower ranks of society, instead of the higher, 
who are the manifest corrupters of the others, by their ex- 
ample and influence. 

'* A Charge delivered to the Clergy of the Diocese of 
LandaiF in June 1805,*' was published in that year; and 
another in 1808 : — ^* Two Apologies, one for Christianity v^ 

against Gibbon, and the other for the Bible against Paine^ 
published together with two Sermons and a Charge in De- 
fence of Revealed Religion,*' in 1806, 8vo:— ^< A Second 
Defence of Revealed Religion, in two Sermons ; preached 
in the Chapel -royal, St. James's, 1807."-^^' Communica- 
tion to the Board of Agriculture, on Planting and Waste 
Lands/* 1808. His lordship's latest publication was a col- , 

lection of *' Miscellaneous Tracts on Religions, Political,' 
and Agricultural subjects," 1815, 2 vols. 8vo. Some ar- 
ticles by him occur in the Transactions of the Manchester 
Literary and Philosophical Society, of which he was one 
of the earliest members. During the last years of bis life . 

his lordship employed his leisure upon a history of his own J 

times, after the manner of bishop Burnet's celebrated* 
work ; and left directions for its publication after bis de- 
cease. Such a performance from so eminent a character 
will, of course, be expected with no ordinary anxiety by 
the political as well as the literary world, and will throw 
light on those parts of his own character and conduct which 
kave been the subject of some difference of opinion. In 
the mean time it may be said of him, that he was an ex- 
cellent public speaker, both in the pulpit and in the lae- 
■ate ; his action graceful,' bis voice full and harmonious^ 
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Md bit delivery chaste and correct. As far as his imflQenee 
exteodedy he was invariably the, patron of merit. As a 
writer, bishop Watson united tbe knowledge of a scholar 
with the liberality of a gentleman, and in the coarse of a 
long, active, and copspicuons life, his lordsbip^s demean- 
our was marked by tbe characteristics of a very superior 
mind. His partiality to unlimited toleration in regard ta 
religious opinion called down upon him the applauses of 
one part of the community, and tbe censures of tbe other. 
He uniformly exerted his endeavours to procure the aboli- 
tion of the corporation and test-acts. In his private deport* 
ment, though somewhat reserved, he was remarkable for 
the simplicity of bis manners, and the equality of his tem- 
per; enjoying all the emoluments of bis stations, and tbe 
fame arising from his writings, in rural retirement, at Cal- 
garth-park, Westmorland, a beautiful sequestered situa- 
tion on tbe celebrated Lakes, a retreat which he bad tiH>C 
only adorned and improved, but in some measure created, 
and where he passed much of. his time in the indul- 
gence of those deep studies to which his whole life was 
addicted* His plantations here were very extensive, and 
iu 1789 gained him a premium from the Society for tbe 
encouragement of Arts, Manufactures, and Commerces; 
On tbe whole. Dr. Watson may justly be pronounced a 
prelate -of distinguished abilities, learning, research, and 
industry. He had a numerous family, and many distin^ 
guisbed personages, were attached to him by the iies of 
friendship ; amongst whom, the late duke of Gi:afton, to tbe 
9lose of his life, was long one: of the most conspicuous; ' ' 

WATSON (Robert), an elegant historian, was born at 
8t Andrew^s in Scotland, about 1730. He was the son of 
an apothecary of that place, who was also a brewer. Hav- 
ing gone through the usual course of languages and philo- 
sophy at the school and university of St Andrew*s, and 
also entered on tbe study of divinity, a desire of being ac- 
quainted with a larger circle of literati, and of improving 
himself in every branch .of knowledge, carried him, firsts 
to the university of Glasgow, and afterwards to that of 
Edinburgh. The period of theological studies at the uni- 
versities of Scotland is four years; but during that time 
young men of ingenicius miuds (^nd sufficient lebure to 
carry on and advance the .pursuits of general knowledge. 
Few men studied more constaiitly than Mr. Watson. It 

" ' * > Oeot. Ufig. for 1816. 
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WM 8 rule with him to' study eight hours every day ; and 
this law he observed during the whole coarse of his life; 
An acquaintance with the polite writers of England, after 
the union of the two kingdoms, became general in Scot- 
land ; and in Watson*s younger years, an emulation began 
to prevail of writing pure and elegant English. Mr. Wat- 
son applied himself with great industry to the principles of 
philosophical or universal grammar ; and by a combination 
of these, with the authority of the best English writers, 
formed a course of lectures on style or language. He pro- 
ceeded to the study of rhetoric or eloquence ; the princi- 
ples of which he endeavoured to trace to the nature of the 
kuman mind. On these subjects he delivered a course of 
lectures at Edinburgh, similar to what Dr. Adam Smith had 
delivered in the same city previous to bis removal to Gtas- 
gov in 1751. To this he was encouraged by lord Karnes, 
who judged very favourably of his literary taste and ac- 
quirements; and the scheme was equally successful in Wat- 
son's as in Smithes hands. 

At this time he had become a preacher ; and a vacancy 
having happened in one of the churches of St. Andrew*^, 
he ofifered himself a candidate for that living, but was dis- 
appointed, yet he succeeded in what proved more advan- 
tageous. Mr. Henry Rymer, who then taught logic at St. 
Salvador's college, was in a very infirm stake of health, 
and entertaining thoughts of retiring. Mr. Watson pur-^ 
chased, for no great sum of money, what, in fiuniKai^ 
phraseology, may be termed the good-will of Mr. Rymer*a 
place ; and with the consent of the other masters of St. 
Salvador's, was appointed professor of logic. He obtained 
also a patent from the crown, constituting him professor of 
rhetoric and belles-lettres. The study of logic in St. An- 
drew's, as in most other places, was at this time confined 
to syllogisms, modes, and figores. Mr. Watson, whose 
niod had been opened by conversation, and by reading 
the writings of the literati who had begun to flourish in the 
Scotch eapital, prepared, and read to his students, a 
courie of metaphysics and logic on the most enlightened 
plan; in which he analyzed the powers of the mind, and 
entered deeply into the nature of truth or knowledge. On 
the death of principal TuUidelph, Dr. Watson, through 
the interest of the earl of Kionoul, was appointed his sue- 
cessor, in which sution he liv^d only a few years, dying 
in 1780. He is chiefly \nown in tht literary world by his 
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<< History of Pbiltp IL" a verj interesting portion of kit- 
torj, and in which t|ke English^ under queen Elizabeth, 
kad a coasidefable share. He wrote also the history of 
Philip IIL but lived only to complete four books ; tbe last 
two were written^ and the whole published in 4to, 1783 
(afterwards reprinted in 2 vols. 8vo), by Dr. William Thorn* 
son, at the desire of the guardians of Dr. Watson's chil- 
dren, whom he had by his wife, who was daughter to 
Mr, Shaw, professor of divinity in St. Mary's-collegei St. * 
Andrew*H. ^ 

WATSON (Thomas), a Roman catholic prelate in the 
reign of queen Mary, was educated at St. «)ohn's-college, 
Ciambridge, of which he was elected fellow, and in IBM 
master. In November of the same year the queen gav« 
him the deanery of Durham, vacant by the deprivation of 
Robert Home. He had previously to this been for soma 
time chaplain to Gardiner, bishop of Winchester, and was 
equally hostile to the reforoied religion. In April 1554, 
ke WM incorporated D. D. at Oxford, and in August \S57^ 
was consecrated bishop of Lincoln, in this see he re« 
jmniaed until the accession of queen Elizabeth, when he 
was deprived on account of deuying the queen^s supre* 
■lacy ; and remaining inBexibie in his adherence to popery, 
he sufihred confinement in or near London until 1580, 
when he was removed to Wisbech-castle, together wttk 
she abbot Feckenbam, and several others. He died there 
Sept. 25, 1582, and was interred in the church-yard of 
'Wisbech. He held several conferences with those of the 
refiormed religion, and particularly was one of those ap-> 
painted to confer with, or rather sit in judgment en Cran- 
mer, Ridley, and Latimer, previously to their execution 
at Oxford. For some time be was confined in Grindal^s 
hoiiise, and tl>at prelate wished to converse calmly with 
him on the points in dispute at that time, but he answered 
that he would not enter into conference with any man. 
Watson is represented as of a sour and nsorose temper.- 
Of his works we have heard only of, I . ^* Two Sermons 
before queen Mary, on the real presence and sacrifice of 
the mass," Lond. 1554, 8vo. 2. ^* Wholesome and Ca- 
tbohe doetrioe concemiag the seven Sacraments, in thirty 
Sermons,'* ibid. 1558, 4to. Dodd mentions as his anta- 
gonists or i^iswerersy ^ A Sermon against Thomas Wat**. 

^ aw^dopadU Brit«yaiott.-<p-WoodhoiiMlt«\» Life of Lord Kames. 
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100*8 two Sermoofl, by which he would prove the real pre^ 
sence," ibid. 1569^ 4tOy by Robert Crowley ; and ^'Ques-* 
tio in Tbomam Wat^onium £pisc. Lincoln, aiiosque, super 
qiiibusdain articulis de bulla papali contra reginam Eliz." 
Francfort, 1621. 

Bishop Watson has been confounded by Wood, Dodd^ 
aud others, with Thomas Watson, the sonnettecr, and they 
have attributed to the prelate the translation of the ** Anti-r 
gone" of Sophocles, which belongs to the other. Bishotv 
Watson, indeed, who appears to have been at one time a 
polUe scholar, composed a Latin tragedy called <' Absaioo ;" 
but this he would not allow to be printed because in locis 
paribus f anapaestus was twice or thrice used, instead of 
iambu0.^* 

Of Watspn, the sonnetteer, we have very little personal 
history. He was a native of London, aud educated at 
Oxford, where he applied all his studies to poetry and 
romance, in which he obtained an honourable name. Art 
ample account of his various productions, valuable raritiea 
in the poetico*commercial world, may be seen in our aa«« 
thoritles. He is supposed to have outlived his namesake^ 
the prelate, aitd died in 159! or 1592. * 

WATSON (Thomas), a nonconformist divine of con*' 
aiderable eminence, was educated at Emmanuel college, 
Cambridge, where he was remarked to be a very hard stu** 
dent^ In 1646, he became rector of St. Stephen^ Wal- 
brook, by the sequestration of his predecessor, and was a 
preacher of gpreat fame and popularity until the restoration, 
when he wa^ ejected for nonconformity. In other respecta 
be • was a man rather of loyal principles, and besides a vi* 
gorous opposition to the m/easures adopted against the life< 
of Charles 1. and a remonstrance to Cromwell against the 
murder of that sovereign, he was concerned in what waa 
.called Lovers plot to bring in Charles II. and was for some 
time imprisoned fn the Tower on that account. After hia 
ejectment from St. Stephen* s, Walbrook, he occasionally 
preached where he could with safety, until undulgence 
being granted in 1672, he fitted up the great hall in Crosby 
House, Bishopsgate-street, which then belonged to sir John 
Langham, a nonconformist, and preached there several 

> Atb.Ox. Tol. I.^Do<M*8Ch. Hist.— Hntcbinvon^t Darbam, vol. IT. p. 117. 
— atrype't Oribdah |>- ''^ --0€at« Mag. ^. iXlih and LXViU.-.C6ot. liu 
Tol. I.— Phitipt'i TheaUWB, by tir B. Brjdfts.»StUt*s Sp«ciQicsB.<— Biblio* 
grapber, vol. IV<^Warl6S's Uiit. «f PMtiy. 
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years. At length he retired to Essex, where he died sud* 
denly, as is ^supposed about 1689 or 1690. The time^ 
either of his birth or death, is no where mentioned. He 
published a variety of small works on practical subjects, 
particularly " The Art of Divine Contentment,'*, which 
has gone through several editions; but his greatest work is 
his ** Body of Divinity,** 1692, fol. consisting of a series of 
sermons on the Assembly's Catechism, reprinted a few 
years ago in 2 vols. 8vo. ^ 

WATSON (Sir Wiluam), eminent for his skill in botany 
and electricity, was born in 1715, in St. John's-street^ 
near Smithfield, where his father was a reputable trades* 
man. He was educated at Merchant Taylors* school, and 
in 1730 was apprenticed to Mr. Richardson, an apothecary.* 
In his youth he had a strong propensity to the study of 
natural history, and particularly to that of plants. This 
led him to make frequent excursions in a morning, several 
miles from London ; so that he became early well ac^ 
quainted with the indigeuous plants of the environs of Lon- 
don ; and, during his apprenticeship, he gained the ho- 
norary premium given annually by the apothecaries com- 
pany to such young men as exhibit a superiority in the 
knowledge of plants. In 1738 Mr. Watson married, and 
set up in business for himself. His skill and diligence in 
his profession soon distinguished him among his acqu2Cint-< 
ance, as did his taste for natural history and his general 
knowledge of philosophical subjects among the members of 
the royal society, into which learned body he was elected 
in 1741 ; his first two communications being printed in the 
41st volume of the Philosophical Transactions. 

Soon after his admission he distinguished himself as at 
botanist, and communicated some ingenious papers to the 
society, which are printed in their Transactions, particu- 
larly ^' Critical remarks on the Rev. Mr. Pickering^s paper 
concerning the Seeds of Mushrooms,*' which that gentle- 
roan considered as a new discovery, whereas Mr. Watson 
shewed that they had been demonstrated several years prior 
to that period by M. Micheli, in his " Nova plantarum 
genera,'* printed at Florence in 1729. But that which at- 
tracted the attention of foreign botanists mostly, was his 
description of a rare and elegant spec'fes of fungus, called 

1 CaUiAy.^wnfon^s Hist, of DitscDting Churches.— Cole's MS. Athfnte Cod- 
Ub« ia Brit. Mas. 
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from its form geasier. This was written in Latin, and ac« 
companied with an engraving. 

In 1748 Mr. Watson h^d an opportunity of showing at- 
tention to M. Kalm, during his abode in England, which 
was from February till August, when he embarked for 
America. He introduced him to the curious gardens, and 
accompanied him in several botanical excursions in the 
environs of London. This eminent pupil of Linnseus, who 
was a Swedish divine, on his return home, became pro* 
fessor of oeconomy at Abo, where he died Nov. 16, 1779. 
(See Kalm.) The same civilities were manifested by Dr. 
Watson to the eminent Dr. Pallas, of Petersburgh, during 
his abode in England, which was from July 1761 to April 
1762. 

In 1749, in company with Dr. Mitcfaeit, Mr. Watson 
examined the remains of the garden formerly belonging to 
the Tradescants. They found the arbutus, and the cu- 
pressus Americana, with other exotics, in a vigorous state, 
after having sustained the iVinters of this climate for one 
hundred and twenty years. This situation had also af- 
forded a proof, not often exemplified, of the large size 
to which the common buckthorn will grow. They found 
one about twenty feet high, and near a foot in diameter. 
In 1751 were laid before the public some very curious and 
interesting particulars relating to the sexes of plants, which 
tended to confirm the truth of that doctrine in a remarkable 
manner. These were occasioned by a letter from Mr. My- 
lins, of Berlin, informing Mr. Watson that a tree of the 
palma viajor foliis flabdliJomiibuSf whichj although it had 
borne fruit for thirty years past, bad never brought any to 
perfection until the flowers of a male tree, brought from 
Leipsic, twenty German miles distant, had been suspended 
over its branches. After this opecation, the tree yielded 
the first year above one hundred, and the second, upon 
repeating the experiment, above two thousand ripe fruit; 
from which eleven young palm-trees had been propagated. 

Mr. Watson paid the same tribute, in 1751, to the me- 
mory of Dr. Henry Compton, bishop of London, the friend 
and patron of Mr. Ray, as be had done to that of the 
Tradescants; and gives a list of thirty-three exotic trees, 
which were then remaining in the garden at Fulbam. From 
this cati^ogue may be inferred, not only the original splen- 
dour oi the garden, and the zeal and taste the bishop 
shewed in the cultivatioa of such numerous curiosities^ but 
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iht facility with which trees of very different latitudes may 
become naturalized in EngKind. 

In the 45th volume of the Philosophical Transactions, we 
find "an account of the cinnamon-tree;" occasioned by a 
large specimen^ equal in size to a walking cane, sent over 
by Mr. Robins to Dr. L^atherland, and which was exhibited 
to the inspection of the royal society. From this account 
we learn that three cinnamon trees, which were ^intended 
to have been sent to Jamaica, were growing in the garden 
of Hampton Court in the reign of king William. 

Mr. Watson, about this time, was the first, his biographer 
apprehends, who communicated to the English reader an 
account of a revolution which was about to take place 
among the* learned, in botany and zoology, respecting the 
removal of a large body of marine productions, which had 
heretofore been ranked among vegetables ; but which were 
now proved to be of animal origin, and stand under the 
name of zoophytes, in the present system of nature. It 
aaay be easily seen that this respects the corals, corallines, 
eichariB, madrepores, sponges, &c. ; and although eveii Ges-^ 
ner, Imperatus, and Rumphius, had some obscure ideas 
relating to the dubious structure of this class, yet the full 
discovery that these substances were the fabrications of 
polypes, was owing to M. Peyssonnel, physician at dia- 
daloupe. This gentleman^had imbibed this opinion first in 
1793, at Marseilles, and confirmed it in 1725, on the coast 
of Barbary^ While at Guadaloupe he wrote a volume of 
400 pages in 4to, in proof of this subject, which he trans- 
mitted in manuscript to the royal society of London. It 
was afterwards translated, analyzed, and abridged in 1752 
brMr. Watson, and published in vol. XLVII. of the Phi- 
losophical Transactions, at a time when the learned were 
wavering in their opinions on this matter. 

Omitting the very minute account which t)r. Pu'lleney 
has given of every botanical communication made by Mr. 
Watson, we may observe that his talents rendered him a' 
welcome visitor to sir Hans Sloane, who had retired to Chel- 
sea in 1740. In fact, he enjoyed no small share of the fa- 
vour and esteem of that veteran in science, and was ho- 
noured so far, as to be nominated one of the trustees of the 
British Museum by sir Hans himself. After ils establish- 
ment in Montague house, Mr. Watson was very assiduous, 
not only in the internal arrangement of subjects, but also 
ta procuring the garden to be furnished with plants, inso^ 
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much that, in the first year of its establishment, hi 17 56, 
it contained no fewer than 600 species, all in a flourishing 
state. 

Nothing however contributed so much to extend Mr. 
Watson's fame as his discoveries in electricity. He took 
«p this subject about 1744, and made several important 
discoveries in it< At this time it was no small advancement 
in the progress of electricity, to l^e able to fire spirit of 
wine« He was the first in England who effected this, and 
be performed it, both by the direct ^nd the repulsive power 
of electricity. He afterwards fired inflammable matter, 
gunpowder, and inflammable oils, by the same means. He 
also instituted (Several other experiments, which helped to 
enlarge the power of the electrician ; but the most import* 
ant of his discoveries was, the proving that the electric 
power was not created by the globe or tube, but only coU 
lected by it. Dr. Franklin and Mr. Wilson were alike 
fortunate about the same time. It is easy to see the ex- 
treme utility of this discovery in conducting all subsequent 
experiments. It soon led to what be called ^^ the circula* 
tion of the electric matter." 

Besides these valuable discoveries, the historian of elec- 
tricity informs us that Mr. Watson first observed the dif- 
ferent colour of the spark, as drawn from different bodies ; 
that electricity suffiered no refraction in passing through 
glass ; that the power of electricity was not affected by the 
presence or absence of fire, since the sparks were equally 
strong from a freezing mixture, as from red-hot iron ; that 
flame and smoke were conductors of electricity ; and that 
the stroke was, as the points of contact of the non-electrics 
on the outside of the glass. This investigation led to the 
coating of phials, in order to increase the power of accu« 
mulation ; and qualified him eminently to be the princi* 
pal actor in those famous experiments, which were made 
on the Thames, and at Shooter's Hill, in 1747 and 1748 ; 
in one of which the electrical circuit was extended four 
miles, in order to prove the velocity of electricity ; the re- 
sult of which convinced the attendants that it was install- 
laueous. 

It ought also to be remembered, that Mr. Watson con- 
ducted some other experiments, with so much sagacity and 
address, relating to the impracticability of transmitting 
odours, and the power of purgatives, through glass ; and 
those relating to the exhibition of what was called the 
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glory rovnd the head/' or the '* beatification," b&asted 
to have been done by some philosophers on the continent ; 
that be procured, at length, an acknowledgment from Mr. 
Bose, of what he called <^ an embellishment/' nn conduct- 
-ing the experiments ; a procedure totally incompatible 
with, the true spirit of a philosopher ! 

Mr./Watson's first papers on the subject of electricity 
were addressed, in three letters, to Martin Folkes, esq. 
president of the royal society, dated in March, April, and 
October, 1745, and were published in the Philosophical 
Transactions, under the title of ^* Experiments and obser- 
rations tending to illustrate the nature and properties of 
electricity." These were followed in the beginning of the 
next year (1746) by <^ Farther Experiments, &c.;" and 
these by .^*A sequel to the Experiments," &c. These 
tracts were collected, and, separately published in octavo, 
and reached to a third or fourth edition. They were of so 
interesting a nature that they gave him the lead, as it were, 
in this branch of philosophy ; and were not only the means 
of raising him to a high degree of estimation at home, 
but of extending his fame throughout all Europe. His 
house became the resort of the most ingenious and illus- 
trious experimental philosophers that England could boast. 
Several of the nobility attended on these occasions ; and 
his present majesty George II L when prince of Wales, ho- 
noured him with his presence. In fact there needs no 
greater confirmation of his merit, at that early time, as 
an electrician, than the public testimony conferred upon 
him by the royal society, which, in 1745, presented him 
with sir Godfrey Copley's medal, for his discoveries in 
electricity. 

After this mark of distinction, Mr. Watson continued to 
prosecute electrical studies and experiments, and to write 
on the subject for many years. In 1772 he was appointed 
by the royal society to examine into the state of the pow- 
der magazines at Purfleet, and with the hon. Mr. Caven- 
dish, Dr. Franklin, and Mr. Robertson, fixed on pointed 
conductors as preferable to blunt ones ; and again, was of 
the committee in 1778^ after the experiments of Mr. Wil- 
son in the Pantheon. 

' Those who wer^ acquainted with the extent of Mr. Wat- 
son'si knowledge in the practice of physic, in natural his- 
tory, and experimental philosophy, were not surprised to 
see (lim rise into the higher rank of his profession. This 
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event took place in 1157^ previous to which be haf] been 
chosen a member of the royal academy of Madrid, and he 
was c;'eated doctor of physic by the university of Halle. 
The same honour was conferred upon him by that of Wit* 
temberg about the same time, soon after which he was dis-* 
franchised from the company of apothecaries. In 1759 he 
became a licentiate in the college of physicians. This al- 
teration in his circumstances, hazardous as it might be 
considered by some, occasioned no diminution in his emo- 
luments, but far the contrary. He had before this time 
removed from Aldersgate-street to Lincoln's- inn-fields, 
where he lived the remainder of his Jays : and now he 
found himself at greater liberty to pursue his studies, and 
carry on at giore leisure the extensive literar}' connexion in 
which he was engaged both at home and abroad. In Oct. 
1762 he was chosen oiie of tiie physicians to the Found*^ 
ling Hospital, which office he held during the remainder 
of his life. t 

In 1768 Dr. Watson published '* An account of a series 
of Experiments, instituted with a view of ascertaining the 
most successful method of inoculating the SmatUpox,'' 8vo. 
These experiments were designed to prove whether there 
was any specific virtue in preparing medicines; whether 
the disease was more favourable when the matter was taken 
from the natural or the artificial pock ; and whether the 
crude lymph, or the highly concocted matter, produced 
different effects. The result was, what succeeding and 
ample experience confirmed, that after due abstinence 
from animal food, and heating liquors, it is of small im- 
portance what kind of variolous matter is used ; and that 
no preparatory specifics are to be regarded. Dr. Watson 
also published various papers in ^* The London Medical 
Observations," and other similar works, of which it is un- 
necessary to give a detailed account, as they are well 
known to medical practitioners. 

As Dr. Watson lived in intimacy with the most illustrious 
and learned fellows of the royal society, so he was himself 
one of its most active members, and ever zealous in pro- 
moting the ends of that institution. For many years be 
was a frequent member of the council ; and, during the 
presidentship of sir John Pringte, was elected one of the 
vice-presidents ; which honourable ofHce he continued to 
fill to thje end of his days. He was a most constant attend* 
ant on the public meetings of the society ; and on the pn^ 
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vM*e associations of its membprs, especially on that for- 
aiarly held every Thursday, at the Mitre in Fleet-street, 
and afterwards at the Crown and Anchor tavern in the 
Strand. In 17S4, Dr. Watson was chosen a fellow of the 
KoyaJ-college of Physicians ; and made one of the elects ; 
and>. tvi 1786, be bad the honour of knighthood conferred 
upon him ; being one of the body deputed by the college 
to congratulate bis majesty on bis escape from assassi- 
nation. 

In general sir William Watson enjoyed a firm state of 
health. It was sometimes interrupted by fits of the gout ; 
but these seUlom confined him long to the house. In 
1786, the decline of his health was very visible to his 
friends, and bis strength was greatly diminished, together 
with much of that vivacity which so strongly marked bis 
character.- He died May 10, 1787. 

Sir William Watson bad a natural activity both of mind 
and body that never allowed him to be indolent in the 
slightest degree. < He was a most exact oeconomist of his 
time, and throughout life a very early riser^ being i>p 
usually in summer at six o'clock, and frequently sooner ; 
thus securing to himself daily -two or three uninterrupted 
hours for study. In his, younger days, these early ho«irs 
were frequently given tip to the purposes of simpling; 
hut, in riper years, they were devoted to study. He read 
much and carefully ; and his ardent and unremitting de* 
aire to be acquainted with the progress of all those sciences 
which were hisobjects, joined to a vigorous and retentive me- 
mory, enabled him to treasure up a vast stock of knowledge* 
What he thus acquired be freely dispensed. His mode of 
conveying information was ^lear, forcible, and energetic. 
His attention, however, \vas by no means confined to the sub- 
jects of his own profession, or those of philosophy at large. 
He was a careful observer of men, and of the manners of 
the age; and the extraordinarji endowment of his memory 
had furnished him with a great variety of interesting and 
entertaining anecdotes concerning the characters and cir- 
cumstances of his time. On aU subjects^ bis liberal and 
communicative disposition, and his courteous behavioufi 
encottvaged inquiry ; and those vvho sought for informa- 
tion from him, seldom departed without it. In bis epis- 
tolary correipondence he was copiot^^s and precise ; and sux:h 
as enjoyed the privilege and pleasure of it experienced in 
bis punctuality another qualification which greatly enban- 


248 WATSON. 

ced itg value. It appears by the character his biographer 
has given of him, of which the preceding is a part, that he 
was not less estimable in private than in public life. ' 

WATT, (Joachim.) Sec VADIANUS. 

WATTEAU (Anthony), a French painter, wa<i bom 
at Valenciennes in 1684, of mean parents, who were ill 
able to cultivate his genius as it deserved. lie was placed 
at first under an ordinary master in the country; but his 
ambition led him to Paris, where he was eipployed in the 
theatre by a scene painter. Here his 'genius began to 
distinguish itself, and aspired to a prize in the academy, 
which he gained. He found means afterwards to obtain 
the king's pension, which enabled him to see Rome, on 
which his heart had long been set. Here he was, much 
taken notice of; as he was afterwards in England, where 
be spent a full year. His health declining, he returned 
into his own country with a view to establish it; but the 
experiment failed, and he died in the flower of his age in 
1721, a martyr, as is commonly supposed, to industry. 
Watteau was a painter of great merit, considering his age 
and disadvantages. Every thing he gained was from him- 
self. He had not only his own taleots to form ; but he had 
bad habits, contracted from bad roasters, to overcome. In 
^pite of all his difficulties, he became a vbry eminent 
painter ; and his works are thought worthy pf a place in 
the most curious cabinets. Vandyck and Rubens ;were the 
masters he copied after his studies became liberal. He 
painted chiefly conversatiou'^pieces, in which the airs of his 
heads are much admired. It is thought he would have ex- 
celled in history if he had studied it. He left behind him 
a great number of drawings ; 9ome of which are done in red, 
others in black, chalk ; and jaiany there are in which both 
are mixed.s 

Lord Orford, who has included Watteau among his 
painters, allows that England has but very slight pretensions 
to him, be having come hither only to consult Dr. Mead, 
for whom be painted two pictures, that were sold in the 
doctor's collection. He objects to Watteau, and it is a 
very serious objectipn, that in his landscapes, he did not 
copy his trees from nature, but from those of the Tuilleries 
and villas near Paris, where they are trimmed into fantas- 
tical shapes. ' 

■ 

1 Fulteney'i Sketches.— Thprnson's Hist, of the Royal Socielj. 
9 Pilkiogton.— Argenviile, vol. IV,— Walpole's Anecdotes. 
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WATTS (Isaac), a very celebrated dissenter, was born 
at Southampton, July 17, 1674. His father was the mas- 
ter of a boarding-'school in that town, of very considerable 
reputation. He was a sufferer for non-conformity in the time 
of Charles 11. and when at one time in prison, his wife, it 
is said, was seen sitting on a stone, near the prison-door, 
suckling her son Isaac. 

This son, the eldest of nine children, was a remarkable 
instance of early attention to books. He began to learn 
Latin at the age of four, probably at , home, and was 
afterwards taught Latin, Greek, and Hebrew, by the Rev. 
John Pinborne, roaster of the free-school at Southampton, 
rector of All-Saints in the same place, prebendary of Leck- 
ford, and vicar of Eling in the New Forest. To this gen- 
tleman Mr. Watts afterwards inscribed an elegant Latin 
ode, which is inserted among his ^^ Lyric Poems." The 
proficiency he made at this school induced some persons of 
property to raise a sum sufficient to maintain him atone 
of the universities; but his determination was soon fixed 
to remain among the dissenters, with whom his ancestors 
had long been connected. In 1690, he went to an aca-^ 
demy superintended by the Rev. Thomas Rowe, where he 
had for his companioRs Hughes the poet, and Horte, after- 
wards archbishop of Tuam, Mr. Samuel Say, afterwards 
an eminent preacher among the dissenters, and other per- 
sons of literary eminence. It is well known that Dr. Watts 
strove ta wean Hughes from his attachment to the stage. 
In 1693, be joined the congregation which was under the 
care of Mr. Rowe, as a communicant. 

His application at this academy was very intense, and 
perhaps few young men' have laid in a larger stock of va- 
rious knowledge. The late Dr. Gibbons was in possession 
of a large volume in bis hand -writing, containing twenty-two 
Latin dissertations upon curious and important subjects, 
which were evidently written when at this academy, and, 
says Dr. Johnson, ^* shew a degree of knowledge, both 
philosophical and theological, such as very few attain by 
a much longer course of study.** His leisure hours seem 
to have: been very early occupied in poetical efforts. He 
was, as he hints in his miscellanies, a maker of versds 
from fifteen to fifty, and in his youth he appears to have 
paid attention to Latin poetry. His verses to bis brother, 
in the glyconick measure, written when he was seventeen, 
are remarkably easy and elegant. Some of his other odes. 
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says Dr. Johnson, are deformed by the Pindaric Iblly 
then prevailingi and are written with such neglect of all 
metrical rules, as is without example among the aacienti; 
but bis diction, though perhaps not always exactly pure^ 
bas such copiousness and splendour, as shows that he was 
but a very little distance from excellence* The same bio- 
grapher informs us, that '^ bis method of stud}' was, to 
impress the contents of his books upon his memory by 
abridging them, and by interleaving them to amplify one 
system withsupplements from another/' To this Mr. Pal- 
mer adds, that it was bis custom to make remarks ii> tb« 
margin of bis books, and in the blank leaves, to write an 
•account of what was most distinguishing in tbem, to insert 
•bis opinion of the whole, to state bis objections to what be 
thought exceptionable, and to illustrate and confirm what 
appeared to him just and important. 

At the age of twenty be left the academy, and spent two 
years in study and devotion at the bouse of his father, wbcr 
treated him with great tenderness ; and had the happiness 
indulged to few parents, of living to see his son eminent for 
literature, and venerable for piety. 

At the end of this time, he was invited by sir John Uar*^ 
topp, to reside in bis family, at Stoke Newington, near 
London, 'as tutor to his son. Here he remained about four 
or five years, and on his birtb-day that completed his tweu* 
ty*fourth year, in 169S, preached hi» first sermon, aod was 
chosen assistant to Dr. Chauncy, minister of the coogre* 
gatiun in Mark- lane. About three years after, he was ap- 
pointed to succeed Dr. Chauncy ; but had scarce entered 
on this charge when he whs so interrupted by illness, as to 
render an assistant necessary ; and after an inteival of health 
be was again seized by a fever which left a weakness that 
never wholly abated, and, in a great measure checked the 
usefulness of bis public labours. 

While in this afflicting situation, he was received into 
the bouse of sir Thomas Abney, of Newington, knight, and 
alderman of London, where he was entertained with the 
utmost tenderness, friendship, and liberality, for the space 
of tbirty-six years. Sir Thomas died about eight years after 
Dr. Watts became an inmate in bis family : but he conti- 
nued with lady Abney^ and her daughters, to the eiul of bis 
life. Lady Abney died about a year after him ; and tbeJasC 
of the family, Mrs. £lizabeth Abney, in 1782. 
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* ** A coftiition like tbis/' says Dr. Johnson, *^ a state in 
which the notions of patronage and dependence were over* 
powered by the perception of reciprocal benefits^ deserves 
a particular memorial ; and I will not withhold from the 
reader Dr. Gibbons's representation, to which regard is to 
be paid, as to the narrative of one who writes what he knows, 
and what is known likewise to multitudes besides/* 

The passage thus elegantly alluded to is as follows: 
*' Our next observation shall be made upon that remark- 
ably kind providence which brought the doctor into sir 
Thomas Abney*s family, atid continued him there till his 
death, a period of no less than thirty-six years.' In the 
midst of his sacred labours for the glory of God, and good 
of his generation, he is seized with a most violent and 
threatening fever, which leaves. him oppressed with great 
weakness^ and puts a stop at least to liis public services 
for four years. In this distressing season, doubly so to his 
active and pious spirit, he is invited to sir Thomas Abney's 
figimily, nor ever removes from it till he had finished his 
days. Here he enjoyed the uninterrupted demonstrations 
of the truest friendship. Here, without any care of hit 
own, he had every thing which could contribute to the en- 
joyment of life, and favour the unwearied pursuits of his 
studies. Here he dwelt in a family, which for piety, order, 
harmony, and every virtue, was an house of God.- Here 
be had the privilege of a country recess, the fragrant bower, 
the spreading lawn, the flowery garden, and other advan- 
tages, to sooth his mind and aid his restoration to health ; 
to yield him, whenever he chose them, most grateful inter* 
vals from his laborious studies, and enable him to return to 
them with redoubled vigour and delight. Had it not been 
for this most happy event, he might, as to outward view, 
have feebly, it may be painfully, dragged on through many 
more years of languor, and inability for public service, and 
even for profitable study, or perhaps might have sunk ihto 
his grave undc^r the overwhelming load of infirmities in the 
midst of his days ; and thus the church and world would 
have been deprived of those many excellent sermons and 
works, which he drew up and published during his long 
residence in this family. In a few years after his coming 
thither, sir Thomas Abney dies : but his amiable consort 
survives, who shews the doctor the same respeot and friend- 
ship as before, and most happily for him, and 'great num- 
bers besides, for, as her riches were great, her generosity 
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and munificence were in full proportion : her thread of life 
was drawu out to a great age, even beyond that of the doc* 
tor's -y and thus this excellent man, through her kindness, 
and that of her daughter, the present (1780) Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Abney, who in a like degree esteemed and honoured 
him, enjoyed all the benefits and felicities he experienced 
at his first entrance into this family, till his days were num- 
bered and finished, and, like a shock of corn in its seasoui 
he ascended into the regions of perfect and immortal life 
and joy.'' 

In this retreat, he wrote the whole or nearly the whole 
of those works which have immortalized bis name as a 
divine, po6t, and philosopher. He occasionally preached, 
and in the pulpit, says Dr. Johnson, though his low stature, 
which very little exceeded five feet, graced him with no 
advantages of appearance, yet the gravity and propriety of 
his utterance made his discourses very efficacious. Such 
was his flow of thoughts, and such his promptitude of lan- 
guage, that in the latter part of his life he did not precoma 
pose his Qursory sermons ; but having adjusted the heads, 
and sketched out some particulars, trusted for success to 
his extemporary powers. 

He continued many years to study and to preach, and to 
do good by his instruction and example, till at last the in- 
firmities of age disabled him from the more laborious part 
of his ministerial functions, and being no longer capable of 
public duty, he offered to remit the salary appendant to it, 
but his congregation would not accept the resignation. 
His income did not exceed one hundred pounds, of which 
be allowed one' third to the poor. 

His death was distinguished by steady faith and compo- 
sure, and deprived the world of his useful labours and ex- 
ample, Nov. 25, 1748, in the seventy-fifth year of his age. 
He expired in that house where his life bad been prolonged 
and made comfortable by a long continuance of kind and 
tender attentions, of which there are few examples. 

Dr. Johnson's character of him, in that admirable life he 
wrote for the English poets, may be received with confi- 
dence. Few men have left such purity of character, or 
such monuments of laborious piety. He has provided in* 
struction for all ages, from those who are lisping their first 
lessons, to the enlightened readers of Malbranche and 
Locke ; be has left neither corporeal nor spiritual nature 
unexamined ; he has taught the art of reasoning, and the 
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science of the stars. His character, therefore, must be 
formed from the multiplicity and diversity of his attain- 
ments, rather than from any single performance, for it 
would not be safe to claim for him the highest rank in any 
•ingle denomination of literary dignity; yet perhaps there 
was nothing in which he would not have excelled, if he 
had not divided his powers to different pursuits. 

His entire works have been published in six volumes 
quarto, and more recently in octavo ; but some pieces pub- 
lished under the title of his ^^ Posthumous works," are con- 
sidered as spurious, with the exception of his letters to his 
friends, which probably are genuine. Of his philosophical 

. compositions, those most likely to perpetuate his name, are 
his "Logic," and '^Improvement of the Mind." In point 
of popularity, his '* Psalms and Hymns" far exceed all pub« 

. lications of the last century, and it is said that for many 
years past, communibus annisj nearly iifiy thousand copies 
have been printed of these in Great Britain, Ireland, and 
America. 

Of late years a very important part of Dr. Watts's cha- 
racter has been called-in question. It has been confidently 
asserted by some anti-trinitarians, that before his death he 
was come over to their party, and that he left some papers 

^ behind him, containing a recantation of his former senti- 
ments, which his executors thought it most prudent to 
suppress. But against this charge he has been defended 
by the late rev. Samuel Palmer of Hackney, who pub* 
lished, in 1785, ''The Life of Dr. Watts," &c. with, among 
other additions, " An authentic account of his last senti- 
ments on the Trinity." In this account Mr. Palmer endea- 
vours to demonstrate that Dr. Watts never gave up the 
orthodox faith in the doctrine of the Trinity, but that he 
had somewhat altered his judgment with respect to the 
Banner of expressing and maintaining it. Upon a careful 
perusal of the whole, we are inclined to think that Mr. 
Palmer has not removed all the difiiculties attending the 
question; although on the other hand he has ably and 
fully vindicated Dr. Watts from the last evidence to be 
produced from his own pen ; and all that remains to affect- 
the character of the doctor rests on an anonymous accusa- 
tion in a literary journal, (Month. Rev. vol. LXVL p. 170,) 
the author of which we suspect to be Dr. Kippis, who is no 
longer to be called upon for the proofs of his assertion. 
With respect to tbe reports propagated by some Arian and 
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Socinian writers, that the author revised his H}'nin9 and 
Psalms, a little before his death, in order to render them, 
as they say, " wholly unexceptionable to every Christian 
professor," they are generally discredited. Yet in reli- 
ance on this report, editions have been published, in which 
his sentiments have been mutilated, with no sparing hand, 
to accommodate them to Socinian. principles. ' 

WATTS (WiLUAM), a learned sufferer during the usur- 
pation, was born near Lynn in Norfolk, about the end of 
the sixteenth century, and was educated at Caius college, 
Cambridge, where he took his degree of A. B. in 1610, and 
that of A.M. in 1614, in which last l)e was incorporated at 
Oxford in 1618. After leaving colle<;e, he travelied abroad 
and became master of various languages. On his return 
he was made chaplain in ordinary to king Charles I. In 
1639 he took his degree of D.D. at Oxford, and had the 
living of St» Alban's, Wood*street, but the time of his ad- 
mission does not appear. He was afterwards chaplain un- 
der the earl of Arundel, general of the forces in the Scotch 
expedition in 1639, and prebendary of Weils. About 
1642, his living in London was sequestered, his wife and 
family turned out of doors, and himself contpelled to fly. 
Some small pittance is said to have been afterwards given 
to his family out of the sale of his goods. He now joined 
tbe king, who appointed him to attend as chaplain upon 
prince Rupert, and he was present with bis highness in all 
bis engagements. He also served under the prince on 
board of ship, and was with him when he was blocked up 
in the harbour at Kingsale in Ireland. While here, Dr. 
Watts was *^ taken with a distemper which nd physic could 
cure," and of which he died in 1649. Dr. Watts is often 
mentioned by Vossius, as one of the most learned men of 
his time. He had a principal band in Spelmah*s Glossary, 
and was the editor of Matthew Paris, a fine edition printed 
at London in 1640, fol. In the preface he acknowledged 
hia obligations to sir Henry Spelman. He also published 
in 1631, a translation of *' St. Augustine^s Confessions,** 
with marginal no(es, &c. 12mo. Wood mentions some 
other treatises from, his pen. but it seems doubtful if they 
were printed. Wood adds that he published, before tbe 
civil wars of England began, *^ several numbers of news* 

» 

1 Life by Gibbons — by Dr. JofaDsoa-— aikI ^ Mr. Palmer.-^ WiIiob's I}ist. 
of OisseutiDf Churches. 
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books,'' v^hich appear to be the newspapers called '^ The 
German Intelligencer," 1630, and the '' Swedish Intelli- 
gencer,*' 1631; but be was educated for other and mora 
important labonrs, had the unhappy circumstances of the 
tinves permitted him the quiet use and enjoyment of his 
time and talents. ' 

WAYNFLETE (William of), the illustrious. founder 
of Magdalen college, Oxford, was the eldest son of Richard 
Patten, or Barbour, of Waynflete in Lincolnshire, by Mar* 
gery, daughter of sir William Brereton, knight; and faiad 
for his brotl>er John Patten, dean of Chichester^ but the 
precise time of his birth is i»o where ascertained. Accord- 
ing to the custom of his day, he took the surname of Wayn<*> 
flete from his native place. He was educated at Winches-^ 
ter school, and studied afterwards at Oxford, but in what 
college is uncertain. The historian of Winchester is in* 
dined to prefer New college, which is most consistent wkb 
the progress of education at Wykeham*s school. Wood 
acknowledges that although his name does not occur among 
the fellows of New college, nor among those of MertoDy 
where flolinsh^d places him, unless he was a chaplain or 
postmaster, yet ** the general vogue is for the college of 
William of Wykeham." Wherever he studied, his proii** 
cioncy in the literature of the times, and in philosophy and 
divinity, in which last he took the degree of bachelor, is 
said to hav^ been great, and the fame he acquired as school-^ 
master at Winchester, with the classical library he formed^ 
is a proof that he surpassed in suoli learning as was then 
attainable. 

Of his preferments * in the church, we have no account 
that is not liable to suspicion. Wood says that he was 
rector of Wraxall in 1433, which is barely possible, al- 
though at this time he was master of Winchester school ; 
and that he was rector of Chedsey in 1469, which is highly 
improbable, because be had then been twenty years bishop 
of Winchester. It is, however, more clearly ascertained 

* Dr. Chandler has recovered some came a subdeacon by (be style of 

particalars which are more authentic William Waynflete of Spalding : 

than what Wood furnished. It ap- March 18, of the same year, he w«l 

pears by these that in U20, April 2 1, ordained deacon, and in 1426, Jnn. 

be occurs as an unben«^ced ai*olyte, Slst, presbyter, oo the title of th# 

(inder the name ef William Barbor: house of Spalding. 
in t4tO, Jan. SI, William Barbor be- 

1 Aih. Ox. vol. I. new edit. — ^Walker's Sufferings. — Lloyd's Memoirs.— Cti^l- 
oers Life of Ruddimao, p. 112. 
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that about 1429 be was appointed bead master of Win* 
cbester school, where be displayed great abilities as a 
teacher. In 143S, he was master of St. Mary Magdalen 
hospital near Winchester, which is supposed to have sug* 
gested to him the name and patroness of his foundation at 
Oxford. 

In 1440, when Henry VI. .visited Winchester for the 
purpose of inspecting the discipline, constitution, and pro* 
gross of Wykebam^s-scbool, on the model of which he had 
begun to found one at Eton, he procured the consent of 
Waynflete to remove thither, with thirty- five of his scholars 
and fi¥e fellows, whose education our founder superintended 
until December 21, 1442, when he was appointed provost 
of that celebrated seminary. On the death of cardinal 
Beaufort in 1447, he was advanced to the see of Winches-* 
ter, which he held for the lone space of thirty*nine yearsj 
during which he amply justified the recommendation of the 
king, being distinguished " for piety, learning, and pru- 
dence." His highness honoured with his presence the 
ceremony of bis enthronement. 

His acknowledged talents and political sagacity procured 
bim the unreserved confidence of his royal master, who 
appears to have treated him with condescending familiarity, 
employed him in some affairs of critical importance, and 
received thronghout the whole of his turbulent reign abun^ 
dant proofs of his invariable loyalty and attachment. lo 
1450, when the rebellion of Jack Cade burst forth, Wayn- 
flete, who had retired to the nunnery of Holywell, was 
sent for by the king to Canterbury, and advised the issuing 
a proclamation offering pardon to all concerned in the re- 
bellion, except Cade himself; in consequence of vichich 
the rebels dispersed, and left their leader to his fate. 
Soon after, when Richard, duke of York, took up arms, 
the king sent our prelate, with the bishop of Ely, to in- 
quire his reasons for so alarming a step. The duke re- 
plied, that his only view was to remove evil counsellors 
from his highness, and particularly the duke of Somerset. 
Waynflete and his colleague having made this report, the 
king ordered the duke of Somerset to be imprisoned, and 
received the duke of York with kindness, who on his part 
took a solemn oath of future allegiance and fidelity ; which, 
however, he violated at the battle of Northampton in 1460. 
In October 1453, Waynflete baptised the young prince of 
Wales by the name of Edward, afterwards Edward IV. 


■1 
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lo October ] 456, he was appointed lord high chancellor 
in the room of Bourcbier, archbishop of Canterbury ; and 
the following year be sat in jadgment with the archbishop 
and other prelates^ upon Dr. Reginald P^cocke, bishop of 
Chichester, who had advanced some doctrines contrary to 
the prevailing religious opinions. On this occasion the 
Qoart was unanimous in enjoining Pecocke to a solemn re- 
cantation, and confinement to his house; his writings also 
were ordered to be burnt; but the archbishop^ according 
to Mr. Lewis's account, took a far more active share iu this 
boainess than the chancellor. 

Waynflete resigned the office of chancellor in the month' 
of July 1460, about which time he accompanied the king 
t» Northampton, and was with him a few days before the 
Iktal battle near that place, in which the royal army was 
defeated. Waynflete's attachment to Henry's cause had 
been uniform and decided, yet his high character and ta«« 
lents appear to have protected him. Edward IV. treated 
him not only with respect, but with some degree of mag- 
nanimity, as he twice issued a special pardon in his favour^ 
and condescended to visit his newly-founded college at 
Oxford, a favour which to Waynflete, embarked in a work 
which required royal patronage, must have been highly 

f [ratifying. The remainder of his life appears to have been 
ree from political interference or danger, and he lived to 
see the qniet union of the houses of York and Lancaster, 
io the marriage of Henry VII. with Elizabeth of York, 
Besides his other preferments, he is said to have been 
chancellor of the university of Oxford ; but his name no 
where occurs in Wood's copious and accurate account of 
the persons who filled that office. 

He died of a short but violent illness in the afternoon of 
Aug. 11, 148€, and was interred, with great funeral pomp, 
in Winchester cathedral, in a magnificent sepulchral cha- 
pel, which is kept in the finest preservation by the society 
of Magdalen«college< In bis will he bequeathed legacies 
to all his servants, to all the religious of both sexes in 
Winchester, to all the clergy in that city, and to every 
fellow and scholar in Wykeham's two colleges and bis own. 
His biographers have celebrated his piety, temper, and 
humanity. Besides the foundation of Magdalen-college, 
of which an ample detail is given in our authorities, he 
established a free-school in his native town, and was a be- 
ne&ctor to Eton college, Winchester cathedral, and othei* 
Vol. XXXL S 
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places. In these labours, while his munificent spirit In- 
duced him to hire the ablest artists, he displayed himself 
▼ery considerable talents as an architect. Leland was in« 
formed that the greatest part of the buildings of Eton coU 
lege were raised utitier bis direction, and at his expence* 
In 1478 we find him overseer of the buildings at Windsor^ 
an office formerly held by his great predecessor Wykebam, 
and it was from that place he sent workmen to complete 
the Divinity-school of Oxford.' 

WEAVER. See WEEVEIl. 

WEBB (Philip Carteret), a distinguished antiquary, 
bom in 1700, was regularly bred to the profession of the 
law : and was admitted an attorney before Mr, Justice 
Price^ June 20, 1724 : he lived then in tbeOid Jewry, l)ut 
afterwards removed to Budge-row, and thence to Gre^t 
Queen-street, Lincoln's*Inn fields. He was peculiarly 
learned in the records of this kingdom, and particularly 
able as a parliamentary and constitutional lawyer. In 1 747, 
he poblidied ^^ Observations on the Course of Proceedings 
in the Admiralty-couns," 8vo. In 1751 he assisted ma- 
terially in obtaining the charter of incorporation for the 
Society of Antiquaries, remitting in that business the cus-* 
lomary fees which were due to him as a solicitor ; and on 
many other occasions proved himself a very useful member 
of that learned body. Purcbasing a house and estate at 
Busbridge, Surrey, where he resided in the summer, it 
gave him an infiuence in the borough of Haslemere, for 
which he was chosen member in 1754, and again in 1761* 
He became, under the patronage of lord chancellor Har4- 
^icke, secretary of bankrupts in the Court of Chancery^ 
and was appointed one of the joint solicitors of the treasuiy 
in 1756. In July 1758, he obtained a silver medal from 
the Society of Arts for having planted a large quantity of 
acorns for timber. In 1760 be bad the honour of present- 
tng the famous Heraclean table to the king of Spain, .by 
the hands of the Neapolitan minister, from whom be re«* 
ceived in return (in November that year) a 'diamond-ring, 
worth 30b/. In April 1763, the period of Mr. Wilkes's 
being apprehended for writing *^The North Briton,'^ No. 
45, Mr. Webb became oificially a principal actor in that 
memorable prosecution, but did not altogether approve of 

1 Chaiidler*t Life of WayofleU.— Wffod'i Coll«f •■ and Halls.— Cbalman'^ 
Hitt. of Gilford. 
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the leTerity #ith which it was carried on ; and printed, on 
that occasion, *'A Collection of Records about General 
Warrants;'' and also " Obsenrations upon discharging Mr. 
Wilkes from the Tower." He held the oflBf-e of solicitor 
to the Treasury till June 1765, and continued secretary of 
bankrupts till lord Northington quitted th.^ seals in 1766. 
He cHed at Busbridge, June 22, 1770, as^ed seventy; and 
bis library (including that of John Godfrey ^, esq. which 
be had purchased entire) was sold, with his MSS. on vel- 
lum, Feb. 25, and the sixteen following days, 1771. A 
little before his death he sold to the House of Peers thirty 
MS volumes of the rolls of parliament. His MS& on pa- 
per were sold, by his widow and executrix, to the late 
m&rquis of Lansdowne^ and are now in the British Museum. 
The coins and medals were sold by auction the same year, 
three days sale ; in which were all the coins and medals 
found in* his collection at ^hie time of his decease; but he 
had disposed of the most valuable part to different persons* 
The series of large brass had been picked by a nobleman. 
The noblie series of Roman gold (among which were Ppm- 
pey, Lepidus, &c.) and the collection of Greek kings and 
towns, had been sold to Mr. Duane, and afterwards formed 
part of the valuable museum collected by the late Dr. 
Hanter. The ancient marble busts, bronzes, Roman 
earthen -ware, gems, seals, &c. of which there were S6 lots, 
were sold in the above year. On the death of the late 
Mrs. Webb, the remainder of the curiosities was sold by 
Mr. Langford. Mr. Webb's publications were, 1. ^' A Let- 
ter to the Rev. Mr. William Warburton, M. A. occasioned 
by some passages in his book, entitled < The Divine Lega- 
tion of Moses demonstrated.' By a gentleman of Lincoln's 
Inn," 1742, 8vo. 2. ** Remarks on the Pretender's De- 
claration and Commission,^' 1745, 8vo. 3. ** Remarks 
on the Pretender's eldest Son's second Declaration, 
dated the 1 0th of October 1745, by the author of the 
Remarks on his first Declaration," 174'5, 8vo. Of these 

* Soa of BeBJamin Oodfrey. esq. of aDtiqaities ; and also of coins and 

«f Norton-court, dear Paversbem in medals, which, after bis death, war* 

Kent, whom he succeeded in that sold by auction. His library (con- 

«stato. Hewas very corpulent, through tainiof 1200 valuable Tolumes) was 

indoleoca or inactiTity, and a great bought for about 100 J. by T. Osborne, 

^icure, whiah shortened bis life about who sold the whole again to Mr» Webb 

1741. Mr. Godli«y (who was related before it was unpacked. Of Mr. Johu 

t» sir BdiBondbory) was a person of Godfrey and bis lady, good portraits 

and had a good collection are in the posiession of Mr. Nichols. 
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*^ Remarks*' a second edition was published the same year« 
4. ** Excerpu ex Instrumentis publicis de Judaeis/' con* 
sisting of seven pages small 4to. 5. '* Short, but trae. 
State of facts relative to the Jew- Bill, submitted to tbe 
consideration of the Public," three pages small 4to. 6. 
'* Five plates of Records relating to the Jews, engraven at 
the expence of Philip Carteret Webb, esq," 7. " The 
(Question whether a Jew born within the British dominions 
was, before the making the late Act of Parliament, a Per- 
son capable by Law to purchase and hold Lands to him 
and his heirs, fairly stated and considered. To which is 
annexed an Appendix, containing copies of public records 
relating to the Jews, and to the plates of Records, by a gen- 
tleman of Lincoln's Inn," 1753, 4to. Printed for Roberts, 
price 2s. 6d. *^ A Reply" to this, in the same size and at 
the same price, written, as it is supposed, by Mr. Grove, 
author of the Life of cardinal Wolsey, was printed for 
Robinson, Woodyer, and Swan. 8. *^ A short Account of 
some particulars concerning Domesday- Book, with a view 
to promote its being published," 1756, 4to, 9. '* A short 
Account of Danegeld, with some farther particulars relat- 
ing to William the Conqueror's Survey," 1756, 4to. 10. 
<* A State of Facts, in defence of his Majesty's right to cer- 
tain Fee-farm rents in the county of Norfolk," 1758, 4to. 

11. ''An Account of a Copper Table, containing two in- 
scriptions in the Greek and Latin tongues ; discovered in 
the year 1732, near Heraclea, in the Bay of Tarentum, in 
Magna Grecia. By Philip Carteret Webb, Esq. Read at 
a meeting of the Society of Antiquaries the 13tb of. De- 
cember, 1759, and ordered to be printed," 1760, 4to., 

12, *^ Some Observations on the late determination foe 
discharging Mr. Wilkes from his commitment to tbe Tower 
of London, for being the author and publisher of a seditious 
libel called * The North Briton, No. 45.' By a member 
of tbe House of Commons," 1763, 4to. He also printed 
a quarto pamphlet, containing a number of general war- 
rants' issued from the time of the Revolution; and some 
other political tracts, particularly at the time of the rebel- 
lion in 1745, on the close of which his abilities, as solicitor 
on the trials in Scotland, proved of eminent service to the 
public. Mr. Webb was twice married ; and by his first 
lady (who died in March 12, 1756) left one son of his own' 
name. ^ His second wife was Rhoda, daughter of John 
Cotes, esq. of Dodington, in Cheshire, by Rhoda, one of 
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the daughters and coheirs of sir John Huborn, hart, of 
Warwickshire; bat by her he had no issue. ^ 

W£BB£ (George), a pious prelate, the son of a cler- 
gyman at Bromham in Wiltshire, was born there in 1581, 
and was entered first of Uni?ersity-coIlege, Oxford, in 
15d8 ; but became the same year a scholar of Corpus-col- 
lege. Here he took his degrees in arts, entered into holy 
orders, and was made minister of Steeple Aston in Wilt- 
shire, where he also kept a grammar-school, as be after- 
wards did at Bath. In 1621 he was inducted to the rectory 
of St. Peter and St. Paul iiv Bath, being then bachelor in 
divinity. In 1624 he proceeded D. D. On the accession 
of Charles I. he was made one of hijs chaplains in ordinary, 
and in 1629 baptised his majesty's first child, which died 
iminedtateiy after. He was consecrated bishop of Lime- 
rick, in Ireland, in December 1634. Before bis death he 
was confined by the rebels in Limerick castle, where he 
died in the latter end of 1641, and was permitted by them 
io be buried in St. Muncbin's church-yard in Limerick. 
** He was a person of a strict life and conversation,'* and 
esteemed, the best preacher at the court of king Charles; 
and bis published compositions are in a more pure and 
elegant style than thase of most of his conteifkporaries. His 
principal work is his *^ Practice of Quietness, directing a 
Christian to live quietly in this troublesome world."^ We 
have not discovered when this was first published, but it 
had reached a third edition in 163^1, and was afterwards 
often reprinted. The best edition is that of 1705, cr. 8vo, 
with his portrait and an engraved title-page. It is a work 
which gives a high idea of the author's placid temper and 
pious resignation, amidst the confusions he lived to witness. 
His other publications are, 1. ^' A brief exposition of the 
principles of tLhe Christian religion," Lond. 1612, 8vo. 
2. *^ Arraignment of an unruly tongue, wherein the faults 
of an evil tongue are opened, the danger discovered, and 
remedies prescribed, &c." ibid. 1619, l2mo. 3. ^'Agur's 
prayer, or the Christian choice, &c." ibid. 1621, l2mo. 
4. *' Catalogus protestantium : or the Protestant's Calen- 
dar; containing a survey of the protestant religion long 
before Luther's days," ibid. 1624, 4to. 5. << Lessons and 
exercises out of Cicero ad Atticum," 1627, 4to. He pub- 
Jisbed also some other books for grammar-schools, a Latin 

> NichoU'fl Bowyer. 


262 W E B B E R« 

and English edition of two of Terence*s comedies ^ and 
several sermons^ which appeared from 1609 to 1619.' 

WEBBER (John), a royal academician, and a man of 
very considerable talents, was the son of a sculptor, a na* 
tive of Berne in Switzerland, but was born in London in 
1751. Part of his education as an artist he received at 
Paris, but afterwards entered the Royal Academy of Lon* 
don. He^was elected an associate Nov. 5, 1785, and a 
royal academician in February 1791. In the la^t voyage 
which captain Cook made to the South-Seas, Mr. Webber 
was appointed draughtsman to the expedition, and when 
the two ships, the Discovery and the Resolution, arrived al 
St. Peter and St. Paul, Kamtscbatka, Webber was obliged 
to act as interpreter between captain Gower and major 
Behm, he being the only person on board of either ships 
who. understood German, From this voyage he returned 
in 1780, when he was employed by the lords of the admi« 
ralty to superintend the engraving of the prints (by Barto* 
lozzi and other eminent artists) executed after the di*aw* 
ings which he had made, representing the di6Ferent events 
and scenes that occurred in the voyage, the accuracy 
of which has been confirmed by subsequent experience. 
When this work was concluded, he published, on bis own 
account, a set of views of the diflPerent places be had vi- 
sited in the voyage. They were etched and aquatinted by 
himself, afterwards coloured, and produced a very pleas* 
ing effect. This work was in part completed, when his 
health declined, and, after lingering for some months, he 
died April 29, 1793, in the forty-isecond year of bis age. 

His works consisted of paintings and drawings ; the 
former were chiefly landscapes, though he painted some 
figures representing the inhabitants of the South-Sea islands, 
but they were deficient in the drawing. His landscapes , 
were pleasing, and carefully finished, but with rather too 
much attention to the minutiae, and the colouring frequently 
too gaudy. There is a picture painted by him in the 
council-chamber of the Royal Academy ; but the best pro* 
duction of his hand is a small view, in the possession of 
Mr. Farington, R. A.' 

WEBSTER (William), a learned and laborious divine, 
grandson to bishop Sparrow, was born in December 1689, 
and having been admitted a student of Caiut^coUege, Cam- 

1 Ath. Ox. rol II Harrii*s edHkui of W«ra>i Ii^land. 
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Wicl^e^ . there took his degrees of B. A. 1711, M. A. 1716^ 
aod D. D. 1752. In 1715 he was made curate of St. Don- 
scan in the West, London ; and in 1725, edited the ^^ Life 
of General Monk," from the original manuscript of Dr. 
Skinner. This volume he dedicated to the countess Gran- 
ville, and to John lord Gower, who were descended froin 
the family of Monk. His next production was, ** The 
Clergy^s Right of Maintenance vindicated," 8vo, which is 
also inscribed to lord Gower, who was afterwards ^ia patron. 

In 1729 he published ^' Two discourses ; the first con- 
cerning the nature of error in doctrines merely speculative, 
shewing that the belief of such doctrines may be required 
of tts as necessary terms of salvation ; wherein also the case 
of positive institutions is considered : the second, shewing 
Jthat the doctrine of the Trinity is not merely speculative. 
In answer to the arguments of Mr. Sykes and Mr. Chubb; 
with a preface, containing some remarks on the present 
times, particularly in relation to the Clergy.*' In 1730 he 
published a translation of father Simon's ** New Testament," 
:with notes, &c. 2 vols. 4to ; and in the same year, '* The 
iluty of keeping the whole Law ; a discourse on St. James ii. 
10, wherein are some seasonable remarks on the deists," 8vo. 

In 1731 be was removed from his curacy at Se. Dtin$tan% 

and published in that year *^ The fitness of the Witnesses 

.of the Resurrection of Christ considered ; in answer to the 

principal objections against them," Hvo; and also two 

.pamphlets and a letter in a newspaper, in defence of bishop 

Hare, who had been attacked by Gordon, the translator of 

Tacitus, on account of some passages in a 30th of January 

sermon. Being now out of employment, bis eldest brother 

was at the expence of obtaining for him his doctor's degree 

ia divinity; but in August of the same year, 1732, bishop 

Gooch gave him the curacy of St. Clement Eastcheap, with 

.a 'Salary of 70/. and in February following he was presented 

by a relation to the rectory of Deptdeu in Suffolk, worth 

102/. a year. ^ ' 

In 1733 Mr. Bowyer printed for him ^* A vindication of 
•Eustace Budgell," probably in the affair of Dr. Tindatl's 
will ; and in that year he began ** The Weekly Miscellany^" 
a periodical paper, under the name of ^' Richard Hooker, 
•esq. .of the Inner Temple," but it was not much relished, 
nor of long continuance. In 1740 be was editor of a 
pamphlet concerning the woollen manufactory, the ma- 
terials for which were furnished by one of the trade, and 
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gbove 9000 of tbem were %old. During the remAwder of 
his life, at least until 1757, he published a number of tem- 
porary pamphlets, and occasional sermons, with so little 
»drantage to himself, that -in the last mentioned year we 
find him soliciting the archbishops and bishops for charity* 
This was not altogether unsuccessful, although it does not 
appear, to have satisfied his wants. In 1741 he had re- 
aign^d his rectory aud curacy for the vicarages of Ware and 
Thundridge, which, he informs us, were not very productive. 
His last publication was ^< A plain narrative of facts, or 
the author's case fairly and candidly stated." This he sur- 
yived but a few months, dying Dec. 4, 1758. 

Dr. Webster does not appear to have been entitled to 
much more respect than he received. He was undoubtedly 
a man of learning and acuteness, but so eager for profit 
and promotion, as seldom to regard the means by which they 
were acquired, One instance may suffice to give an idea 
of his character in this respect. In bis ^ Plain narrative of 
/acts," he informs us that he wrote a pamphlet (on the 
woollen trade) which had such great reputation all over the 
kingdpm, that, without knpwing who was the author of it, 
it was said that *^ he deserved to have his statue set up in 
every trading town in England." Yet, when the demand 
for this pamphlet subsided, be actually published an answer 
to it, under the title of ** The Draper's Reply," of which 
two or three editions ver6 sold, ' 

WECHEL^CuRi^TiAN), 1^ celebrated printer in Paris, 
began to print Greek authors in 1£3Q, and flourished for 
more than twenty years. His editions were so. extremely 
correct, that not above two faults were sometimes found in 
a folio volume, which was probably owing to his having 
had Sylburgiys, one of the best scholars and critics then lii 
Germany, for the corrector of his press. He was brought 
into trouble in 1534 for having sold a book of Ecaamus, 
^^ De esu interdicto carnium," which had been censured 
by the ftculty of divinity ; and, according to father Garasse, 
' be fell into poverty for his impiety^ in printing an anony- 
mous book, in favour of the salvation of infants dying be- 
fore baptism. However, from the flouriahiiig circumstances 
of his son, Bayle infers that he was not reduced to pover^. 
The time of his death is not known ; but we are not able 
to trace him beyond 1559.* 

t Nicho(ini Bowyer. 1 Geo. Dict^— Baillet Jafsaieni.-*-Morflru 
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WECHEL (ANDREw)y son of the preceding, was Jike- 
wise ft very able printer. Being a protestant, he went to 
Frankfort, about 1573 ; having left Paris, after the mas- 
sacre on St Bartholomew's day, the year before.. He him- 
-self relates the great danger to which he was exposed on 
the night of that massacre ; and in what manner he was 
saved by the learned Hubert Languet, who lived in bis 
house. He expresses his gratitude for it in the dedication 
of Albert Krantz's '< Vandalia/' printed at Frankfort in 
1575; in which place he continued to print many great 
and important works^ He died in 15S1. It was at his 
house where our celebrated sir Philip Sidney lodged when 
at Frankfort, and where he became acquainted with Lan-» 
guet, then a resident from the elector of Saxony. 

A catalogue of the books, which came from the pressea 
of Christian and Andrew Wechel, was printed at Frank- 
fort in 1590, 8vo. They are supposed to have had the 
greatest part of Henry Stephens's types. ^ 

WEDDERBURN (Alexandeh), earl of Rosslyn, and 
lord high chancellor of England, the descendant of an anr 
cient Scotch family, was the eldest son of Peter Wedder-* 
burn, of Chesterhall, esq. one of the senators of the college 
of justice, in Scotland. He was born Feb. 13, 1733, and 
bred to the law, in which profession some of his ancestors 
had made a very distinguished figure. He is said to have 
been called to the bar when scarcely twenty years of age, 
and was making some progress in practice when an insult, 
or what he conceived to be such, from the bench, deter- 
mined him to give up the farther pursuit of the profession 
in that country, and remove to England. Accordingly he 
came to London, and enrolled himself as a member oif the 
Inner Temple in May 1753, and after the necessary pre* 
paratory studies, was called to the bar in November 1757. 
One of his main objects during his studies here, was to di- 
vest himself as much as possible of his national accent, and 
to acquire the English pronunciation and manner, in both 
which he was eminently successful under the instructions 
of Messrs. Sheridan and Macklin. 

He appears to have soon acquired a name at the bar, and 
to have formed valuable connections particularly with lord 
Bute and lord Mansfield, for in 1763 be was made king^s 
counsel, and at the same time became a bencher of Lin*^ 

1 GcD. Diet.— Bttilkt Jugemens. — Zoach*8 Life of sir Philip Sidney, p. M^ 
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cola's Inn. He also obtained a seat in parliament, and 
soon had an opportunity of greatly improving bis finances 
as well as bis fame, by being the successful advocate for 
lord Cllve. During his first years of sitting in parliament^ 
he supported some of the measures of what were then 
termed the popular party ; but had either seen bis error^ 
or hi.H interest in another point of view, for in January 
1771 he accepted the office of solicitor general, and from 
that time became a strenuous advocate for the administra<» 
tion who conducted the American war. In July 1778 he 
was appointed attorney-general, an offioe which even his 
enemies allow that he held with great mildness and mode* 
ration. It often happened to this distinguished lawyer^ 
that his single advice had great influence with the party to 
which he belonged, and it is said that his opinion only 
was the means of saving the metropolis from total destruc-^ 
tion by the mob of 1780. When his majesty held a privy «- 
council to determine on the means of putting a stop to 
these outrages, Mr. Wedderburn was ordered by the king 
to deliver his official opinion. He stated in the most pre- 
cise terms, that any such assemblage of depredators might 
be dispersed by military force, without waiting for forms, 
or reading the riot act. *' Is ihat your declaration of the 
law, as attorney-general ?" said the king ; Mr. Wedder- 
burn answering distinctly in the affirmative ; ^* Then let it 
so be done,*' rejoined the king ; and the attorney-general 
drew up the order immediately, by which the riots were 
suppressed in a few hours, and-the metropolis saved. 

Immediately after this commotion he was appointed chief 
justice of the common pleas, and called to the house of 
peers by the name, style, and title of lord Loughborough, 
baron of Loughborough, in the county of Leicester. In 
1783 his lordship was appointed first commissioner for 
keeping the great seal ; but as soon as the memorable 
coalition between lord North and Mr. Fox look place, his 
lordship joined his old friend lord North, and remained in 
opposition to the administration of Mr. Pitt.* it has been 
said that it was by his advice that Mr. Fox was led to act 
the unpopular part which lost him so many friends during 
his majesty^s indisposition in 1788-9. In 1793, when 
many membefs both of the house of lords and commons, 
formerly in opposition, thought it their duty to rally round 
the throne, endangered by the example of France, lord 
Loughborough joined Mr. Pitt, and on Jan. 27th of that 
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year, was appointed lord high chancellor of England, whicb 
office be held until 1801, when he wad succeeded by the 
present lord Eldon. In Oct. 1795 his lordship obtained a 
new patent of a barony, by the title of lord Loughborough, 
of Loughborough in the county of Surrey, with remaindet 
severally and successively to his nephews, sir James Sin- 
clair Erskine, bart. and John Erskine, esq. and by patent, 
April 21, 1801, was created earl of Rosslyn, in the county 
of Mid Lothian, with the same remainders. 

His lordship, feeling the infirmities of age coming faat 
upon him, retired from the post of chancellor at this time^ 
and lived chiefly in the country, sometimes at his seat, near 
Windsor, and also occasionally at Weymouth, when the 
royal family, at whose parties both he and his countess 
were frequent guests, happened to be there. By sobriety, 
regularity, and temperance, he doubtless prolonged a 
feeble existence, but at length died suddenly, at Baileys^ 
between Slough and Salt Hill, on Thursday, January 3^ 
1805, about one o^clock in the morning, in the seventy- 
second year of his age, of an apoplectic fit He was in- 
terred a few days after in St. Paul's cathedral. 

His lordship was first married Dec. 31, 1767, to Betty- 
Anne, daughter and heir of John Dawson, of Morley, in the 
county of York, esq. but her ladyship dying, Feb. i5tby 
1781, without issue, his lordship married, July 1782, Char- 
lotte, daughter of William the first and «ister to the late 
William, viscount Courtenay, but bad no issue by her. 

Lord Rosslyn never published but one work, to which 
his name was affixed; this made its appearance in 1793, 
and was entitled ** Observations on the state of the Engw 
lish Prisons, and the means of improving them ; commu- 
nicated to the rev. Henry Zouch, a justice of the peace, 
by the right hon. lord Loughborough, now lord high chan- 
cellor of Great Britain.'* For some time, Mr. Wraxall in- 
forms us, he was almost convinced that his lordship was the 
author of Junius's letters, notwithstanding the severity with 
which he is treated in those celebrated invectives ; but in 
this opinion few perhaps will now coincide. 

It is difficult, says the most candid of his biographers, to 
speak of public men, so lately deceased, free from preju- 
dices created by individual feelings. Lord Kostilyn ap- 
peared' to be a man of subtle and plausible, rather than of 
solid talents. His ambition was great, and his desire of 
office unlimited. He could argue with great ingenuity on 
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either ftde^ so that it was difficult to anticipate his future 
by bis past opinions. These qualities made him a valuable 
partizan ; and a useful and efficient member of any admini- 
stration. Early in his public career he incurred the pow- 
erful Hatire of Churchill in a couplet which adhered to him 
for the remainder of his life. He had been destined for 
the Scotch bar; a fortunate resolve brought him to the 
wealthier harvest of English jurisprudence. His success 
was regular and constant; and in the character of solicitor- 
general he was long a powerful support to the parliamen- 
tary conduct of lord North's ministry. When the alarm of 
the French revolution, which separated the heterogeneous 
, opposition formed by tlie whigs under Fox, and the tories 
under lord North, obtained him a seat on the woolsack, be 
filled that important station during the eight years he oc- 
cupied it, not, perhaps, in a manner perfectly satisfactory 
to the suitors of his court, nur always with the highest de- 
gree of dignity as speaker of the upper house ; but always 
with that pliancy, readiness, ingenuity, and knowledge, 
of which political leaders must have felt the convenience, 
and the public duly appreciated the talent. Yet his slen- 
der and flexible eloquence, his minuter person, and the 
comparative feebleness of bis bodily organs, were by no 
means a match for the direct, sonorous, and energetic ora- 
tory, the powerful voice, dignified figure, and bold man- 
lier of Thurlow; of whom be always seemed to stand in 
awe, and to whose superior judgment he often bowed 
against his will.* 

WEDGWOOD (Josiah), an ingenious improver of the 
English pottery manufacture, was born in July 1730, and 
was the younger son of a potter, whose property consisting 
chiefly of a small entailed estate, that descended to the 
eldest son, Josiah was left, at an early period of life, to 
lay the foundation of his own fortune. This he did most 
substantially by applying his attention to the pottery busi- 
ness, which, it is not too much to say, he brought to the 
highest perfection, aod established a manufacture that has 
opened a new scene of extensive commerce, before un- 
Jtnown to this or any other country. His many discoveries 
of new species of earthen wares and porcelains, his studied 
forms and chaste style of decorations, and the correctness 

1 Collint*! Peerage, by «ir E. Brydget. — Park's edition of the Koyal ftQid No^ 
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and jadgment with which all his works were executed uf)« 
der his own eye, and by artists for the most part of his 
own forming, have turned the current in this branch of 
commerce ; for, before his time, England imported the 
finer earthen wares ; but for more than twenty years past^ 
she has exported them to a very great annual amount, the 
whole of which is drawn from the earth, and from the in-i 
dustry of the inhabitants ; while the national taste has been 
improved, and its reputation raised in foreign countries. 

It was about 1760 that he began his improvements in the 
Staffordshire potteries, and not only improved the compo- 
sition, forms, and colours of the old wares, but likewise 
invented, in 1763, a new species of ware, for which he 
obtained a patent, and which being honoured by her ma- 
jesty's approbation and patronage, received the name of 
queen's ware. Continuing his experimental researches, 
Mr. Wedgwood afterwards invented several other species 
of earthen- ware and porcelain, of which the principal are: 
1. A terra cotta; resembling porphyry, granite, Egyptian 
pebble, and other beautiful stones of the siliceous or crys-^ 
talline order. 2. Basal les, or black ware ; a black porcelain 
biscuit of nearly the same properties with the natural stone, 
receiving a high polish, resisting all the acids, and bearing 
without injury a very strong fire. 3. White porcelain bis- 
cuit ; of a smooth wax-like appearance, of similar pro<» 
perties with the preceding. 4. Jasper; a white porcelain 
of exquisite beauty, possessing the general properties of 
basaltes; together with the singular one of receiving 
through its whole substance, from the admixture of m^ 
tallic calces, the same colours which those calces give t# 
glass or enamels in fusion ; a property possessed by no 
porcelain of ancient or modern composition. 5. Bamboo, 
or cane-coloured biscuit porcelain, of the same nature as 
the white porcelain biscuit. And 6. A porcelain biscuit re- 
markable for great hardness, little inferior to that of agat«; 
a property which, together with its resistance to the strong- 
est acids, and its irtipenetrability to every known liquid, 
renders it well adapted for the formation of mortars, and 
many different kinds of chemical vessels. Tlie above six 
distinct species of ware, together with the queen's ware 
first noticed, have increased by the industry and ingenuity 
of different manufacturers, and particularly by Mr. Wedg- 
wood and his sop, into an almost endless variety of forms 
for ornament and use. These, variously painted and em- 
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beUifibedy eonstitate nearly the whole of the present fitic 
earthen-wares and porcelains of English manufacture. 

Such inventions have prodigiously increased the number 
of persons employed in the potteries, and in the traffic and 
transport of their materials from distflnt parts of the king- 
dom : and this class of manufacturers is also indebted to 
him for much mechanical contrivance and arrangement in 
their operations ; his private manufactory having had, for 
thirty yekrs and upward, all the efficacy of a public work 
of experiment. Neither was he unknown in the walks of 
philosophy. His communications 'to the royal society shew 
a mind enlightened by science, and contributed to procure 
him the esteem of scientific men at home and throughout 
Europe. His invention of a thermometer for measuring 
the higher degrees of heat employed in the various arts, is 
of the greatest importance to their promotion, and will add 
celebrity to his nam^. 

At an early period of his life, seeing the impossibility of 
extending considerably the manufactory be was engaged 
in on the spot which gave him birth, without the advantages 
of inland navigation, he was the proposer of the Grand 
Trunk canal, and the chief agent in obtaining the act of 
parliament for making it, against the prejudices of the 
landed interest, which at that time were very strong. The 
Grand Trunk canal is ninety miles in length, uniting, the' 
rivers Trent and Mersey.; and branches have been since 
made from it to the Severn, to Oxford, and to many other 
parts; with also a communication with the grand junction 
canal from Braunston to Brentford. In the execution of 
this vast scheme, be was assisted by the late ingenious Mr. 
filrindley, whom he never mentioned but with respect. 
By it he enabled the manufacturers of the inland part of 
Stafibrdshire and its neighbourhood, to obtain from the 
distant shores of Devonshire, Dorsetshire, and Kent, those 
materials of which the Stafibrdshire ware is composed; 
affording, at the same time, a ready conveyance of the 
jnanufacture to distant countries, and thus not only to rival, 
bat undersell, at foreign markets, a commodity which has 
proved, and must continue to prove of infinite^dvantage 
to these kingdoms ; as the ware, when formetj, owes its 
value almost wholly to the labour of the honest and indus- 
trious poor. Still farther to promote the interest and be- 
aefit of his neighbourhood, Mr. Wedgwood planned and 
carried into execution, a turopike-road, ten miles in length. 
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through that part of Staflfordshirey called t\}e pottery; thus 
qpening another source of traffic, if, by frost or other im- 
pediment, the carriage by wat^r should be interrupted. 
His pottety was near Newcastle-under-Lyne, in Stafford- 
shire, where he built a village called Etruria, from the re- 
semblance which the clay there dug up bears to the ancient 
Etruscan earth. 

On one occasion he stept forward in favour of general 
trade, when, in his opinion, Mr. Pitt's propositions tor ad* 
justing the commercial intercourse between Great Britain 
and Ireland, threatened to be of very pernicious consequence 
to the British manufacturers. He was, therefore, in 1786^ 
the founder and chief promoter of an association in Lon- 
don, called <^ The General Chamber of the Manufacturers 
9f Great Britain." Mr. Wedgwood was very assiduous ia 
writing and printing upon this great national subject, aud 
in consequence of so- firm ^n opposition the propositioita 
were abandoned. 

. Mr. Wedgwood closed a life of useful labour, on Janu* 
ary 3, 1795, in' his sixty-fourth year. Having acquired a 
large fortune, his purse was always open to the calls of 
charity, and to the support of every institution for the 
public good. To the poor he was a benefactor in the moat 
enlarged sense of the word, and by the learned he v^AS 
highly respected for his original genius and perseveilng 
industry in plans of the greatest national importance. He 
bad been for many years a fellow of the Royal and AnU* 
quarian Societies.' 

WEEVER, or WEAVER, (John), an industrious an- 
tiquary^ is supposed to have been born in Lancashire io 
1576 ; but the exact place of his birth does not appear to 
have been ascertained by his biographers. He was edu- 
cated at Queen's college, Cambridge, where he was ad* 
mitted April 30, 1594, under doctor Robert Pearson, arch- 
deacon of Suffolk, and shortly after went abroad in search 
of antiquities, a study to which he was peculiarly attached* 
He appears to have been at Liege and at Rome. At hia 
return to England he travelled over most parts of that 
country, and, of Scotland, under the protection and eo^ 
courageraent of sir Robert Cotton and the learned Selden. 
In 1631 be published his '' Funeral Monuments/' and the 
aext year died at bis house in Clerkenwell-close, aged 
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fifty-six. He was buried in St. Jameses, Cierk^nwelt, with 
an inscription, in Strype's Survey. The following epitapb 
19 of ills own composition : 

Lancashire gave me breath. 
And Cambridge education 3 
Middlesex gave me deaths 
And this Church my humation } 
And Christ to me hath given 
A place with him in Heaven. 

Wood states him to ha%'e been a man of very diminutive 
sice, and accuses him of being '< too credulous in many 
matters.'' 

Weever's ** Funeral Monuments" is a work of great in- 
formation. It contains a variety of the most useful and 
entertaining matter, which must have cost th^ author much 
labour, but which he has not, as some say, executed with 
the greatest fidelity and diligence, being indeed very de- 
ficient in point of accuracy, especially in the numeral let- 
ters and figures. The title of the work is, *^ Ancient Fvne- 
rail Monvments within the Vnited Monarchie of Great firi- 
taine, Ireland, and the islands adiacent, with the dissolued 
monasteries therein contained : their founders, and what 
eminent persons baue beene in the same interred, etc. In- 
termixed and illustrated with variety of historical! obser- 
vations, annotations, and briefe notes, extracted out of 
approued authors, infallible records, lieger bookes, char- 
ters, rolls, old manuscripts, and the collections of iudicious 
antiquaries, etc. : composed by the studie and trauels of 
John Weever. Spe labor Levis. London, printed by Tho- 
mas Harper, 163 K. And are to be sold by Lawrence Sad- 
!^, at the si^e of the Golden Lion in Little Britaine.'* 
Prefixed is au engraved title by Cecill : it contains pp. 
671^ exclusive of the dedication to king Charles, epistle to 
the reader, and index ; and is illustrated with wood-cuts. 
The author dates his epistle ** from my house in Clerkeu* 
well-close, this 28tb of May, 1631." It appears that, had 
he lived, he intended to have published Modern Monu- 
mental iQscriptions, as a companion to bis former work, of 
which a second edition appeared 1661, Lond. folio, with a 
head of Weever, and a third in 1766, 4to, witfi some im- 
provements, by the rev. William Teokc^, F. R. S. There 
lire many of his original MSS. in the library of the Society • 
'of Antiquaries, and he is supposed to have been the author 
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qf a *^ History of Christ in verse/' noticed in the Censum 
Literaria. ^ 

W£ISS£ (Christian Felix), a modern German poet 
and miscellaneous writer of great fame in his country, was 
a native of Saxony, where he was born in 1726. He ap- 
pears to have devoted the principal part of his life to lite- 
rary porsttiu, particularly poetry, the drama, and the prin- 
ciples of education. He obuined the place of electoral re- 
ceiver for the circle of Upper Saxony, which probably made 
his circumstances easy, while it did not interrupt hisjiu- 
merous dramatic and other compositions. ' He died at 
Leipsic, Dec. 15, 1804, in the seventy-ninth year of his 
age* He wrote a great many tragedies and comedies, the 
former of which are esteemed by his countrymen equal to 
those of Racine, and his comedies had great success, al-^ 
though the German critics give the preference to his comic 
operas. They also speak in the highest terms of his Ana- 
creoQtic odes,. his Amazonian songs, and his translation of 
Tyrt^us. He was^ a long time editor of the *^ Library of 
the Belles Lettres,'' a much esteemed German literary 
journal. He published also a periodical work from 1776 
to 1732, called the '^ Friend of Children,*' collected after- 
wards into volumes, and consisting of many interesting arti- 
cles calculated to promote a love of virtue and of instruc- 
tion in young minds. In this he has had several imitators ; 
and Berquin's <^ Ami des enfans'* is said to be little more 
than a translation or imitation of Weisse's work. He pub- 
lished also ** The correspondence of the family of the 
Friend of children/' in a periodical form, but which is said 
to be a new edition, in a more convenient shape, of his pre- 
ceding work. ' 

W£LCHMAN (Edward), a learned . English divine, 
was the son of John Welchman of Banbury in Oxfordshire. 
He was born about 1665, and became a commoner of Mag^ 
dalen hall ill 1679. He took his degree of bachelor of 
arts in April 1683, was admitted probationer fellow of Mor- 
ton college in 1684, and master of arts in June 1688* . 
After entering into holy orders, he was presented by the 
society of Merton college to the rectory of Lapworth, with 
which he held that of Solihull in Warwickshire. He be- 

* Goagh^t Topography.— Alb. Ok. vol. I.— Gent. Mag. volf. LVIII. LXXVI. 
and LXXVII.-^Warton's Hist, of Feetfy.— Ccmara Literaria, rol. H.-— CoU'f 
MS. AtbeiMi in Brit. Mui. 
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cftma abo archdeacon of Cardigan. He died May SS, 
1739. Ooe of bis sons was afterwards reduced to kmp an 
inn at Stratford on Avon *. 

Mr. archdeacon Welchman^s chief publication was bis 
illustration of the thirty-nine articles, written originally in 
Latin, bot afterwards translated from the sixth edition, 
under the title of "Hie Thirty-nine articles of the Church 
of England, illustrated with notes, &c.^' 8?o. ~ Of this there 
have been many editions. He published also, 1. "A de- 
fence of the Church of England from the charge of schism 
and heresy, as laid against it by the vindicator of the de* 
prived bishops (Mr. Henry Dodwell),*' Loud. 169S, 4to» 
2, " The Husbandman's Manual : directing him how to 
improirb the several actions of his calling, and the* most 
usual occunrences of his life, to the glory of God, and be- 
nefit of his soul,*' ibid. 1695, 8vo, written for the use of 
hia parishioners in Lapworth. 3. '< Dr. Clarke's Scriptum 
doctrine of the Trinity examined," Oxon. 1714, 8vo. 4. 
** A conference with an Arian,*' &e. without bis name, 
ibid. 1721, 8vo. Besides three ocqasional sermolis, enu* 
merated by Cooke, we may add an edition of Novatiairs 
works, carefully corrected by our author, and published at 
Oxford in 1724, 8vo.' 

WELLS (Edward), a learned English divine, of whom 
we are sorry our materials are so scanty, was admitted a 
■cholar at Westminster school in 1680, and was thence 
elected to Christ-church, Oxford, in 1686, where he pro- 
ceeded M.A. in 1693, and B. and D. D. in 1704. He was 
a tutor ill his college, and among others had under his 
care, the celebrated antiquary Browne Willis, who pre- 
sented him to the rectory of Blechley in Buckinghamshire, 
where bis nephew, Edward Wells, was his curate. Dr. Weils 
also obtained the rectory of Cottesbacb in Leicestershire in 
1717, and died in August 1727. Among Dr. Wells's use- 
ful publications are, I. ''Afi historical Geography of the 
Old and New Testament, illustrated with maps and chro* 

. * ** Whilst the coacbmao itopped tnticii (literary) merii of bif own to 

to Wiier hit horses, my landlord, out boa«t of, mine host uever failed lo 

of civility, camo to pay bit coiopli- arquaSnt hii customeft wiih. " Oen* 

inevu to Dr. Oreville, wtio knew the ileoaen/' be would say. '* you have 

man to be a foo of the Itparned Dr. doubi lest heard of my father ; he 

Wdchman, well known for bis illat> made the tlitriy-aine artictet." Spi- 

iratisQ of the thirty-nine articles: ritual Qmxo«e, Book XI L Chap. IS. 
which piece oC history, as he bad not 
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nological tables," 4 vola. Svo. 2. *^ The young g«ntla« 
man'f course of Mathematics^" S vols. Svo. 3. *^An big«» 
toricai Geography of the New Testament/* Svo. 4. *^ Arith* 
metic and Geometry," S vols. Svo. 5. ** A paraphrase* 
with annotations on all the books of the Old and Near 
Testament/' 6 vols. 4to. 6. ^' An help for the right ua« 
derstanding of the several divine laws and covenants," 8vOi 
7. ** Controversial Treatises against the Dissenters/* 8* ^ 
^VAn Exposition of 'the Church Catechism." 9. ^^PraytfS 
on common occasions," a sequel lo the preceding. 10* 
'^ Harmonia Grammsticalis ; or a view of the agreement 
between the Latin and Greek tongues, as to the decliuing 
of words," &c. 11. *' A Letter to a friend concerning the 
grei^t sin of taking God's name in vain." 12. ^^Elementa 
Arithmetics^ numerosoe et speciose." He published also 
some other tracts on subjects of practical religion, particu^ 
lariy specified in our authority; and was the editor qf a 
good edition of *^ Dionysius's Geography," Gr. and Lac 
Oxfoni, i 706. He was esteemed one of the most accurate 
geographers of his time.^ 

WELLS, or WELLES (Samuel), a nonconformist dw 
vine, the son of Mr. William Wells, of St. Peter's East, 
in Oxford, was born there August 18, 1614, and brought 
up in Magdalen college, but is not mentioned ^by Wood. 
He commenced M. A. in 1636; married Mrs. Dorothy Poy- 
iey, of Auborn in Wilts, 1637, being the twenty-se<?ond 
year of his age. He was ordained Dec. 23, 1 633, at whioh ' 
time he kept a school in Wandsworth. He was assistaiil 
to Dr. Temple, at Battersea, in 1639. lo the war-timei 
for their security, he removed his family into Fetter-lane, 
London, about J 644 ; and about that time was in the army, 
chaplain to.Col. Essex. He was fixed minister at Remnam, 
in Berks, J 647, where his income is said to be 200L per 
annum, but notabove twenty families in the parish. He 
was invited to Banbury in Oxfordshire ; accepted the offer, 
and settled there in 1649, though a place of less profit^ 
namely, about 100/. per annum. His reason for leaving 
Remnam was, that he might do good to more souls. When 
the troubles were over, he had the presentation of Brink** 
wortb, said to be about 300/. per annum, but declined il 
for the former reason. When the Bartholomew- Act dis- 
ptaced him, he remitted 100/. due from Banbury; antd 

t Nlcbolfg Hitt. of Leiccrtorakire. 
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afterwardv would cbeerfolly profess, ^^ that be had not one 
earkiog thought about the support of his family, though 
he had then ten children, and his wife big with another." 
The Five-Mile act removed him to Dedington, about five 
miles distant from Banbury, but as soon as the times would 
permit, be returned to Banbury, and there Continued till 
bis death. There Mr. (afterwards Dr.) White, of Kidder* 
riiioster, the church minister, was very friendly and fami- 
liar with him, frequently paying each other visits; and one 
speech of his, when at Mr. WellsU, is still remembered. 
** Mr. Wells," said he, *' I wonder how you do to live so 
comfortably. Methinks you, with your numerous family, 
live more plentifully on the providence of God than I can 
with the benefits of the parish." Mr Wells was of a cheer- 
ful disposition, and of a large and liberal heart to ail, but 
especially to good uses. It was the expression of one who 
had often heard him preach, <*That his auditory^s ears 
were chained to his lips." As he used to hear Mr. White 
in public, so Mr. White, though secretly, went to hear him 
in .private ; and once, upon his taking leave, he was heard 
to say, ''Well, f pray God to bless your labours in private, 
and mine in public." There is a small piece of Mr. Wells's 
printed ; the titl^, '' A Spirituall Remembrancer," sold by 
Cockrell. > 

WELSERUS. See VELSERUS. 
' WELSTED (LEONiap), a minor poet and miscellaneous 
writer, born at Abi'ngton in Northamptonshire in 1639, 
received the rudiments of his educaUon in Westminster* 
school, where he wrote the celebrated little poem called 
'^ Apple-Pie," which was universally attributed to Dr. King, 
and as such had be^n incorporated in bis works. Very 
early in life Mr. Welsted obtained a place in the office of 
ordnance,, by the interest of bis friend the earl of CUre, to 
whom, in 1715, he addressed a small poem (which Jacob 
calls " a vfery good one") on hia being created duke of 
Newcastle ; and to whom, in 1724, he dedicated an octavo 
volume, under the title of '' Epistles, Odes^ &c. written on 
several subjects; with ti translation of L ot iginu s's Treatise 
on the Sublime." In 1717 he wrote ''The Genius, on 
occasion of the duke of Marlborough's Apoplexy ;*' an ode 
much commended by Steele, and so generally admired as 
to be attributed to Addison; and afterwards "An Epistle 

> Gent. Mas* vot LIV.— Caltny. 
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to Dr. Gartb, ou the Duke^s death/' He addressed a 
poem to the cotintess of Warwick, on her marriage. witti 
Mr. AddUon ; a f>oetical epistle to the dul^eof Chandos; 
and an. ode to earl Cadogan, which was highly extolled by 
Dear> SmeJley. Sir Richard Steele was indebted to bin) 
for both the proloirue anil epilogue to ^^The Consciooa 
Lat'ers ;'' and ^|r. Philips, for a cotnpiinientary poem on 
bi9 tragedy of " Hnmfrey duke of Gloucester." In 17.18,. 
he wroi^ " The Triumvirate, or a letter in verae from Pi^- 
lelnon to Celia, from Bath,** which was considered aa a 
satire against Mr. Pope. He wrote several other occasiodal 
pieces against this gentleman, who, in recompence for^if 
enmity, thus mentioned faini in his '^ Dunciad :*' 

*' Flow, Welsted, flow ! like thine inspirer, beer; 
Though stale) hot ripe ; though thin, yet never clear ; 
So^sweetly mawkish % and so smoothly dull ; 
Heady, not strongs o*erflowing, though not full." 

In 1726 he published a comedy called *^The Dissemblec) 
Wanton." In the notes on tbe ** Dunciad,** II. 207, it is 
invidiously said, ^' he wrote other things which we cannot 
remember.*'* Smedley, ie his Metamorphosis of Scriblf^ 
rua^ mentions one, uie hymn of a gentleman to bis Creae-i 
tor-*: and. there was another in praise either of a oeUa^v 
or a garret. L. W. characterised in the ^^ Bathos, or tbj? 
Art of Sinking,** as a didapper, and after- as an eel, is saiil 
jto be this person, by Dennis, Daily Journal of May. llj 
1728. He was also eliaracterised under the title of f nplhtip 
animal, a mule, by tbe author of a simile, which was b^nd^ 
about a< the sncne time, and which is preserved in tbenotfia 
on the Dunciad. , 

In anottier note, it is maliciously recorded that h^ re- 
ceived lit one tiaak tbe sum of five hundred pounds for 
aecret st^rvict*, among the other excellent authors hired tf^ 
write anqnymonsly for the ministry. That sum did c<ir- 
tainly pass through his hands ; but it is now. well knowil 
that it was for the use of sir Richard St^le. And ip a 
piece, said, but ialst^y, to have been written by Mr.W^r 
ated, called *^ The Characters of tbe Times,** printed ia 
1728, 8vo, he is made to say of bi^nself, that ^^be bad, in 
his youth, raised so great expectfitions of his future ge- 
nius^ that there was a kind of struggle between tbe . two 

* Mr.Weltted, in 1*126, lameoted writlen by a fentleiBaii on aooonntof 
tlw dtfslh of a bolovod child, to a poem * the daatb of hit only daoghttr. Sto tlit 
called «A H/ma to tb« Creator,'* Poem in Gcat. Maf. vol. Ul. p. 9Sa. 
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sniveraitiesi which shoald baTe the honour of his edaca- 
lion ; to compound this, be civilly became a member of 
botb^ and, after baring passed some time at the one, he 
removed to the other. Thence be- returned to town, where 
he became the darling expectation of all the polite wri« 
ters, whose encouragement he acknowiedged, in bis oc- 
easional poemsyin a manner that will make no ^mall part 
of the fame of bis protectors. It also appears from his 
Works, that he was happy in the patronage of the most 
illustrious characters of the present age Encouraged by 
such a combination in his favour, he published a book of 
poems, some in the Ovidian, some in the Horatian, man- 
ner; in both which the most exquisite judges pronounced, 
he even rivalled hb masters. His love-verses have rescued 
that way of writing from contempt. In translations he has 
given us the very soul and spirit of bis authors. His odes, 
his epistles, his verses, bis love-tales, all are the most per- 
fect things in all poetry.'' If this pleasant representation 
ef our author's abilities were just, it would seem no won- 
der^ if the two universities should strive with each other 
for the honour of bis education. Our author, however, 
does not appear to have been a mean poet ; be bad cer« 
tainiy, from nature, a good genius ; but, after he came to 
town, be became a votary to pleasure^ and the applauses 
^ his friends, which taught him to overvalue bis talents, 
perhaps slackened his diligence ; and, by making him trust 
solely to nature, slight the assistance of art. Prefixed to 
the collection of bis poems is ^ A Dissertation concerning 
the Perfection of the English language, the State of 
Poetry," &c. 

Mr. Welsted married a daughter of Mr. Henry Purcell, 
who died in 1724; and by whom he bad one daughter^ 
who died at the age ef eighteen, uiimarried. His seciAid ^ 
#ife, who survived him, was sister to sir Hoveden Walker, 
ifid' to Mr. Walker, the defender of Londonderry. He had 
iin official house in the Tower of London, where he died ill 
1747.' His works were regularly collected in one octavo 
V6lttm^, and his fair fame as a man completely vindicated, 
by Mr. Nichols, in 1787. * 

WELWOOD (James), a Scotch physician and bisto- 
tian, was born near Edinburgh 1652, and edouated atGlas^ 
gow; whence he went over to Holland with his parents, 

' 1 Life and Worki by Mr. Kicbob. 
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who .w^e drWen from Scotlad^l ir> consequence of V^^og 
been suspected as accessary to the murder of archbishop 
Sh^rp, ill 1679. Having spent some years at Leyden^ be 
took bis degrees in physic, and came o?er with king Wil- 
liam at tiie revolution. He was then appointed one of the 
kiag*s physicians for Scotland, and settled at Edinburgh, 
and became very eminent in bis profession, acquiring a 
considtirable fortune. Strongly attached to republican no- 
tioos of civil government, he wrote a volume of ^^Menioiis 
of Ei^land from 1588 to 1688,'* which although extremely 
well written, yet betray plain marks of a party-spirit He 
died at Edinburgh 17 16, aged sixty-four. ' 

WENTWORTH (Thomas, Earl of Steafford), an 
eminent, but unfortunate statesman, of an ancient family, 
the son of sir William Wentworth of Yorkshire, was boro 
April 13, 1593, in Chancery-lane, London, at the boose 
of his maternal grandfather, a barrister of Lincoln's-inn. 
Being the eldest of twelve children, and destined to inherit 
the honours and estate of the family, he was early initiated 
in those accompiishmenta which suited his rank ; and cob^ 
pleted his literary education at St John^s college, Cam^ 
bridge ; but of the plan or progress of his early studies, 
no p&rtioulars have been preserved. His proficiency at the 
university seems, however, to have impressed his friend^ 
with a favourable opinion of his talents, and at a futaie 
period of bis life, we find him patronising the cau^ of bts 
university with much earnestness, and receiving tbeir ae« 
knowledgments of bis favours. Having occasion to repve*- 
sent some misconduct of a churcb dignitary who had beea 
educated at Oxford, be could not help adding that such a 
divine was never produced at. Cambridge. Not withstand- 
iilg tbia» somewhat illiberal, sentiment, it was not from hia 
own university that he was destined to receive a tutos^ 
when he commenced his travels. That office fell upon 
Mr. John Greenwood, fellow of University college, Oxfocd^ 
of whom he long after spoke in the Inghest terms, and 
while be could retain him in his family, uniformly coo- 
suited him in all matters- of iroportatVce. With this gen* 
Uemiin he spent upwards of a year in France. 

The characteristic ardour of Wentworth*s afiectiona be- 
gSA to be very early remarked ; and as he was devoted to 
tiM iaiereau of his frienda^ he proved no leas decided ia 

^ Preceding editioa of thii I)itt«~C£os. Lit. vol. UU 
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the prosecation of bis enemies. Habituated to the iadul" 
gencies (rf a plentiful fortune, and unaccustomed to oppo- 
sition, be was choleric in the extreme, and the sudden rio^ 
lence of bis resentment was apt to transport him beyond 
all bounds of discretion. Yet this defect was in a great 
measure atoned for by the manliness and candour with 
which it was acknowledged. When bis friends, who per- 
ceived how "detrimental it must prove to his future welfare, 
frequently admonished him of it, their remonstrances were 
always taken in good part. He endeavoured, by watching 
still more anxiously his infirmity, to convince them of 
his earnest desire to amend : and bis attachment was in^ 
.creased towards those who advised him with sincerity and 
freedom. Sir George Badcliffe, the most intimate of his 
friends, infciVms us, that he never gained more upon his 
trust and affection than when he told him of his weaknesses. 
On his return from abroad Wentworth appeared at court, 
and was knighted by king James, and about the same time 
iparried Margaret Clifford, the eldest daughter of the earl 
of Cumberland. In the following year (1614) he suc- 
ceeded, by the death of bis father, to a baronetcy, and an 
estate of 6000/. a year. His time was now occupied with 
the pleasures and cares which naturally attend a country 
gentleman of distinction, but he seems to have quickly 
attracted the notice of his county and of government ; for 
he had not above a year enjoyed his inheritance when be 
was sworn into the commission of the peace, and nominated 
by sir John Savile to succeed him as custos rotulororo, or 
keeper of the archives, for the West Riding of Yorkshire, 
an office bestowed only on gentlemen of the first cooside- 
ntion. The resignation of Savile, although apparently 
voluntary, proceeded from some violent quarrels with his 
jieigbhours, the result of his restless and turbulent dispo- 
aition ; and even Wentworth soon became the objeet of bia 
decided .enmity. Having found means to interest in his 
favour the duke of Buckingham, who at that period go* 
:vemed the councils of king James, Savile meditated a 
restoration to his former office. At bis instance the duke 
wrote to Wentworth, informing him that the king, having 
again, taken sir John Savile into his favour, had resolved to 
employ him in his service ; and requesting that be would 
freely return the office of custos rotuiorum to the man who 
had voluntarily consigned it to his hands. Wentworth, in- 
stead of complying, exposed the misrepresentations of ' 
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antagonist ; shewed that bit resignation had been wning 
from him by necessity, and indicated his intention of 
coming to London to make good his assertion. The duke, 
though very regardless of giving offence in the pursuit of 
his purposes, did not, however, judge this a sufficient oc- 
casion to risk the displeasure of the Yorkshire gentlemen. 
He therefore replied with much seeming cordiality, as- 
suring Wentwortb that his former letter.proceeded entirely 
from misinformation, and that the king had only consented 
to dispense with his service from, the idea that he liiniself 
desired an opportunity to resign. This incident is chiefly 
remarkable as it laid the first foundation of that animosity 
with Buckingham which was the cause of many qut*stionable 
circumstances in the conduct of Wentworth. The duke 
was not of a disposition to forget even the slightest opposi-* 
tion to bis will ; and Wentwortb was not a man to be iuf- 
jured with impunity. 

A parliament having been summoned to meet in 1631, 
Wentwortb was returned for the comnty of York, and ap<- 
peared in the House of Commons at a period when an un- 
usual combination of circumstances drew forth a singular 
display of address, intrepidity, and eloquence. The part 
which Wentwortb acted during the two sessions of this par- 
liament, was circumspect and moderate. We indeed find 
him active in promoting the expulsion of a member who 
had spoken with much irreverence of a bill for repressing 
thcMe licentious sports on the sabbath, which the royal 
proclamation had authorised ; and when the king hazarded 
the assertion that the privileges of the commons were en«- 
joyed by his permission, and their deliberations controul- 
able by his authority, Wentwortb urged the House to de- 
clare explicitly that their privileges were their right and 
inheritance, and the direction of their proceedings subject 
solely to their own cognizance. The abrupt dissolution of 
the parliament, he followed with expressions of regret and 
apprehension. Yet his language ^towards the court was 
always respectful, and his eloquence more frequently em- 
ployed to moderate than to excite the zeal of his coU 
leagues. Two years after, in 1624, another parliament 
was called, in . which Wentwortb, again returned, appears 
to Jbava refrained from any particular activity. On the 
aocession, however, of Charles I. he took his station among 
the mast oonspicuous of the party in opposition to the 
measures of the court. But this did «at last long. Buck- 
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tpghana found means to conciliate him by expressions of 
esteem, and promises of future favour. These orertures 
were not unacceptable to Wentwortb. To the request for 
bis good offices, he replied *^ that be honoured the duke*s 
person, and was ready to serve bim in the quality of an 
honest man and a gentleman." The duke replied by cor- 
dial acknowledgments ; and during the short remainder of 
the session Wentworth exerted himself to moderate the 
resentment of his party. This, however, did not remove 
tbe appretiensions of Buckingham, and therefore, when in 
l$25 another parliament was called, he took care that 
Wentworth sbpuld be nominated sheriff of the county, 
which office then included a disability to serve in parliament. 
Wentworth did ail he could to avert this blow, but in vain; 
and he was flattering himself that he bore it with great 
composure and resignation, when Buckingham made him 
new overtures. Alarmed at the accusations preparing io 
parliament, and fearful of the general indignation bursting 
around him, Buckingham deemed it high time to conciliate 
some of those angry spirits whom his former insolence bad' 
exasperated. To Wentworth, whose vigour and influence 
were objects of dread, he forgot not to apply bis arts; and, 
having called him to a personal interview, assured him that 
his nomination as sheriff had taken place without his know- 
ledge, and during bis absence; and begged that all former 
mistakes should be buried in a contract of permanent friend* 
ship. The protestations of his grace were evidently false, 
kia proffer of amity probably insincere; yet Wentworth 
met his advances with cordiality ; and having again waited 
upon the duke, and experienced the most obliging reeep- 
tion he departed in full satisfaction for Yorkshire, to await, 
amidst his private and official avocations, the result of these 
favourable appearances. 

These appearances, however, were deiosive, and Went- 
worth either did not know Buckingham, or was blinded by 
bk own ambition. Within a few days he received his ma* 
jesty's order to revign the office of custos rotutomm to bta 
old antagonist sir John Savile^ accompanied with circues- 
stances which he felt as an insult. Yet we are told* tliat 
he did not allow his passion to silence the voice of discre* 
tion, but took precantiona that his quarrel with BoeUog- 
kam should not prejudice him with the king, whom he 
might hope hereafter to serve in a superior capaoiQf ; and 
Ills intimacy with sit iUohard Weston, chancellor of tlie 
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excbeqoeri farnisbcd - btm with the means of execuflng 
these intentions. He particularly salicits his friend, at 
some favourable opportunity, to represent to his majesty 
the estimation in which he was held by the late king, his 
ardent attachmest to bis present sovereign, his unfeigned 
erief at the apprehension of his displeasure, and bis eager 
desire to shew bis aifection and zeal by future services. 
To- those friends who were acquainted with all this, it 
seemed strange and incomprehensible, when tbey saw 
Wentwortb, not many months afterwards, boldly stand for* 
ward as the assertor of the popular rights, and resist the 
crown in its moat favourite exertions of power. But thia 
measore, says his late biographer, whom we principally 
follow,' though to them it might bear the aspect of impru* 
dence and temerity, was dictated by a profound apprecia* 
lion of the intervening circumstances. Whatever may be 
m this, it is certain that when the king endeavoured to 
raise a loan without the aid of parliament, Wentwortb, 
whether, as his biographer says, animated by patriotism, 
or led by a skilful ambition, refused to pay the demanded 
eOQtribution ; and having, before the privy council, per* 
aiflted in justifying his conduct, be was fii*st thrown into 
prison, and afterwards, as a mitigated punishment, seot to 
Dartford, in Kent, with a prohibition to go above two miles 
from the town. This confitiemeot did not last lon^, for 
Ml the calKng of a new parliament in 1628, be was le* 
l«lised, and re-elected for the county of York. 

In. this pariiament Wentwortb condemned the arbitrary 
measures that had been adopted since tbey last met, and 
maintained that tbey were alike pernicious to the so* 
.vereign and the subject. He also was a strenuous advocate 
for that memorable declaration which whs called a petition 
of right, and prevailed on the House to rcsoive, ^^ that 
grievanees and supply should go hand in hatid, and the 
latter, in no case, precede the former.'* When soTue pro- 
posed to rest satisfied with the king's assurances of future 
adUiefeDce to law, without pressing the petition ot right, 
heatrenaously opposed this 'dangerous remission. '^ There 
^ath been,'* said he, ^' a public violation o^ the laws hy 
his aiajetty's ministers ; and nothing sliall sati^^y me but a 
poblic amends. Our desire to vindicate the subject's 
ngfata exceeds not what is laid down in former laws, with 
some modest provision for instruction and performances/* 
Wkenf the lords prc^oaed to add to the petition a saving 
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clause, importing that all their pretensiont for liberty still 
left entire the claims of royal authority, and using the new 
term ** sovereign power," instead of " prerogative," Went-^ 
worth exclaimed against the evasion. '^ If we do admit of 
this addition," said he, ** we shall leave the subject in a 
worse state than we found him. Let us leave all power to 
his majesty to bring malefactors to legal punishment ; but 
our laws are not acquainted with ^ sovereign power.* We 
desire no new thing, nor do we offer to trench on his oi»- 
jesty's prerogative ; but we may not recede from this pe* 
tition, either in whole or in part." 

Such were the sentiments which Wentworth was soon to 
abandon fr (he support of and a share in the measures of 
the court. It has already been seen that Wentworth, though 
violent, wm not inflexible, and the ministers calculated 
right when they supposed he might be detached from his 
party. Possessed of an uncommon influence with that 
party, which had been evinced by their ready acquiescence 
in his suggestions, he had formerly shewn a willingness to 
engage in the service of the court, and had repaid its 
neglect by a bold, keen, and successful opposition. These 
and other consideratio«is in favour of Wentworth were 
strengthened by the good offices of his friend Weston, who 
bad lately been promoted to the office of lord high trea* 
surcr, and who now repaid his former confidence by a 
zealous patronage. But it was not by empty overtures, or 
some flattering professions of Buckingham, that WeMh 
worth, often deceived, and repeatedly insulted, was to be 
won from a party that yielded him honour by its esteem, 
and authority by its support. To an immediate place in 
the peerage, with the title of baron, was added the-as« 
surance of speedy promotion to a higher rank, and to* the 
presidency of the council of York. 

It will be difficult to vindicate lord Wentworth in this 
proceeding, although the attempt has been made by some 
of his biograpiters. Hume speaks of it with mildness and 
imparti>iht\, and most readers will concur in his opinion. 
^* His fiii«'lit\ io the kin^," says this historian, ** was un* 
shaken^ but as he now employed all his counsels to sap** 
port the prerogative, which he had formerly beot all bit 
powers to diminish, his virtue seems not to have beeo eiK 
tirely pure^ but to have been susceptible of strong inipre»« 
aions from private interest and ambition." 
That lys genius was better adapted to bis present than 
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fais former rituation, and that, in fact, be had hitherto been 
only acting a part, sooii <tppeared from his conduct as pre* 
sideot of the council of York. The council of York, or of 
the North, was peculiarly suited to the genius uf an abso- 
lute monarchy. The same forms of administering justice 
bad prevailed in the four northern counties, as in other 
parts of Eugland, till the thirty-first year ot Henry VIII,; 
when an insurrection, attended with muth btood.slied and 
disorder, induced that monarch to grant a commissron o£ 
oyer and terminer to the archbishop of York, with some 
lawyers and gentlemen of that county, for the purpose of 
investigating the grounds of those outrages, and bringing 
the malefactors to punishment according to the laws of the* 
land. The good effects of the commission in restoring 
tranqaillity, caused its duration to be prolonged ; and, on 
the re-appearance of commotions in those quarters, it was, 
in succeeding times, frequently renewed. An abuse gra- 
dually arose out of a simple expedient. Elizabeth, and 
after her, James, found it convenient to alter the tenour 
of the commission, to increase the sphere of its jurisdic- 
tion, and to augment its circumscribed legal authority by 
certain discretionary powers. And to such an ascendancy 
was this court raised, by the enlarged instructions granted 
to Wentworth, that the council of York now engrossed the 
whole jurisdiction of the four northern counties, and em- 
braced the powers of the courts of common law, the chan- 
cery, and even the exorbitant authority of the star-cham- 
ber. Convinced that the monarch would in vain aspire to 
an independent supremacy, without imparting his unli- 
mited powers to his subordinate officers, Wentworth still 
felt his extensive authority too circumscribed, and twice 
applied for an enlargement of its boundaries. His com- 
mission, says Clarendon, *' placed the northern counties 
entirely beyond the protection of the common law ; it in- 
cluded fifty-eight instructions, of which scarcely one did 
not exceed or directly violate the common law ; and by its 
natural operation, it had almost overwhelmed the country 
under the sea of arbitrary power, and involved the people 
in a labyrinth of distemper, oppression, and poverty.'' It 
is allowed also that the office bad a bad effect on his tem- 
per, which, although naturally warm, had been long cor- 
rected hy ^. sound and vigorous judgment; but now bis 
passions often burst forth with a violence, neither demanded 
by the importance of the occasion, nor consi:»tent with the 
former moderation of bis character. 
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In 163 1 be was appointed lerd-depaty of Ireland ; and^ 
the following year, after burying hit second wife and mar^ 
rying a third, be went over to his new governmeoty in* 
vested with more ample powers than had been granted to 
bis predecessors. This, however, did not prevent him 
from soliciting a farther extension of those powers ; and 
which accordingly he obtained. He found the revenue of 
Ireland under great anticipations, and loaded with a deb| 
of 106,000/. This occasioned the army to be both' ill 
clothed and ill paid, and the excesses of the soldiers were 
great. He set himself, however, in a short time, to re- 
medy these inconveniences ; and having procured the con- 
tinuance of the voluntary contribution of the nobility, gen- 
try, and freeholders, he was very punctual in the payment 
of the soldiers, which put a stop to many of their disorders ; 
and he was very successful in restoring military discipline. 
Ir July 1634, he assembled a parliament at Dublin, which 
granted six subsidies, payable out of lands and goods, each 
subsidy consisting of about 45,000/. to be raised in four 
years; the greatest sum ever known to be granted to the 
crown in that kingdom. The disposal of this money being 
entirely left to lord Wentworth, he judiciously employed 
it in paying the army, in reducing the incumbrances upon 
the public, and in all branches of government. Tliese 
services greatly recommended lord Wentworth to the king, 
who testified his satisfaction in what he had done ; but it 
has been complained that his government was not equally 
acceptable to the people. He had greater abilities than 
policy, and by a haughty behaviour irritated some of the 
most considerable persons in the kingdom. 

Before be had been many months in Ireland', he solicited 
the king to raise him to the dignity of an earl, but had the 
mortification to meet with a repulse. The king seems to 
have been unwilling to bestow this honour on one who had 
incurred a considerable share of popular odium, and whose 
misconduct his majesty would have been thought to ap- 
prove had he given such a decided proof of royal favour. 
About two years after, he made the same application to the 
king, who again declined the request, but now in a man- 
ner so pointed and decisive as seemed to bar all hopes of 
cojmpliance. He assured Wentworth that the cause of bis 
request, namely, to refute the malicious insinuations of 
his enemies, atid prove that his majesty disbelieved their 
calumnies, would, if known, rather encourage than Silcfnee 
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his enemiesy who would become more bold, and dangeroitt 
when they found that they were feared. But this did uot 
reconcile Wentworth to the disappointment^ which he 
continued to feel bitterly, until the king sending for him 
in September 1639, he was in January following raised to 
bis long-desired dignity, the earldom of StraiFord. At the 
same time he was raised from the title of deputy to that of 
lord^lieutenant of Ireland, and was likewise made a knight 
of the garter. 

On his return to Ireland, where he remained about a 
fortnight, he sat in parliament, had four subsidies granted, 
appointed a council of war, and gaTe orders to levy SOOO 
men, which with 2000 foot, and 1000 horse, which was 
the standing army in Ireland, and 5000 horse to be joiued 
with them, were to be sent into Scotland, under his lord- 
ship's command, to reduce that country to obedience. 

He then embarked for England, although at that time 
labouring under serious indisposition. On his recovery, 
he was made lieutenaut*general of the English forces in 
the North, but the king having agreed to a truce with the 
Scots, his lordship had business of a more serious nature 
to attend to. On Nov. 3, 1640, the parliament,' called 
afterwards the long parliament, met, and was composed of 
nien who were determined to redress what they called 
abuses, by their own authority. In this design, the only 
dangerous obstacle which they feared to encounter, was 
the vigour and talents of StraiFord. While. the popular 
leaders detested him as a traitor to their cause, and the 
Scots as the implacable enemy of their nation, all equally 
dreaded those abiKties which had laid Ireland prostrate at 
bis feet, and which had almost inspired the royal counsels 
with decision. While he continued at the head of an army, 
there was no security that he might not, by some sudden 
movement, confound and crush their projects; and nothing 
seemed, therefore, possible to be achieved, till his de- 
struction was first accomplished. 

The apprehensions of the king soon brought their dreaded 
adversary into' their pouer. When he compared the ma- 
nagement of an Irish parliament by Strafford, with bis own 
abortive attempts in England, Charles, without duly weigh- 
ing the difference of circumstances, was led to expect 
from this minister's assistance, an issue no longer possible. 
Strafford hesitated to incur certain dangers in so hopeless a 
struggle. To the royal summons for his attendance in 
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pariiameot, be replied by an earnest request that be migbt 
be pennitted to retire to bit goTemmeDt in Ireland, or 
to some other place where be might promote the service of 
bis majesty ; and not deliver himself into th^ bands of his 
enraged enemies. But to these representations Charles 
refused to listen; and| with too much confidence in a 
firmness which had so often failed him, he encouraged his 
minister by a solemn promise, that ** not a hair of his head 
should be touched by the parliament.** 

Strafford at length prepared to obey these repeated man- 
dates; and having discovered a traitorous correspondence, 
in which his enemy Savile and some other lords had invited 
the Scots to invade England, he resolved to anticipate and 
confound his adversaries by an accusation of these popular 
leaders. But no sooner were the Commons informed that, 
be had taken his seat among the peers, than they ordered 
their doors to be shut ; and after they had continued several 
hours in deliberation, Pym appeared at the bar of the 
House of Lords; and in the name of the Commons of 
England, impeached the earl of Strafford of high treason. 
This charge was accompanied by a desire that he should 
be sequestered from parliament, and forthwith committed 
to prison ; a request which, after a short deliberation, was 
granted. A committee of thirteen was chosen by the 
lower House, to prepare a charge against him. The arti- 
cles of impeachn^ent, produced at his trial, were twenty- 
eight in number, and regarded his conduct, as president of 
the council of York, as lord-lieutenant of Ireland, and as 
counsellor or commander in England. It would be impos- 
sible to detail all the. circumstances of his trial, which was 
conducted with great solemnity ; but though four months 
were employed by the managers in framing the accusation, 
and all StrafFord*s answers were extemporary, it appears 
from comparison, not only that be was free from the crime 
of treason, of which there is not the least appearance, bi|t 
that his conduct, making allowance for human infirmities, 
exposed to such severe sci[utiny, was innocent, and even 
laudable. The masterly and eloquent speech he made on 
bis trial has always been admired as one of the first com- 
positions of the kind in that age. ** Certainly," say Whit- 
lockcy who was chairman of the impeaching committee, 
*^ never any man acted such a part, on such a theatre, with 
more wisdom, constancy, and eloquence, with greater rea- 
son, judgment, and temper, and with a better grace in all 
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Ut words and actions, than did this great and exeellent 
persoii ; and be moved the hearts of all his auditors, sotui 
few excepted, to remorse and pity/' But his fate was de- 
termined upon. His enemies resolved to hasten it, at tb^ 
expence of justice, by adopting a proceeding, which oter* 
stepped the established forms and maxims of law, And 
against which innocence could form no protection. Dread-^ 
ing the decision of the lords, if the charges and evidence 
were to be weighed by the received rules, they resolved to 
proceed by a bill of attainder : and to enact that Strafford 
was guilty of high treason, and had incurred its punish- 
ment. The commons endeavoured to veil the Jnfamy of 
this proceeding, by an attempt, not less infamous, and 
still more absurd, to satisfy the legal rules of evidence. 
The advice of Strafford about the employment of the Irish 
army, and which, by a forced interpretation, was construed 
into a design to subdue England by that force, had hither- 
to 'been attested by the solitary evidence of sir Henry 
Vane; but an attempt was now made to maintain tfatf 
charge by two witnesses, as the laws of treason required. 
The younger Vane, on inspecting some of hi? father's 
papers, discovered a minute, as it appeared, of the con- 
sultation at which the words imputed to Strafford were 
alleged to have been spoken ; and this minute was recog- 
nised by the elder Vane, as taken down by him at th^ 
time, in his quality of secretary. In reporting this disco- 
very to the House, Pym maintained, in a solemn argument, 
that the written evidence of sir Henry Vane, at the period 
of the transaction, and his oral evidence at present, ought 
to be considered as equivalent to the testimony of two wit- 
nesses ; and this extravagant position was actually sanc- 
tioned by the House, and adopted as a ground of their 
proceedings. 

Several members, even among the personal enemies of 
Strafford, remonstrated against this complicated injustice, 
but in vain ; and no obstacle could restrain the commons 
from pursuing their victim to death, nor were they without 
means to accelerate the progress of the bill of attainder in 
the tipper House. As a warning to the lords, the names of 
the fifty-nine commoners who had voted against it, were 
posted up in consfripnous places, with this superscription^ 
** The Straflbrdians, the men who to save a traitor would 
betray their country.'' The populaee, indeed, were ex- 
4:ited to 'every species of outrage, in order to iptimidate the 
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House of Lords as well as his Majesty, and tbey succeeded 
too well in both cases. Out of eighty lords who bad beea 
present during the whole trial, only forty- six now ren- 
tured to attend ; and when the bill came to a vote, it was 
carried with eleven dissenting, voices. The king, who 
dreaded that himself and family might fall victims to the 
vindictive rioters, summoned his privy-council to devise 
means for his. safety, and they declared no other could be 
found hut his assent to the death of Strafford ; he repre- 
lented the violence which be should thus impose on his 
conscience; and they referred him to ihe prelates, who» 
trembling under their own Tipprehensions,* earnestly con* 
curred in the advice of the privj^-counsellors. Juxon alone, 
whose courage was not inferior lo his other virtues, vea* 
tured to advise him, if in his conscience he did not ap* 
prove of the bill, by no means to assent to it. 

. StraflFord, hearing of the king*s irresolution and anxiety, 
wrote a letter, in which he entreated his majesty, for the 
^ake of public peace, to put an end to his unfortunate, 
however innocent life, and to quiet the tumujtuous people 
by granting them the request for which they were so im* 
portunate. The magnanimity of this letter made little im- 
pression on tbe courtiers who surrounded the king ; they 
novf urged, that the full consent of Strafford to his own 
death absolved his majesty from every scruple of con* 
science ; and after much anxiety and doubt, tbe king 
granted a commission to four noblemen to give the royal 
assent, in his name, to the bill, a measure ultimately as 
pernicious to Charles as it was now to Strafford, for with it 
was coupled his assent to the bill which rendered this par- 
liament perpetual. But so much was his majesty at this 
time under the presence of terror, or regard for Strafford, 
that be did not perceive that this last bill was of fatal con- 
sequence to himself. In fact, in comparison with the bill 
of attainder, this concession made no figure in his eyes. 
A circumstance, says Hume, which, if ii lessen our idea 
of bis resolution or penetratjon, serves to prove the in- 
tegrity of his hearty and the goodness of his disposition^ 
It is indeed certain,, that strong compunction for bis con- 
sent to Strafford's execution attended this unfortunate 
prince during the remainder of his life ; and even at hii 
own. fatal end, the memory of this guilt, with great sorrow: 
and raiuorse,. recurred upon him. 

Strafford^ notwithstanding his voluntary surrendc^r of his 


W E N T W O RT H. 2dl 

life^ in the letter he wrote to the king, was not ^uUe pre- 
pared to expect so sudden a dereliction by his sovereign. 
When secretary Carieton waited on 'him with the ioteUi. 
gence» and stated Ihs own consent as the circumstance that 
had chiefly moved the king, the astonished prisoner in- 
quired \i' his majesty had indeed sanctioned the bill? and 
when assured of the fatal truth, he exclaimed : ** Put not 
your trust in priiices, nor in the sons of men; for in them 
ibere is no Salvation." Resuming, - however, his accus- 
tomed fortitUvIe, he began now to prepare for his fate, and 
employed the short interval of three daya, which was al- 
lowed him, in the concerns of his friends and his family. 
He humbly petitioned - the House of Lords to have com* 
passion on his innocent children. He wrote his last in- 
structions to bis eldest son, exhorting him to be obedient 
and grateful to those entrusted with his education ; to be sin- 
cere and £»iihfiii towards his sovereign, if he should ever be 
called into public service; and, as he foresaw that the re- 
v^ues of the church would be despoiled, he charged him 
to take no part in a sacrilege which would certainly be .fol- 
lowed by the curse of Heaven. He shed tears over the 
untimely fate of Wandesfnrd, whom he had entrusted with 
the care of his government, and the protection of his fa- ^ 
mily, and who, on learning the dangers of his friend and 
patron, had fallen a victim to grief and despair. In a part- 
ing letter to his wife, he endeavoured to support her cou- 
rage; and exprt?ssed a hope, that his successor, lord Dil- 
lon, would behave with tenderness to her and her orphans. 
On being refused an interview with sir George Radcliffe and 
archbishop Laud, his fel low-prisoners in the Tower, he 
conveyed a tender adieu to the one, and to the other an 
e;arnest request for his prayers and his parting blessing. 
. His laie«t biographer remarks, that the day of Strafford's 
execution threw a brighter lustre over his name, than hia 
most memorable transactions. As he passed along to Tower 
Hill, on which the scaffold was erected, the populace, who 
eagerly thronged to the spectacle, beheld his noble de- 
portment with admiration. His tall and stately figure, the 
grave, dignified symmetry of his features, corresponded- 
with the general impression of his character: and the 
mildness, which had taken place of the usual aeverity of 
his forehead^ expressed repentance enlivened by hope, 
and fortitude tempered by resignation. In his address to 
t)ie people from the scaffold, he assured them that he sub- 
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mitted to hh dentence with perfect iretignation ; that treelf 
and froih hb bean he forgave all the world. ^* I apeak/^ 
said he, " ii> the presence of Almighty God, before whom 
I-stAmi: there is not a displeasing thoitght that ariseth in 
me to any oftan.^' He declared that, however his actiens 
might bate been misinterpreted, his intentions had aiwayr 
been upright : that he loved parliaments, that he was de- . 
voted to the constitution sind to the church of England r that 
be ever considered the interests of the king and people as- 
insepeiably onited ; and that, living or dying, the prospe- 
rity of Ihs country was his fondest wish. But he expressed 
his fears, ^ that the omen was bad for the intended refor- 
mation of the state, that it conunenced with the shedding 
of innocent blood.*' Having bid a last adieu to his brother 
and'friendls who attended him, and having sent a blessing 
to hu nearer relations who were absent, ^* And now,** said 
^e, ** I have nigh done 1 One stroke will make my wife 
a widow, arid my dear children fatherless, deprive my poor 
servants of their indulgent master, and separate me from 
my affectionate brother and all my friends. But let God 
be io yoil and tfaem all in all.** Going to disrobe, and 
prej^arc* hil»^tr for the block, *< I thank God,*' said he, '*that 
I aift' n» ^P6 afraid of death, nor am dawited with any 
terrors ; but do as cheerf\illy lay down my head at this time, 
C9 6ret I did when going to repose." He then stretched 
out bi^ hands a» a signal to the executioner; and at one 
blow bis head wits severed from bis body. 

His executiofi took place May 12, 1641, in the forty- 
ninth year of his age. Though his death, says Hume, was 
loudly demanded as a satisfaction to justice, and an atone- 
dient for the many violations of the constitution, it may be 
safely affirmed^ that the sentence by which he fell was an 
enormity greater than the worst of those which his impla- 
cable enemies prosecuted with so much cruel industry.' 
The people in their rage had totally mistaken the proper 
object of their resentment. All the necessities, or, more 
properly speaking, the difficulties with which the king bad 
been induced to use violent expedients for raising supply, 
were'the result of measures previous to Strafford's favour : 
and if they arose from ill conduct, be at least was entirely 
innocent. Even those violent expedients themselves which' 
occasioned the complaint that the constitution was subvert- 
ed, had been, all of them, conducted, so far as appeared, 
without his counsel or assistance. And whatever his pri« 
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tv^ie advice miehr be, this salotary maxun be failed not, 
^ often, and 4>ubliclyi to inculcate in the king's presence, 
thaty if any inevitable necessity ewer obliged the aovereign 
to violate the la^s, this license ought to be practised vitb 
extreme reserve, and as soon as possible a just atonement 
be made to the constitution for any injury that it might sus- 
tain from such dangerous precedents. The first parliament 
after the Restoration reversed the bill of attainder; and 
even a few weeks after Straffbrd^s execution, this very par- 
liament remitted to his children the more severe conse- 
queticcs of his sentence/ es if conscious of the violence with 
«vhich the prosecution had been conducted. 

Strafford's general character .may be collected frpm tbe 
preceding sketch ; but is more fully illustrated in his **Let- 
ters/' published in 1739, 2 vols, folio; and in an interest-^ 
ing sequel, published lately by Dr. Whitaker, in the *^ Life 
and Correspondence of Sir iS^orge Radcliflfe," 1810, 4to. 
A few particulars yet remain, gleaned by Dr. Birch from 
various authorities. Lol^l Straffprd was extremely teoi- 
peratein bis diet, drinking, and recreations; but naturally 
very choleric, an infirmity which he endeavoured to con- 
troul, though upon sudden occasions it broke through aJl 
restraints* He was sincere aad sealous in his friendships. 
Whitelocke assures us, tliat, ^' for natural parts and abUi- 
ties, and for improvement of knowledge by experience in 
the greatest afiatrs, for wvisdom, faitbfuifiess ^^d gallantry 
of mind, he left few behind him, that might be ranked 
equal with hjm/' Lord Clarendon acknowledges^ indeed, 
Uiat the earl, in bis government of Ireland, bad beea 
compelled, by reason of state, to exercise many acts of 
power, and bad indulged some to bis own appetite and paa-. 
sion ; and as be was m> man of too high and severe a de- 
portment, and too grea4 a eonteoiner of ceremony, to baee 
many frieiids at court, sp he could not but have enemies 
enough. But he was a mao, centiuues that noble bisie- 
.rian, of great parts aed extraordinary endowoaeiits of nt- 
t|]re« not unadorned with some addkipn of art and learn- 
ing, tbough that again was more ianpitived end illpstrated 
' by tbe other ; for be bad n readieesa of conceptioB, aed 
sharpness of expreasipn* whkb SMde bis learning tbeugkt 
more than in truth it was. He was, no doubt, of great 
observation, and a piercing judgment, both in things and 
persons ; but his too great skill in perfpns made him judge 
the worse of things ; for it W9$ ba nisfortuiie to live ia i 
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time wherein very few wise men were equally employed 
with bim, and scarce any but the lord Coventry (whose 
tmit was more confined) whose faculties and abilities were 
equal to his. So that, upon the matter, hr relied wholly 
upon himself; and discerning many dt-fects in most men, 
he too much neglected what they 8;iid or did. Of all his 
passions pride was most predominant ; which a 'moderate 
eflcercise of ill fortune mi^ht have corrected and r'eformed, 
and which the hand of heaven strange!} punished by bring- 
ing his destruction upon him by two things that he most 
despised, the people, and sir Harry Vane. In a word, 
the epitaph, which Plutarch records, that Sylla wrote for 
himself, may not unfitly be applied to him, '* that no man 
did ever exceed him, either in doing gooti to his friends, 
or in doing mischief to his enemies ;'* for his acts of both 
kinds were most notorious. ^ 

WENTWORTH (Thomas), the supposed author of a 
law work of great reputation and authority, was born in 
1567, in Oxfordshire, of the family of the Wentwortbs, of 
Northamptonshire. He was entered of University college, 
Oxford, in 1584, and after remaining three years there, 
removed to Lincoln's Inn, studied law, and was admitted 
to the bar. In September 1 607 he was elected recorder of 
Oxford, and in 1611 was Len,t reader at Lincoln's inn. 
He^alsosatin several parliaments in the reigns of James 
I. and Charles L for the city of Oxford. Wood says that 
in parliament ' he shewed himself ** a trpublesome and fac- 
tious person," and was more than once imprisoned. Ac- 
cording to the same writer, be behaved so turbulently at 
Oxford, that he was discommoned with disgrace, but was 
afterwards restored. His restless spirit, however, return- 
ing, his friends advised -him' to retire, which he did to 
Henley. Some time after he went to London, and died 
in or near Lincoln^s Inn, in Sept. 1627. Such is Wood's 
account The work attributed tohimis entitled ''The of- 
fice and duty of Executors^" &c. which, according to Wood, 
was published in 1612, 8vo, and has been often reprinted ; 
the last edition in 1774, revised, with additions by the Iat6 
i»erjeant Wilson. But there seems reason to doubt whether 
Wentworth was the original writer, for it has been ascribed 

by several authors to judge Dodderidge.* 
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1 Biof. Brie— MAcdUrmid's LivM of British Sutefves.— Strtflbrd't Lcttfiv. 
^LtfeofRadeliffe.— Birch's Lirct.-— Home's History. 
• Ath. Ot. vol. !.— Bridgman't Legal Bihiiofraphy. 
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WEPFER (John James), a celesbrated phj^ician, was 
born at Schaffhausen, Dec. 23, 1620/ He stiictied at Stras- 
burgh and Basle for eight years, and alter ha,yin<^ attended 
some of the learned medical professors of Italy for two more 
years, returned to Basle, and took liis doctor'^f degree in 
July 1647. In practice he was so successful, that his ad« 
vire was in great demand, not only through Swis!«erland, 
but ill the German courts. In 1675 the duke of Wirtem- 
berg appointed him his physician, and some time after* 
wards the marquis of DourUch, and the elector Palatine, 
bestowed the same title on him. His care and anxiety, in 
attending upon the duke of Wirtemberg in 1691, and upon 
the soldiers of the imperial army commanded by the duke, 
was of great prejudice to his own health, which was at last 
fatally injured hy his attendance on the army of the em* 
peror Leopold, in which an epidemic fever prevailed. He 
contracted an asthmatic disorder, ending in a dropsy, of 
which be died January 28, 1695 His works, most of 
which have been often reprinted, are highly valued for 
practical utility, abounding in accurate and judicious ob- 
servation. Among these we tnay enumerate his, 1. " Ob- 
servationes anatomicaB ex cadaveribnseorum c(uos' sustulil 
Apoplexia ;" this, after j^oin^ through three editions,* was 
published, at least twice, under the title of'^'Histona Apo- 
plecticorum," Amst. 1710, 1724, 8vo. 2. ** Ol>««ervationes 
Medico-practicie de affect^bus capitis iniernis et extern 
nis,** 1727, 4to, puhlistied by his grandsons, -witb his life^ 
and a history of tfae disorder of which he died. This ivork 
'Wfti the result of fifty years observation. ' 

WERENFELS (Samuel), an eminent protestant divine, 
was the grandson of John James Werenfels, a ctergyftian 
at Basil, whodied November 17, 1655, leaving ^ Sermona*- 
in German, and ** Homilies on Ecclesiastes^' in Latin. He 
was the son of Peter Werenfels, likewise an eminent pnM> 
t^stant divine, born 1627, at Leichtal ;-who, after having 
been pastor of different charehes, was appointed archdea« 
con of Basil in 1654, where he gave striking proofs of bis 
piety and zeal during the pestilence which desolated th^ 
city of Basil in 1667 and 1668. His sermons, preached at 
tbat time from Psalm xci. have been printed. He was ap* 
pointed professor of divinity in 1675, and died MaydS, 
1908, «ged seventy-six, leaving a great nnmber of raluable 

vol. XL^EloyDiet Httt. ^ Mcdtciae* 
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<f Disi^rtatioos,** some ** Sermons/' and other works. His 
SOD, the iounediBte subject of the present article, was born- 
March J, 1657, at Basil. JHe obtained a professorship of 
}(^ic in 1684, and of Greek in the year following, and 
foon after set put on a literary journey through Holland and 
Germany, and then into France, with Burnet, afterwards 
^ishop of Salisbury, and Frederick Battier. At his return 
to Basil be was appointed professor of rbeturic, and filled 
the different divinity chairs successively. He died in that 
<^ky, June 1, 1740. His works have all been collected and 
printed in 2 vols. 4to ; the most complete e<iition of them 
is that of Geneva and of Lausanne, \7'S9. Tiuy treat of 
philology, philo^iophy, and divinity, and are universally 
esteemed, particularly the tract *^ De Logomachiis Erudi- 
torum," In the same collection are several poems, which 
•bow the author to have been a good poet as well as an 
tble philosopher and learned divine. We have also a vol. 
Svo, of his *^ Sermons,*' which are much admired.' 

WESLEY (Samuel), an English divine, of whom some 
account may be acceptable, preparatory to that of his 
more celebrated spn, was the son of a nonconformist mi- 
nifter, ejected in 1662. He was born about 1662. He 
was educated in nonconformist sentiments, which he soon 
relioquished, owing to the violent prejudices of some of 
bis sect in favour of the murder of Charles L He. spent 
some time at a private academy, and at the age of sixteen 
walked to Oxford^ and entered binuelf of Exeter coUeget 
aa a servitor. He bad at this time no more than two pounds 
sixteen' shillings, nor any prospect of future supply but 
^om his own ezortions. But by industry, and probablv 
t>y assisting his fellow students, be supported himself until 
he took his bacbeWs degree, without any preferment or 
essistaoce from bis frietids, except jtv^ shillings. He now 
came to jL^ndoo, having increased his little stock to \0U 
IStt. Here he was ordained deacon, and ob^tined a cu- 
racy, wbioti he held one year, when he was appointed 
cbaplaiB of the Fleet, In this situation he remained but a 
yMfy and returned to London, where be again served a 
jaufaoy for two years, during which time he married and 
had a son. He npw wrote several pieces which brought 
\Bm into notice and. ^teem, and a small living wm gi?ea 
him m the country, that, if we mistake i|ot, of fqutb 
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Ormesby^ in the county of Lincoln. He was strongly so- 
licited by the friends of James II. to support the measures 
of the court in favour of popery, with promises of p^e^er•^ 
meat if he would comply with the king's desire. But he 
absolutely refused to read the king's declaration ; and 
though surrounded with courtiers, soldiers, and informers^ 
be preached a bold and pointed discourse against it, front 
Daniel iii. 17, 18. ** If it be so, our God whom we serve 
is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he 
will deliver us out of thine band, O king. But if not, be 
it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy 
gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set 
up.*' When the revolution took place he wrote a work in 
defence of it, dedicated to queen Mary, who, in con9e>- 
quence of it, gave him the living of Epworth, in Linculn* 
sbire, about 1693; and in 1723 be was presented to the 
living of Wroote, in the same county, in addition to Ep« 
worth, which last he hqld upwards of forty years. 

iln the beginning of 1705 he printed a poem on the bat- 
tle of Blenheim, with which the duke of Marlborough waa 
so well pleased, that he made him chaplain to colonel Le- 
pelle's regiment, which was to remain in England somd 
tioie. In consequence of the same poem, a noble lord sent 
for him to London, promising to procure him a prebend; 
but unhappily be was at this time engaged ib a contro* 
versy with the dissenters, who being in favour at queen 
Anne's court, and in parliament, had influence enough to 
obstruct his promotion, an4 even to procure his removal 
from the chaplaincy of the regiment. 

. As a parish priest he was very exemplary in the dischargit' 
pf bis duties, which did not, however, divert him from Vu 
terary pursuits, the most serious of which was the study xif 
the scriptures in the original languages. One consequenef 
X)f this was his Latin commentary on the Book of Job, " Di«r 
serutiones in librum Jobi." This, which did not appear 
until after his death, was pripted by Mr. Bowyer in ^ 
be^uMful type, illustrated with cuts, and supported by s 
respectable list of subscribers. It appears to have beMi 
the most laboured of its author's works. He collated aH 
^e copies he could qaeet with of the original, and th0 
Greek and other versions and editions; and, after his ia#. 
bour^ and bis library had been burnt with his hquse (wbrck 
bad suffered the like fate once before, about 1707), be re^ 
sumed the task in the decline of life, opprest with gout and 
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palsy tbrougb long habit of study. Among other assist- 
ances, he particularly ackuowledges that of iiis three sonS| 
and hU friend Maurice Johnson. 

As he had received much applause, and even promotion 
for his poetical efforts, we are not to wonder that he exercised 
this talent rather frequently, producing *' The Life of Christ, 
an heroic poem,*' 1693, folio, dedicated to the queen, and 
reprinted with large additions and corrections in 1697 ; 
*'The History of the Old and New Testament attempted 
in verse, and adorned with three hundred and thirty sculp- 
tures, engraved by J. Sturt,*' 1704, 3 vols. 12mo, addressed 
to queen Anne in a poetical dedication ; *' Magi^ots, or 
Pbems ou several subjects,*' 1685, 8vo ; and *^ Elegies on 
Q« Mary and Abp. Tillotson," 16ii5, folio. His poetry, 
which is fat* from excellent, has been censured by Garth 
and others, but all concur in the excellence of bis private 
character. His last moments, saj's Dr. Whitehead, were 
as conspicuous for - resignation and Christian fortitude, as 
bis life had been for zeal and diligence. He died April 
30, 1735, leaving a numerous family of children, among 
whom were his sons Samuel, John, and Charles, and a 
daughter Mebetabei, a young lady of considerable literary 
talents «nd poetical fancy, who was unfortunately married 
to a Mr. Wright, a low man, who broke her heart. Some 
of her poems are printed in the sixth volume of the ** Poe- 
tical Calendar.' 

WESLEY (Samuel, the younger), son of the preceding, 
was bom about 1692, and sent to Westminster-school in 
1704, and admitted a king's scholar in 1707, whence be 
was elected to Christ-church, Oxford, in 1711. Mere, as 
well as at Westminster, he acquired the character of an 
excellent classical scholar. He was the author of tviro 
poems of considerable merit, *^ The Battle of the Sexes,** 
and " The Prisons opened ;'* and of another called ** The 
Parish-Priest, a Poem, upon a clergyman lately, deceased,** 
a. very dutiful and striking eulogy on his wife^s father ; 
which are all printed among his poems, and several humor* 
cos tales, in 1736, 4to, and after his death in 1743, 12mOtf 
He gave to the Spalding society an annulet that had touched 
the heads of the three kings of Cologne, whose names 
were in black letters within. When be took his master's 
degree, be was appointed to officiate as usher at Westmin^ 

1 Whjiefaend't Life of Weiley.^^Nichols's Bovycr. 
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sler-school ; and soon after he took orders^ under the pa- 
tronage of bishop Atterbury, to whom he was ever greatly 
attached, and the banishment oF that celebrated prelate 
made no chancre in his friendship for him, as he was fully 
convinced of his innocence. This attachment, and his op- 
position to sir Robert Walpole, barred all hopes of prefer- 
ment at Westminster, but in 1732 he was appointed mas- 
ter of Tiverton -school in Devonshire, over which he pre- 
sided till bis death. Samuel Wesley was unquestionably 

' the best poet of his family, but he was a very iiigh-church- 
man, and totally disapproved of the conduct of his brothers, 
John and Charles, when they became itinerant preachers, 
being afraid that they would make a separation from the 
church of Er\gland. He died at Tiverton Nov. 6, 1739, 
and was buried in the church-yard there, with a long epi- 
taph. ' 

WESLEY (John), the most celebrated of the family, 
and the founder of the society of Methodists, was the se- 
cond son of the rev. Samuel Wesley, and was born at Ep- 
worth in Lincolnshire, Jun^ 17, 1703, O. S. Hw mother 
was the youngest daughter of Dr. Samuel Annesley, an 
eminent nonconformist, and appears to have been a woman 
of uncommon mental acquirements, and a very early stu- 
dent of religious controversies. At the age of thirteen she 
became attached to the church of England, from an exa- 
mination of the points in dispute betwixt it and the dissen- 
ters; but when her husband was detained from his charge 
at Epworth by his attendance on the convocation in Lon- 
don, she used to admit as many of his flock as his house 
could hold, and read a sermon, prayed, &c. with theni. 
Her husband, who thought this not quite regular, objected 
to it, and she repelled his objections with considerable in- 
genuity. It is not surprising, therefore, that she after- 
wards approved of her sons^ extraordinary services in the 
cause of religion. 

In his sixth year John almost miraculously escaped the^ 
flames which consumed his father*s house, a circumstance 
which was alluded to afterwards in an engraving made of 
him, with the inscription " Is not this a brand pfurkt-d fiut 
of the burning?** After receiving the first rudnuents of 

' education from his mother, who alsO carefully in^stillt j intd 

1 Whitehead^'! Life of Wedey.— Nksholt'A Bowyer, and Atterbury'i Corre- 
tf ondcnoe. 
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her childreD the principles of religion^ he was, in 17 14, 
placed at the Charter-house, and became distinguished for 
.bis diligence and progress in learning. In his seventeenth 
year be was elected to Christ*cburcb, Oxford, where he 
4»ttrsued bis studies with great advantage ; bis natural tem- 
per, however, was gay and sprightly, and be betrayed a 
^considerable turn for w2t and humour. He amused himself 
.occasionally with writing verses, mostly imitations or trans- 
lations from the Latin. When he conceived the purpose 
of entering into holy orders, he appears to have been sen- 
sibly struck with the importance of the office, and became 
more serious than usual, and applied himself with great 
.diligence to the study of divinity ; and as the character of 
his future life was in a great meai^ure formed by his early 
studies, it may not be superfluous to mention that two of 
his most favourite books were Thomas a Kempis and bishop 
Taylor*s *^ Holy Living and Dying ;^* and, altboogh he 
differed from the latter on some points, it was from reading 
him that be adopted his opinion of universal redemption, 
which he ^afterwards uniformly maintained. He now be- 
gan to alter the whole form of his conversation, and endea- 
voured to reduce the bishop^s advice on purity of intention, 
and holiness of heart, into practice. After bis father had 
vfemoved some scruples from his mind respecting the dam- 
natory clause in the Athanasian creed, be prepared him- 
self for ordination, and received deacon's orders Sept. 19, 
1725, from Dr. Potter, then bishop of Oxford. And such 
was his general good character for learning and diligence, 
that on March 17, 1726, be w^s elected fallow of Lincoln- 
oollege, tbotfgb not without encountering some ridicule on 
account of bis particularly serious turn. In April he left 
Qzford, and resided the whole summer at Epworth and 
Wroote, where he frequently filled bis father*s pulpit* 

On his return to the university in Sept. following be was 
chosen Greek lecturer, and moderator of the classes, Nov. 
.7, although be had only been elected fellow of the college 
in March, was little more thfin twenty-three years of i^e, 
and bad not yet proceeded master of ^rts. Such boooi|r|ible 
distinction appears to hj^ve incrensed bis diligence; be- 
sides bis theological studies, b^ studied the plaaisica criti- 
.cally, and bis occasional attempts in English poetry bad 
beauty and excellence enough to be approved by the best 
judges of his timet On Feb. 14, 17S7, be proceeded M.A.' 
and acquired considerable credit by bis disputitiori for that 
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degree. He began about tbis time to separate himself 
ft-om society^ that he might not be diverted from those 
religious inquiries which now pressed upon his mind. Hi^ 
religious sentiments were not yet fived ; be had read much, 
perhaps as much as was neeessary to be acquainted with 
the most comnion distinctions between Christians, but the 
principles mi which he afterwards acted, were not yet settled; 
He appears to have had some thoughts of accepting the 
offer of a school in Yorkshire, and his chief inducement 
was its being represented as seated in a frightful, wild, and 
almost inaccessible situation, where he could run no risk of 
many visits. The school, however, was otherwise disposed 
of. In the interim be laid down the following plan of study, 
from which, for some time, he never suffered any deviation : 
Mondays and Tuesdays were devoted ^o the Greek and 
Roman classics, historians, and poets. Wednesdays to 
logic and ethics. Thursdays to Hebrew and Arabic. Fri- 
days to metaphysics and natural philosophy. Saturdays to 
oratory and poetry, chiefly composing. Sundays to di- * 
vinity.' Mathematics^ optics, and the French language, ap* 
pear likewise to have occupied his leisure hours. 

In the* month of August 1727, he left Oxford to become 
bis father's curate at Wroote, where be found time to pur- 
sue the above plan of study. In July 1728 he returned to 
Oxford with a view to obtain priest's orders, and was ac- 
cordingly ordained Sept. 22, by Dr. Potter. He imme- 
diately set out for Lincolnshire, and did not again visit Ox- 
ford till June 1729, where he found that his brother Charles, 
Mr. Morgan, and one or two more, bad just formed a little 
society, chiefly to assist each other in their studies, and to ' 
consult on the best method of employing t^eir time to ad- 
vantage. He joined them every eveiung until his return 
to Wroote, where he remained until Dr. Morley, rector of 
bis college, induced him to quit his curacy and reside at 
Oxford, where he might get pupils, or a curacy near the 
city. His presence, however, being required by the sta- 
tute, was Mr. Wesley's principal inducement for leaving 
the situation, however bumble, which he enjoyed under 
bis father. 

At Oxford he resided from Nov. 172'J to Oct. 1735, and 
it was during ihis period that the first Methodist society 
was established, or rather begun. In the mean time he 
obtained pupils, and became a tutor in Lincoln college; he 
also presided in the hall as moderator in the disputations. 
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held six times a week, and bad the chief direction of the reK- 
gious society, which, as we have already observed, had at first 
DO other view than their own benefit. By the advice of one 
of the number, Mr. Morgan, a commoner of Christ Church, 
they began to visit some prisoners in the jail, and thence 
extended theic vi:iits to the sick poor in the city. In this 
they first met with some degree of encoura<>ement, bot 
afterwards had to encounter considerable opposition and 
inuch ridicule; and, among other names, were called jii- 
cramentarians^ because they partook of the sacrament once 
a week. But their prirtcipal name was AlethodistSj alluding 
to a sect of ancient physicians so called, who were the dis- 
ciples of Themison, and boasted that they found out a more 
easy method of teaching and practising the art of physic. 
In the mean time the society, which consisted only of John 
and Charles Wesley, Mr. Morgan before-mentioned, Mr. 
Kirkmnn of Merton college, Mr. Ingham of Queen^s, Mr. 
Brou^liton of iLxeter, Mr. Clayton of Brasenose,, Mr. James 
.Hervey, and George Whitfield, continued to visit the pri- 
soners, and some poor families in the town when they 
were sick ; and that they might have wherewith to relieve 
tlieir distress, they abridged themselves of all the super«- 
fluities and of many of the conveniencies of life. They also 
took every opportunity of conversing with their acquaint- 
ance, to awaken them to a sense of religion; and by argu-- 
inent defended themselves as well as they could against 
Uieir opponents, who attacked them principally because 
they thought all this superfluous/ mere works of superero- 
gation. But it does not appear that either they or the soi- 
ciety itself had fear or hope of the impoitant consequences 
that would follow. 

In 1732 we find Mr. Wesley at London, whence he wenb 
to Putney, on a visit to the celebrated William Law, with 
whose writings he was greatly captivated. From this^time 
also he began to read the '^Theologia Germunica," and^ 
other mystic writers, with wliose opinions he coincided, as 
making religion to consist chiefly in contemplation, and in- 
ward attention to our own mind ; but, says his biographer, 
it does not appear that he was less diligent in the instituted 
means of grace, nor less active in doing good to others 
than before. He was now known to many pious and re- 
spectable persons in London, who began to take notice of 
him. He heartily approved of the conduct of thpse wellr 
disposed persons who associated together to carry on a plan 
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for the suppression of vice, and spreading reir^ion and vir- 
tue among the people ; and in August 1732 was admitted 
into the society for the propagation of Christian knowledge. 

By reading Law^s " Cliristian Perfection," and his *' Se- 
rious Call to a holy Life," Mr. Wesley was confirmed in the 
views he before had of the effects which the gospel is in- 
tended to produce on the minds of those who sincerely em- 
brace it; and was fully convinced of the absurdity and 
danger of being an half Christian. On Jan. 1, 1733, he 
preached at St. Mary's, Oxford, before the university, on 
the ^*<!ircumcision of the heart." His biographer says, 
that in this sermon ^^ he has explained with great clearness, 
and energy of language, his views of the Christian salva-. 
tion to be attained in this life; in i\hich he never varied, 
in any material poifit, to the day of his death." In this 
month he set out for Epworth; and the declining state of 
his father's health occasioned his parents to speculate on 
the possibility of obtaining the living of Epworth for him^ 
in case of his father^s demise. But to this he seems to have 
been indifferent, if not reluctant; he still wished to go 
back to Oxford, where in bis absence there had been a great 
falling-o(F in his society; and when in the following year 
bis father wrote to him, requesting him to apply for the 
next presentation, he answered he was determined not to 
accept the living if he could obtain it, and gave the prefer* 
eupe to Oxford, as the place where he could improve bim,« 
self more Uian elsewhere, and consequently contribute 
mo^t to the improvement of others. It was in vain that bi^ 
father and brother Samuel engaged in a controversy with 
him on the subject. His father died in April 1735, and the 
living was given away in May, so that he now considered 
himself as settled at Oxford, without any wish of being 
furttrer molested in his quiet retreat. 

But a new scene of action was soon proposed to him, of 
which he had not before the least conception. The trustees 
pf the new colony of Georgia. were greatly In want of pro- 
per persons to send thither to preach the gospel, not only 
to the colony, but to the Indians. They fixed their eyes on 
Wesley and !$ome of his friends, as the most proper per* 
sons, on account of the regularity of their behaviour, their 
abstemious way of living, and their readiness to endure 
hardships. In August 1735, being in London, he was in- 
troduced to Mr. Oglethorpe, and the matter proposed to 
him. For some time he hesitated, in order to consider it. 


Sd4 WESLEY. 

and take the advice of bit friends, aiid then consented, and 
began to prepare for his voyage, along vrith bis brother 
Charles, Mr. Ingham, and Mr. Delamotte, the son^ of a 
merchant in London. But bis expedition was unsuccessful. 
The Indians were the intended objects of bis ministry, but 
he found no opportunity of going among them, for general 
Oglethorpe wished to detain hi^ at Savannah, where the 
English bad formed their settlement. Even here, however, 
he became frequently involved in disputes with the colb- 
nists. High-church principles, says one of his biogra* 
phers, continually influenced his conduct; ^' an instance 
of wliich was his refusing to admit one of the holiest men 
in the province to the Lord's Supper, though h^ earnestly 
desired it, because he was a dissenter, unless he would 
submit to be re-baptized.*' He also refused the communion 
to a married lady, whom he had himself courted for a wife, 
which excited a powerful hostility against him, and occa* 
sioiied his return to England, after a ministry in Georgia 
of about a year and nine months. He allpws himself that 
all he learned was, what he least of all expected, that be 
^* who went to America to convert others, was liever him« 
self converted to God." 

During his voyage to Georgia be had met with a com- 
pany of Moravians, with whose behaviour be was greatly 
delighted ; and on his return to England he m^ with a new 
company who had just arrived from Germany. From them 
he seems to have learned some of his peculiar doctrines, 
particularly instantaneous conversion, and assurance of par- 
don for sin. These discoveries made him desirous to go to' 
the fountain-bead of such, and accordingly he went to Ger- 
many, and visited the settlements of the Moravians. In 
1738 he returned to London, and began with great dili- 
gence to preach the doctrine which he had just learned. 
His "Journals,'' in which he records the whole progress of 
his ministry, discover a surprising state of mind, which it 
is diflficult to characterize : considerable attention to the 
sacred Scriptures, with an almost total' abandonment to im- 
pressions of mind, which would go to make the Scriptures 
useless : some appearance of scrupulous regard to the real 
sense of scripture, while an enthusiastic interpretation is 
put upon passages, according as they happen first to strike 
the eye on opening the Bible. Great success, we are told,' 
attended his preaching, and yet some are said to have been 
''born again" in a higher sense, aud some only in a lower.. 
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BuC in this anomalous spirit he was called to assist Mr. 
Whitfieldy who had begun his career of field-preaching at 
•Bristol, and was now about to return to Geoi-gia. Mr. 
Wesley trod in Whitfield's irr^ orular steps at Bristol ; 
though be confesses that he had been so tenacious of de- 
cency and order, that he should have thought the saving of 
souls almost a sin, if not done in a church. The multi- 
tudes which attended the preaching of Wesley were great, 
though not so great, as those which had flocked to Whitfield; 
but the sudden impressions, loud cries, and groans of the 
• hearers, were far greater than any thing we find recorded in 
the life of Whitfield. It was fn the neighbourhood of Bris- 
tol that the first regular society of method ists was formed, 
in May 17^9, and laid the foundation of that unlimited 
power which Wesley afterwards exercised over the whole 
sect. The' direction of the building at Kingswood was first 
committed by him to eleven feoffees of his own nomination. 
But for various reasons, urged by his friends, this arrange- 
ment was changed. One of those reasons, he says himself, 
*^ W2is enough f viz. that such feoffees would always have it 
fn their power to controul me, and if I preached not as 
they liked, to turn me out of the room 1 had built.** . He 
thei'efdre took the whole management into his own hands : 
and this precedent he ever after followed, so that from time 
to time the whole of the numerous meeting-houses belonging 
to the methodists were either vested in him, or in trustees 
Who were bound to admit him, and such other preachers 
as he should appoint, into the pulpits. Whitfield was one of 
those who advised this plan in the case of the Kingswood 
meeting, and was himself afterwards excluded from this very 
ptilpit. Whitfield and Wesley had run their course toge- 
ther in amity, but on the return of the former from America, 
tti 1741, a breach took place between them, both of them 
Having now becoine more decided in their principles. 
Whitfield was a Calv^nist, and Wesley an Arminian. " You 
and I,** said Whitfield, '^ preach a different gospel ;** and 
after some unavailing struggles, principally on the part of 
their friends, to bring about a reconciliation, they finally 
parted, and from this time formed two sects, different in 
their form as well as principles, for Whitfield seems to have 
trusted entirely to the power of his doctrines to bring con- 
gregations and make converts, while Wesley had already 
begun and soon perfected a gigantic system of conngciion, 
of which his personal influence was the sole mover. 
Vol- XXXI. X 
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Although it is not our intention, and would indeed be 
impracticable) within any reasonable bounds, to give ao 
account of the progress of the Wesleyan metbodisro, we 
may mention a few links of tnat curious chain which binds 
tb^ whole body. The first division of the society is a clasi. 
All \hose hearers who wish to be considered as members, 
must join a class. This is composed of such as profess to 
be seeking ttieir salvation. About twelve form a class, at 
the head of which is the most experienced person, called a 
classrldad^r, whose business Mr. Wesley thus defines : ** to 
see each person in his class once a week, at least, in order 
to iuquire bow their souls prosper; to adrise, reprove, com- 
JTort, or exhprt, as occasion may require : to receive what 
they may be willing to give to the poor; to meet the mi-i 
pister and the stewards of the society, to inform the minis- 
ter of any that are sick, or disorderly, and will not be re- 
proved, and to pay to the stewards what they have received 
of the several classes in the week preceding.** These 
classes, according to the present custom, meet together 
onee a week, usually in the place of worship, when each 
one tells his experience, as it is called, gives a penny a 
week towards the fOnds of the society, and the leader con- 
cludes the meeting with prayer. The next step is to gaiu 
admission into the bands^ the business of which seems to be 
much the same with the other, but there is more ample 
confession of secret sins here, and consequently admission 
into these ian^ implies the members having gone through 
a higher degree of probation. They have also watch-nights^ 
and love-feasts, which are merely meetings for prayer, ex- 
hortation, and singing, and are more general, as to admis- 
sion, than the preceding. Against the classes and the 
bands, as far as confession of secret sins and temptations to 
^in are concerned, very serious objections have been urged, 
but they are too obvious to be specified. Wesley had al- 
ways great difficulty in preventing this from being con* 
sidered as equivalent to popish confession. Besides these 
subordinate societies, the metbodtsts have a kind of par- 
liamentary session, under the name of a co^r^ncr, in which 
the affairs of the whole body are investigated, funds pro- 
vided, and abuses corrected. Th^ origin of the conference 
ifr said to have been this. When the preachers at first went 
out to exhort and preach, it was by Mr. Wesley's permb- 
ston and direction ; spme from one part of the kingdom, 
and some from another; and though frequentlj^ strangely 
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to each other, tnd to those to whom they were sen^ yet 
.00 bis credit and sanction 'alone they were received and 
provided for as friends, by the societies wherever they 
came. But having little or no comomnication or inter- 
course with one another, nor any subordination among 
themselves, they must have been under the necessity of 
recurring to Mr. Wesley for directions how and where they 
.were to officiate. To remedy this inconvenience, he icoii* 
•atved a design of calling them together to an annual ccn^ 
Jerence : by this means he brought them into closer union 
.with each other, and made them sensible of the utility of 
«cting in concert and harmof^y. He soon found it neces- 
sary also to bring their itinerancy under certain regulations, 
and reduce it to some fixed order, both to prevent confu- 
sion and for his own ease. He therefore took fifteen or 
twenty societies, more or less, which lay round some prin- 
cipal society in those parts, and which were so situated, 
tiMt the greatest distance from the one to the other was not 
much more than twenty miles, and united them into what 
was called a circuit. At the yearly amftrince he appointed 
two, three, or four preachers to one of those circuits, lac- 
cording to its extent, which at first was very often con- 
siderable ; and here, and here only, they were to labour 
for one year, that is, until the next conference. One of 
the preachers on every circuit was called the assistant^ be- 
cause he assisted Mr. Wesley in superintending the so- 
cieties and other preachers : be took eharge of the societies 
within the limits assigned him : he enforced the rules every 
where, and directed the labours of the preachers associated 
with him, pointing out the day when each should be at the 
place fixed for him, to begin a progressive motion round 
it, according to a plan which be gave them. There are 
few parts of Mr. Wesley's s}'stem that have been more ad- 
mired, as a trick of human policy, than his perpetually 
changing the situations of his preachers, that they might 
neither, by a longer stay, become more agreeable, or dis- 
mreeable to their flock, than the great mover of all wished. 
The people felt this as a gratification of their love of va- 
riety ; but it bad a more important object, in perpetuating 
the power of the founder. The first of these 'conferences 
was held in 1744, and Mr. Wesley lived to preside at forty- 
aeten of them. 

In order to form the numerous societies of which the 
Methodists consist, Mr. Wesley's laboura as a preacher are 
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without precedent. During the fifty years which cboipose 
his itinerant life, he travelled about 4500 miles every year, 
one year with anotber, which amount, in the above space 
of time, to 225,000 miles. It had been impossible for him 
to perform this almost incredible degree of labour, without 
great punctuality and care in the management of his time. 
He had stated hours for every purpose, and his only re- 
laxation was a change of employment. For fifty-two yeari^ 
or upwards, he generally delivered two, frequently three 
or four, sermons in a day. But calculating at two sermons 
a day, and allowing, ^as one of his biographers has done, 
fifty antxually for extraordinary occasions, the whole num* 
ber during this period will be 40,560. To these may be 
added, an infinite number of exhortations to the societies 
after preaching, and in other occasional meetings at which 
he assisted.' 

At first it has been supposed that Mr. Wesley's intention 
was to revive a religious spirit with the aid of regular cler- 
gymen ; but he soon found it impossible to find a number 
sufficient for the extensive design he had formed. He 
therefore, although at first with some reluctance, employed 
laymen to preach, who soon became numerous enough to 
carry on his purpose. Ordination he long hesitated to 
grant, but at length the importunities jof his coadjutors 
overcame his scruples, k^^d he consented to give orders in 
imitation of the church of England, which, we believe, ia 
now the practice with his successors. There were, how- 
ever, but (ew things in which he gave way during what 
may be termed his reign. His most elaborate and impar-* 
tial biographer. Dr. Whitehead, allows, that '* During the 
time that Mr. Wesley, strictly and properly speaking, go- 
verned the societies, his power was absolute. There were 
no rights, no privileges, no offices of power or influence^ 
but what were created or sanctioned by him; nor. could 
any persons hold tiiem except during his pleasure. The 
whole sjtstem of methodism^ like a great and complicated, 
machine, was formed under his direction, and his will gave 
motion to all its parts, and turned it this way or that, as be 
thought proper.'' To Mr. Wesley's other labours we may 
add his many controversial tracts against the bishops La» 
viogton and Warburton, Drs; Middleton,^Free, and Taylor* 
Hall, Topiady, &c. and his other works, on various subjects, 
of divinity, ecclesiastical history, sermons, biography, &c. 
Which were printed together in 1774, in 32 vols. 8vo. 
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These and his other labours he continued to almost the 
last of a very long life. He died at his house near the 
chapel in the City-road, March 2, 1791, in the eighty* 
eighth year of bis age. 

Hii< public, and much of his private character, have been 
appreciated according to the views of the parties who were 
interested in his success. He was unquestional^ly a good 
scholar, and as a writer was entitled to considerable repu- 
tation. His talents for the pulpit have also been praised, 
and it is certain they were successfully employed. He is 
said to4iave succeeded best in his studied compositions, 
but his many engagements seldom afforded him time for 
such. He has been praised for his placability, but some 
of those in controversy with him reluctantly subscribe to 
this. That he was extremely charitable and disinterested 
has never been denied. He died comparatively poor, after 
having had in a principal degree the management of the 
whole funds of the society. He lived upon little himself, 
and his allowance to his preachers was very moderate. ' On 
the past or future effects of the vast society he formed, we 
shall not hazard an opinion. That he originally did good, 
great good, to the lower classes, is incontestable. .He cer«* 
tainly contributed to meliorate that important part of so- 
ciety, and to produce a moral effect that had never before 
been so evident, or so extensive. In his system, however, 
his great machine, we see too much of human policy acting 
on the imperfections of human nature, to admire it much. 

John Wesley has had no successor. Even at the time 
of his decease dissentions existed : and an interval of six 
years produced an actual separation of the society. The 
liberties of their chqrch, and the rights of the people, 
formed the grounds of dispute. On pretence of giving 
due support to the plan of itinerancy, some leading minis- 
ters had endeavoured to obtain an exorbitant degree of 
power over the community and junior preachers ; and they 
managed the conference in a way which tended to secure* 
this power. Disgusted at these arbitrary proceedings, a 
Mr. Kiiham, and other members -of the sect, applied to 
the general assembly for a redress of grievances, and for 
an admission of the laity to a proper share in the gene- 
ral government of the society. Repeated applications and 
remonstrances.being wholly fruitless, and Mr. Kiiham being 
expelled from the fraternity by t)ie ruling party, about 5000 
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discontented members seceded from the connection in 4797^ 
f^qd formed independent arrangements on a popular basis. 
Br. Whitehead allows that at present (1796) the preachers 
of the old society '^ claim unlimited powers, both to make 
lisws and execute them, by themselves or their deputies, 
without any intermediate authority existing to act as a 
check in favour of the people. But what is still macb 
irorse than all. the rest, is, that the pres^ system of gor 
yernment among the methodists, requires such arts of hu-» 
man policy and chicanery to cairy it on, as, in my opinion, 
are totally inconsistent with the openness of gospel sim- 
plicity. It is happy that the great body of the preachers 
do not enter into the spirit of it, and indeed know little 
about it : being content with doing their duty on the cifr 
cults to which they are appointed, and promoting the spi-r 
ritual welfi^re of the people.*' This bad form of govern* 
ment, however, has probably been changed, as we under- 
stand that the society is now harmonious and increasing. 

Mr. Wesley's brother and coadjutor, Charlbs, was born 
fit Epworth, Dec. 18, 1708. I$e was first educated at home, 
under the care of his mother; but, in 1716, was sent to 
Westminster-school. In 1721 he was admitted a scholar on 
the foundation ; and at length became captain of the school. 
Jn 1726 he was elected to Christ-Church, Oxford ; at which 
time his brother John was fellow of Lincoln. Herehe pur* 
sued i)is studies with remarkable diligence, and became 
more and more of ii religious turn of mind. He proceeded 
master of arts in the usual course; and, in 1735,^ was po3- 
Tailed upon by bis brother John to accoo^pany him in bis 
mission to Georgia. Charles accordingly engaged himself 
as secretary to general Oglethorpe, in which character be 
left England ; but he was first of all ordained both deacon 
and priest. After preaching to the Indians, and undeiw 

fMng various diflGicuhies and hardships, he retiirned to 
ngland in 1736. In England he officiated as a public 
minister among those of the Methodist persuasion with 
great popularity ; sometimes residing in the metropolis, but 
generally as an itinerant preacher. Iq some p'oints of dis- 
cipline hedifiered much with bis brother John. He died in 
1788, in the 79th year of his aee. He was of a warm and 
lively character, well acquainted with all texts of scripture; 
and his discourses were greatly admnred. He was also re- 
spectable as a scholar and a poet, and was the author of the 
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Hymns now used in the society. He left two sons, of great 
rep^utation in the musical world. ' 

WESSELUS (John), one of the most leariled men 
of the fifteenth century, was born at Groningen about 
1419, and having Idst his friends in his infancy, was sent 
by a benevolent lady, along with her only son, to be edu- 
cated at a college at.Swoll, which at that time happened to 
be in greater estimation than that of Groningen. This co^ 
lege was superintended by a community of monks, and 
Wesselus had at one time an inclination to have embraced 
the order, but was disgusted by some superstitious prac- 
tices. After having studied here with great diligence, he 
removed to Cologne, ivhere he was much admired Tor his 
proficiency, but already betrayed a dislike to the senti- 
ments of the schoolmen. Being invited to teach theology 
at Heidelberg, it was objected that he had not received his 
doctor's degree ; and when he offered to be examined for 
that degree, he was told that the canons did not permit 
that it should be bestowed on a layman. Having therefore 
a repugnance to take orders, he confined his services to the 
reading of some lectures in philosophy ; after whibh he re* 
torned toColoj^ne ; and afterwards visited Louvain and Paris. 
The philosophical disputes being carried on then with great 
warmth between- the realists, the formalists, and the nomi- 
naiistS;, he endeavoured to bring over the principal cham- 
pions of the formalists to the sect of the realists, but at last 
himself sided with the nominalists. He appears, however, 
to have set little value on any of the sects into which philo- 
sophy was at that time divided ; and to a young man who 
consulted him concerning the best method of prosecuting 
his studies, he said, ''You, young man, will live to see the 
day when the doctrines of Thomas Aquins^, Bonaventure, 
and other modern disputants of the same stamp^ will be 
exploded by all true Christian divines, and when the irre<« 
firagable doctors themselves will be little regarded.'' A 
prediction, says Brucker, which discovers so much good 
sense and liherality, that Wessel ought to be immortalized 
under the appellation of the Wise Doctor, brucker admits 
him in his history of Philosophy, from the penetratipn 
' which, in the midst' of the scholastic phrenizy of his age, 
enabled him to discover the futility of <tbe controver^ii^ 
which agitated .the followers of Thomas, Scotos, and Occam. ' 

> Whitehead's Life of the Wesley family, 1796, 2Tob. Svo. 
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Some s^y that Wesselqs travelled ioto Greece, to acqaire 
a more perfect acquaintance with the Greek and Hebrevv 
languages than was then to be found in Europe. It is cer- 
tain that he gained the esteem and patronage of Francis 
della Rovera, afterwards pope SixiusIY* who, in an inter- 
view at Rdfne, offered him preferment. Wesselus desired 
only a copy of the Bible in Hebrew and Greek ; and when 
the pope asked why be did not solicit for a bishopric, our 
philosopher' replied, ^* Because I do not want one,'' On 
his return he taught philosophy and philology at Gronin* 
gen with gieat approbatiou, and died here Oct. 4, 1489. 
On his death-bed be was perplexed with doubts, whicti 
were soon relieved. His biographer says, that, '^ Being 
visited, in the sickness which brought bini to his end, by a 
friend, who inquired after his health,, he replied, that * be 
lyas pretty Veil, considering his advanced age, and (be na- 
ture of his indisposition ; bqt that one thing made hioi 
very uneasy, viz. that being greatly perplexed with various 
thoughts and arguments, he began to entertain some little 
doubts with respect to the .truth of the Christian religion.* 
His friend was much surprised, and immediately exhorted 
him to direct all his thoughts to Christ the only Saviour; 
but, finding that such an admonition was displeasing, he 
went away deeply afflicted- But an hoyr or two after, 
Wesselus seeing his friencj come back to him, he said, with 
an i|ir of as tnuch satisfaction and Joy as one in his wei^k 
condition could discover, * God be praised ! all those v^un 
doubts are fled ; and liow, all I know is Jesus Christ, and 
Him crucified ;' ^fter which confession he resigned his 
soul to God.'' It appears that his religipi^s sentiments 
were J n many respects contrary to those of the Romish 
church, and some even called him the forerunner of Lu- 
ther. Many of his MSS. were burned after bis death, by 
the cpntrivance of the monks, but w(ia( h|s friends saved 
were published ^t Gronipgen in 1614, consisting of '^Trac^ 
tatus de Oratione — de cohibendis cogitationibus — d^ 
cs^usis iricarnatipnis — de sacramento euch^tristi as —^Farrago 
rerum T^ieologicarum — repistol^^,'* &c. Foppens, how- 
ever, mentions an edition prior to this, published by Lqtber 
ip 1525, and another at Marpurg in 1617, 4toJ 

1 Vittt Profen.'QfoDinSle, fi»l. 1654, p. IS.— FreheriTheatruro. — Geo. Diet. — 
Foppen 3ibl. Belt.«^i45wui Oaoauisttf— Hemienii Hist. Epitoopat. Belfii Foedc* 
rail, vol. IL 
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WEST (Gilbert), a very estimable writer, was th« son 
of Dr. West, the editor of *' Pindar" in 1697, who died in 
1716, and bis mother was $ister to sir Richard Temple, 
afterwards lord Cobhatn.' His father, purposing to educate 
bim for the church, seint him first to Eton, and afterwards 
to Oxford ; but be was seduced to a more airy mode of life 
by a commission in a troop of horse, procured bim by his 
uncle. He continued some time io the army, but probably 
never lost the love, or neglected the pursuit of learning ; 
and afterwards, finding himself more inclined to civil em- 
ployment, he laid down his commission, and engaged in 
business under lord Townshend,^ then secretary of Btat«, 
with whom he attended the king to Hanover. His adher- 
ence to lord Townshend ended in nothing butanominatiion 
(May 1729) to be clerk-extraordinary of the Privy Council, 
which produced no immediate profit; for it only placed 
him in a state of expectation and right of succession, and 
it was very long before a vacancy admitted him to profit. 

Soon afterwards he married, and settled himself in a 
yery pleasant house at Wickham in Kent, where he devoted 
himself to learning and to piety. Of his learning his works 
.exhibit evidence, and particularly the dissertations which 
accompany bis version of Pindar. Of his piety the inSu- 
ence has probably been extended far by bis <^ Observations 
on the Resurrection,^' published in 1747, for which the 
university of Oxford created him a doctor of laws by di- 
ploma, March 30, 1748, and would doubtless have reached 
yet further had he lived to complete what .he bad for some 
time meditated, the Evidences of the Truth of the New 
Testament. Perhaps it may not be without effect tatell» 
that he read the prayers of the public liturgy every morn- 
ing to his family, and that on Sunday evening he called 
his servants into the parlour, arid read to them first a ser- 
mon, and then prayers. Crashaw is now not the only maker 
of verses to whom may be given the two venerable names of 
poet and saint. 

He was very often visited by Lyttelton and Pitt, who, 
when they were fveary of faction and debates, used at 
Wickham to find books and quiet, a decent table, and lite- 
rary conversation. There is at Wickham a vvalk made by 
Pitt ; and, what is of far more importance, at Wickham 
Lyttelton received that conviction which produced bis 
^^Dissertatjen on St. Paul." These two illustrious friends 
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had for a while lts|ened to the blandishmeots of infidelity*; 
and when West's book was published, it was bought by 
some who did not know his change of opfnion, in expecta- 
tion of new objections against Christianity ; and, as infidels 
do not want malignity, they revenged the disappointmene 
by calling him a. methodist. 

West's income was not large; and his friends endea- 
voured, but without success, to obtain an augmentation. 
It is reported-, that the education of the young prince, 
now George III. was oflFered to him, but that he required 
a more extensive power of superintendance than it was 
thought proper to allow him. In time, however, his re- 
venue was improved. He lived to have one of the lucra- 
tive clerkships of the privy-council in 1752, and Mr. Pitt 
afterwards made him treasurer of Chelsearhospital. He was 
now sufficiently rich, but wealth came too late to be long 
enjoyed, nor could it secure him from the calamities of 
life. In 1755 he luft his only son; and on March 26, of 
the year following, a stroke of the palsy brought to the 
grave, says Dr. Johnson, ^< one of the few poets to whom 
the grave might be without its terrors.'' 

Of his poetical works, his version of Pindar, although it 
discovers many imperfections, appears to be the product 
of great labour and great abilities. His ** Institution of the 
Garter^' is written with /sufficient knowledge of the man- 
ners that prevailed in the age to which it is referred, and 
with great elegance of diction ; but, for want of a process 
of events, neither knowledge nor elegance preserve the 
reader from weariness. . His " Imitations of Spenser" are 
very successfully performed, both with respect to the me- 
tre, the language, and the fiction ; and being engaged at 
once by the excellence of the sentiments, and the artifice 
of the copy, the mind has two amusements together. But 
such compositions, says Johnson, are not to be reckoned 
among the great atchievements of intellect, because their 


* Wekt, in one of bis letters to the 
author of the " Life of Colonel Gar-* 
diner,'* says, '* One (iefson) I cannot 
beip taking notice of to you upon tbif 
occasion, viz. yonr retnarkv upon the 
adTtmege of an early education in the 
principles of religion, beoanse I have 
myself most happily experienced it« 
Since I owe to the early care of a most 
evdellent woman, my mother (whose 
character I dare say you are no stran- 


ger to) that bent and bias to religioD, 
which, with the co-operating grace oT 
God, bath at length brooght me back 
to tboae paths of peace, fivm whence I 
might have otherwise been in danger of 
deviating for ever. The parallel be. 
twixi me and colonel Gardiner was in 
flfis instance too striking sot 1o aflsi^ 
me exceedingly.'* — Letter to Dr. Dod- 
dridge, dated March 14, 1747-8. 
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ififFect.b local and temporary : they appeal not to reason or 
pataioni but to memory^ and pre-suppose an accidental ot 
artificial atate of mind. An imitation of Spenser is nothing 
to a reader, however aeute, by whom Spenser has never 
been perused. Works of this kind may deserve praise, as 
proofs of great industry, and great nicety of observation ; 
but the highest praise, the praise of genius, they cannofe 
claim. 'The noblest beauties of art ai:e those of which the 
effect is co^extended with rational nature, or at least with 
the whole circle of polished life ; what is less than this can 
be only pretty, the plaything of fashion, and the amuse* 
ment of a day. 

The* private character of Mr. West was truly amiable 
and excellent. In him the Christian, the* scholar, and the 
gentleman were happily united. His private virtues and 
aocial qualities were such, as justly endeared him to bis 
friends and acquaintances. In his manner of life he was very 
regular and exemplary. He corresponded on very intimate 
and friendly terms with Dr. Doddridge, whose ^< Family 
Expositor'" was ushered into the world by a recomnienda- 
tion from him ; and be also wrote the doctor^s epitaph.' 
. WEST (jAMfiS), a gentleman of literary talents, and 
long known for his fine library andmuseufti, was the son of 
Richard West, esq. of Alscott, in Warwickshire, said tobe 
descended, according to. family tradition, from Leonard, a: 
younger sonof Thomas West, lord DeiaWarr, wh6died in 
1 525. He w&s educated at Baliol college, Oxford, where he 
took his degree of M. A. in 1726; He had an iearly attach^ 
ment to the study of antiquities, and was elected F. S. A. in 
1726, and wasafterwardsoneof the vice-presidents. Of the 
Royal Society likewise he became a fellow in the same year, 
and was first treasurer, froo) Nov. 1736 to Nov. 1768, when 
he was elected president, and held that honourable office 
until his death, July 2, 1772. In 1741 he was chosen one 
of tlie representatives in parliament for Sti Alban's, and, 
being appointed one of the joint secretaries of the trea- 
sury, he continued in that office until 1762. His old pa* 
tron, the duke of Newcastle, afterwards procured him a 
pension of 2000/. For what services so large a sum was 
granted, we are not told. 

Mr. West married the daughter and heiress of sirTho* 
mas Stephens, timber-merchant in Southwark, who brought 

« 
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him a valuable estate in Rotberbitbe ; and by ber be bad a 
son, Jamesy wbo was" auditor of the land- tax for tbe coun^. 
ties of Lincoln, Nottingham, Chester, and Derby, and 
sometime member of parliament for Boroughbridge in 
Yorkshire ; and two daughters, one of whom, Sarah, roar«> 
ried the late lord Archer, and died bis widovir a few years 
ago. The other is still living in London. Mr. West's 
curious collection of MSS. were sold to the laie ma'rquis of 
)^ns towne, and were lately purchased by parliament, with 
the rei»t of his lordship's collection, for the British Museum. 
Among iheni is much of his correspondence with the anti* 
quaries uf his time ; and in the first volume of tbe '^ Resti* 
tuta,'' some curious extracts are given of letters to and 
from Hearne. His valuable library of printed books, in- 
cluding many with copious MS notes by bishop Kennet, 
was sold by auction, from an excellently digested catalogue 
by Sam. Paterson, in 1773; and the same year were dis« 
posed of, his prints, drawings, coins, pictures, &c. Mr. 
West's catalogue is still in demand as one of the richest in 
literary curiosities. ' 

WEST (Richard), lord-chancellor of Ireland, a lawyer 
of whom we have very little information, studied his pro- 
fession in one of the Temples. He married Elizabeth, 
one of tbe two daughters of bishop Burnet. He was ap- 
pointed king's counsel the 24th of October, 1717 \ and in 
1725, advanced to the office of lord-chancellor of Ireland. 
This high post be did not long enjoy, but died tbe 3d of 
December, 1726, in circumstances not adequate to the 
dignity which he had possessed. He left one son, a very 
promising young gentleman, who is sufficiently known to 
the public by his friendship with Mr. Walpole, afterwards 
lord Orford, in whose works is his correspondence^ and 
with.tbe celebrated poet Gray. — Our author, tbe chancellor, 
wrote, '* A Discourse concerning Treasons and Bills of 
Attainder," 1714. He also compiled, chiefly from tbe Pe- 
tyt MSS. in the Inner*Temple library, entitled " De Cre- 
atione Nobilium," 2 vols. fol. a woi-k called *^ An Inquiry 
into' the Manner of creating Peers," 1719. He wrote 
some papers in the ** Freethinker," a periodical essay ; and 
Whincop says, be was supposed to have written, *' Hecuba," 
a tragedy, 1726, 4to. 

Of his son, we are informed that he was educated at 

1 Nicholt'a Bowyer.-»Rettittti, 4ro). I.— Qrtnger's Letteri, p,.3S-i-36. 
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Etoiiy and went thence to Oxforrl about the satne time tbftt 
Gray removed to Cambridge. Each of them carried with 
him the reputation of an excellent classical scholar ; and 
Mr. Mason was told, what he seems unwilling to allow, that 
Mr. West's genius was reckoned the more brilliant of the 
two. In April 1738, Mr. West left Christchurch for the 
Inner Temple ; but, according to bis own account, in a let- 
ter to Walpole, be had no great refisb for the study of tbe 
]aw, and had some thought's of exchanging that profession 
for the army. When Gray returned from his travels in 
1741, he found his frielid West oppressed bysickufss, and 
a load of family misfortunes, which bad already too far af- 
fected a body originally weak and delicate. West died 
June 1, 1742, in tbe twenty-sixth year of his age. What 
remains to give an idea of his talents, may be found in lord 
Orford's Works, and, Mason's Life of Gray.' 

WEST (Thomas), the ingenious author of " The His- 
tory of Furness,*' published in 1774, 4to, and the ** Guide 
to the Lakes,*' is supposed to have had the chief part of 
his education in the Roman catholic religion on the con- 
tinent, where be afterwards presided as a professor in some 
of the branches of natural philosophy. He belonged to 
the society of the Jesuits at the time of their suppression, 
and afterwards officiated as a secular priest. He bad seen 
many parts of Europe, and considered what was extraor- 
dinary in them with a curious eye. Having, in the latter 
part of his life, much leisure-time, he frequently accom- 
panied genteel parties on the tour of the lakes; and after 
be had formed the design of drawing up his guide, which 
is said to have been suggested to him by Dr. Brownrigg 
(See BftoWNR^GG), besides consulting the most esteemed 
authors on the subject (as Messrs. Gray, Young, Pennant,* 
&c.) he took several journeys on purpose to examine the 
lakes, and to collect such information concerning them from 
the neighbouring gentlemen, as be thought necessary to 
complete the work, and make it truly deserving the title. 
He resided at Ulverston, where he was respected as a worthy 
and ingenious man ; and died July 10, 1779, at the ancient 
seat of the Stricklands, at Sizergh, in Westmorland, in the 
sixty- third year of his age ; and, according to his own 
request, wa& interred in the vault of tbe Stricklands, !■ 
Kendal church. Among Cole's MSS. in the British Mu^ 

1 Biogp. Dniiii.— iord Orford's Workt, toI. II,— Mafon'i Life of Gray^— 
Gent. Mtoff, vol. LXXIf. 
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seum 18 a letter from kim to col. Townlej, giving an ac^ 
count of some bodies found buried at Gogmagog hills, near 
Cambridge. In the ** Arcbasologia, to). V. is by htm *^ An 
account of Antiquities discovered at Lancaster.*^ ' 

WESTFIELb (Thomas), a native of Ely, was educated 
in Jesus- college, in Cambridge, where be was scholar and 
fellow some time; but, appearing in public, was, first, 
aasisiant to Dn Nicolas Felton, at St. Mary*le*bow, Lon« 
don, and then presented to this church ; and soon after to 
St. Bartholomew's, London ; made archdeacon of St. Al* 
ban's ; and at length advanced to the see of Bristol, as one 
of those persons whom his majesty found best qualified for 
so great a place, for soundness of judgment and unblame- 
ableoess of conversation, for which he had before preferred 
Dr. Prideaux to the see of Worcester, Dr. WinniflPto Lin- 
coln, Dr. Brownrig to Exeter, and Dr. Kiiig .to London* 
He was offered the same see in 1616, as a maintenance, 
but he then refused it; but, having now gotten some 
wealth, he accepted it, that he might adorn it with hospi* 
tality out of his own estate. He was much reverenced and 
respected by the earl of Holland, and other nojblemen, be* 
fore the troubles came on ; but was as mCicb contemned, 
when the bishops grew out of favour ; being disturbed in 
his devotion, wronged of his. dues, and^looked.upon now 
as a formMist, though he was esteemed not long before one 
ef the most devout and powerful preachers ia the kingdom; 
but this we may suppose not to be done by the parlia^ 
mentis authority ; because we find an order of theirs, dated 
May 13, 1643, commanding bis tenants, as bishop of Bris- 
tol, to- pay him the rents, and suffer him to pass safely 
with his family to Bristol, being himself of great age, and 
If; person of great learning and merit. He was afterwards 
ejected, and dilsd June 25, 1644. He preached the first 
Latin sermon at the erection of Sion-college ; and, though 
lie printed nothing in his life^time^ yet two little volumes 
of his sermons were published after his death, entitled, 
** Engladd^s C^ace with Israel's Glass ;^* containing eight 
sermons upon Psalm evi. 19, 20, &c. and <^The white 
robe or Surplice vindicated, in several Sermons ;" the first 
printed in 1646, the other in 1660. He was buried in 
Bristol cathedral near Dr. Paul Bush,, the first bishop, and 
1mm a stone with an epitaph over him. ' . . 

y Ctnf • Mag, LXXXIL— GoagVc Topog.— Cot6*t MS Atbeos ia Brit Mof. 
• Uoyd't Mcmoirt, fot— Walker's Saficriogs.-^ole'f MS AfbetM^-^tfMOtf 
BaviRNM. 
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WESTON (Elizabeth Jane), a learned lady of the sijc- 
teentb century, was born about the beginqiog of tbe reign 
of Elizabetbi and is supposed by Dr. Fuller to have been a 
branch of the ancient family of the Westons, of Sutton, in 
Surrey. She appears to have left England at an early 
age, and to have settled at Prague, in Bobeoiia, where she 
hiarri^d one John Leon, who is said to have resided there 
in tbe emperor^s service. She was skilled in the languages, 
particularly in the Latin, in which she wrote with elegsCDoe 
and correctness. She was greatly esteemed by learned 
foreigners. She is commended by Scaliger, and compli* 
mented by Nicholas May in a Latin epigram. She is 
placed by Mr. Evelyn, in his *^ Numismata/' among learned 
women ; and by Philips among female poets. She is 
ranked by Farnaby with sir Thomas More, and the best 
Latin poets of the sixteenth century. She tran^ated seve* 
ral of the fables of iGsop into Latin verse. She also wrote 
a Latin poem in praise of typography, with many poems 
and epistles, on different subjects, in the same language, 
which were collected and published. She was living, in 
1605, as appears from an epistle written by her, ^nd dated 
Prague, in that year. The only work we can point out of 
hers, as published, is, ^* Parthenico ElizabethiB Joaanie 
Westonise, virginis nohilissimsc, poetrits florentissimae, lin-. 
Huarum plurimarum peritissimse, libri tres, opera et studio 
G. Mart* a Baldhoven, Sil. collectus, et nunc denuo amicis 
desiderantibus commuoicatus,'^ Praga^* typis *Pauii Sissii, 
12mo, without date, but probably about 1606.' 

WESTON (Stephen), bishop of Exeter, was born at 
Famborough, in Berkshire, in 1665, and educated at Eton^ 
where he was admitted into K:ng*s college, Cambridge, in 
1682. There he took his degrees of B. A. in 1686, and 
of M. A. in 1690, and was .elected a fellow both of his col- 
lege, and of Eton. He was for some time an assistant, and 
then under-master of Eton school. He was afterwards 
vicar of Maple-Durham, in Oxfordshire, and collated to a 
stall in Ely in 1715. He was alao archdeacon of Cornwall, 
Having been ^% school aiid college with sir Robert Walpole, 
and, as some say, his tutor at one or other, he was supposed 
tohaire owed hisfarther preferqnent to that minister, and 
his conduct did honour to his patronage. He was conse- 
crated bishop of Exeter, Dec. 28, 1724, and dying Jan^ 

> Bollard's British Ladies.—Fuller's Worthies. 
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16| 1741-2, aged seventy-seven, was birried in hid own 
cathedral. Bishop Sherlock published, in 1749, 2 volumei 
of his sermons, several of which the author had himself 
prepared for the press. " The style of these discoorses,'* 
says the editor, '* is strong and expressive; but the best 
Greek and Roman writers were so familiar to the author, 
that it leads him frequently into their manner of construc- 
tion and expression, which will require, sometimes, the 
attention of the English reader." . 

The son of bishop Weston, styled from his being a privy 
counsellor, the Right hon. Edward Weston, was bom 
and educated at Eton, and afterwards studied and took his 
degrees at King*^ college, Cambridge. His destination 
was to public life, at the commencement of which be be« 
came secretary to lord Townshend at Hanover during the 
king's residence there in 1729, and continued several years 
in the oflSqeof lord Harrington, as his secretary. He was 
also transmitter of the state papers, and one of the clerks 
of the signet. In 1741 he was appointed gazetteer; and in 
1746, when he was secretary to lord Harrington, lord 
lieutenant of Ireland, .he became a privy-counsellor of that 
kingdom. Our authorities do not give the date of bis 
death, but it happened in the early part of the present 
reign. In 1753 he published a pamphlet on the memorable 
Jew bill; in 1755, " The Country Gentleman's advice to bia 
Son;" and in 1756, "A Letter to the right rev, the lord 
bishop of L6ndon,*' on the earthquake at Lisbon, and the 
character of the times. He published also ^* Family Dis« 
courses, by a country gentleman/' re-published in 1776 
by bis son, Charles, under the title of ^^ Family Discourses, 
by the late right Hon. Edward Weston,** a name^ we are 
properly told, <' very eminently distinguished for abilities 
and virtue, and most highly honoured throughout the whole 
course of hfe, by the friendship and esteem of the best and 
greatest men of bis time.*' He left two sons, Charles, a: 
clergyman, who died in Oct. 1801, and the rev. Stephen 
Weston, now living, well known as one of the most pro-' 
ipuod scholars, and what seldom can be said of men of 
^at character, one of the first wits of the age. * 

WETENHALL (Edward), a learned and pious prelate, 
was born at Lichfield, Oct. 7, 1636. He was educated at 
Westminster school under the celebrated Dr. Busby, and' 
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was admitted a king's Scholar in 1651, and went to Trinity 
college,. Cambridgei on being elected a scholar on tfaie 
foundation. In 1660 be removed from Cambridge, to Ox* 
ford, and was made chaplain of L^incoln college, and after- 
wards became minister of Longcomb, in Oxfordshire, and 
then canon residentiary of Exeter, to which he was collated 
June 11, 1667, being then only master of arts. While 
bere he was appointed master of a public school. 

In 1672 he was invited into Ireland by Michael Boyle, 
then archbishop of Dublin, took his degree of ]>. D. in 
Dublin university, became master of a great school, cu« 
rate of St. Werburgb's parish, and afterwards chanter of 
Christ Church. In 1679 be was promoted to the bishop- 
ric of Cork and Ross, and in April 1699 was translated to 
the see of Kilmore and Ardagh. While bishop of Cork 
and Ross he suffered much by the tyranny of the Irisb^ 
from 1688 until the settlemiept under king Williaip. He 
repaired at bis own expence the ruinous episcopal bouses 
both of Cork and Kilmore, i^nd rebuilt the cathedral ohiK-ch 
of Ardagh, which was quite demolished. He died in.Lon- 
don, Nov, 12, 1713, and was buried in Westminster-abbey, 
where is an inscription to his memory. 

Bishop Wetenhall appears to have been a zealous, but^ 
not a bigotted supporter of the church. He says in. his will 
that ** he dies a protestant, of the church of England and 
Ireland* which he judges tp be the purest church in the 
world, and to come nearest to ^he apostolical institution ; 
although he declares his belief that there are divers points 
which might be altered for the better, both in her articles, 
litprgy, and discipline; but especially in tl>e conditions of 
clerical communion." Besides various single sermons .on 
important topics suited to the state of the times in which 
be lived, he wrote, 1. 'f A method and order for Private 
Devotion," Lond. 1666, 12ipo. 2. << The Catechism of the 
Church of England, with marginal notes," ibid. 1678, 8vo. 
3. *^ Of Gifts and Offices in the public worship of God," 
ibid, and Dublin, 1678, 8vo. 4. << The Protestant Peace* 
maker," ibid. 1682, 4to, with a postscript, and not^s on 
Mr. Baxter's, and some other late writings for peace. Bax* 
ter answered what related to himself in this postscript. 5. 
'< A judgment of the Comet, which became first ^en^rally 
visible at Dublin, Di^q. 13, 1680," ibid. 1682, 8 vo. 6* 
<< Hexapla Jacobsea ; a specimen of loyalty towards his 
present majesty James 11. in six pieces,^* Dublin, 1686, 
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Hvo, 7. '^ An earnest and eompasdionate suit for forb^f^' 
ance to the learned Writers of some Controversies at pre- 
sent,'' Lond. 169 1, 4to. This tract was occasioned by 
Stilltngfleet's publishing his vindication of the doctrine of 
the Trinity. 8tilliiigfleet having afterwards published his 
^* Apology for writing against the Socintans," our author 
animadverted upon k in, 8. "The Anti-apology of the me- 
lancholy stander-by, in answer to the dean of St, Paul's 
Apology fur writin^r against the Socinians," Lond. 1693, 
4to. 9. " A brief and modest reply to Mr. Pcnn's tedion^, 
scurrilous, and unchristian defence against the bishop of 
Cork," Dublin, 1699, 4to. He published also a Greek and 
a Latin grammar, the latter oftien k-eprinted ; and a transla- 
tion of the tenth satire of Juvenal, in Pindaric verse, "by 
a person sometime fellow of Trinity college, Dublin/' but 
bis name ibftigrted t6 the dedication.* 

WETSTEIN (John James), a viery learU^d divine oF 
Germany, was descended from an ancient and distinguished 
family, and bom at Basil in 1693. He was trained with 
great care, and had early made such a progress in the! 
Greek and Latin tongues as to be thought fit for higher 
pursuits. At fourteen he applied himself to divinity under 
his uncle John Rodolph Wetstein, a professor at Basil, and 
learned Hebrew and the Oriental languages from Boxtorf. 
At sixteen, he took the degree of doctor in philosophy, and 
foor years after was admitted into the ministry ; on which 
occasion he publicly defended a thesis, " De ^ariis Novi 
Testament! Lectionibus,*' in which be demonstrated that 
the vast variety of readings in the New Testament are no 
argument against the genuineness and authenticity of the 
text These various readings he had for some time made 
the object of his attention ; and, while he was studying the 
ancient Greek authors, as well sacred as profane, kept this 
point constantly in view. He was also very desirous of ex- 
amining all the manuscripts he could come at ; and his 
curiosity in this particular was the chief motive of bis tra- 
velling to foreign countries. In 1714 he went to Geneva, 
and, after some stay there, to Paris ; thence to England ; 
in which last place he bad many conferences with Dr. Bent-^ 


ley relating to the prime object of bis journey, rassme 

id 


through Holland, he arrived at Basil in July 1717) an< 
applied himself to the business of the ministry for several 
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yeai^. Still he went on with his critical dtsquisitions and 
anioiud versions upon the various readings of the New Tf»s« 
tament ; and kept a constant correspondence with Dr. 
Bemileyy who was at the same time busy in preparing an 
edition of it, yet did not propose to make use of any ma« 
niiscripts less than a thousand years old, which are not 
easy to be tttet with. 

In 1730 Wetstein published^ in 4to^ '^ Prolegomena ad 
Novi Testamenti Grssci editionem accuratissimam e vetus- 
tissimis Codd. MSB. d^nuo procurandam.*' Before the 
.publication of these '^ Prolegomena/' some divines, from 
a dread of having the present text unsettled, had procured 
a decree from the senate of Basil, that iVIr. Wetstein's 
** undertaking was both trifling and unnecessary, and also 
dangerous ;" they added too, but it does not appear upon 
what foundation, that his ^^ New Testament savoured of 
Socinianism.*' They now proceeded farther, and, by va* 
rious means procured his being prohibited from officiating 
as a minister. Upon this, he went into Holland, being 
invited by the booksellers Wetsteins, who were his rela* 
tions ; and had not been long at Amsterdam -before the re^ 
monstrants, or Arminians, named him to succeed Le Clerc, 
now superannuated and incapable, in the professorship of 
philosophy and history. But though they were perfectly 
satisfied of his innocence, yet they thought it necessary 
that he should clear himself in form before they |idmitted 
him ; and for this purpose he went to Basil, made a pub-* 
lie apology, got the decree against him reversed, and re- 
turned to Amsterdam in May 1 733. Heje he went ardently 
on with his edition of the New Testameut, sparing nothing 
to bring it to perfection, neither labour, nor expence, nor 
even journeys ; for he came over a second time to England 
in 174'6, when Mr. Gloster Ridley accommodated him with 
his manuscript of the Syriac version of the New Testa- 
ments At last he published it ; the first volume in 1751, 
the second in 1 752, folio. The text he left entirely as he 
/found it; the various readings, of which he had collected 
more than any one before him, or all of them together^ 
he placed under the text. Under these various readings 
he subjoined a critical commentary, containing observa^* 
tions which he had collected from an infinite number of 
Hebrew, Greek, and Latin, writers. At the end of bis 
New Testament he published two epistles of Clemens Ro- 
manus, with a Latin version and preface, in which he en- 
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deavoort to establiab their genuioeness. These epistlei 
were never published before^ nor pven known to the 
learned, but were discovered by bim in a Syriac manuscript 
of the New Testaoi^t. 

This work established his reputation over all Europe ; 
and he received marks of honour and distiuction from se* 
veral illustrious bodies of men. He was elected into the 
royal academy of Prussia in June 1752; into the English 
society for propagating the gospel in foreign parts, in Feb, 
1752-3, and into the royal society of London in April fol- 
lowing. He died at Amsterdam, of a mortification, March 
24'f 1754. Besides his edition of the New Testament, he 
published some things of a small kind ; among the rest, a 
funeral oration upon Mr. Le Clerc. He is represented not 
only as having been an universal scholar, and of consum- 
mate skill in all languages, but as a man abounding in good 
and amiable qualities. 

John Rodolph Wetstein, mentioned above as one of 
the tutors to John James Wetstein, was born September 
I9 1647, at Basil, and was grandson of John Rodolphus 
Wetstein, burgomaster of that city, a man of great merits 
who rendered important services to his country at the peace 
of Munster, in the Imperial court, and in his native place. 
John Rodolphus, the subject of this article, succeeded his 
father as professor of Greek, and afterwards of divinity, 
and died at Basil April 21, 1711, leaving two sons, one 
of whom, Rodolphus, was professor of divinity at Basil, 
and the other, John Henry, a bookseller at Amsterdam. 
He had published, in 1673, with notes, Origen*s *< Dia« 
logue against the Marcionites," with the ^^ Exhortation to 
Martyrdom,'' and the letter to Africanus concerning the 
<< History of Susanna," whiph he first took from the Greek 
MSS. We have several other valuable discourses or dis- 
sertations of bis. Henry Wetstein, one of his brothers, 
also well acquainted with Greek and Latin, settled in Hol- 
land, where he followed the business of a bookseller, be- 
came a celebrated printer, and died April 4, 1726. His 
descendants long remained in Holland. ' 

WHALLEY (Peter), an English divine and critic, 
the son of Richard Whalley, of an ancient Northampton- 
shire family, was borp at Rugby, in the county of War- 

1 Cbaufepie, and refereoces by him, who has f ireo th« fullest aotouot ytt 
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wicky Sept. 2f 1722^ He was admitted at Merchant-Tliy* 
lor*s-schooly London, Jan. 10, 173 1, whence, in June 
1740, he was elected scholar of St. John's-college, Ox* 
ford, and, in 1743, was admitted Fellow. On quitting 
the university, be became vicar of St. Sepulchre's, North- 
amptonshire. It was here that he probably laid the foun- 
dation of that topographical knowledge which, in 1755, in« 
duced a committee of gentlemen of that county to elect 
bim as the proper person to prepare for the press Bridges*8 
and other MSS. for a History of Northamptonshire. 

In 1766, he applied to the corporation of London to 
succeed Dr. Birch in the rectory of St. Margaret Pattens ; 
and in bis address to them said, " I have neither curacy 
nor lectureship, but a small country vicarage, whose clear 
annual income is under seventy pounds ; and which, if I 
merit your indulgence, will be necessarily void/* He ob- 
tained this rectory, to which was afterwards added the vica- 
rage -of Horley in Surrey, by the governors of Christ^s- 
hospital. In January 1768 he took the degree of bachelor 
of laws, and in October following was chosen master of 
the grammar-school of Christ's- hospital, which he resigned 
in 1776; but afterwards accepted that of Saint Olave's, 
Southwark, and acted as a justice of peace there. It was 

* . chiefly at Horley that he employed himself on the History 
of Northamptonshire; but an unfortunate derangement in 

. his affairs, and the inattention of the gentlemen of the 
county, delayed the completion of the publication from 
1779, when it was announced to appear, till 1791, in which 
year, June 12, he died at Ostend, in the sixty-ninth year 
of his age. Before he went abroad, be received subscrip- 
tions, at a guinea each, for a quarto History of the several 
Royal Hospitals of London. His previous publications were, 
1. '^ An Essay on the method of writing History,** London, 
1746. 2. *< An Inquiry into the learning of Shakspeare, 
with remarks on several passages of his plays,** 1748, 8vo. 

3. *^ A Vindication of the Evidences and Authenticity of 
the Gospels, from the objections of the late lord Boling- 
broke, in his letters on the studyof history,** 1753, 8vo. 

4. ** An edition of the Works of Ben. Jonson, with nutes^** 
1756, 7 vols. 8vo. This was long esteemed the best, pro- 
bably because the most commodious edition ; but will now 
be superseded by that of Mr. Gifford. Mr, Whalley pub- 
lished also a few occasional sermons. ' 

1 Gent. Mag. vol. LXI.— NtcboIs*6 Bowyer. 
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WHARTON (Thomas, Marquis of Wharton), waseldi 
est son of Philip loM Wharton, who distinguished himself 
on the side of the parliament during the civil w^rs, by his 
second wife, Jane, daughter and heiress of Arthur Good* 
wyn, of Upper Winchendon, in Buckinghamshire, esq^ 
He was born about 1640, and sat in several parliaments 
during the reigns of Charles II. and James II. in which he 
appeared in opposition to the court. In 1688, be is sup^ 
posed to have drawn up the first sketch of the invitation of 
the prince of Orange to come to England, which, being 
approved and subscribed by several peers and commoners, 
was carried over to Holland by the earl, afterwards duke, 
of Shrewsbury : ^nd joined that prince at Exeter ^ppn after 
bis landing at Torbay. On the advancement of William 
and Mary to the throne, Mr. Wharton was made comp-r 
troller of the household, and sworn of the privy-council 
Feb. 20, 168P. On the death of his father, he succeeded 
to the title of lord Wharton, and in April 1697 was made 
chief justice in Eyre on this side of the Trent, and lord- 
lieutenant of Oxfordshire. In the beginning of 1701, upon 
the debate in the House of Peers about the address relative 
to the partition-treaty, his lordship moved an addition to 
it, to this purpose, that as the French king had broke that 
treaty, they should advise bis majesty to treat no more with ' 
him, or rely on his word without further security. And 
this, though much opposed by all who were against en- 
gaging in a new war, was agreed to by the majority of tbe 
fiduse. 

On the accession oF queen Anne, bis lordship was re* 
moved from bis employments, and in December 1702 he 
was one of the managers for the lords in ^he conference 
yfith the House of Commons relating to the bill against 
occasional conforpnity, which he opposed on all occasions, 
with great vigour and address. In April 1705 he attended 
the queen at Cambridge, when her majesty visited that 
university, and was admitted, among other persoqs of 
rank, to the honorary degree of doctor of laws. In th^ 
latter end of that year,, bis lordship opened the debate in 
the House of Lords for a regency, in case of the que^nU 
demise, in a mp^nner which was very much admired. He 
bad not been present at the forme^ debate relating to the 
invitation of the princess Sophia to come over and live in 
England ; but, he said, be was much delighted with what 
^e heard concerning it ; since he had ever looked upon 
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Uie seouriiig a Protestaot succession to the ci^wni afr that 
whick secured the nation's happiness. His proposition 
for the regency oontaiaed these particulars^ that the re- 
gents shoukl be empowered to act in the name of the sue- 
cessor, till he should send over orders : that, besides those 
whom the parliament should name, the next successor 
should send over a nomination, sealed up, and to be opened 
when that accidetit should happen, of persons who should 
act in the same capacity with the persons named by par- 
liament. This motion being supported by all the. Whig 
lords, a bill was ordered to be brought ^nto the House 
tipon it. 

In 1706, he was appointed one of the commissioners for 
the union with Scotland ; which being concluded, he was 
one of the most zealous advocates for passing the bill en- 
acting it ; and in December the same year, he was created 
earl of Wharton in the county of Westmorland. Upon 
the meeting of the parliament in Oct. 1707, the earl sup- 
ported the petition of the merchants againat^ the conduct 
of the admiralty^ which produced an .address to the qu^en 
on that subject. In the latter end of 1708, his lordship was 
appointed lord lieutenant of Ireland, where he arrived April 
2y 1709, and opened a session of parliament there, with a 
speech reminding them of the inequality with respect to 
jiumbers, between the protestants and papists of that king- 
dom, and of the necessity of coiisidering, whether any new 
Jbills were wanting to inforce or explain those good lavi$$ 
already in being, for preventing the growth of popery ; 
and of in<;(ulGating and preserving a good understanding 
amongsitall protestants there« He shewed likewise his teo- 
derpe^s for the dissenters, in the speech which he made to 
bot^ Houses at the close of the session Aug. 30, in which 
Jhe told them, that he did not question^ but that they under- 
stood too well the true interest of the prote/itant religion in 
that kingdom, not to endeavour to make all such protestants 
^.^^y as they icould, who wece willing to :contribute what 
they could to defend the whole against the common enemy; 
and that it was not tb^ law then past to *' prevent the 
growth of popery,'' nor any other law tbat jthe wit of man 
could frame, which would secure them from popery, while 
they continued divided among themselves ; it being de- 
monstrable, that, unless there be a firm friendship and 
confidence amongst the protestants of Ireland, it was im- 
possible for them either to be happy, or to be safe. And 
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he concluded with declaring to them the queen's 6zed re^ 
solution, that as her majesty would always maintain and 
support the church, as by law established, so it was her 
royal wilt and intention, that dissenters should not be per- 
secuted or molested in the exercise of their religion. His 
lordship's conduct was such, as lord lieutenant of Ireland^ 
that the Irish l^ouse of Peers, in their address to the queen, 
returned their thanks to her majesty for sending a person 
of '* so great wisdom and experience^* to be their chief go- 
vernor. His lordship returned thither on May 7, 1710, .but 
in Oct. following, delivered up bis commission of lord lieu* 
tenant, which was given to the duke of Ormond. 

Soon after this event, Wharton was severely attacked in 
'* The Examiner," and other political papers, on account 
of his administration of that kingdom; and by no writer 
with more asperity than Swift *, who endeaivoure^ to ex- 
pose him under the character of Verres, although he had, 
not long before, solicited in very abject terms to be ad- 
mitted his lordship's chaplain. Swift's character of him in 
vol. V. of his Works, is perhaps the bitterest satire ever 
written on anyman^ but it may be observed that it relates 
in some measure to his morals, and those have been gene- 
vaily represented as very bad. On the other hand, the au* 
thor of the Spectator, who dedicated the fifth volume of 
that work to him, affords a very favourable idea of his con** 
diict in public life. He (probably Addison) observes that 
it was his lordship's particular distinction, that he was mas- 
ter of the whole compass of business, and had signalized 
himself in the different scenes of it ; that some are admired 
for^he dignity, others for the popularity of their behaviour; 
s6me for their clearness of judgment, others for their hap- 
piness of expression ; some for laying of schemes^ and others 
for putting them in execution ; but that it was his lordship 
only, who enjoyed these several talents united, and that too 
in as great perfection, as others possessed them singly; 
that his lordship's enemies acknowledged this great extent 


* The following curioni account 
it given by Dr. Warton in a core on 
Pope't Works, from the aothority of 
Dr. Salter, the learned matter of the 
Charter- bouse. Lord Somers recom- 
mended Swift at his own very esrn«fst 
request to lord Wharton, but without 
success i and the answer Wharton is 
said to have given, which was never 


forgotten or forgiven by Swift, laid th« 
foundation of that peculiar rancour 
with which he always mentious lord 
Wharton. The answer was to this 
purpose, ** Ob, my lord, we must not 
prefer or countenance those fellows : 
we have not character cMiigh oiif> 
lelvet." 
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in his character, at the same time that they used their ut-^ 
most industry and invention to derogate from it ; but that 
it was for his. honour, that those who were then his ene- 
mies, were always so ; and t!hat he had acted in so much 
consistency with himself, and promoted the interests of bis 
country in so uniform a manner, that even those who would 
mbrepresent his generous designs for the public good» 
eould not but approve the steadiness and intrepidity with 
which he pursued them. The annotator on this character 
quotes an eminent historian as saying that lord Wharton 
** had as many friends as the constitution, and that onlv its 
enemies were his*; that he made no merit of his zeal for * 
bis country ; and that he expended above 80,000/. for its 
service,'" &c. 

The earl continued in a vigorous opposition to the mea« 
snres of the court during the last four years of queen 
Anne's reign, and particularly against the schism bill ; and 
in Jone 1713, moved the address in the House of Lords, 
that her majesty should use her most pressing instances 
with the duke of Lorrain, and with all the princes and 
states in amity and correspondence with her majesty, that 
they would not receive the Pretender, or suffer him to con- 
tinue within their dominions. In Sept. 1714, soon after 
the arrival of king George I. in England, his lordship was 
made lord privy seal, and in the beginning of January fol- 
lowing, was created marquis - of Wharton and Malmsbury 
in England, and earl of Rathfarnham and marquis of Ca-> 
tberlough, in Ireland. But he did not long enjoy these 
distinctions, as he died at bis house in Dover-street, April 
12, 1715, in the seventy -sixth year of his age. 

Dr. Percy attributes to the marquis, the famous Irish 
ballad of ^^ Lilliburlero," which is said to have had a more 
powerful effect than the Philippics of Demosthenes or Ci- 
cero, and contributed not a little towards tbo revolution in 
1688. He is also said to have been the author of a pre- 
tended letter of Machiavel to Zenobius Buond^lmontius, in 
vindication of himself and his writings, printed at the end 
of the English translation of MachiavePs works, 1680, foL 

The marquis of Wharton was twice married, and both 
bis wives had literary pretensions. The first was Anne, 
daughter and coheiress of sir Henry Lee, of Ditchly in 
Oxfordshire, by whom his lordship had no issue. She 
wrote some poetical essays of considerable merit, and was 
a pleasing letter-writer. His second lady was Lucy, daugh- 
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ter of lord Lisburne, by whom he had his celebrated soe^ 
the subject of our n^xt article, and two daughters. . This 
marchioness wrote some verses, inserted in Mr. Nicholses 
collection. Swift, in his scandalous character of the mar*? 
quiS) has not hesitated to blacken the character of this. lady 
in a. most infamous manner, if unfounded. ' 

WHARTON (Phcup, duke of), son to the preceding, 
was born about 1699. He was educated at home; and, at 
what was calculated to distinguish bim most, his father's 
prime object was to form him a complete orator. The first 
prelude to his innumerable misfortunes may justly be 
reckoned his falling in love with, and privately marrying 
^t the Fleet, when he wa$ scarcely sixteen years old, a 
young lady, the daughter of major-general Holmes; A 
niatch by no means suited .to his birth and fortune, and far 
less to the ambitious views his father bad entertaiiied for 
him. However, the amiable lady deserved infinitely more 
happiness than she met with by an alHaoce with bis tiattily.; 
and the young lord was not so unhappy through any mis<* 
conduct of hers ^ by the death of his fatbeiv which this 
precipitate marriage is thought to have occasioned about a 
year after. The dube> being so early free from patenial 
restraints, and possessed of a fortune of 16,000/. a year^ 

aed into ^hose numberless excesses which became at 
ital tp him ; and proved, as Pope expresses i|, 

" A tyrant to the wife his heart approves, - 
A rebel to the very king he love?/* 

In 1716 he indulged his desire of travelling and finishing 
big education abroad; and, as he was designed to be brought 
up in the strictest Whig principles, Gei^eva was judged a 
proper place for his residence. He took the route of Hol- 
land, and visited several courts of Germany, that of Han* 
over in particular. Being arrived at Geneva, he conceived 
ao great a disgust to the austere and dogmatical precepts 
of his governor, that be soon decamped, and set oat for 
Lyons, where he arrived in Oct 1716. His lordship somer 
where or other bad picked up a beards cob, of which he 
was very fond, and carried it about with him. But, when 
he determined to abandon his tutor, he left the cub behind 
bim, with the following address to bim : *^ Being no longer 
able to bear with your ill usage, I think proper to be gone 

' Bircb*t Lives.— Buroet'tf Owa Times.— Park*i Bditioo of Royml aad If^- 
t^le AulUon.— Niehol4'tiPoemft.-<-Siria's Works by Nichols ^ Se« Index. 
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from you ; however, that you may not want company, I 
b«ve left you the bear, as the most suitable companion in 
the world that could be picked out for you.^' 

When the marquis was at Lyons, he took a very strange 
step, little expected from him. He wrote a letter to the 
chevalier de St. George, then residing at Ai'ignon, to whom 
he presented a very iine stone-horse. Upon receiving this 
present, the chevalier sent a man of quality to the marquis, 
who carried him privately to his court, where he was re- 
ceived with the greatest marks of esteem, and had the title 
tif duke of Northumberland conferred upon him. He m»- 
mained there, however, but one day ; and then returned 
post to Lyons, whence he set out for Paris. He likewise 
inade a visit to the queen-dowager of England, consort to 
James 11. then residing at St. Germains, to whom he paid 
his court, pursuing the same rash measures as at Avignon, 
It was reported that he told the queen he was resolved to 
atone by his own services for the faults of his family, and 
would exert all his endeavours to subvert the Hanover suc- 
cession, and promote the interest of the exiled prince ; but 
as he complained that being underage, and kept out of his 
jestate, he wanted money to carry on the design, the dow- 
ager-queen, though poor, pawned her jewels to raise him 
2000/. We shall afterwards find that the chevalier accom- 
modated him with the same sum long after the dowager*a 
death. 

* During his stay at faris, his winning address and asto« 
pishing parts gained him the esteem and admiration of all 
Xhe British subjects of both parties who happened to be 
there. The earl of Stair, then the English ambassador 
there, notwithstanding all the reports to the marquis's dis- 
advantage, thought proper to shew some respect to the re- 
presentative of so great a family. His excellency never 
failed to lay hold of every opportunity to give some admo- 
nitions, which were not always agreeable to the vivacity of 
his temper, aud sometimes provoked him to great indiscre- 
tions. Once in particular, the ambassador, extolling the 
merit and noble behaviour of the marquis's father, added, 
ihat he hoped he would follow so illustrious an example of 
fidelity to his prince and love to bis country : on which the 
marquis immediately answered, that *^he thanked his ex- 
cellency for bis good advice, and, as his excellency had 
also a worthy and deserving father, he hoped he would 
likewise copy so bright an original, and tread in bifif steps.'* 
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This was a severe sarcasm, as the ambassador*s father had 
betrayed his master in a manner that was not very credit^ 
able. Before he left France, an English gentleman expos- 
tolating with him for swerving so much from the principles 
of hjs, father and whole family, his lordship answered, that 
'^ he had' pawned his principles to Gordon, the Pretender's 
banker, for a considerable sum, and, till he could repay 
him, he must be a Jacobite ; but, when that was done, he 
woald again return to the Whigs/' 

In Dec. 1716, the marquis arrived in England, where he 
did not remain long till he set out for Ireland ; in which 
kingdom, on account of his extraordinaty qualities, he had 
the honour of being admitted, though under age, to take 
bis seat in the House of Peers as earl of Kathfarnham and 
marquis Catherlough. He made use of this indulgence to 
take possession of his estate, and receive his rents, asking 
bis tenants ** if they durst doubt of bis being of'age, after 
the parliament had allowed him to be so ?" In the Irish 
parliament he espoused a very different interest from that 
which he had so lately embraced. He distinguished him* 
self, in this situation, as a violent partizan for the ministry; 
and acted in all mother respects, as well in his private as 
public capacity, with the warmest zeal for government *. 
In consequence of this zeal, shewn at a time when they 
stood much in need of men of abilities, and so little was 
expected from him, the king created him duke of Wharton; 
and, as soon as he came of age, he was introduced into the 
House of Lords in England, with the like blaze of reputation. 
Yet a little before the death of lord Stanhope, his grace 
again changed sides, opposed the court, and endeavoured 
to defeat the schemes of the ministry. He was one of the 
most forward and vigorous in the defence of the bishop of 
Rochester, and in opposing the bill for inflicting pains and 
penalties on that prelate ; and, as if this opposition was not 
tuflScient, he published, twice a week, a paper called *'The 
True Briton,'' several thousands of which were dispersed 
weekly. . 


* it was probably whiia the dnke 
was io Ireland that he became ac- 
qoamted with Swift, who had a high 
opinioQ of bis great abilities, and was 
BO less esteemed by the dake. Ii is 
said that ooe day dining together, 
when the duke bad recounted several 
eitrafagsnces be bad nm througb, 


Swift said, '< Yoa have bad your fiolicf , 
my lord, let me reeommeod one mora 
to you : take a frolic to be virtooat ; 
take my word for it, that one will do 
you more honour than all tbe other 
frolics of your whole life." Delany's 
Obserraiioos on Lord Orrery's Re- 
marks. 
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In the mean time his boundless profusion .bad so bur- 
thened his estate, that a decree of chancery vested it in th« 
hands of trustees for the payment of his debts, allowing a 
provision of 12002. per annum for his subsistence. This not 
being sufficient to support his title with dignity at home, Jhq 
resolved to go abroad till his estate should be clean ^ But in 
this he only meant, as it should seem, to deceive by an ap* 
pearance; for he went to Vienoa, to execute a^private 
commission, not in favour of the English ministry; nor did 
be ever shiue to greater advantage as to his personal cha- 
racter than at the imperial court. From Vicuna he made 
a tour to Spain, where bis arrival alarmed the English 
minister so much, that two expresses were sent from Ma- 
drid to London, upon an apprehension that his grace was 
received there in the character of an ambassador; upon 
which the duke received a summons under the privy seal 
to return home. His behaviour on^'this occasion was a suf- 
ficient indication that he never designed to return to Eng- 
land whilst affairs remained in the same state. This he had 
often declared, from his going abroad, the second time; 
which, no doubt, was the occasion of his treating that so- 
lemn order with so much indignity, and endeavouring tQ 
inflame the Spanish court, not only against the person who 
delivered the summons, but also against the court of Qreul 
Britain itself, for exercising an act of power, as he was 
pleased to call it, within the jurisdiction of his Catholie 
majesty. After this he acted openly in the service of the 
Pretender, and appeared at his court, where he was re- 
ceived with the greatest marks of favour. 

Whil^^ thus employed abroad, bis duchess, who had 
been neglected by him, died in England, April 14, 1726, 
and left no issue behind her. Soon after this, he fell vio- 
lently in love with madam Obyrne, then one of the maids 
of honour to the queen of Spain. She was daughter of an 
Irish colonel in that service, who being dead, her mother 
lived upon a pension the king allowed her ; so that this 
lady's fortune consisted chiefly in her personal accomplish- 
ments. Many arguments were used, by thieir friends on 
both sides, to dissuade them from the marrii^. The 
queen of Spain, when the duke asked her consent, repre- 
sented to him, in the most lively terqis, that the conse- 
quence of the match would be misery to them both; and 
absolutely refused her consent. Having now no hopes ot 
•btaining her^ he fell into a deep melanoboly^ wbicli 
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brought on a lingering feTer. This circumstance r^aebed 
her majesty^s ear: she was moved with his distress^, tuid 
Sent him word to endeavour the recovery of his health; 
andy as soon as he was able to appear abroad, she would 
speak tb bim in a more favourable manner than at their 
lasi interview. * Thie duke, upon receiving this news, ima-^ 
gined it the best way to take advantage of the kind dispo<« 
sition her majesty was then in ; and summoning to his 
assistance his little remaining strength, threw himself at 
her majesty's feet, and begged of her either to give him 
M. Obyrne, or order him not to live. The queen con- 
sented, but told him he would soon repent it. After the 
solemnization of his marriage, he passed some time at 
Rome ; where he accepted of a blue ribband, affected to 
appear with the title of duke of Northumberland, and for 
a while enjoyed the confidence of the exiled prince. But, 
as he could not always keep himself within the bounds of 
Italian gravity, and having no employment to amuse his 
active temper, he soon ran into his usual excesses ; which 
giving offence, it was thought proper for him to removef 
from that city for the present, lest be should at last fait 
into actual disgrace. 

Accordingly, he quitted Rome, and went by sea to Bar-* 
eelona ; and then resolved upon a new scene of life, which 
few expected he would ever have engaged in. He wrote 
a letter to the king of Spain, acquainting him, that he 
would assist at the siege of Gibraltar as a volunteer. The 
king thanked him for the honour, and accepted his service: 
but be soon grew weary of this, and set his heart on Rome. 
In consequence of this resolution, he wrote a letter to* the 
chevalier de St. George, full of respect and submission, 
expressing a desire of visiting his court; but the chevaliei^ 
returned for answer, that he thought it more advisable for 
his grace to draw near England. The duke seemed re- 
solved to follow his advice, set out for France in company 
with his duchess, and, attended by two or three servants, 
arrived at Paris in May 1728. Here he made little stay, 
but proceeded to Rouen, in his way, as some imagined, 
for England ; but he stopped, and took up his residence at 
Rouen, without reflecting the least on the business that 
brought him to France. He was so far from making anjr 
concession to the government, in order to make bis peace, 
that be did not give himself the least trouble about ht» 
personal estate, or any other eoueem in England. The 
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duke had dbout 600/. in bis possession when he arrived at 
Roueoy where more of his servants joined him from Spain. 
A bill of indictment was about this time preferred against 
him in England for high treason. The chevalier soon after 
Bent him 2000/. for his support^' of which he was no sooner 
iu possession than he squandered it away. As a long jour- 
ney did dot well suit with his grace*s finances^ he went for 
Orleans; thence fell down the river Loire to Nantz, iu 
Britany ; and there he stopt some time^ till he got a remit- 
tance from Paris, which was dispersed almost as soon as 
received. At Nantz some of his ragged servants rejoined 
faim, and he took shipping with them for Biiboa, as if he 
had been carrying recruits to the Spanish regiments. From 
Bilboa he wrote a humorous letter to a friend at Paris, 
giving a whimsical account of his voyage, and his manner 
of passing his time. The queen of Spain took the duchess 
to attend her person. 

In Jan. 1731, the duke declined so fast, being in bis 
quarters at Lerida, that he had not the use of his limbs so 
as to move without assistance ; but, as he was free from 
pain, did not lose all his gaiety. He continued in this ill 
state of health for two months, when he gained a little 
strength, and found benefit from a certain mmeral water in 
the mountaifis of Catalonia; but he was too much exhausted 
%o recover. He relapsed the May following at Tarragona, 
whither be removed with his regiment : and, going to the 
above-mentioned waters, he fell into one of those fainting- 
fits, to which he had been for some time subject, in a 
smalt village ; and was utterly destitute of all the necessa- 
ries of life, till some charitable fathers of a Bernkrdine 
convent offered him what assistance their house afforded. 
The duke accepted their kind proposal ; upon which they 
removed him to their convent, and administered all the 
relief in their power. Under this hospitable roof, after 
languiflhing a week, the duke of Wharton died May 31, 
1731, without one friend or acquaintance to close his eyes« 
His funeral was performed in the same manner which the 
fathers observed to those of their own fraternity. Dying 
without issue, 'his titles became extinct. His widow sur- 
vived to a very advanced age^ and died in Feb. 1777, and 
Was buried in St. Pancras church-yard. 

Pope has drawn his character in these masterly lines : 
^' Wharton, the scorn and wonder of our days. 
Whose ruling passion was the lust of praise : 
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Born with whatever could win it fitmi the wue^ 
Women and fools m\ist like him or he dies ; 
Tho' wmid*ring senates hung on all he spoke. 
The dub muSt haiJ him master of the joke. 
Shall parts so various aim at nothing new } 
Hell shine a Tully, and a Wilmot too. 
Then turns repentant, and his God adores, 
With the same spirit that he drinks and whores; 
Enough, if all around him but admire. 
And now the p\mk applaud, and now the fryer. 
Thus with each gift of nature and of art. 
And wanting nothing but an honest heart -, 
Grown all to all, from no one vice exempt ; 
And most contemptible, to shun conteinpt ; 
His passion still, to covet general praise. 
His life, to forfeit it a thousand ways > 
A constant bounty, which no friend has made : 
An angel tongue, which no man can persuade ; 
A fool, with more of wit than half mankind. 
Too rash for thought, for action too refin'd t 
A tyrant to the w^e his heart approves > 
A rebel to the very king he loves i 
He dies, sad outcast of each church and state> 
And, harder still ! flagitious, yet not great. 

Like Buckingham and Rochester, says lord Orford, be 
'^ comforted all the grave a.nd dull by throwing away the 
brightest profusion of parts on witty fooleries, debauchee 
ries, and scrapes, which may mix graces with a great cha*- 
racter, but can never compose one." It is difficult to un« 
derstand a sentence composed of such incoherent materials^ 
but bis lordship is more intelligible when he tells us thai 
*' with attachment to no party, though with talents to go-- 
vem any party, this, lively man exchanged the free air of 
Westminster for the gloom of the Escurial ; the prospect of 
king George*s garter for the Pretender^s ; and with indif* 
ference to all religion, the frolic lord who had written th^ 
ballad on the archbishop of Canterbury, died in the habift 
of a capuchin." For this last particular, however, there 
appears no foundation. Lord Orford proceeds to mentiop 
that there are two volumes in 8vo, called bis ** Life and 
Writing^," but conuining of the latter nothing but seventy- 
four papers of the True Briton, and his celebrated speecb 
in the House of Lords, in defence of Atterbury. But there 
are two other volumes 12mQ, without date ; ^nd wiib the 
same life as in the 2 vols. 8vo. (1731) the title of which is 
<* The Poetical Works of Philip late Duke of Wharton ; 
and others of the Whacton family, and of the duke's iDti- 
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ttiate acquaintance, &c. witli original letters, novels, &c.'' 
In this farrago are some few poetical pieces which have 
generally been attributed to (he duke, but the greater pact 
•re bj other bands, and the whole given without any ap- 
parent authority. The late Mr. Riuon had formed the 
.design of publishing Wharton's genuine poetry, with a 
life. What he prepared is now before us, but does not 
amount to mucbf He probably began the collection in his 
latter days. Wharton appears to have been at one time a 
patron of men of letters. He certainly was such to Dr. 
Young, who dedicated the tragedy oftbe ** Revenge*' to 
him, in a style of flattery which must excite surprise in all 
who observe the date, 1722, and know that long before 
that period Wharton's character was decided and notorious. 
Young might perhaps blush now, and it is certain that he 
lived afterwards to be completely ashamed, and to suppress 
his dedication. ' 

WHA RTON (Sir George), m loyal astrologer of the 
•eventeenth century, was descended firom an andient family 
in Westmoreland, and born at Kirby-Kendal in that county 
April 4, 1617. He passed some time at the university of 
Oxford, but was more studious of mathematics and astro- 
nomy than of any other academical pursuits. After this, 
having some private fortune, he retired from the university, 
until the breaking out of the rebellion, when he converted 
his property into money, and raised a troop of horse for his 
majesty, of which be became captain. After other en- 
gagements, he was finally routed at Stow-on-the-Would in 
Gloucestershire, March 21, 1645, where sir Jacob Astley 
was taken prisoner, and Wharton received several wounds, 
the marks of which he carried to his grave^ He then 
joined the king at Oxford, and had an office conferred 
upon him in the ordnance, but after the decline of the 
royal cafise, he came to London and gained a livelihood 
by his writings, chiefly by that profitable article, the com- 
posing of almanacks, with predictions. In some of his 
productions he gave offence by his loyal hints and witti- 
cisms, and was several times imprisoned, particularly in 
Windsor-castle, where he found bis brother conjuror WiU 
liam Lilly. Lilly showed him much kindness, which Whar- 
ton repaid afterwards by saving him from prosecution as 

1 Life pre6ii«d to bis Prow Worka. — Biog. Brit. — Park's edition of the RoyaJ 
and Noble Authors .^Nichols's Poems. 
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a reptiblicM prophet. Upon the restoration^ WbartonH 
, loyalty wai rewarded by the place of treasurer and pay- 
master of the ordnance, and he was also created a baronet. 
He died Ang. 12, 1681. He wrote, besides his Almanneks, 
Mercaries, astronomical pieces, and chronologies of the 
events of his time. His works were collected and pub^- 
lisbed by Gadbury in 1683, 8vo. ' 

WHARTON (Henry), an English divine, of most un* 
common abilities, was bom * Nov. 9, 1664, at Worstead 
in Norfolk ; of which parish his father Edmund, who sur- 
vived him, was vicar. He was educated under his father -, 
and made such a progress in the Greek and Latin tongues, 
that, from his first entrance into the university, he was 
thought an eiLtraordinary young man. On Feb. 17, 1679- 
80, he was admitted into Caius*college, Cambridge, of 
which his father had been feilow, under the tuition of John, 
afterwards sir John Ellys, one of the senior fellows. Here 
lie prosecuted his studies with the greatest vigour, and was 
instructed in the mathematics by Mr. (afterwards sir) fsaae 
Newton, then fellow of Trinity*college and Lucasian pro*- 
fessor, amongst a select company, to whom that great 
man read lectures in his own private chamber. He took a 
bachelor of arts degree in 1683-4, and resided in the col- 
lege till 1686, was a scholar on the foundation of his great 
uncle Stockys, but, observing no probability of a vacancy 
among the fellowships, he left it, and was recommended 
by Dr. Barker, afterwards chaplain to archbishop Tiilotson, 
to Dr. Cave, whom he assisted in compiling his '' Historia 
Literaria.*' Of the nature of that assistance, and the man- 
ner in which he conducted himself, we shall have occasion 
to speak afterwards. In 1687 he was ordained deacon; 
and the same year proceeded master of arts by proxy ; 
which favour was indulged him on account of being then 
dangerously ill of the small-pox at Islington. About this 
time the reputation he had acquired recommended him to 
the notice of Dr. Tenison, vicar^of St. Martin's in the Fields, 
London, afterwards archbishop of Canterbury, who em* 
ployed him to prepare for the press a manuscript on ''The 
incurable Scepticism of the Church of Roooe," written in 

* H« it Mid to baTd been born with of the fane tise ; thii it mentioned is 

twotoDguet, one of which gradually thePhiloiophicalTraufatitioDf,No.48^ 

lessened until it became no way incon- for 1748. 
tenient, though both were originally 

« Cibber'f Livci.— Ath. Ox. toU II.«-CeM. Lit. vol. VI. 
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Latin by PlaceUe of Hamburgh. This Wharton translated 
into English and epitomized. Tenison also recommended 
him to lord Arundel of Trerice, as tutor for his son. Soon 
after being presented to archbishop Sancroft, bis grace put 
into his hands, in April 1788, the manuscript of arcbbir 
shop Usher's dogmatical history of the Holy Scriptures^ 
which he published, in 4to, under the title, <^ J. Usserii, 
&c. Hist. Dogmatica controversis^ inter orthodpxos et pon* 
tificios de scripturis, &c.*' to which be added an " aucta* 
rium/* or supplement. He also published before and about 
this time several treatises against popery, amon^ which 
are, 1. ** The Speculum Ecclesiasticum considered, in its 
false reasonings and quotations,*' I«ond. 1687, 4to. Th^ 
** Speculum Ecclesiasticum*' was a production of Thomas 
Ward, whom we have noticed already. 2. *< A treatise 

? roving Scripture to be the rule of Faith, writ by Reginald 
^ecock, bishop of Chichester, before the reformation, 
about HSO,** Lond. 1688, 4to. This, to which Mr. Whar* 
ton prefixed a preface on the same subject, is the only 
production of that learned prelate which has been pub« 
lished. 3. ^< A treatise of the Celibacy of the Clergy, 
wherein its rise and progress are historically considered/' 
ibid. 1688, 4to. In this he proves that the celibacy of the 
clergy was not enjoined either by Christ or his apostles; 
that it has nothing excellent in itself; that the imposition 
of it is unjust, and that, in point of fact, it was never uni^^ 
versally imposed or practised in the ancient church. 5. A 
translation of Dellon's ** History of the Inquisition of Goa.^' 
6. About the same time be translated some homilies of St. 
Macarius, the prologue and epilogue of Euronius to his 
** Apologetic Treatise'* (formerly transcribed by him out of 
a manuscript of Dr. Tenison) with a treatise of *^ Pseudo- 
Dorotheus," found by Mr. Dodwell in the Bodleian library^ 
out of Greek into Latin, and the faqiOus Bull ** in Cceni 
Domini" out of Latin into English ; anhexin*; a short pre* 
face containing some reflections upoil the Bull, and ani- 
madversions on the account of the proceedings of the par- 
liament of Paris. 7. He gave his assistance likewise to a 
new edition of Dr. I'homas James's ^* Corruption of the 
Scriptures, Councils, and Fathers, by the Prelate9 of the 
Church of Rome for the maintenance pf Popery ;" and at 
the request of Mr. Watts he revised the version of " Phil;i- 
lethe & Philirene,'* fitting it for the press. 8. << A brief 
declaration of the Lord's Supper, written by Dr. Nicholas 
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Ridley, bishop of London, during his iAiprisonment. Witb 
some other determinations and disputations concerning the 
same argument, by the same author. To which is annexed 
an extract of several passages to the same purpose out of 
a book entitled ^ Diallecticon,' written by Dr. John Poynet, 
bishop of Winton in the reigns of Edward VI. and queen 
Mary," 1688, 4to. 9. <* The Enthusiasm of the Church 
of Rome demonstrated in some observations upon the Life 
of Ignatius Loyola," 1688, 4to. 

In this year (1688) although as yet no more than a dea- 
con, he was honoured by Bancroft with a licence to preach 
through the whole province of Canterbury; a favour 
granted to none but him during Sancroft's continuance in 
that see. In Sept following, the archbishop admitted him 
into the number of his chaplains, and at the same time (as 
his custom was) gave him a living ; but, institution to it 
being deferred till he should be of full age, the vicarage 
of Minster in the Isle of Tbanet fell void in the mean 
time, and afterwards the rectory of Chartham, to both 
which he was collated in 1689, being prdained priest on 
his own birth-day, Nov. 9, 1688. 

In 1692 he published, in 8vo, << A Defence of Plurali- 
ties," in which the subject is handled with great ingenuity; 
and the same year was printed, in two 'volumes folio, his 
*^ Anglia Sacra, sive Collectio Historiarum, partim anti- 
quities, partim rec6nter, scriptarum, de Archiepiscopis & 
Episcopis Anglis, a prima Fidei Christiance susceptione 
ad annum MDXL." He has been generally commended for 
having done great service to the ecclesiastical history of 
this kingdom by this work: yet bishop Burnet, in his 
" Reflections" on Atterbury's book of " The Rights, Pow- 
ers, and Privileges, of an English Convocation,-" tells us, 
that *^ he had in his hands a whole treatise, which con- 
tained only the faults of ten leaves of one of the volumes 
of the * Anglia Sacra.' They are, indeed," adds he, " so 
many, and so gross, that often the feults are as many as 
the lines : sometimes they are two for one." This may be 
perhaps asserting too much, but unquestionably the errors 
in transcription, from haste, or from employing improper 
amanuenses, are so considerable as to render it necessary 
to peruse it witb great caution, otherwise it is a truly va- 
luable collection. There is a copy of it in the Bodleian 
library, among Mr. Gough*s books, with an immense ad- 
dition of MS notes by bishop Kennet. In 1693, Wharton 
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I 

\ poblisbed, in 4to, *^ Bedie Venerabilis Opera qusedain 
Theologica, nunc primum edits ; nee non Historica ?'u«;a 
semel edita :'' and the same year, under the name vf 
Anthony HarmeiV' ** A Specimen of some errors z d. 
defects in the History of the Reformation of the Chu ctt 
of England, written by Gilbert Burnet, D. D.'* 8vo. In 
the answer to this, addressed by way of letter to Dr. 
Lloyd bishop of Lichfield and Coventry, Dr. Burnet ob- 

" senres, that '*he had not seen any one thing relating to his 
history which had pleased him so much as this specimen. 
It i^ plain,'* says he, ^* that here is a writer, who has con* 
sidered those times and that matter with much application ; 
and that he is a master of this subject He has the art of 
writing skilfully; and how much soever he may be wanting 
in a Christian temper, and in the decency that one who 
owns himself of our communion owed to the station I hold, 
in it, yet in other respects he seems to be a very valuable 
man ; so valuable, that I cannot, without a very sensible 
regret, see such parts and such industry like to be soured 
and spoiled with so ill a temper.'' And afterwards, in bis 
^ Reflections" upon Atterbury's book just mentioned, he 
speaks of the specimen in these words : ^ Some years ag^^ 
a rude attack was made upon me under the disguised name 
of Anthony Harmer. His true name is well enough known^ 
as also who was his patron :— but I answered that specimen 
with the firmness that became me ; and I charged the writer 
home to publish the rest of his ^' Reflections." He had in- 
timated, that he gave then but the sample, and that he had 
great store yet in reserve. I told him upon that, I would 
expect to see him make that good, and bring out all he*l\ad 
to say ; otherwise, they must pass for slander and detrac- 
'tion. He did not think fit to write any more upon that^ 
though he was as much solicited to it by some as he was 
provoked to it by myself/' In 1695 he published, in folioy 
<<The History of the Troubles and Trials of Archbishop 
Laud ;" the second part or volume of which was published 
after his death by bis father, the Rev. Edmund Wharton, 

' in ^700. This is one of the most useful collectiQns of facts 
illustrative of the times in which Laud lived, that we are in 
possession of. He published also a new edition of Beca- 
telli's Life of Cardinal Pole, in Latin, with the contest be- 
tween the ambassadors of England and France at the coun- 
cil of Constance. He published in Svo, ^'Historia deEpis- 
4^opis & Decanis Londinensibus, nee non de Episcppis & 
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Decani* AsBavenlibus, a prima sedii utriuique fandfttidue 
ad adnudi mdxl." Besides these works he left several 
pieces behind hi»> about which be had taken great paius : 
and twd volumes of his " Sermons^' have been printed ia 
dVo since bis death. Among his MSS. are several Englbh 
historians not yet poblisbed, which he had transcribed and 
collated with the originals^ and prepared for the press ; viz. 
1. '' Bened ictus Abbas de Gestis Heurici secundi Regis 
AngliiB/A. D. 1170." 2. '' Clironicon Nicolai Trib^tli 
(vulgo'de Trebetb) Dominicani, ab ann. 1136 ad anil. 
1307.'' 3. "Cbronicon Petri Ickham, Compilatio de Ges«* 
tis Britonum & Anglorum.'' 4. <^ Stephani BirchingtOQ 
Itfohachi Cantuariensis Historia de regibus Anglise post 
Cotiquestom.'* 5. ** Liber nonus de fniraculis Anglomm.*' 
In some of these are contained vast collections out of the 
ancient and modern records relating to church affairs* 
Among bis manuscripts was likewise *' An Account of the 
BlSS. in Lambeth Library;" in which, besides giving a 
ifenost exact catalogue of them, he had uader every book 
transcribed all those treatises contained in them which were 
fiot yet published. Among the printed books, towards a 
Bew and more correct edition of which Wharton had con« 
tiderably contributed, were the following: 1. <* Historia 
Matt, t'arkeri Arcbiepiscopi Cantuar. de antiquitate Bri* 
tannicsB Ecclesise," &c. enlarged with notes, collection«| 
tad additions, partly made by Parker himself, and partly 
by others, and several by Wharton ; together with the Li& 
of the said Archbishop, as also that of St. Austin of Can* 
terbury, written by George Acworth. 11. '^Franciscus God* 
Win us de Preesulibus AnglisB," with some notes. 3. Floren* 
tlus Wigorniensis and Matthew of Westminster, both with 
diany notes, corrections, and additions. He had likewise 
jDiade notes on several of his own books already published 
by him ; which it is probable were designed for additions 
to those books whenever they should receive a new impres- 
sion. All these, which were purchased by archbishop Te- 
nisoh, are now in the Lambeth Library. 

Wharton's biographer represents him as a man of great 
natural endowments, a quick apprehension, solid judg- 
ment, and faithful memory. As to his person, he was of a 
middle stature, of a brown complexion, and of a grave and 
comely countenance. His constitution was vigoroes and 
healthful ; but his immoderate application and labours, to^ 
gether with the too violent operation of a medicine which 
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weakened his stomachy sa far broke it, that aH the skill aod 
ari of the moat experienced physicians could do nothing 
for him* The summer before he died he went to Bath« 
end found some benefit by the waters ; but, falling itanmo- 
d^rately to his stndies on his return to Canterbury, he was 
presently reduced to extreme weakness, under which he 
languished foiysome time, and at lost died at Newton in 
Cambridgeshire, March 5, 1694-5, in his thirty^iirst year. 
He was greatly lamented, especially by the clergy, to whom 
bia labours and publications had been very acceptable* As 
a testimony of their esteem for him, they attended in great 
numbers at his funeral, with many of the bishops ; and, 
MDong the rest, archbishop Tenison, and Lloyd bisb(^ of 
Lichfield, who. both fruited him in his last sickness. He 
was interred on the South side of Westminster abbey, to- 
wards the West end, where, on the wall, is fixed up a 
small tablet to bis memory. 

Hanng adverted to the assistance he gave to Cave in his 
^' Historia Literaria,^' we may now throw some light on 
that matter from an authentic document preserved among 
the vadnable MSS. in the LAmbeth Library. This is a Let- 
ter from Cave to arehbisfaop Tenison, in Oct. 1697. 
♦' My Lord^ 

<< I should not presome to give your grace this trouble 
bnt that lately I met with an accident that gave me some 
distarbance. At Mr. Gery's I chanced to see Mr. Whar- 
ton's book (copy) of the Historia Literaria, wherein I found 
eeveral notes blotted out, and two or three udded, since I 
sow the book lost, which was about a year before he died. 
The notes that he added are highly injurious to me, and ; 
ofibrd one of the moat unaccountable instances of unfair 
and disiagenoons dealing that perhaps ever passed among 
tnen of letters. I hope therefore that your grace will not 
be offended if, in as few words as the thing is capable of, 
I set things in their true light. 

<< Page 282, there is this note : Ai hoc loco omnia nigro 
j^mbo mm notaia gusdtm sunta uihoris (sc. H. W.) cujus 
Ma ftue hue uspie noUUa sunt ; ei vicissim quie tinea decus- . 
mta motantUTj juncta utriusgue nostrum opera sunt con- 
,scripta. —This note, if taken in its latitude, as it is obvious 
so understand it, is so extravagantly untrue, that he might 
wkb equal justice challenge the entire work, as in effect he 
has done the greatest part. Mr. Wharton was with me but 
sevea or eight months (and those Winter months) after I bad 
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resamed what I bad long thrown aside ; a time much to» 
short for a work of that bigness, if he had claimed the 
whole. The foar first specula I had drawn ^up, and stiii 
have by me under the hand of my then amanuensis somd 
years before Mn Wharton ever saw an university : to which 
I lidded several things afterwards, mostly extracted out of 
the English lives which I had published long before 1 ever 
beard of Mr. Whartoo^s name. Nay, there are some pas* 
sages* and those pretty large, bookt by Mr. Wharton within 
the compasse of his note, which I particularly remember I 
drew up several months after he left me, having then got 
some books which I had not before. And for all the rest 
(more than in the sense wherein things are acknowledged 
in this paper) I am as sure they were of my own doing, as I 
am sure of my right hand. 

'* The whole foundation of any pretence at all was no 
more than this. Mr. Wharton lived with me as an ama^ 
nuensis at that time I resumed my design- of the Hist. 
Liter. Besides his writing, as I dictated to him, I em^ 
ployed him to transcribe several things, particularly the 
titles of the fathers* works, as they stand before their 
several editions, adding myself what short notes I thought 
fit to any of them : and sometimes, though not very ofteot 
where the opinion pf an author concerning an ecclesiastical 
writer was large, I set him down to draw it into afewlioes^ 
but still under my own direction and alteration. This, for 
instance, was the case of Origen's works, and of what be 
pleasantly calls, p. 81, Dissertationetn de Ortgenis operHu$ 
propria marte compositam^ which was no more than thuSb 
I sett him to collect the writings of Orig^i mentioned in 
Huetius^s Origeniana aidding, what I thought fitt to them, 
as also the heads of bis Dogmata, as they stand in the several 
sections of Huet's book, and which accordingly, p. 82, I 
have acknowledged to have been extracted thence. la 
Cyprian I set him to take out his wodis as .they are.plaoed 
according to order of time in the Oxford edition, and to 
reduce the titles of the last Paris edition to them. In St. 
Augustine, I -sent him to look over three or four volumes, 
(which were all could then be had) of the New Benedictine 
edition, and observe what alterations they had made from 
former editions, and they are mentioned up and down in 
the account of St. Augustin's works. In St. Chrysostom^ 
I employed him to transcribe the titles of bis works as thejr 
stand before the several volumes of sir H.,Savil^ and ta re* 
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duce those of Fr. Dqcqub to them, which accordingly are 

sett down colinnn-wise) p. 255, &c. In reading to me out 

of bishop Usher's Bibliotheca Theologi^^ concerning Chry- 

sostom, (and the like concerning some others), I ordered 

4iim to copy out several passages which you have in the 

^isbop's own words from p. 270, and so on. In Theodo- 

ret, I directed him to collect bis works as thev are reckoned 

up in GarDerhis's dissertation De Vit, et Lihris TAeodoriti^ 

which I refer to p» 319. Thus. I sent him to your grace*s 

library, St. Martin's, to collate a new edition of Zonarea 

with the former, and be brought me an account of what 

was in the new ; as also to the library at Lambeth, to run 

* over three or four volumes of Lambecius. His extracts I 

^ have still by me somewhere, but in my own words and waj 

1 made use of. 

'^These are the chief and most (if not all) that be did, 
«nd this he did as my amanuensis, as maintained, em- 
ployed, and directed by me, and are no more than what 
(if I had kept no amanuensis) I could easily have had done 
fay the band of any friend : and shall this be thought suffi* 
cient to ground a claim to any part of an author's book ) It 
would be a wofull case with writers, who are forced to 
.make use of amanuenses, if the transcribing a few passages 
for the author's use, or the making a short abridgment of 
a passage or two, shall be foundation enough to set up a 
title for copartnership in the work. I hope after so many 
volumes of church antiquity, published by me long before 
*I saw Mr. Wharton's face, the world will not have so mean 
an opinion of me, as to think that I needed either to be 
' beholden to a young man of twenty-one years, and who 
by his own confession bad never looked into the fathers till 
he came to me ; or that I was so lazy as to sit still, and 
employ another to do my work ; a thing as far from my 
temper, as light from darkness, and from which all that 
know my course of studying will sufficiently acquit me. I 
might flidd that there is so plain a difference between his 
style and mine (whether for good or bad it matters' not) 
that it would not be hard for any that would attend to it, to 
make a near guess which is which, though indleed in the 
progress of the work he was ever and anon offering to 
thrust in his own words and phrases, so that I was forced 
very often to reprimand him, and sometimes positively to 
over-rule him, whereof I then once and again complained 
to several friends^ some whereof are still alive to justify it. 
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This I then thought was only the effect of the heat anii 
forwardness of his temper^ and perhaps it was no mortt. 
Tboagb^ comparing it with what has happened sincei k 
hkoks oddly. What Mr. Wharton did towards the real heir 
nefit of the works propria marten as he speaks, viz. tran»> 
scribing Greek fragments out of MSS. translating tbeiDy 
Mid the lik^, is readily acknowledged in their places up 
and down the book, and more particularly in the Proiego^ 
flieoa^ Sect. 3, p. 7, in expressions more comprehensive, 
IhsD what he did really deserve. My lord, I am ashamed 
lo mention these things, but that necessity enforces it. 

** P. 743, ad ann. 1280, there is this note, Omnia 4e him 
mifinem usque a me scripta sunt^ a Cava p&stmodum can^ 
€inwUa, I believe nobody that reads this note but would 
make this conclusion, that from thence to the end of the 
SsBCulttm, and the beginning of the appendix was written 
by Mr. Wharton, and afterwards- only iickt over and ra^ 
vised by me. This obliges me to let your grace into the 
knowledge bow Mr. Wharton came to be concerned in die 
appendix. When I was come to the year 1380, 1 fell sick 
at Windsor, and not knowing whether I might recover, and 
being unwilling that so much pains as I had taken should 
be wholly lost, I delivered my papers to Mr. Wharton, and 
what materials I had prepared for the two following ii«cala» 
and desired him out of them, and the Chartophylax, to 
draw up some kind of continuation ^reeable to the rest, 
adding to it what he could meet with in my books. This 
I did as a pro tempore provision in ease of the worst, da- 
atgning, if I recovered, to finish it afterwards. Accord- 
ingly he parted from me, and went to my hoiue at Isling- 
ton, where he was maintained for three months at my 
charge, and his salary duly paid him. At my return be 
shewed me what he had done, without taking any further 
notice Six months after, when the book was in the press, 
and about twenty sheets printed, he came to me, and ia a 
peremptory manner demanded that the latter part of the 
book might be published in bis name. I was much sur- 
prised, and represented to him the unreasonableness of 
such a demand ; that what was done, was done in my ier- 
vice, by my direction, at my >co8t, and upon my bottom; 
and that I had thought of taking it in pieces and doing it 
over again, with some other considerations which I iMive 
now forgot. However, because I did not much stand upon 
it, so the book might be useful to the ends designed, who 
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had the credit of this or that part of it, and he being a 
jqaDg man, if it might be a meana to let bim into publio 
notice (upon which account be seemed to insiat upon it) I 
was content be should have the last turo sactUa by way of 
appendix. Whereto he afterwards added several things^ 
msking use of the scattered notes I had prepared, and 
wfaat was before in the Cbartopfaylax, without taking any 
notice whose they were, nor did I much expect it, or de«» 
sire he should. And because there were two or thre# 
dieets from ann. 1280 to the end of that ssculum, which 
he said be had done, I cut out these leaves (and for any 
thing I know, they may be among his papers at this hour) 
and did it entirely over again, wherein there was not one 
word of Mr. Wharton's made use of, more than what will 
Becessarily fall in, where twp persons make use of the same 
books in prosecution of the same design. I further told 
him (for now I began to perceive his bOmour and what he 
aimed at) that to the end there might be no farther dispute 
about this matter, hereafteri if there was any other part to 
which he could make out a claim, I would strike it out and 
do it over again, and that I all along designed to own in 
the preface what real help he had contributed, shewing 
that part of the Prolegomena wherein I had done it ; with 
which he was satisified, and never afterwards spoke of it to 
me, or that I know of to any one else, though he lived 
more than seven years after. 

<< Thus, my lord, I have truly and sincerely laid the 
whole case before you ; and I thought myself obliged to do 
it in order to the doing myself right. For I should have 
been unpardonably wanting to myself had I suffered myself 
to be undeservedly transmitted to posterity as one that had 
published another man^s labours under my own name, a 
thing from which I was ever most averse, and have com* 
inonly erred on the other hand. I know not into whose 
hands Mr. Wharton's booke may hereafter fall, or what use 
may be made of these notes ; if therefore your grace shall 
think iitt to lett these two or three notes stand as tbey are, 
I humbly beg the favour and justice, that this paper may 
be fastened into Mr. Wharton's book, that so impartial per- 
sons may be rightly informed in the state of things. I want 
not an opportunity at this time of publicly doing myself 
right, but since dia notes are kept private under your 
grace's custody, I did not tbinke fitt to make my defence 
any mpore puMk than by this address to your grace. U^ 
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when I am dead, any use shall be made of theae notes txf. 
my prejudice, I hope this paper will in ^ome measure 
plead for me, or tliat some friend will stand up to do me 
tight 'f however that, there's a jtime coming when God wiU 
bring forth my righteousness as the light, and my integrity 
as noon-day. Mr, Wharton was one for whose worth I ever 
bad a just value, and if I have exceeded in any thing it has 
been upon all occasions in over-lavish commendations o£ 
him. But he was subject to one weakness (which all his 
frieiuls that intimately knew ftm, could not but take notice 
of) via, a vanity of magnifying his own performances, and 
. an overweening conceit of himself, joined with an unsa- 
liable thirst after faibe, which 'tis like his reduced ag^ 
might have corrected, as I remember I once told one of 
your grace's predecessors, who was his great patron, wheo 
he was pleased to ask my opinion of him. With pardon^ 
humbly begg'd, for the trouble of this tedious account, I 
am, my lord, &c, &c." 

This letter seems to confirm what Burnet bad aisserted of 
Wharton's temper, -and which, indeed, will be found con- 
firmed by other passages in our authoijrities. But Wharton^ 
upon the whole,- is certainly a man to be venerpited for his 
uncommon aeal as an ecclesiastical antiquary^ and his in* 
cessant labours. Perhaps no man ever applied so dili- 
gently^ or produced so much in the short space allotted to 
him, for he was little more than thirty years old. He pro^ 
bably began his researches early, and it is certain that he 
was a mere youth when Cave employed him, and conceived 
that high opinion of his talents which he so liberally ex* 
pressed in the preface to his << Historia Literaria." The 
second edition of this work, it must not be forgot^ has 
many additions from Wharton's MSS. at Lambeth, which 
have improperly been ascribed to Tenison. Mr. Whartoa 
bad some property, and by his will ordered the greatest 
part of it ^* to be disposed of to a religious use in the parish 
of Worstead, in which he was born." His executors were 
his father, the rev. Edmund Wharton, the rev. Dr.Thorp, 
one of the prebendaries of Canterbury, and Mr. Charles 
Battely. His biographer informs us that *^ he never un* 
dertook any matter of moment without first imploring the 
divine assistance and blessing thereupon," and that <* ia 
all his journeys^ which his learned designs engaged him 
in, he was ever wont so to order his afiairs, as not to *omit 
being present at the monthly aacrament wherever he canse." 
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To sucb a man some irregularities of temper and displays 
of conceit may be forgiven. * 

WHARTON (Thomas), an eminent English physiciai^ 
was descended from an ancient and genteel family of that 
name in Yorkshire. He was educated in Pembroke col- 
lege, Cambridge, whence he removed to Trinity college, 
Oxford, being then tutor to John Scrope, the natural and 
only son of Emanuel earl of Sunderland. Upon the break- 
ing out of the civil wars he retired to London, where he 
practised physic under Dr. John Bathurst, a noted phy- 
sician of that city. After the garrison at Oxford had sur- 
rendered to the parliament in 1646, he returned to Trinity 
college, and as a member of it was actually created doctor 
of physic May 8, 1647, by virtue of the letters of general 
Fairfax to the university, which said tiiat '^ he was sooiie- 
time a student in that university, and afterwards improved 
bis time in London in the study of all parts of physic?* 
Be then retired to London, and was acimitted a candidate 
of the college of physicians the same year, and fellow in 
1650, and for five or six years was chosen censor of the 
college, he being then a person of great esteem and prac- 
tice in the city, and one of the lecturers in Gresham col- 
lege. In 1656 he published at London, in 8vo, his ^* Ade- 
QOgraphia, sen Descriptio Glandularum totius Corporis,'* 
which was reprinted at Amsterdam^ 1659, in^Svo. In this 
be has given a more accurate description of the glands of 
the whole body, than had ever been done before; and 
as former authors had ascribed to them very mean uses (as 
supporting the divisions by vessels, or imbibing ihe super- 
fluous humidities of the body) he assigns them more noble 
uses, as the preparation and depuration of the succus nu- 
tritius, with several other uses belonging to different glands,. 
&c. Amongst other things, he was the first who disco- 
vered the ductus in the glandulse maxillares, by which the 
saliva is conveyed into the mouth ; and he has given an ex- 
cellent account of morbid glands and their differences, and 
particularly of strums and scrophulse, how new glands are 
often generated, as likewise of the several diseases of the 
glands of the mesentery, pancreas, &c. Wood tells us 
that he died at his house in Aldersgate-street in October 

&' Life preSxed to bis <* Sennoot," 1697, 2 volt. Svo.— Biug. Brit— Bircb't 
Lile of TiUotsoD.— Barnet't Hiet» of the Refirniation, pref. to vol. III.— Kic<^- 
•en's Letters, vol. 1, p.'12, 18. — Letters concerning, in Qeat Mag. vol. LX. »aA 
LXL— Strype't CrsiuBer, Appendix, p. 953. 
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^673, and was buried in the church of St Botolpb withoofc 
Aldersgate ; though others say that he died November the 
I5tb,and was buried iu Basingshaw churchi in a vault. But 
Mr. Richard Smith, in his Obituary, published by Peck, 
observes, that he died on Friday November the 14tb, at 
midnight, at his house in Aldersgate-street, and was buried 
on the 20th in the ruins of the church of St. Michael Basi- 
shaw, where be formerly had lived. ' 

WHATKLY (William), an eminent puritan divine, waa 
bom at Banbury in Oxfordshire, in May 15S3, where his 
fi&ther, Thomas Whately, was justice of the peace, and had 
been several times mayor. He was educated at Christ*s« 
college, Cambridge, under the tuition of Mr. Potman, n 
nan of learning and piety, and was a constant bearer of 
Dr. Cbaderton, Perliins, and other preachers of the Puri^ 
tan-stamp. It does not appear that he was originally de- 
stined for the church, as it was not until after bis marriage 
with the daughter of the Rev. George Hunt that he was 
persuaded to study for that purpose, at Edmund -hall^ 
Oxford. Here he was incorporated bachelor of arts, and, 
according to Wood, with the foundation of logic, philoso- 
phy, and oratory, that he had brought with him from Cam* 
bridge, he became a noted disputant and a ready orator. 
In 1604, he took his degree of M. A. as a member of 
Edmund-ball, ^ being then esteemed a good philosopher 
and a tolerable mathematician.** He afterwards entered 
into holy orders, and was chosen lecturer of Banbury, his 
native place. In 1610, he was presented by king James 
to the vicarage of Banbury, which he enjoyed until his 
death. He also, with some of his brethren, delivered a 
lecture, alternately at Stratford-upon-Avon. Inliis whole 
conduct, Mr. Leigh says, he *' was blameless, sober, just, holy, 
temperate, of good behaviour, given to hospitality ;" &c. 
Fuller calls him ^* a good linguist, philosopher, mathema- 
tician, and divine ;" and adds, that he *' was free from 
/action** Wood, who allows that he possessed excellent 
parts, was a noted disputant, an excellent preacher, a 
good orator, and well versed in the original text, both 
Greek and Hebrew, objects, nevertheless, that, ** being a 
zealous Calvinist, a noted puritan, and much frequented 
by the ^precise party, for ms tcQ frequent preaching, be 
laid such a foundation of faction at Banbury^ as will not 

• 

5 Ath. Ox. vol. II.— Gen. Dict,«-Peck't ]>MkltraU. 
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€ftally be removed." Granger, who seems to havecon-- 
aidered all these characters with some attention, says, 
that ^' bis piety was of a very extraordinary strain ; and his 
reputation as a preacher so great, that numbers of different 
persuasions went from Oxford, and other distant places, 
to bear bim. As he ever appeared to speak from bis heart, 
his sermons were felt as well as heard, and were attended 
with suitable effects.^' In the life of Mede, we have aii 
anecdote of him, which gives a very favourable idea of bis 
character* Having, in a sermon, warmly recommended hit 
hearers to put in a purse by itself a certain portion from 
every pound of the profits of tbelr worldly trades, for 
works of piety, be observed, that instead of secret grudg* 
ing, when objects of charity were presented, they would 
look out for them, and rejoice to find them. A neighbour* 
ing ciei^man hearing him, and being deeply affected 
with what he so forcibly recommended, consulted him as to 
what proportion of his income he ought to give« '^ As to 
that," said Whately, '* I am not to prescribe to others ; 
but I will tell you what hath been my own practice. You 
know, sir, some years ago, I was often beholden to yett 
for the loan of ten pounds at a time ; the truth is, I could 
not bring the year about, though my receipts were not 
despicable, and I was not at ail conscious of any un-* 
necessary expenses. At length, I inquired of my family 
what relief was given to the poor ; and not being satisfied, 
I instantly resolved to lay aside every tenth shilling of all 
aiy receipts for charitable uses ; and the Lord has made 
me so to thrive since I adopted this method, that now^ if 
you have occasion, I can lend you ten times as much as t 
have formerly been forced to borrow." 

Mr. Whately died May 10, 1639, aged fifty-«ix, and 
was interred in Banbury church-yard, where is a mon«i-> 
ment to his memory, with a Latin and English inscrip- 
tion. His works consist of a considerable number of ser- 
mons, printed separately, oue of which, "The Bride* 
Bush, or Wedding-Sermon," 16 1 7, 4to, brought upon 
him some censure : in this he maintained, that adultery, 
or desertion, on the side of either of the married persons, 
dissolved and annihilated the marriage. For a doctrine so 
contrary to the laws, and pernicious in itself, he was sunf-^ 
moned before tlie high commission-court, where be acknow- 
ledged his error, and was dismissed. Among his other 
publications, are, L *^A pitby, short, apd methodical way 
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of opening the Ten Commandments/* Lond. 1622^ 8v^ 
2. "The Oil of Gladness," 1637, 8vo. 3. «The poor 
man's Advocate/' 1637, 8vo. 4. which seems his greatest 
work, " Prototypes, or the primarie Precedent out of 
the book of Genesis/' 1640^ fol. with a fine portrait, pub- 
lished by Edward Leigh, esq. To this is prefixed a life of 
him by the Rev* Henry Scudder. ' 

WHEARE (Degory), Camdenian professor of history 
at Oxford, was born at Jacobstow, in Cornwall, 1573, and 
admitted of Broadgate-hall in that university. He took 
the degrees in arts, that of master being completed ih 1600; 
and, two years after, was elected fellow of Exeter-coilege. 
Leaving tjiat house in 1608, he travelled beyond the seas 
into several countries ; and at his return found a patron in 
lord Chandois. Upon the death of this nobleman, he re-* 
' tired with his wife to Gloucester-hall in Oxford, where, by 
the care and friendship of the principal, he was accommo- 
dated with lodgings ; and there contracted an intimacy with 
the celebrated mathematician, Thomas Allen, by whose in- . 
terest Camden made him the first reader of that lecture 
which he had founded in the university. It was thought 
no small honour that on this occasion he was preferred to 
Bryan Twyne, whom Camden named as his successor! if 
be survived him, but Twyne died first. Soon after, he was 
made principal of that hall; and this place, with bis lec- 
ture, he held to the time of his death, which happened 
Aug. 1, 1647. He was buried in' the chapel of Exeter* 
college. Wood tells us, that he was esteemed by some a 
learned and genteel man, and by others suspected to be a 
Calviuist. He adds, that he left also behind him a widow 
and children, who soon after became poor. 

He published " De Ratione et Methodo legendi Histo- 
rias Dissertatio," Oxon. 1625, in 8vo. This was an useful 
work, and the first regular attempt to investigate the sub- 
ject ou proper principles. It long went through several* 
' editions, with the addition of pieces upon the same sub- 
ject by other hands : but the best is that translated into 
English, with this title^ **The Method apd Order of read- 
ing both Civil and Ecclesiastical Histories; in which the 
most excellent historians are reduced into the order in 
which they are successively to be read; and the judgments 

i Life is above.— Mh, Ox. fol. 1. new edit.^PaUer'i Worthlft and Abel 
BcdifiTin. 
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^ learned men ooncerDing each of them subjoined. By 
JDegory Wheare, Camden reader of history in Oxford 
To which, is added, an appendix concerning the histo- 
rian^ of particular nations, ancient and modern. By Ni« 
colas Horseman. With Mr. Dodweli's invitation to gen- 
tlemen to acquaint themselves with ancient history. Made 
English, and enlarged by Edmund Bohun, esq.'' Lond. 
1698, in 8vo. 

Besides this work, Mr. Wheare published, *^ Parentatk) 
Historica : sive, Commemoratio vitae et mortis V. C, Gu« 
liel. Camdeni Clarentii, facta Oxoniae in Schola Historical 
12 Nov. 1626,'* Oxon. 1628. '^Dedicatio Imag^nis Cam- 
denianae in Schola Historica, 12 Nov. 1626," Oxon. 1628. 
** Episcolarum Eucharisticarum Fasciculus." *^ Chariste- 
ria." These two last are printed with M Dedicatio Ima- 
ginis," &c. ' 

WHEATLEY (Charles), the author of an excellent 
illustration of the Book of Common Prayer, was born Feb. 
6, 1686, in Paternoster-row, London. His father was a 
reputable tradesman, and his mother, whose maiden name 
was White^ was a lineal descendant of Ralph, brother to 
sir Tbomaa White, founder of St. John's college, Oxford, 
where Mr« Wheatley afterwards claimed a fellowship. On 
Jan. 9, 1699, he was entered at Merchant Taylors school, 
where for some time he was placed under the care of Dr. 
Matthew Shorting. In 1706 he was entered a commoner of 
St. John'd, Oxford, and in the following year was admitted 
to a fellowship as of founder's kin. At St. John's his 
tutor was Dr. Knight,, afterwards vicar of St. Sepulchre's, 
London, and of whom it was Mr. Wheatley's pride to boast, 
that <'be continued his pupil to his dying day." He used 
to add ; ** to this great and good man, under God, I must 
heartily profess, that, if I have made any knowIedge» or 
have made any progress, it ist owing ; and, if I have not, 
upon myself only be all the shame." This was the friend 
to whom, with doctors Waterland and Berriman, he sub- 
SDitted bis sermons on the Creeds, and from whom he ac- 
knowledged having received yery useful and instructive 
hints, when be came to prepare them for the press. 

In Jan. 1709, he took the degree of B. A. and proceeded 
M. A. in March 1713. Soon after taking his master's- de- 

* Ath. Ox. T0I. II.— Life bj Bohuu.-«Biof . Brit. Sopplemeot. 
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gree,-he resigned his fellowship, and io Augustof the $$me 

J rear, married Mary, daughter of Dr. William Findall. Not 
ong after his marriage'he removed to a curacy in London, 
mud in 1717 was chosen lecturer of St. Mildred's in the 
Poultry. He afterwards was presented by Dr. Astry, Crea* 
surer of St. Paul's, to the vicarages of Bredt and Fumeaux 
Pelham, in Hertfordshire, at which last he built at his own 
expence a vicarage house, and as his livings lay contiguous, 
he supplied them both himself. Having procured several 
benefactions for them, he obtained their augmentation 
from queen Anne*s bounty, and as a farther increment left 
the^i at his death 200/. He spent the last fourteen years 
of his life at Furneaux Pelham, and died there of a dropsy 
and asthma. May 13, 1742. He left some valuable books 
and MSS. to the libralry' of St. John's college. 

Of his works his <^ Rational Illustration of the Book of 
Common Prayer,^* 1720, has been the most admired and 
the most successful, having gone . through at least eight 
editions. Besides which be published, 2. ** An Historical 
vindication of the 85th Canon ; shewing that the form of 
bidding-prayer, before sermon, has been prescribed and 
enjoined ever since the reformatiqn,'* Lond. 17 IS, 8vo. 
Among Rawlinsoh's MSS. in the Bodleian are ** Some re- 
marks*' by the rev. Mr. Lewis of Margate, on this work. 
3. ** Christian exceptions to the plain account of the na- 
ture and end of the Lord's Supper* With a method pro- 
posed of coming at the true and apostolic sense of that 
holy sacrament," 8vo. 4. *' Private devotions at the holy 
communion, adapted to the public office in the Liturgy," 
a single sheet, printed in different forms, adapted to the 
different editions of the book of Com mon^* prayer. 6. 
^* The Nicene and Athanasian creeds, so far as they are 
expressive of a co-equal and co-eternal Trinity in Unity, 
and of perfect Godhead and manhood in one only Christy 
explained and confirmied, &c. in eight sermons preached 
at lady Moyer's Lecture^ in the years 17S» and 1734/' 
Lond. 1738, 8vo. After his death three volumes of his 
** Sermons,'? 8vo, were published in 1746 by Dr. Berri- 
man. ' 

WHEATLEY (Fran«s), a late elegant artist, was born 
in London in 1747 ; the only regularMnstruction which lie 

' « Nichols'! Bowyer.— Qeii«. Mag. toI. LXXI.— Wilton'i Hist, of kerchant 
Tay1or*« SchooU 
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teceived was at a.drawiog^scbool. He acquired his know- 
ledge of painting without a master ;, but be bad the ad^ 
vantage of seeing much of what was then practised in the 
art, by the friendship and instructions of Mortimer, wboia 
he assisted in painting the ceiling.. at Brocket HaU, Hert- 
fordshire, the seat of lord Melbourne. He also associated 
much with young men who were or bad been under the 
tuition of the most eminent artists of that period* His ia* 
clination appeared, to. lead bim equally to figures and to 
landscape ; but tbe profit likely to be derived from the 
former, caused him .to make that his particular pursuit., In 
the early part pf :h.is life, he bad considerable employment 
in painting some whole-length portraits., After prac^sing 
several years in Londooi he was induced to remove to Ire-> 
land, and was. much employed in Dublin, where he painted 
a large picture representing tbe Irish House of Commont 
assembled, in which portraits of many of the' most remark^ 
able political characters , were introduced. From Dublin 
be returned to London, w:t|ere he painted a picture of the 
riots in 17 SO, from which Heath engraved a very excellent 
pri^it for Boydell. This picture was unfortunately burnt 
in the house of Mr.- H^tith, who then resided in Lisle* 
street, Leicester-square, it being too large to be moved. 
Mr. Wfaeatley continued to paint portraits, but he waa 
chiefly engaged in painting rural and domestic scenes^ 
for which he appeared to have a peculiar talent, and hia 
works of that kind became very popular, although ia h}l 
females he adopted too much of the French costume* 
At an. early period of life, be was attacked by the gout, 
which gradually deprived bim of the use of his limbs, and of 
which he died, Jun^ 2S, I SOI, at fifty *four years of age* > 

Mr. Whea^y was elected associate of the Royal Aea*^ 
demy, Nov. 1790, and Royal Academician, Feb. 10, i7.9U 
He was a handsome man, of elegant manners, and geue^ 
rally a favourite in genteel cempmiy. He understood bis 
4rt, and spoke .with great taste and precision on every 
brapch of it. His greatest effbiTts were tlie pictures he 
painted for the Sbakspeare and Hiistoric galleries. ^ 

WHEELOCKE (Abraham), a learned orientalist, aad 
first professor of the Arabic aod. Saxon tongues ia tbe Uni- 
tersity of Cambridge, was born at Loppington, in Shrop- 
shire (of which county likewise was his patron and founder, 

I Edwanli't Sttppletteat to Walpole.«*-*PilluB^on««^QeDt, Ms|« toI. LXXf. 
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sir Thomas Adams) and admitted of Trinity college, Cam- 
bridge. There he became B. A. \t\ 1614, M. A. in I6199 
aind was admitted fellow of Clare-ball the year following; 
In 1623 he was appointed one of the university preachers, 
and in 1625 ooromenced bachelor of divinity. In 1622 he 
was made minister of St. Sepulchre^s church, which he held 
until 1642. About the same time (1622) he read the Ara- 
bic lecture for Mr. (afterwards sir Thomas) Adams, though 
it was not then settled, but he received for the same forty 
pounds a year, remitted to him by quarterly payments. 
He read also the Saxon lecture for sir Henry Spetman, for 
which he received an annual stipend, not settled, but vo« 
luntary : together with this, sir Henry gave Mr.Wheelocke 
the vicarage of Middleton, in Norfolk, worth fifty pounds 
» year, which was intended to be augmented out of the ap^-» 
proprtate parsonage, and to be the ground of his intended 
foundation, if sir Henry's death, which happened in 1641, 
had not prevented it. Multiplicity of literary business, and 
severity of application, probably shortened Wheelocke*s 
days : for he died at London whilst he was printing? his 
Persian gospels, in the month of September 1653. He is 
said to have been sixty years old. He was buried at St. 
Botolph*s Aldersgate. His funeral sermon was preached 
and published by William Sclater, D. D. 1654, 4to. Wbee- 
locke*s was a great loss to the gentlemen concerned in the 
celebrated Polyglot, who knew how to value his services. 
His province was to 'have corrected the Syriac and Arabic 
at the press. 

His ^< Quatuor Evangelic Dom. nost. Jesu Christi, Per- 
sice,*' appeared at Lond. 1652, fol. For this work, which 
was intended to have been introduced into Persia, as the 
foortdatiotf of a missionary scheme, the celebrated Pocock 
tdnt him a MS. so good, that Wheetoqke, in a letter to him, 
professes, that had it not been for bis fear of oppressing 
his amanuensis, he would have begun his work again. He 
also published in 1644, fol. Bede's ^< Historise Bxclesias- 
tiosD gentis Anglorum Ubri quinque," fee. and with it 
^ Lambardi Arohaionomia, sive de priscis Anglorum fegi- 
Imis," with a learned prefa^ce. ' 

WHELER, or WHEELER (Sm George), a learned 
traveller, was the son df eolonel Wheler of Charing is 

1 T« ellt*! Lire of Pococke, p. 50. — Uoyd'i Memoirt, fol. — Pulkr'i Worthiei. 
— BsTkfdale*!. Memonals Decade the Uurd.— Utiier't Lifc aad Lcttva, , 
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XeDt, and born in 1650 at Breda ifi Holland, liis parents 
being then exiles there for having espoused the cause of 
Charles I. In 1667 he became a commoner of Lincoln- 
oollege in Oxford, under the tuition of ttie learned Dr. 
fHickes, the deprived dean of Worcester ; but, before he 
had a degree conferred upon him, went to travel ; and, in 
the company of. Dr. James Spon of Lyons, took a voyage 
from Venice to Constantinople, through the Lesser Asia, 
and from Zante through several parts of Greece to Athens, 
and thence to Attica, Corinth, &c. They msde great use 
of Pausanias as they journeyed through the countries of 
Greece ; and corrected and explained several traditions by 
means of this author. The primary object of these leartied 
travellers was to copy the inscriptions, and describe the 
antiquities and coins of Greece and Asia Minor, and par- 
ticularly of. Athens, where they sojourned a n>oiuh. Some 
lime after his return, he presented to Lincoln college, Ox- 
ford, a valuable collection of Greek and Latin MSS. which 
he had collected in his travels; upon which, in 1683, the 
degree of master of arts was conferred upon him, he being 
then a knight. He then took orders; and, in 16S4, was 
installed into a prebend of the church of Durham. He was 
also made vicar of Basingstoke, and aftert^ards presented 
to the rich rectory of Houghtoh-le* Spring by bishop Crew 
his patron. * Ue was created doctor of divinity by diploma, 
May 18, 1702; and died, Feb. IS, 1723-4.' He was in- 
terred at the west end of the nave of Durham cathedral, 
and by his own desire, as near as possible to the tomb of 
the venerable Bede, for whom he bad an enthusiastic ve* 
iieration. In 1682, he published an account of his ^'Jour- 
ney into Greece, in the company of Dr. Spon of Lyons, in 
six books,'' folio. These travels are highly valued for th.eir 
authenticity, and are replete with sound and instructive 
erudition to the medallist and antiquary. Sir George also 
appears, on all occasions, to have' been attentive to the 
natural history of Greece, and particularly to the plants, 
of which he enumerates several hundreds in this volume, 
and gives ^he engravings of some. These catalogues suf- 
ficiently evince his knowledge of the botany of his time. 
Ue brought from the East several plants which had not 
)>een cultivated in Britain before.. Among these, the Hy- 
pericum Olympicum, (St. John's Wort of Olympus) is a 
well-known plant, introduced by this learned traveller. 


S58 W H E L E R. 

Rftjr, Morison, and Plukenet, all i&cknowledge their obli- 
gatipns for curious plants received from biro. 

After sir George Wheler entered into the church, hk 
published, in 16S9, ** An Account of the Churches and 
Places of Assembly of the primitive Christians, from the 
Churches of Tyre, Jerusalem, and Constantinople, de- 
scribed by Eusebius ; and ocular observations upon several 
▼ery antient edifices of churches yet extant in those parts ; 
with a seasonable application." We have also a third piece 
of bis, entitled, '^ The Protestant Monastery, or Christian 
Oeconomics," which contains directions for the religious 
conduct of a family, and shews him to have been a re- 
qiarkably pious and devout man. 

Sir George married a daughter of sir Thomas Higgons 
of Grewell in Hampshire, who died in 1703, and left a nu- 
merous issue. The rev. Granville Wheler, of Otterden- 
place, Kent, and rector of Leak in Nottinghamshire, who 
died in 1770,* was his third son, and became his heir. He 
likewise distinguished himself as a gentleman of science, 
and a polite scholar. He was the friend and patron of Mr. . 
Stephen Gray, who, jointly with him, contributed to revive 
the study of electricity in England. Sir George Wbeler*s 
name is preserved in London, from his having buik a cha- 
pel on his estate in Spital-fieJds, known by the name of sir 
George Wheler's chapel, which has lately been repaired 
imd refitted for public worship. ' 

WHETHAMSTEDE (John), a learned abbot of St. 
Albans, was ordained a priest in 1382, and died in 1464, 
when he bad been eighty-two years in priest^s orders, and 
fkbove an hundred years old. He wrote a chronicle of 
twenty years of this period, beginning in 1441 and ending 
in 1461. It contains many original papers, and gives a 
very full account of some events, particularly of the two 
battles of St. Alban's. More than one half of his chronicle 
is filled with the afiairs of his own abbey, to which be was 
a great benefector, particularly to the altar of the patron 
saint, which he adolmed with much magnificence. About 
1430 he employed Lydgate to translate the Latin legend 
of St. Alban^s life into English rhymes, for the purpose of 
familiarising the history of that saint to the monks of bis 
convent. He enriched the library by procuring transcripts 

1 Ath. Qs. vol. II,«-Bioc. BriU-^PoUtfiey'i Skelehef^^Hatchinsoo's Dw 
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of useful books, and was on- account of such punuit3 in 
high favour with duke Humphrey, who, when about to 
found his library at Osford, often visited St. Alban\ and 
employed Wbethamstede to collect valuable books for 
him. ' 

WHETSTONE (George), is an author of whom very 
little is known. , From the circumstance of his being a 
kinsman to serjeant Fleetwood, recorder of London, it is 
probable that he was of a- good family. It appears that he 
first tried his fortune at court, where he consumed his pa* 
trimony in fruitless expectation of preferment. Being now 
destitute of subsistence, he commenced soldier, and served 
abroad, though in what capacity is unknown. Such, how- 
ever, was bis gallant behaviour, that bis services were re- 
warded with additional pay. He returned from the wars 
with honour, bu( with little profit ; and his prospect of ad- 
vancement was so small, that be determined to turn farmer^ 
but being unsuccessful in that undertaking, was under the 
uecessity of applying to the generosity of his friends. This 
he found to be *^ a broken reed, and worse than common 
beggary of charity from strangers. Now craft accosted 
him in bis sleep, and tempted him with the proposals of 
several professions; but for the knavery or slavery of Chem^ 
he rejected all: his munificence constrained him to love 
money, and his magnanimity to hate all the ways of getting 
it." At last he resolved to seek his fortune at sea, and ac- 
cordiagly embarked with sir Humphrey Gilbert in the ex- 
pedition to Newfoundland, which was rendered unsuccess- 
ful by an engagement with the Spanish fleet. From this 
period, Mr. Whetstone seems to have depended entirely on 
his pen for subsistence. Where or when be died has not 
been ascertained. He is entitled to some notice as a writer 
whose works are in request as literary curiosities, but of 
little intrinsic value. Mr. Steevens pronounced him ** the 
most quaint and contemptible writer, both in prose and 
verse, he ever met with." He wrote, 1 . V The Rock of Re- 
gard,*' a poem in four paru. 2. ^^ The Life of George Gas* 
coigne,^' 1577, 4to. A reprint of this may be seen in the 
lateedition of the '< English Poets," l^H), 21 vols. 8vo. The 
only original copy known of late yeafs, was purchased by 
Mr. Malope for forty guineas! 3. ^< Promus and Cassandra,** 
a comedy, 1578, 4to, on this play Shakspeare founded bit 

> WartonU Rietoqr of Poetry , and refereoeet there. 
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^* Measure for Measure.'* 4. '' Heptmmeron of ciril dis^ 
coorsesy" 1582, 4to. 5. <^Tbe remembrance of the life 
and death of Tbomas, late earl of Sussex,** 1583, 4to. 6. 
^ A niirrour of true honour, &c. in the life and death, &c« 
of Francis carl of Bedford," &c. 1585, 4to. 7. *«The En- 
glish mirror, wherein all estates may behold the conquest 
•f error,*' 1586. This contains much of the state history 
of the tiroes. 8. " Censure of a dutiful subject of ceruin 
noted speech and behaviour of those fourteen noted tray- 
tors at the place of execution on the 20th and 21st of 
Sept.** no date. 9. A poem ^^ on the life and death of sir 
Philip Sidney** by him, and supposed unique, a very few . 
leares only, vras lately sold at Messrs. King and LoGfaee*s 
to Mr. Harding for 26/. 5«. An account of some of these 
curiosities may be seen in oor authorities. ' 

WHICHCOTE (Benjamin), an English divine of great 
name, was descended of an ancient and good family in the 
county of Salop, and was the sixth son of Christopher 
Whichcote, esq. at Whichcote-hall in the parish of Stoke^ 
where be was born March 1 ly 1609-1(X He was admitted 
of Emanuel-college, Cambridge, in 1626, and look the 
degrees in arts: that of bachelor in 1629; and that of 
master in 1633. The same year, 1633, he was elected 
fellow of the college, and became a most excellent tutor ; 
many of his pupils, as Wallis, Smith, Worthington, Cra- 
dock^ &c. becoming afterwards men of great eminence. 
In 1 636 he was ordained both deacon and priest at Buck- 
den by Williams bishop of Lincoln ; and ^oon after set up 
an afternoon -lecture on Sundays in Trinity church at Cam- 
bridge, which, archbishop Tillouon says, he served ne^r 
twenty years. He was also appointed one of the univer- 
sity-preachers ; and, in 1643, was presented by the mas- 
ter and fellows of his college to the living of North-Cad- 
bury in Somerseuhire. This vacated his fellowship v and 
upon this, it is presumed, he married, and went to bis 
living ; but was soon called back to Cambridge, being ap- 
pointed to succeed the ejected provost of King's-coUege, 
Dr. Samuel Collins, who had been in that office thirty 
years, and was alst> regius professor of divinity. This 
choice was perfectly agreeable to Dr. Collins himself; 
tl^ough not so to Dr. Whicheote, who had scruples about 

1 Life drftvn up bf Mr. Steevant for Dr. Berkenhoat. — ^Warton*! Hut, of 
Poetry .^-Censim Lit. toU* H. IV. and V.— Bibliographer. 
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accepting what was thus irfegularly offered him : IkbweTery 
after some demurring, he complied, and was admitted pro- 
vost, March 16, 1644. He had taken his bachelor of di« 
▼inity*s degree in 1640 ; and he took his doctor's in 1649. 
He now resigned his Somersetshire living, and was pre- 
sented by his college to the rectory of Milton in Cam- 
bridgeshire, which was . void by the death of Dr. Collins. 
It must be remembered, to Dr. Whichcote^s honour, that, 
during the life of Dr. Collins, one of the two shares out of 
the common dividend allotted to the provost was, not only 
with Dr. VVhichcote's consent, but at his motion, paid 
punctually to him, as if he had still be^n provost. Dr. 
Whichcote held Milton as long as he lived ; though, after 
the Restoration*, he thought proper, to resign^ and resume 
it by a fresh presentation from the college. He still con- 
tinued to attend his lecture at Trinity- church with the same 
view that he had at first set it up ; which was, to preserve 
and propagate a spirit of sober piety and rational religion 
in the university of Cambridge, in opposition to the style 
of preaching, and doctrines then in vogue: and kite majT 
be said to have founded the school at which many eminent 
divines after the Restoration, and Tillotson among them, 
who had received their education at Cambridge, were 
formed, and were afterwards distinguished from the more 
orthodox by the epithet laiitudinarian. In 1658 he wrote 
verses upon the death of Oliver Cromwell, which, his bio- ' 
grapher supposes, were done entirely out of form, and not 
out of any regard to the person of the protector. Nor bad 
Dr. Whichcote ever concurred with the violent measures 
of those times by signing the covenant, or by any injurious 
sayings or actions to the prejudice of any man. At the 
Restoration, however, he was removed from his provost- 
sbip by especial order from the king ; but yet he was npl 
disgraced or frowned upon. Qn the contrary, he went to 
London, and in 1662 was chosen minister of St. Anne's, 
Blackfriars, where he continued till his church was burned 
down in the dreadful fire of 1666. He then retired to Mil- 
ton for a while ; but was again called up, and presented 
by the crown to the Vicarage of St. Lawrence Jewry, va- 
cant by 'the promotion of Dr. Wilkins to the see of Ches- 
ter. During the building of this church, upon invitation 
of the court of aldermen, in the mayoralty of sir William 
Turner, he preached before the corporation at Guildhall 
chapel) with great approbation, for about> seven years* 
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When St. Lawrence's was rebuilt^ he preached there twice 
a week, and had the ge/neral love and respect of bis parishi 
and a very considerable aadience, though not numerous, 
owing to the weakness of his voice in his declining age. A 
little before Easter in 1683, he went down to Cambridge f 
where, upon taking cold, he fell into a distemper, which 
in a few days put an end to his life. He died at the house 
of his ancient and learned friend Dr. Cudwortb, master of 
Christ's-college, in May 1683; and was interred in the 
church of St. Lawrence Jewrv. Dr. Tillotson, then lec« 
turer there, preached his funeral-sermon^ where his cha- 
racter is drawn to great advantage. Burnet speaks of him 
iu the following terms : ** He was a man of a rAre temper ; 
very mild and obliging. He had credit with some that had 
been eminent in the late times ; but made all the use he 
could of it to protect good men of all persuasions. He was 
much for liberty of conscience ; and, being disgusted with 
the dry systematical way of those times, he studied to raise 
those who conversed with him to a nobler set of thoughts, 
and to consider religion as a teed of a deiform nature (to 
use one of his own phrases) *. In order to this, he set 
young students much on reading the ancient philoso- 
phers, chiefly Plato, Tully, and Plotin ; and on consider- 
ing the Christian religion as a doctrine sent from God, 
both to elevate and sweeten human nature, in which be 
was a great example as well as a wise and kind in* 
structor. Cudwortb carried this on with a great strength 
of genius, as well as a vast compass of learning." Baxter 
numbers him with ** the best and ablest of the con* 
formists." 

3ut his character is drawn most at length by Tillotson 
in his funeral sermon. *^ I shall not," says Xi^otson, 
'' insist upon his exemplary piety and devotion towards God, 
of which his whole life was one continued testimony. Nor 
will I praise his profound learning, for which he was justly 
bad in so great reputation. The moral improvements of 
bis mind, * a god-like temper and disposition^ (as he waa 
wont to call it), he chiefly valued and aspired after; that 
universal charity and goodness, which he did continually 
preach and practise. His conversation was exceeding kind 
and afiabie, grave and winning, prudent and profitable* 

* Dr. Whicbcole, in common con- boys fighting in the street, be vent up 

▼ersation and on the most common oc- aild parted ihem, cxolaimdig, *' What; 

eaiioBS^ dealt macb in pompous, com- moral tntitief, and yet pofoaeioiii \** 
pound wordi. One day seeing two 
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He was blow to declare his judgment, and modest in de« 
livering it. Never passionate, never peremptory; so far 
from imposing upon others, that he was rather apt to yield. 
And though he had a most profound and well-poised judg- 
ment, yet he was of all men I ever knew the most patient 
to bear others diflPer from him, and the most easy to be con- 
vinced, when good reason was offered ; and, which is sel- 
dom seen, more apt to be favourable to another man^s rea- 
son than his own. Studious and inquisitive men commonly 
at such an age (at forty or fifty at the utmost) have fixed 
and settled their judgments in most points, and as it were 
made their last understanding ; supposing that they have 
thought, or read, or heard wba^can be said on all sides of 
things; and after that they grow positive and impatient 
of contradiction, thinking It a disparagement to them to 
alter their judgment. But our deceased friend was so 
wise, as to be willing to learn to the last, knowing that no 
roan can grow wiser without some change of his mind, 
without gaining some knowledge which be had not, or 
correcting somfe error which he had before. He had 
attained so perfect a mastery of his passions, that for 
Uie latter and greatest part of his life he was hardly ever 
seen to be transported with anger; and as he was ex- 
tremely careful not to provoke any man, so not to b^ 
provoked by any, using to say * If I provoke a man, 
he is the worse for my company; and if I suffer my- 
self to be provoked by him, I shall be the worse for his.* 
He very seldom reproved any person in company otherwise 
than by silence, or some sign of uneasiness, or some very 
soft and gentle word ; which yet from the respect men ge- 
nerally bore to him did often prove effectual. For he un- 
derstood human nature very well, and how to apply him-* 
self to it in the most easy and effectual ways. He was a , 
great encourager and kind director of young divines, and 
one of the most candid hearers of sermons, I think, that 
ever was ; so that though all men did mightily reverence 
his judgment, yet no man had reason to fear his censure. 
He never spake of himself, nor ill of others, making good 
that saying of Pansa in Tully, * Neminem alterius, qui 
suse confideret virtuti, invidere,' that no man is apt to envy 
the worth and virtues of another, that bath any of his owrt 
to trust to. In a word, he had all those virtues, and in a 
high degree, which an excellent temper, great condesoen- 
sion, long care and watchfulness over himself, together 
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with the assistance of God's grace (which he ccntinually 
implored and mightily relied upon) are apt to produce* 
Particularly he excelled in the virtues of conversation, hu- 
manity, and gentleness, and humility^ a prudent and 
peaceable and reconciling teonper.** Tillotson likewise in- 
forms Us that as he had a plentiful estate, so he was of a 
very charitable disposition ; which 'ye^ was not so well 
Jinown to many, because iu the disposal of his charity he 
very much affected secrecy. He frequently bestowed his 
alms On poor house-keepers, disabled by age or sickness 
to support themselves, thinking those to be the most pro- 
per objects of it. He was rather frugal in expence upon 
himself, that so be might have wherewithal to relieve the 
necessities of others. And he was not only charitable in 
his life, but inn very bountiful manner at his death, be- 
queathing in pious and charitable legacies to the value of 
a thousand pounds : to the library of the university of 
Cambridge fifty pounds, aud of King's college one hun- 
dred pounds, and of Emanuel college twenty pounds; to 
which college be had been a considerable beoefactor 
before, having foundedl three several scholarships there 
to the value of a thousand pounds, out of a charity 
with the disposal whereof he was intrusted, and which not 
without great difficulty and pains he at last received. To 
the poor of the several places, where his estate lay, and 
where he bad been minister, he gave above one hundred 
pounds. Among those, who had been his servants, or 
were so at his death, he disposed in annuities and legacies 
in money to the value of above three hundred pounds. 
To other' charitable uses, and among his poor relations, 
Above three hundred pounds. To every one of his tenants 
he left a legacy according to the proportion of the estate 

* they held by way of remembrance of him ; and to one of 
them, who was gone much behind, he remitted in his will 
seventy pounds. And as became his great goodness, he 
was ever a remarkably kind landlord, forgiving bis tenants, 
and always making abatements to them for hard years or 

^^ny other accidental losses that happened to them. He 
made likewise a wise provision in his will to prevent law- 
suits among the legatees, by appointing two or three per- 
sons of the greatest prudence and authority among his re- 
lations final arbitrators of all differences that should arise. 

The fate of his '' Sermons,^' which have been so much 
admired^ was somewhat singular. They were first ushered 
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into tbe world by one who could not be supposed very * 
eager to propagate the doctrines of Christianity, the ceie* 
brated eari of Shaftesbury, author of the- ^^ Characteristics,'* 
&c. In 1698 his lordship published <* Select Sermons of 
Dr. Whichcote, in two parts,'' 8vo. He employed on this 
occasion the rev. William Stephens, rector of Sutton, in 
Surrey, to revise, and probably superintend the press; 
but the long preface is unquestionably from his lordship. 
In addition to every other proof we may add the evidence 
of the late IVIr. Harris of Salisbury, who informed a friend 
that bis mother, lady Betty Harris, (who was sister to the 
earl of Shaftesbury) mentioned her having written tbe pre^ 
face from ber brother's dictation, he being at that time too 
ill to write himself. That his lordship should become the 
voluntary editor and recommender of the sermons pf any 
divine, has been accounted for by one of Dr.Whichcote's 
biographers in this way : that bis lordship found in these 
sermons some countenance given to his own peculiar sen- 
ttiinents concerning religion, as sufficiently practicable by 
Our natural strength or goodness, exclusive of future re- 
wards or punishments. To this purpose lord Shaftesbury 
has selected some passages of the sermons, and adds, 
** Thus speaks our excellent divine and truly Christiair 
philosopher, whom for his appearing thus in defence of 
7uUural goodnesSy we may call the preacher of good stature. 
This is what he insists on everywhere, and to make this 
evident is in a manner the scope of all his discourses. And 
in conclusion it is hoped, that what has been here sug- 
gested, may be sufficient to justify the printing of these 
sermons." Whatever may be in this, it is rather singular 
that tbe same collection was* republished at Edinburgh in 
1742, 12mo, with a recommendatory epistle by a presby- 
terian divine, the rev. Dr. William Wishart, principal of 
tbe college of Edinburgh. 

Three more volumes of Dr. Whichcote's sermons were 
published by Dr. JeflTery, archdeacon of Norwich, in 
1701 — 3, and a fourth by Dr. Samuel Clarke in 1707« 
Tbe best edition of the whole was published in 1751 y at 
Aberdeeh, in 4 vols. 8vo, under the superintendence of 
Drs. Campbell and Gerard, two well-known names in tbe 
literary history of Scotland. Dr. JefSery also published in 
1703, ** Moral and religious Aphorisms" collected froqn 
Dr. Whichcote*s manuscript papers. Of these an elegant 
edition was reprinted in 1753 by Dr. Samuel Saltert with 
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large additions, and a correspondence with Dr. Tacknej 
which we have already noticed in our account of that di« 
vine* Long before this, in 1688, some ** Observations and 
Apophthegms'' of Dr. Whichcote's, taken from his own 
mouth by one of his pupils, were published in 8vo, and 
passed through two editions, if |ot more. Whichcote ex-^ 
celled in moral aphorisms, and many might be collected 
from his serm6ns. ' 

WHISTON (William), an English divine of very un- 
common parts and more uncommon learning, but of a sin«* 
gular and extraordinary character, was born Dec. 9> 1667, 
at Norton near Twycrosse, in the county of Leicester ; of 
which place his father Josiah Whiston, a learned and pious 
man, was rector. He was kept at home tili he was seven- 
teen, and trained under his father; and this on two ac- 
counts : first, because he was himself a valetudinarian, 
being greatly subject to thejlatus hypocendriacus in various 
shapes all bis life long^ secondly, that he might serve 
his father, who had lost bis eye-sight, in the quality of an 
amanuensis. In 1684, he was sent to Tamworth school, 
and two years after admitted of Clare-hall in Cambridgei 
^here he pursued his studies, and particularly the mathe- 
iqaatics, eight hotirs a day, till 1693; During this time, 
and while be was under-graduate, an accident happened to 
him, which he relates for a caution and benefit to others 
in the like circumstances. He observed one summer, that 
bis eyes did not see as usual, but dazzled after an aukward 
manner. Upon which, imagining it arose from too much 
applicatiou, he remitted for a fortnight, and tried tp reco- 
Ter his usual sight, by walking much in green fields ; but 
found himself no better. At that time he met with an ac- 
count of Mr. Boyle's having known a person, who, having 
new-whited the wall of his chamber on which the sun shone, 
and having accustomed himself to read in that glaring light, 
thereby lost his sight for some time; till, upon hanging 
the place with green, he recovered it again : and this, he 
says, was exactly his own case, in a less/legree, both as to 
the cause and the remedy. 

In 169.3 be became master of arts, and fellow of the col- 
lege ; and soon after set up for a* tutor ; when, such was 
his reputation for learning, and good manners, that arch- 

I 

> Gen. Diet.-— Biog. Brit— Salter's (dition of the Aplioritais. — Buroet*f Omi 
Tmefl. — Life prefixed to the edition of bis Sermons, H^l.^Fuoeral Sermon bf 
TillotiM. 
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ibishop Tillottton sent him bis nephew for a pupil. But bis 
health did not permit him to go on in that way., and there- 
fore^ resigning bis pupils to ' Mr. Laughton, he became 
^aplain (for be had tieiken orders) to Dr. Moore, bishop 
of Norwich. During the time of bis being chaplain to 
^bishop Moore, which was from 1694 to 1698, be published > 
his first work, entitled " A new Theory of the Easth, from 
its original to the consummation of all things; wbereiu 
the Creation of the World in six days, the universal deluge, 
and the general conflagration, as laid down in the Holy 
Scriptures, are ^bewn to be perfectly agreeable to Reason 
and Philosophy," 1696, 8vo. Whiston relates, that tbis 
book was shewed in manuscript to Dr. Bentley, to sir 
Christopher Wren, and especially to sir Isaac Newton, on 
whose principles it depended ; and though Mr. John Keill 
soon after wrote against it, and demonstrated that it could 
not stand the test of mathematics and sound philosophy, 
yet it brought no small reputation to the author. Thus 
Locke, mentioning it in a letter to Mr. Molyneux, dated 
Feb. 22, 1696, says, '< I have not heard any one of my 
acquaintance speak of it but with great commendations, as 
I think it deserves ; and truly I think it is more to be ad- 
mired, that he has laid down an hypothesis, whereby lie 
has explained so many wonderful and before inexplicable 
things in the great changes of tbis globe, than that some 
(tf them should sot easily go down with some men ; when 
the whole was entirely new to all. He is one of those sort 
of writers, that I always fiincy should be most esteemed 
aoJ encouraged : I am always for the builders, who bring 
-some addition to our knowledge, or at least some new 
things to our tbonghts." This work of Whiston has gone 
through six editions ; but no considerable additions, as be 
informs us, were mside to it after the third. 

la 1698, bbhop Moore gave bira the living of Lowe- 
ctoft cum Kessingland, by the sea-side, in Suffolk ; upon 
which be qniued his place of chaplain, and was succeeded 
by Mr. (afterwards the celebrated Dr.) Clarke, who was 
then about four-and-twenty years of age. He went to re- 
.^de upon bis liring, and applied himself most earnestly 
and conscientiously to the duties of the station. He kept 
acurtite, yet preached twice a Sunday himself ; and, ail 
the summer season at least, read a catecbetic lecture at the 
chapel in the evening, chiefly for the instruction of the 
adult. He has recorded an instance or two, which shew 
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hovr zealous he was for the promotion of piety an4 g99^> 
iinaiiners. The parish-officers applied to him once for hipt 
band to a licence, in order to set up a new alehouse; -t^ 
whom he answered, *^ If they would bring him a papery 
sign, for the pulling au alehouse down, he would cer^ 
tainly sign it ; but would never sign one for setting an ale* 
house up." 

In the beginning of the last century he was called to-be 
sir Isaac Newton^s deputy, and afterwards bis successor in 
the Lucasian professorship of mathematics; when he cer, 
signed his living, and went to Cambridge. In 1702 he 
published ^* A short view of the Chronology of the OU 
Testament, and of the Harmony of the Four Evanoelists^V 
in 4to; and in March 1702«3, ^' Tacquet^s £uclid, with 
select theorems of Archimedes, and practical corollaries/' 
in Latin, for the use of young students in the university*. 
This edition of Euclid was reprinted at Cambridge in 17 10 ; 
and afterwards in English at London, under his own iiih 
spection. He tells us thai it was the accidental purchase 
of Tacquet's own Euclid at an auction, which occasioned 
his first application to mathematical studies. In 1706.b« 
published an '* Essay on the Revelation of St. John ;*' in 
1707, ^* Praelectiones astronomical;** and sir Isaac New«> 
ton's *^ Arithmetica Universalis,'' by the author's permis^ 
sion. The same year, 1707, he preached eight sermons 
upon the accomplishment of Scripture Prophecies^ at the 
l^ture founded by the honourable Mr. Boyle ; which he 
"printed the year after, with an appendix to the same pur-* 
pose. About August, 1708, he drew up an *^ Essay uposi 
the Apostolical Constitutions," and offered it to the viee^ 
chancellor, for his licence to be printed at Cambridge ; but 
was refused it. He tells us that he had now read over the 
two first centuries of the church ; and found that the Euset- 
bian, or conunonly called Arian, doctrine was, for the 
iDain, the doctrine of those ages ; and, as he thoughkit a 
point of duty to communicate what he had thus discovered, 
so his heterodox notions upon the article of the Trinity 
Were now very generally known. 

In 1709 he published a volume of '^ Sermons and Essaya 
mn several subjects ;" one of which is to prove that our 
blessed Saviour had several brethren and sisters properly 
so called, that is, the children of his reputed father Jo«- 
sepfa» and of his true mother, the- Virgin Mary. Da 
Clarke, be says, wrote to him to suppress this piece^ not* 


W B 1 S.T .0 N. sea 

dD mfceonnt of iti being fabe^ but that the cotnmon opimon 
Might go nndisturbed ; but, he adds, *^ that such aprt of 
fliotives were of no weight. with him, compared with the 
lUscovery and propagation of truth. lu 1710 he published 
^ Praslectiones Physico-Mathematicse ; stve Pbilosophia 
elarissimi Newtoni Mathematica illustrata ;** which, to- 
gether with the *^ Prielectiones Astronomicfe** before men* 
tioned, were afterwards translated and published in Eog* 
lish ; and it may be said, with no small honour to the me- 
mory of .Mr« Wbiston, tliat he was one of the first, if not 
the very, first, who explained the Newtonian philosophy in 
• popular way, and so that the generality of readers might 
comprehend it with little difficulty. About this year, 1710, 
Menkeniua, a very learned man in Germany, wrote to Dr. 
Httdson, the keeper of the Bodleian library at Oxford, for 
an account of Mr. Whiston ; whose writings then made, as 
he said, a great noise in Germany. He bad some time 
•flibraced the Arian heresy, and was forming projects to 
support and propagate it { and, among other things, had 
trinslated the ^* Apostolical Constitutions** into EngUsbj 
which favoured that doctrine, and which he asserted to ba 
genuine. His friends began to be alarmed for him ;- they 
represented to him the dangers he would bring upon him* 
aeif aad family, for he had been married many years, by 
proceeding in this design ; but all they could say availed 
nothing: and the consequence was, that, Oct. 30, HIO, 
he was deprived, of his professorship, and expelled the 
ttoiveraity of Cambridge, after having been formally con- 
vened and interrogated for some days before. 

At the end of the same year he published his ^^ Histori* 
cal Preface ;** aetting forth the several steps and reasons 
of his departing from the commonly-received notions of 
the Trinity; and, in 171 1, his 4 vols, of '^ Primitive Chris- 
tianity revived,** in 8vo. The first volume contains ^' The 
£pistles of Ignatius, both larger and smaller, in Greek 
and English ;** the third, '' An Essay on those Apostolical 
Constitutions ;** the fourth, '* An account of the Primitive 
Jaith, concerning the Trinity, and Incarnation.*' In March 
1711, soon after the publication of his ** Historical Pre- 
face,** he was attacked in the convocation, of whose pro- 
ceedings, as well as those of the university, against him, he 
published distinct accounts, in two appendixes to that pre- 
lace, when it was reprinted with additions, and prefixed 
to his volumes of ^* Primitive Christianity revived*'^ After 
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bb Myvlskm from Cambridge he went to London ; wherr 
be bad eonferences with Clarke, Hoadty^ mwk other 
learned men, who endeavonred to moderate bis seal, but 
be proved the superior tenderness of bis censcienee, bj 
aMmring them that be would not sufEer hrs 2eal to be 
tainted or eormpted, aa he imagined it wootd be, with the 
least mixture of prudence or worldly wiMJom. He tells ua 
of those eminent persons^ that, with regard to histaccount 
of the primitive faith about tbe Trinity and inoarnatien,. 
ttaey were not much dissatisfied with it ; and that, tboogii 
they were far less convinced of tbe authority and genuine** 
nesa of tbe ** Apostolical Constitutions/* yet tbey werw 
willing enoagb to receive them, as being much better and 
more autbentie than what were already in tbe church. 

Whiston was now settled with bis family in London; and 
though it does not appear that he bad any certain means of 
sobsisting^, yet be continued to write books, and to pro« 
pagate his primitive Christianity, with as much cheerful* 
ness and vigonr as if he bad been in the most flourisbing 
circumstances. During March 1711-12, prince Eugene 
&f Savoy was in England) and because Whiston believed 
himself to have discovered, in bis '< Essay on the Revela^ 
tion of St. John,*' that sqme of tbe prophecies there bad 
been fuMlled by that generars victory over tbe Turks in 
16^7, or by the succeeding peace ofCartowita in 1698, 
he printed a short dedication, and fixing it to the cover <rf 
a copy of that essay, presented it to tbe prince. Tbe 
prince has been said to have replied, that ** he did not 
know he' had the honour of having been known to 8c» 
John ;'' however, he thought proper to take so much no- 
tice of Whiston*s well-meant endeavours, as to send him a 
present of fifteen gnineas. Tbe dedication .runs thus: 

** Illostrissimo Principi EugenioSabai^diensi, vaticiniomm 
Apocalypticorum unum, Turrarum vastationibus finiendis 
destinatum^ dudum adimplenti ; altenim etiam, de Gallon 
mm imperio subv^ertsndo, magna ex parte, uti apes os^ 
mox adimpleturo ; hunc libellum, somma qua decet rev^ 
fentia, dat, dicat, consecrat, 

8 id. Mart. 1711-12. Gulielmus Wbiston.*" 

In 1715, 17i6, 1717, a Boaiety for promoting primitive 
Christianity met weekly at his house in Cross^street, Hat* 

* Jhil sevlBt Bot ^alte correct. Hit which brought b>iii in ncajr 40i. « year 
son iaforms at that he bad a tmall and he tau|rht oiatbematica. h; t9 
eitate in tbe couufey of Cambridge, jirivate pttpils. 
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•todf-ginrdeii) composed of aboat tea' or twelve personi ; to 
which society Christians of all persuaaioi^s were equally 
ftdmitted. Sir Peter King, Dr. H-are, 'Dr. Hoadly^ and 
Dr. Clarke, were particularly invited; but none of theniy 
lie says, erer came. In 1719^ he pnbiisbed " A Letter of 
Thanks to Robinson, bishop of London, for bis late L^ter 
to his Clergy against the use of new Forms of Doxology/* 
The coinnion forms having been changed by Whiston, and 
indeed by Dr. Clarke, was the oecasionof Robinson's ad- 
monitory letter to his. clergy : and this admonitory letter 
tmnpted Wbiston to do a thing, he says, which he never 
did before or since; that is, to expose bin in the way of 
banter or ridicule, and to cut him with great sharpness. 
Upon the publication of this ^^ Letter of Thanks*' to th« 
b«ihop of London, Dr. SacbevereU attempted to abut bim 
out of St Andrew's, Holbom, which vmn then his parish^ 
church ; and Wbiston published an account of it. He re- 
lates, that Mr. Wilson, a lawyer, who did not love Sache* 
verell, would willingly have prosecuted him for the insnlt^ 
and promised to do it without any costs to him ; but Whis- 
ton replied, *^ if I should give my consent, I should sbaw 
myself to be as foolish and as passionate as SacbevereU 
himself." In the same year, 1719, he published a letter 
to the earl of Nottingham, ** concerning the eternity of the 
Son of God, and his Holy Spirit ;'' add, in the second and 
fbUowing editions, a defence of it ; for lord'Nottingbaoi 
had published *^ an Answeif' in 1721, for which he wiM 
highly complimented by addresses from both the univer- 
sities, and from the London clergy. In 1720 he Was pro- 
posed by sir Hans Sloane and Dr. Halley to the royal so- 
ciety as a member, for he was publishing something or 
other in the way of philosophy ; but was refused admittance 
by air Isaaa Newton, the president. He tells us he bad 
enjoyed. a large portion of sir Isaac's favour for twenty 
yeavs together; but lost it at last by contradicting bihi 
when he was old. ^^ Sir Isaac," adds he, '< was of the 
aaost fearful^ cautious, and suspicious temper, that I ever 
)tnev; and, had he been alive when I wrote against his 
Chronology, and so thoroughly confuted it that nobody 
baa ever since ventured to vindicate it, I should not have 
thought proper to publish my confutation ; because I knew 
hia temper so well, that I should have e:spected it would 
have killed him : as Dr. Bentley,. bishop Stiliingfleet*s chap* 
fadoi told me that he believed Mr. Locke's thorough con- 

. B B 2 


» 


f 


372 W H I S T O N. 

AlUtion of tbe bisbop's metaphyiics aboot the Trinitj hi 
teoed bis end ftlso.^' 

In 1721 a large subscription was made for the support 
of bis fooiily, but principally, his sou says, to reimburse 
bim tbe expences be bad been at in attempting to disco- 
irer tbe longitude, on which be had expended above 500/L 
This subscription amounted to 470^ and was, he tells us^ 
iby far the greatest sum that ever was put into his hands by 
M» friends. It^was upon contributions of this nature thu 
be seems cluefly to have depended ^ for, though he drew 
profits from reading lectures upon philosophy, astronomy, 
and even divinity; and also from bis publications, which 
were nomerous; and from the small estate above men* 
tioned, yet these, of themselves, would have been very 
•insufficient ; nor, when joined with the benevolence and 
jcharity of those who lovi!d and esteemed bim for his learn* 
ieg» integrity, and piety, did tbey prevent him from being 
frequently in great distress. He spent the remainder of 
bis long life in the way he was now in ; that is, in talking 
and acting against Atbanasianism, and for primitive Chris* 
•tianity, and in writing and publishing books from time to 
time. In 1 722 he published ** An Essay towards restoring 
the true Text of the Old Testament, and for vindicating 
the citations Whence made in the New Testament ;*^ in 
)724, *^ The literal Accomplishment .of Scripture-Pro- 
phecies,*' in answer to Mr. Collinses book upon «he *K}rouuds 
aod reasons of tbe Christian Religions** in 1726, ** Of the 
tbuudering Legion, or of the <miraculoi}s deliverance of 
Marcus Antoninus and bis army on the prayers of the Chris- 
tians,** occasioned by Mr. Moyle*s works, then lately pub- 
lished; in 1727, '* A collection of authentic Records be« 
loBging to the Old and New Testament,** translated into 
English; in 1730, ** Memoirs of the Life of Dr. Samuel 
Clarke;** in 1732, ^< A Vindication of the Testimony of 
Phlegon, or an account of the great Darkness and Earth- 
quake at our Saviour*s Passion, described by Phlegon,** in 
answer, to a disserution of Dr. Sykes upon that eclipse and 
e«irthquake; in i7i6, ^' Atbanasian Forgeries, Impositions, 
and Interpolations;** tbe same year, ** The Primitive Eu- 
charist revived,** against bishop Hoadly*s *^ Plain account 
of the.Lord*s Supper;'* in 1737, ^*The Astronomical Year; 
or an account of the many remarkable celestial phsenomepa 
of the great year 1736,*' particularly of the comet, whieb 
was foretold by sir Isaac Newton, and cjime accordingly ; 


I 

I 


W H I S T D K. «7a 

th€ same' year, <^ The gennine works of FUtrias Josephos, 
the Jewish . hUtoriaD, in English, as translated * from the 
original Greek according* to Havercamp's accurate edition : 
illustrated with new plans and descriptions of Soldnson's, 
Zorobahel's, Herod's, and Ezekiers, temples, and w^th 
correct maps of Judea and Jerusalem ; together with pro- 
per iioteH, observations, contents, parallel texts of scrip-' 
tore, five complete indexes, and the true chronology of 
the several histi>ries adjusted in the margin : to which are 
prefixed ei^ht dissertations, viz. 1. The testimonies of Jo- 
lephuH vindicated ; 2. The copyof theOld Testament, made 
Use of by Josephus, proved to be that which was collected hy 
Nebeniiah; 3. Concerning God's command to Abraham 
to offer up his son Isaac for a sacrifice ; 4. A large inquiry 
into the true chronology of Josephus. 5. An extract oak 
of Jo^ephusV exhortation to the Greeks concerning Hades, 
and the resurrection of the dead ; $. Proofo that this ex^ 
faortation is genuine ; 7. A demonstration' that Tacitus, the 
Raman historian, took his history of the Jews out of Jose^ 
phus; 8 A dissertation of Cellarius against Hardouio, in Vin- 
dication of Josephus*s history of the family of Herod, fi^m 
coins ; with an account of the Jewish coins, weights, and 
measures,'* in folio, and since reprinted in 8vo. This is 
reckoned the most useful of all Whiston's learned labours, 
and accordingly has met with the greatest encouragement. 
In 1739 he put in his claim to the mathematical profest 
sorship at Cambridge, then vacant by the death of Saun- 
derson, in a letter to Dr. Ashton, the master of Jesus col- 
lege, who, his SOJ1 avers, never produced it to the heads 
who were the electors, and consequently no regard was 
paid to it. In 174.5, be puhlisbed his ** Primitive New 
Testament, in English ;** in 1748, his ** Sacred History of 
the Old and New Testament, from the creation of the 
world (iU the days of Constantine the Great, reduced into 
* Annals ;**and the same year, ^^ Memoirs of his own Life aiid 
writing}),*' which are curious as a faithful picture of ta in^ 
geouous, enthusiastic, and somewhat disordered mind. He 
continued long a member of the Church of England, and 
regularly frequented its service, althongh be disapproved; 
of man} tilings in it ; but at last forsook it, and went oTcr 
to the baptists. This happened when he was at the bouse 
of Samuel Barker, esq. at Lyndon, in Rutland, who had 
■iwried hia daughter ; and there it was that he dales the 
foUowifig flieeak>raQdum : ;^'I cootioued in the communion^ 
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of the Church of England till IVinity Sunday^ 1747 : foi^ 
though I still resolved to go out of the churdi if Mr. Bel<^ 
grave oontinued to read the Athanastan Creed,' so did he 
' by omitttng it, both on Easter-day and Whitsuirday tbia 
year, prevent my leaving the public worship till Trinity^ 
Sunday, white he knew I should go out of the church if be 
began to read it. Yet did be read it that day, to my 
great surprise ; epoii which I was obliged to go out, and 
go to the baptist-meeting at Morcot, two miies off, at I 
intend to go hereafter, white I am here at Lyndon, till 
aome better opportunity presents of setting up a more pri- 
mitive congregation myself.*' 

In this manner Wfaiston went on to the last, bewildeviw 
himself in a maze of errors and changes, more, one wouia 
think, from temper than conviction. A short review of the 
progress of his opinions, with which a late eminent divine 
has furnished us, will not be without its uae. 

It was, as we have seen, in June 1706, that he began 
(o be first heard of as a reputed Artan. In the Augavt feU 
lowing, he offered a small essay on the apostolical consti- 
tutions to the licenser of the press at Cambridge, and was 
refused the licence. In 1709 be publitihed a sermon against 
the eternity of bell-punishments, in 1710 he boMty as- 
serted the apostolical constitutions to be '* of rjrua^ authority 
with the four gospels themselves ;" and ia tract included 
in them, and called the doctrine of the apostles, to be ^* the 
fnai/*8acred of the canonical books.^* In 1712 he published 
in favour of the Anabaptists; and the next year printed '*A 
book of Common Prayer," that had been reformed the 
backward way into Anabaptism and Arianism, and, two 
years afterward, set up a meeting-house for the use of it ^ 
having strangely drawn up his liturgy before he had pro^ 
vided his church. But he had still farther to go in his no- 
velties. In 1723 he published a dissertation to prove the 
Canticles 770^ a canonical book of scrrptnre ; in 1727 another^ 
to prove the apocryphal book of Baruch canonical ; in the 
same year another, to prove the epistle of Baruch to the 
nine tribes and a half equally canonical ; in the same year 
another, to prove the second book of Esdras, equally ca^ 
nonical ; in the same year another, to prove eighteen 
psaims of a second Solomon equally canonical ; in the safme 
year another, to prove the bock of Enooh equally canonic 
evU in the same year another, to prove ^VThe f estameiM 
of theTweKe PatriAroha^' equally oauoniottl ; aedeeotber 
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to ippvre aa epUUa i^f the CoMiitbiam io St Paul^ wiA Sk. 
Bml's Bfiiwer to ity <Mfually canaoicsL In 1745 b^ pub* 
4i^d Us ^' Pr imitate Niew Tesiaaic«l: in Engliah, ia four 
<parti^** and added a piige at the eiid *^ essh'ib'uiog ihe diiaB 
of (the «eat of Ae books of the New Testament, not yet 
4aown by itibe body /of Cfaristiaas. " Among these mwc 
ipeciAed, besides <tbe works above racited, *^ the Epmtks 
c^ Timethy to Diogaetos, and the Homily;*' the '^ta^ 
fipistlee of •CieoienttO'tlieCoittnthians;'* ^^ Josephus's bo* 
aaily oonocmiag Hades ;*' the *' Epiables of Barnabas, Ig- 
'natios, and Polyoarp ;" die ^ Shepberd ^ Heroias/' and 
itbe ^ Martyrdom of Polycarp." Ue thiM| accprding^to bm 
•awn enttmeraitton, enlarged the nnoiber of the canonical 
'badu ia the New Testament^ fraai twenty -sc,v«n to fifty- 
aia^ lu 1749 iie gradually peached (says the biskorian rof 
▲riaaiaat) the highest point of berotioal parfadtioo. Ke 
jgramely asserted, firat, that *^ neiiber a bish(^, a presbyter^ 
•ar^ deacaa, oagbt.to be ouMie than once aiarriedi tliat 


iprioiittae Cbrioliaatty aba forbad either fhishops, pres^ 
iryiars, or deacons, to tnarry at aH after their ordination ; 
and that, ^* in dw dayy of «be apostles, a fo«Mrtfa fl»arriage 
aras eattreiy rejected, even in tba iaiK|y/' He ako yea^ 
MKd upon the bold preaaniptioa of ascertduiisig tba very 
year, *^ according to the Qcriftare prophecies,*' for oertaiu 
events of the bighest oonsequence to the world ; and^ siioh 
waa the int^enueas siasplicity of tbe nian| was confident 
enough to name a year at no great distance. In this way 
be propheAed that the Jews were rto vebntldi their templa, 
aatt the miUenium was to coaimenoe before tbe year 4766. 
fiat Mich a spirit as Wtiiston's could not stop even Merc^ 
and in tbe same year he Tei»tui*ed to assert the falsehaad of 
(SOBie things in firt. Pani's epistles, as '^ ao part of ChristVs 
revelation to him,** namely, where the apostle speaks of 
avigsaai sin. Wbiston says, they are rather << weak reason- 
angs.af bis awn, acoooMoodated jbo the weak Jews at diat 
time only !*' 

Mr. Wbiston died after a week's illness, Aug. 22, 1752, 
in .the eighty -fifth year of bis age, aad was baried at Lyn- 
don in Hutlandsbire. Of his character little mote need^be 
added. He eigoyed a certain decree of celebrity during a' 
aery 4oBg Hfe, but iba^ he produced nnicb influence on the 
.stale of public opiaioa may be doubted. He was aot well 
4adcaiaied to fonn, or to support, a sect already formed'; 
absurdities wese too. many and too glaring^ and be re^ 
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cei?ed no applause, even from the Arians of bit day^ that 
was not mixed with compassion* Still bis profonnd era* 
dition, and his disinteresied attachment to Arianism^ sop* 
ported by an ostensible love of truth, were likely to at- 
tract the notice of young men, who, in the ardour of free 
inquiry, did not immediately perceive the pernicious teo-^ 
dency of ifaeir new opinions. That these were sometiaica 
eagei'ly imbibed was a grateful compliment to his vani^; 
and that they were as readily renounced, provoked the 
most pointed invective, which he scrupled not to use mkh 
intemperate in<)ulgence, whenever his cause declined by 
the secession of his proselytes. Having himself renounced 
secular emoluments, as incompatible with his idea of pri* 
mitive Christianity, he considered them as the «»iily barrier 
to the general reception of bis teneu. And he therefore 
upbraided those who afterwards relinquished tbem, as y ield« 
ing only to the bias of interest : too confident to suspect 
a possible fallacy in bis opinions^ or a detectioii^ of bu osm 
misrepresentations of the Holy Scriptures. Nor was his 
mind, ample and strong as 4t c^rtaiply often appeared to 
be, uninfluenced by the most -consunimate vanity. He 
flattered himself, that be was one of those luminaries, by 
whose etheriat light we are happily assisted in the pursuit 
of reason and the divine truths. B^it it would be uncandid 
to deny, that he exhausted a long life in scholastic labour 
and selfKlenial, in elaborate investigations of abstruse doc- 
trinal positions, which be inculcated with indefatigable di« 
ligence, in inflexible integrity, and a resolute contempt 
of wealth acquired at the expence of conscience. His mo- 
ral chsracter was blameless, but not amiable. His severe 
manners and systems are more readily admired than imi* 
tated ; while we must yet lament his want of orthodoxy^ 
and his pertinacious scepticism. 

Whiston was occasionally exposed, as appears from the 
works of Swil^ and Pope, to the ridicule of these wits ; but 
he was not himself without some portion of humour. The 
two following instances may be given on the authority of 
bis son. <* Being in company with Mr* Addison, sir Ri- 
chard Steele, Mr. secretary Craggs, and sir Robert Wal- 
pole, they were busily engaged in a dispute, whether asOf- 
cretaty of state could be an bonest man. Mr. Whiston, not 
intermeddling in it, was pressed to declare his opinion, 
which at length be did, by saying, be thought honesty was 
the best policy, and if a prime oiimster would, practise it^ he 
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«Duld fiod it so. To which Mr. Craggs replied : * it might 
do for a fortDigbt ; but woald not do for a month.* Mr. 
Whiston asked bim, <if be bad ever tried it for a fort* 
night i* To which be making no reply, the company 
gave it for Mr. Whiston." 

'* He was much esteemed by the late queen Caroline, who 
generously made him a present of 50/. every year from the 
time she became queen, which pension his late majesty 
continued to him so long as he lived. The queen usually 
sent for him once in the summer, whilst she was out of 
town^ to spend a day or two with her. At Richmond it 
happened she who loved bis free conversation, asked him 
what people in general said of her. He replied, that tbey 
justly esteemed her as a lady of great abilities, a patron of 
Jcamed men, and a kind friend' to the poor. * But,' says 
she, ^oo one is without faults, pray what are mine?* 
Mr. W. beggedto be excused speaking on that subject; 
hat she insisting, be said, her majesty did not behave with 
•proper reverence at church. She replied, the king would 
talk with her. He said a Greater than kings was there 
only to be regarded. She acknowledged it, and confessed 
her fault. * Pray/ says she, -^ tell me what is my next I* 
He reptied, ' When I hear your majesty has amended of 
that fault, I will tell you of your next ;* and so it endedJ* 
This last anel:dote Whiston often repeated. 

Whiston married, in 1 699, Ruth, the daughter of the Rev* 
Mr. AntFobus, master of Tamwortb-schooi, by whom he bad 
several children, three of whom survived him. The eldest 
a daughter, Sarah, was married to Samuel Barker of Lyn* 
den, in Rutlandshire, esq. at whose house he died. This 
lady died in 1791. His surviving sons were George asd 
John, the latter an eminent bookaeller, who died in 17S0. 
Whiston bad a younger brother, the Rev. Daniel Whiston^ 
frequently mentioned in bis ** Memoirs," and who appears 
to have entertained an equal aversion to the Athanainan 
Creeds He was curate at Somersbam for fifty-two years ; 
but bis principles did not permit him to accept of any Uv* 
ing» He died in 1759, leaving a son, the Rev. Thomas 
Whiston, who died in 1795. Of this Daniel Whiston, we 
have beard uothiag more remarkable than that be left be- 
hind him several hundred manuscript sermons, which he 
had neverpraaohed. ^ 

* Whistoft'a Memon, 2 rob — Biog. Brit— Whitaker't Hist, of AnaQiMB..- 
IMlAwaf '• Lilii of Ra«dtc> >. 31| li(b 
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WillTAKER (John), a ieftrocd Englitb dtvioe, and 
»Ue andqumry, was born at Maoefaester, about 1735. He 
went early to Oxford* wbem be was eleece^ feUow of Cor- 
piit ChriAti college, and wbere be discovered, in a verf 
short tiiY»e, those fine originalities, those peeuliarkies of 
Biifid, wiiicfa afterwards so strongly narked bim as an au* 
l^r and as a man. lie took the degree of M. A« 1 1S9 ; 
and proceeded B.D. 1767« His uncommon vigour of in* 
(ellect at once displayed itself among hts acquaiutance $ 
but, whilst his aniouited cooversation drew many around 
bin, .a few were repelled from the circle by his impatience 
of contradiction (a failing which frequently aceooipaaies 
p^wer^ like bis), and by the consciousness, bis biographer 
thinks, of their own inferiority. The character of his ge« 
ains, however, was soon decided in literary conpositioD. 
In 177 ly Mr. W. published the first volume of bis^^His^ 
tory of Manchester," in quarto ; a work which, for aciMe- 
nfltts of research, bold imagination, independent sencineat^ 
and correct information, has scarcely ks parallel in the lite- 
catuve of the country. . Nor does its composition less aieriit 
our applause, whether we have respect to the arrangement 
bf tbe materials, the style, or the language. In soaae pas^ 
sages there is *^ supreme eleganoe ;*' in others a magni* 
^ ficence of thought, a force of expression, a glow of die^ 
tion, truly astonisbing. The introduction of Christianity 
iiKo this island, in particular, is usicommonly beautiful. 
With regard to tbe general subject of tbe ** Manchester,*^ 
be was the first writer who could so lig^t up tbe region of 
antiquarianism as to dissipate its obscurity, even to tbe eyes 
ttf ordinary spectators ; his ** Msuchester*' being perhaps 
tbe book in which the truth of our island history 4mm been 
best elucidated. It is rather singular that this work was 
in the order of merit, as well as time, tbe first of Mr. Wbit- 
sdier^s publications. In proport;ion as he advanoed in life, 
bis imagination seems, by a strange inversion of what is 
characteristic of our nature, to have gained an ascendancy 
«per his jsidgment ; and we shall perceive mone of Atncjr 
smd passion, of conjecture and hypothesis, in some of bis 
aubsequent productions, than of justaopinion, or ddiberafee 
iarestigatioA* Mr. Wbitakei's << Genuine History of tbe 
Britons asserted," an oetavo voluase, publisbed in 1772, 
may be considered as a sequel to the ** Manchester/* It 
contains a complete refutation of ^* the unhappy Maopber- 
son/' whose ** Introduction to tbe History of oreat Bsitaia 
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mnA iMkiMT' it ftdl ^f palpable mitukes and aaitreprntti^ 
taiions. 

[n 4 773 we And Mr. Whkaker the morning preacher ef 
Berkeley chapel, Lonckm ; to which oAce be had been ap- 
pelated in NH»venber, by a Mr. Hughes ; but in less tham 
two iBOfMlbs he was removed from that situattoo. This gave 
oeeasion to ^'The Case between Mr. W. and Mr. Haghei^ 
relative to the Morning Preachership of fiet^ieley Chapel ;^ 
in whkh Mr. W. declares himself ^* uneiterabiy defeermined 
to carry the matter into Westminster-hall.'' Brrt the fier- 
tDur of his resentment threw him off his gaard ; and he ex* 
prened himself so indiscreetly, that his Case was conrfdered 
as a libel by the Coort of King's Bench. During his re^ 
•idence in London, he had an t^portunity of converssug 
with several of oar most celeblrated writers; among whea 
were Dr. Johnson, and Gibbon, the hi2^orfafi of the Roman 
Empire. It does not appear, indeed, that Johnson was nusdi' 
attached to Whhaker. Both strong in undersamding, 
e^ally tenacious of opinioTi, and equally knpassioned ia 
eonversation, it is not probable that they should aavicably 
coalesce on all occasionsw In the Ossianic controversy 
fbey were decidedly hostile. With Gibbon Mr.Whitaker 
was vwli aoquarnted; and the MS. of the first voluaMof ' 
** The Decline and Fall of tJie Romam Eaipire" waa sob* 
mfftted to his inspection. • Bat he was greatly surprised 
when, as he read the same volume in priat, that chapter 
which has been so obnoxioas to the Cbrtfitian world, waa 
then first introduced to his notice! That chapter Gibboa 
had sappressed in the MS. overawed by Mr. Whitaker's 
high character, and afraid of his censure. And, in fact, 
that the deist shonld have shrank from his indignant eye^ 
may well be conceived, when we see his Christian pri«oi* 
pie and his manly spirit in tlie rejection of a living of con^ 
siderable valoe, which was at this time offered him by an 
Unitarian patron. Of his integrity, however, some recom« 
pense was now at hand : and about 1776, be succeeded aa 
fellow of Corpus Christi college, to the rectory of Riian* 
Lanyfaorne, one of the most 'valuable Kvings in the gift ef 
that College; and into Cornwall be went, to reside upon 
bis rectory. There, it might have been evpected that re- 
tirement and leisure would greatly favour the pursuita of 
literature; and that, though ^^ the converser" (to oseaa 
ecpresiion of Mr. Whiuker's) bad disappeaired, the author 
would break forth with new energies. B«t itttaa»]Juiy« 
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horne wai^ for several yean, no tranqail seat of the muses* 
That pleasant ieoluston was now the seene of uoavotdabic 
contest. Mr. W. bdd proposed a tithe-composidoa whb 
his par<8hioiters, by no means unreasonable. This they re- 
fused to pay : but he was steiuiy to his purpose. A rup- 
ture ensued between the parciet> ; the titlies were demanded 
in kind; di?ipiites aro^te upon disputes; animo^^ities were 
kindled; and litigations took place. That Mr.Wbitaker 
was finally victoriousi aflPorded pleasure to the friends of 
the rector, and to the friends of justice and truth ; yet it 
was long before harmony was restored to Ruan-<Lanyhome. 
That his literary scbeines had been so saiily interrupted, 
was the subject of general regret. But the conscientious 
pastor looked with a deeper concern to the spiritual weU 
fare of his p irishioners. He saw with sorrow their aver* 
sion to his preaching; their inditFert^nC^ to his instructions; 
their repugnance to his authority ; and ** he laboured more 
abundantly ;*' till, after a fev years, iie had .the satisfaction 
to perceive a visible alteration in the behaviour of the prin- 
cipal parishioners ; and a mutual good understanding was 
established between the pastor and his flock. His cordial, 
his familiar manner, indeed, was always pleasing to those 
whom prejudice had not armed against him ; and, in pro- 
portion as they became acquainted with his kind dispost* 
tion, the transitoriness of his resentments, and, after in- 
juries, his promptness to forgive, and anxious wish to be 
forgiven; they endeavoured more and more to cultivate 
his friendship, and at length loved and revered htm as 
their father. Nothing can more fully display the warftith 
of his affections, his zeal as a minister of Christ, or bis im- 
passioned style of eloquence, than those ** Sermons" upon 
death, judgment, heaven, and hell, which he published tn 
1783, after having preached them to his parishioners, we 
doubt not, with a voice and manner calculated to pene- 
trate the conscience. That he should have published so 
little in the line of his profession, is perhaps to be re- 
gretted. His ^^ Origin of Arianism,*' however, is a large 
volume, full of erudition and ingenious argumentatioo. 
We have read no other work of Mr. W. in divinity, eicept 
*'The Real Origin of Government** (expanded into a con- 
siderable treatise, from a sermon which he had preached 
before bishop Buller, at his lordship's primary visitattoo), 
and '* The Introduction to Flindell's Bible.** . This haa 
been much admired as a maaterly piece of eloquence^ 
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'In tba mean time the arttiqaary was not at rest. His 
•*' Mary » queen of Scots/' published in 1787, in tbree oe-^ 
tavo volumes; his <^ Course of Hannibal over the Alps ;^ 
his ^^ Ancient Cathedral of Cornwall;*' and his ** Supple- 
ment to Polwhele^s Antiquities of Cornwall ;*^ furnish good 
evidence of an imagination continually occupied in purr 
suits which kindled up its brightest flame; though not 
always of that judgment, discretion, or candour, which (if 
human characters had been eye^r perfect) we should have 
expected from a Whitaker. But not even here were his 
antiquarian stores exhausted. " The Life of St Neot,*' 
" The History of Oxford,*' and " The History of London," 
were works all at once projected, and no sooner projected 
than executed in imagination, and mo^e than half executed 
in reality. 

In criticism, (where writing anonymously he would pro- 
bably have written with the less restraint) we find liim for 
the most part candid and good-natured, not sparing of 
censure, yet lavish of applause; and affording, in nume* 
rous instances, the most. agreeable proofs of genuine bene** 
volence. . Even in the instance of Gibbon, where he has 
been thought severe beyond. all former example, we-have^ 
a large mixture of sweet with the bitter. ' It w is his cri- 
tique on Gibbon which contributed principally to the repu- 
tation of the *' English Review;" in which Mr. W. was 
the author of many valuable articles. To his f)en also 
the ^^ British Critic," and *^ The Antijacobin Review," 
were indebted for various pieces of criticism. But the 
strength of his principles is no where more apparent than 
' in those articles where he comes forward, armed with the 
panoply of truth, in defence of our civil and ecclesiastical 
Constitution. He was also a poet. That he contributed 
,8ome fine pieces of poetry to *^The Cornwall and Devon 
Poets," is well known. These were published in two small 
octavo volumes. He occasionally displayed his powers in 
the several departments of. the Historian, the Theologist, 
the Critic, the Politician, and the Poet. Versatility like 
Whitaker^s is, in truth, of rare occurrence. But still 
more rare is the splendor of original genius, exhibited in 
walks so various. Not that Mr. W. was equally happy in 
them all. His characteristic tj^aits as a writer were, acute 
disoeroment, and a velocity of ideas which acquired new 
.force in composition, and a power pf combining images in 
-m manner .peculiarly striking, and of flinging on every 
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topic of diacustion tlae atroogeat illustntioii* Widi Iktle 

■OPupley therefore, we hazard an opimon, that Ihoiigl^ bia 

chief e^iceltence be recognised in antiquarian reaeavcb, be 

would bare risen to higher eminence as a poet, bad be cuU 

tivated in early youth the fiavoor of the Muaea. Be ibi% 

bowerer^ aa it may ; there are noRe who will deny bioi the 

praiae of a *^ great'* literary character. That be waa 

Tgood" aa well as great, would aofliciently appear in the 

fecollection of any period of bta life; whether we saw bia 

abandoning preferment from principle, and heard bim 

^ reasoning of righteousness and judgment to come,** until 

a Gibbon trembled ; or whether, among his parishioners, 

we- witnessed bis unaffected earnestness of preaching, bis 

humility in conversing with the poorest cottagers, his ain- 

cerity in assisting them with advice, his tenderness in offers 

ing them conaolation, and his charity in relieving their dis* 

tresses. It is true, to the same warmth of temper, together 

with a sense of good intentions, we must attribute an irri* 

tability at times destructive of social comfort ; and an iai» 

petuousness that brooked not, opposition, and bore dow« 

all before it* This precipitation was in part also to be 

traced to his ignorance of the world ; to bis simplicity in 

believing others Kke himself — precisely what they seemed 

to be ; and, on the detection of his error, his anger at dta« 

aioHilation or hypocrisy. But bia general good humour, 

bia hospitality, and bis convivial pleasantry, were surely 

enough to atone for those sudden bursts of passion, thoae 

flashea, which betrayed bis human frailty, but still argued 

geniua. And tbey who knew bow ** fearfully and wonder^ 

folly be waa made,** could bear from a Wbitaker what tbey 

would certainly have resented in another. We should add, 

that in bis family Mr* Whitaker was uniformly regular ; 

w>r did be suffer, at any time, his literary cares to trench 

on bis domestic duties. 

Not many months before his death the writer of this 
article iieard bim speak of ** Notes on Shakspeare,*' and 
^^lUustrations of the Bible.** But be wished to finish bis 
^♦Oxford,*' bis "London,** and his "St. Neot,** (already 
mentioned as projected publications) before he resumed liia 
"Shakspeare,** on which he bad occasionally written notes; 
aiid^ to lay aside bis << Shakspeare,** before he took up bis 
*' Bible.** To the Bible be meant at last to withdraw bim* 
self from all other studies. 

With a view to the last three antiquarian worka, (but 
cbiefly to " the London/*) he determined to travel to the 
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ntti»polis: ftod tbitb^r he travetted, with alt the ardour of 
youlhfol spirits. But even for bU athletic frame he bad a 
mind of too restless an activity. Amidst bis inde&t'^ble 
researches into the antiquities of the city, bis friends de* 
tected ibe first symptoms of bodily decay. His journey to 
London, bis vast exertions there in procuring rnformation^ 
his energetic and various conversation with literary charae^ 
ters, brought on a debility which he little regarded, till ft 
alarmed him in a stroke (rf paralysis. From this stroke, not 
long after bis return into Cornwall, be recovered so far at 
to be able to pursue (though not many bfuirs in a day) his 
accustomed studies : and it was the Life of St. Neot that 
chiefly occupied his attention, and which was published 
after his .death. He died Oct 30, \HMJ 

WHITAKER (WiLLUii), one of the most eminent di« 
vines of the sixteenth century, was born at Holme, in the 
parish of Burnley in Lancashire, in 1547, and was the de** 
scendant of an ancient family. His mother was Elizabeth 
Nowell, sister to the celebrated Dean of St. Paurs, who 
married Thomas Whitaker, gentleman, in 1530, and sur* 
vived her marriage the wonderful period of seventy-six 
years. He acquired the elements of grammar atBurnley^ 
where Mr. William Hargrave was at that time master, to 
whom in bis declieing years he was a kind benefactor. He 
was sent for, in bis thirteenth year, by Dean Nowell, who 
maintained him in his oiwn house, and placed him at St. PauPs 
aebool, where be made such rapid and satisfactory progress 
that, at the age of eighteen, his pious kinsman setit him to 
Trinity college, Cambridge, under the tuition of Mr. after^ 
wards Dr. Robert West. His progress here beihg equally 
admired, he was first chosen scholar and then fellow. He 
soon procured high esteem and great fame by his learned 
disputations and other exercises, which afforded a proof 
both of bis talents and application* It was his practice, and 
that of several other eminent persons of his time, to stand 
while employed 'in study. In 1569 be published the 
Prayers of tbe Church of England in Greek, a small vo« 
lume printed by Reynold Wolf; a circumstance which 
sequifes to be mentioned, because most of his biographers 
aasert that he was first known by his translation of Nowell^s 
caiechism; but that translation was not printed till .1573, 
four years after this version of the Prayers. He had abo«t 

1 BritUh Critic, las. 1810.— GfoU Ma^ vol- UXVIIt. 



IM W H I T A K E R* 


iimm suiSfcred long «nd severely by a qnariaii agqe f 
Ukd ^ be could not lire withoot soise literary employmenly 
he made choice of ibis. The book coouins the luorniog 
.and ereoiog prayers, the liuny^ tbe catechisoii the coU 
kets^ and, to fill a vacant page or two, the prayer after 
receiving tbe holy commuiiibn, accompanied with tbe Latia 
▼ersion, (the work, as is supposed, of Walter Haddon,) 
which had been published by tbe queen's authority a few 
years before. It is dedicated, in a prefatory address in 
lAin, to bis uncle and patron, the dean of St. PauPs ; 
from ^wbom be bad received, from bis childhood, innit- 
merable favours; to whom therefore, be says, of right 
belonged whatsoever be could perform ; and be intreats him 
to protect his labours, and expresses a hope, that, if he is 
indulgent in this his£rst attempt, be may one day produce 
something not unworthy of bis acceptance. Tbe transla*' 
lion achieved under such circumstances, when the autboi^ 
a bachelor of arts, bad barely entered bis twenty-first year, 
must have raised great hopes, which bis future progress 
and celebrity did not disappoint 

He also, as just noticed, translated No well's Catechisms 
into Greek, tbe larger of which was printed in 1573, and 
dedicated to the lord treasurer, sir William Cecil, and 
the smaller in 1575, dedicated to Nowell. He also trans« 
lated into Latin, bishop Jewel's reply to Harding. These 
increased bis reputation, extending it to Oxford, where he 
was incorporated doctor of -divinity. On the preferment 
of Dr. William Chaderton to tbe btsboprick' of Chester, 
Dr. Whitaker succeeded him in 1579 in the office of regius 
professor at Cambridge. Although considered by many as 
rather too young for a place to which nuny of his seniors 
bad pretensions, be proved, by bis course of lectures, that 
he was deficient in none of tbe qualities of an able divine 
and accomplished professor. He soon displayed copious 
reading, sound judgment, and an eloquence and v.igouf 
which greatly increased the number as well as quality of 
his bearers. While in this office be remained the iode* 
fatigable student, making himself acquainted with the 
writings of tbe fathers, both Greek and Latin, and of the 
eminent divines and ecclesiastical historians. In his lec«« 
tures, be began with various select parts of the. New Tes« 
tameut, and then entered upon the controversies between 
the papists and protestants. Tbe latter were matters of 
Mie first importance at thut time, and Whitaker accord- 


W H I T A K E «p 98|i 

iofljr took an^ ainple share in confirmiDg the protesuo^ 
eataUtshaieat^ and carried on a succeBsful controversy 
with soiae of tbe cfaampidns of the Roroisb churchy par^ 
tiolilarly Campian, Dury» Saunders, &c. Cardinal Beilarr 
aiine^ though often foiled by his pen, honoured bis picture 
with a place in his library; aud said, be was the oioet 
learned heretic he had ever read. 

In the sam^ year (1579) the queen gave him the cban- 
celiersbip of St. Paul's, ai>d he was afterwards preferred 
to thtf mastership of Su John's college, Cambridge, by 
aMndamus, although not without opposition from some of 
the members, whom he soon reconciled to bis administra- 
'tion. He governed the college with great prudence and 
Btfoderation^ aed sacrificed bis own interest for the advan* 
lege of the public* He also greatly revived the reputation of 
the bouse^ and increased the number of its members, which 
led to an- increase in the buildings. He was now again in- 
volved in controversy with the popish writers, particularly 
Bellarmioe and Stapletou ; and some of bis piec^ on the 
subjects iu dbpute were printed. Having arrived at great 
celebrity, ha is mentioned by Baker aad other bistoi'ians 
aa being concerned in lAost of the public transactions of 
"the university of Cambridge. 

In 1567 he resigned the chancellorship of 8t.TaulV^ ted 
what reason does not appear ; but in 159 L Dr. Goad, pro« 
, vest of JKing^s college, presented a request to dean Nowell| 
in behalf of Dr. Wbitaker, that he might be preferred to 
• some more valuable benefice. The venerable dean, anxious 
to serve his friend and kinsman, forwarded Dr, Goad's let« 
ter, the day he received it, together with one of his own, 
to the lord treasurer ; reminding bis lordship of Dr. .Whita4 
ker's great learning, well known at Cambridge by the pro^v 
ductions of his pen in Greek and Latin ; and not unknown 
to his lordship, to whom several of his works bad been 
dedicated. His fitness for presiding over a learned society 
(Trinity college was in view, then about to be vacant) ha<^ 
partly appeared, from the quietness and good order which 
had been established in St. John's college since be became 
master ; and as to his circumstances, they were so far from 
being affluent, that the dean, in consideration of bis po-* 
verty, had now for two -years past taken upon him the 
maintenance of one of bis sons. This application, how« 
everj for whatever reason, proved unsuccessful. 

In 1589, an assembly was held at his college, by the 
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celebrated puritan Cartwrigbt and otbere, for the pnrpaae 
of promoting a purer form of discipline in the cburcfa'^ 
Whitaker, as appears by a letter to Wbitgifc, was by M 
means a fitvourer of Cartwright*s opinions, many of which 
be thought intemperate and intemperately expressed ; but 
when, in tionsequence of this meeting, some imperfectioiM 
in the << Book of Discipline** were corrected, altered, and 
amended, he had no objection to join in subscribing the 
Book thus Amended. The year following, be was charged 
with holding or fom^ing a presbytery in bis college, and 
with other accusations, which be appears to have repelled 
with success, although the particulars are not upon record. 
Some have doubted whether he waa a puriun, or ought to 
be classed with those who were hostile to the forms of tfae 
church. But upon the whole, although far more moderate 
than many of bis contemporaries, he not outy associated* 
with, but countenanced the objections of some of the 
leaders of the puritans to certaiH points of cburcb dtsciplintf 
and government. He held many meetings in tbe university 
with Fulke, Chaderton, Dod, and others ; but tbe purpose 
of these was only to expound tbe scriptures. In 1695,* 
however, there were some warm disputes about points of 
Christian doctrine ; and wheu these* began at Cambridge 
Dr. Wbitaker had no inconsiderable share. Deeply rooted, 
says Mr. archdeacon Chnrton, in the principles of Cal*-' 
vinism, he is yet to be commended for his candour iu 
acknowledging, at the very time when the predestinarian 
dispute ran high,* that "these points* were not concluded 
and defined by public authority in our church.'* 

That controversy, however, appears to have cost him 
bis life. For coming up to London* with the five Lambeth 
articles, as they were called, and pursuing that business 
warmly, but without success, and having paid what proved 
to be a farewell visit at the deanery of St. PauPs, on hia 
return to Cambridge, fatigued and disappointed,' be fell 
sick, and within a fortnight diedfin the' forty -seventh year 
of his age, Dec. 4, 1595. Of the dignity of his person 
and eloquence of speech (besides innumerable allusions in* 
tbe verses on his death) we have evidence in tbe pointed 
appeal of Bishop Hall, who knew him well, to his corre- 
spondent Mr. Bedell, who also knew bim well : ** Who,'* 
says he, '^ever saw him without reverence, or heard him 
without wonder ?** Of bis unwearied industry and pro* 
fottn4 iearoing bia various works afford a pregoaot proof ; 
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lior w&e fais ebarity and haraility less conspicuous. When 
he lay on bis death-bed| and was told of the symptoms of 
his approaching dissolution, he said, *<Life or death is 
welcome to me ; and I desire not to live, but so far as I 
asay be serviceable to God and bis churcb.'* Galaker, who 
wrote his life, says, '' He was a man very personable, of a 
goodly presence, tall of stature, and upright ; of a grav6 
aspect, with black hair, and a ruddy complexion; a solid 
Judgment, a liberal mind, an affable disposition ; a mild, 
yet not remiss governor ; a contemner of money ; of a 
moderate diet; a life generally unblameable, and (that 
which added a lustre to all the rest) amidst all these endow- 
ments, and the respects of others, even the greatest, 
thereby deservedly procured, of a most meek and lowly 
spirit.** Wood says, he ** was one of the greatest men his 
eollege ever produced ; and the desire and love of the pre- 
sent times, and the ebvy of posterity, that cannot bring 
forth a paralleL" 

Dr. Whitaker was twice married, to ** women of good 
birth and note," and had eight children by them. Mis 
surviving wife, described as ready to lie-in when he ex^ 
pired, caused her child to be baptized on Dec 11, the 
day after her husband's funeral, by the name of Jabear, 
doubtless for the scriptural reason, '^ because," she said, 
** I bare him with sorrow." A few particulars of his> 
family may be seen in our authorities. Mr. Cburton, who 
has furnished much of the preceding information, in his 
excellent Life of dean Nowell, has also embellished that 
work with a fine portrait of Whitaker, and a view of the 
bouse in which he was born, now the property of the Rev* 
Thomas Dunham Whitaker, LL. D. Dr. Whitaker*s corpse 
had a public funeral, and was interred in the chapel of St. 
John^s college. 

His works, besides the ' translations already noticed, 
were, 1. ^* Answer to Edmund Campian his ten Reasons.*^ 
8. '* A defi^ce of his answer against John Durye." 3. ^' A 
irefiitation of Nicolas Saondershis Demonstration, whereby 
he would prove that the Pope is not Antichrist." 4. *^ A 
collection thereto added of ancient here&ies raked up again 
to make the popish apostacy." 9. ^*A thesis propounded 
and defended at the commencement in 1582, that the Pope 
is the Antichrist spoken of in Scripture.'* 6. ^ Answer to 
William Rainolds against the Preface to that against 8aun« 
ders in English." 7. ** A disputation concerning the 
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Scriptore against the Papists of tiiese times, partictilarlj 
BeUarmine and Stapleton." 8. ** A defence of the autbo^ 
rity of the Scriptures, against Thomas Stapleton his defence 
of the authority of the Church." 9. *^ Lectures on the 
Controversies concerning the Bishop of Rome.*' 10. ^* Leci- 
tares on the Controversie concerning the Ciiurch." 11. 
** Lectures on the' Controversie concerning Councils.'* 
12. '^ A treatise of Original Sin, against Stapleton's three 
former books of Justification." The last four articles were 
published after the author's death by John AUenson. 13^, 
**A lecture on I Tim. ii. 4. read on Feb. 27, 1594, before 
the earl of Essex, and other honourable persons," 14. 
'* Lectures concerning the Sacraments in general, and the 
Eucharist and Baptism in particular." This last was taken 
down by John Allenson, and published by Dr. Samuel 
Ward. Wbitaker's works were afterwards collected and 
published in Latin, at Geneva, in 1610, 2 vols. fol. * 

WHITBY (Daniel), a learned divine, but of unsteady 
character, was born in 1638, at Rushden, or Rusden, in 
Northamptonishire, and was in 1653 admitted of Trinity 
college, Oxford, of which he was elected a scholar in June 
1655. He took bis degreeof B. A. in 1657, and that of 
M. As in 1660. In 1664, he was elected fellow of bis 
college, and the same year he engaged in controversy wirh 
the popish writers, by publishing, 1. '* Romish Doctrines . 
not from the beginning : or a Reply to what S. C. (Sere* 
nus Cressy), a Roman catholick, hath returned to Dn 
■ Pierce's Sermon preached before his Majesty at Whitehall, 
Feb. 1, 1662, in vindication of our Church against the 
novelties of Rome," Lond. 4to. This was followed in 1668 
by another piece against Seijeant, entitled, 2. *' An Answer 
to Sure Footing, so far as Mr Whitby is concerned in it," &c. 
8vo. 3. '' An endeavour to evince the certainty of Christian 
Faith in general, and of the Resurrection of Christ in par- - 
ticolar." Oxford, 1671, 8vo. 4. <'A Discourse concern- 
ing the idolatry of the Church of Rome; wherein that 
charge is justified, and the pretended Refutation of Dr". 
Stillingfleet's Discourse is answered." London, 1674, 8vo. 
5. *^ The absurdity and idolatry of Host- Worship proved^ 
by shewing how it answers what is said in Scripture and 

> Life bj OaUker in Faller'g Abel R«>diviTa8.^CUrk>s Ecclegiattical Hit- 
tonr. — Melchior Adain.— Chnrton's Life of NoweM. — ^Strype's Whitgif^ p. 67^ 
•5S, 271, 353^ 370, 434, 459.— FHUer's WorthiM aod Holy Suue.— Brocket 
Varitani. 
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the Wrttiiipfs of the Fathers ; to shew the folly and idolatry 
conmitted in the worship of the Heathen Deities. Also a 
foil answer to all those pleas by which Papists woald wipe 
off the charge of Idolatry; and an Appendix against 
Transubstantiation ; with some reBections on a late Popish 
book, called, The Guide of Controversies/* London, 1679, 
8vo. 6. *' A Discourse concerning the Laws Ecclesiasti* 
cal and Civil made against Heretics by Popes, Emperors, 
and Kings, Provincial and General Councils, approved by 
the Church of Rome. Shewing, L What Protestant sub* 
jects may expect to suffer under a Popish Prince acting 
according to those Laws* IL That no Oath or Promise of 
such a Prince can give them any just security that he will 
not execute these laws upon them. With a preface against 
persecuting and destroying Heretics," London, 16S2, 4ta 
Reprinted at London, 1728, in 8vo, with an Introduction by 
bishop Kennet, who ascribes this piece to Dr. Maurice, 
but it was reclaimed by Dr. Whitby himself in his '< Twelve 
Sermons preached at the Cathedral of Sarum.*' 

Thus far Dr. Whitby had proceeded with credit to him* 
self, and with satisfaction to the church to which he be* 
longed, and the patron who had befriended him. Dn 
Seth Ward, bishop of Salisbury, who made him his chap- 
lain, and in Oct. 1668 collated him to the prebend of 
Yatesbury in that cathedral, and in November following 
to the prebend of Husborn Tarrant and Burbach.. He was 
also in September 1672 admitted precentor of the same 
church, about which time he accumulated the *degrees of 
B* D. and D« D. and was preferred to the rectory of Sti 
Edmund's church in Salisbury. But in 1682 he excited' 
general censure by the publication of, ** The Protestant 
Reconciler, humbly pleading for condescension to Dis- 
senting Brethren in things indifferent §nd unnecessary, for 
the sake of peace ; and shewing how unreasonable it is to 
tnake such things the necessary conditions of Communion. 
By a welt-wisher to the Church's Peace, and a Lamenter 
of her sad Divisions," Lend. 1683, in 8vo. What kind of 
work this was, will appear most clearly by his own decia* 
lation hereafter mentioned. It was published without his 
name, but be must have been soon discovered. The first 
opposition made to it was in the way of controversy, by 
various divines who answered it. Among these were, Lau- 
rence Womack, D. D. in his ^^ Suffiragium Protestantium : 
wherein our governors are justified in their impositions and 
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proceedings against Diisenters^ Meisner also, and tbe Vei^. 
diet reseaed from the cavils and seditions sophistry of the 
Protestant Reconciler," JLond« 1683, 8vo; David Jennei^ 
B. D. sometime of Cains college in Cambridge, afterwarda 
rector of Great Warley in fissex, prebendary of Saromi 
and chaplain to his majesty, in bis ''Bifrons: or anew 
discoveiy of Treason under the fair face and mask of Reli- 
gion, and of Liberty of Conscience, &c." Lond. 1683, 4to; 
the author of " An .avrakening Word to the Grand-jury 
men of the nation,*- Lond. 1683, 4to, to which is addedy 
** A brief companion between Dan. Whitby and Titos 
Oates : the first protected in bis virulence to sacred ma^ 
jesty by one or two of his &utors : the second punished for 
bis abuses of the king's only brother by the loyal chief- 
justice Jefferies. 'the first saved barmlest in many pre« 
ferments (three of which ace in one church of Sarum :) the 
second fined in mecey no more than 100,000/«" Samuel 
Thomas, M. A. in two pieces printed without his name^ 
viz. *< Animadversions upon a late treatise, entitled, the 
Protestant Reconciler,'* kt. Lond. 1683, 8vo, and ^ Re- 
marks on the Preface to the Protestant Reconciler, in a 
letter to a friend : dated February the 28th, 1682,'* LoniL 
1683, 4to. The author of the pamphlet entitled ^* Three 
Letters of Thanks to the Protesunt Reconciler. J . From 
the Anabaptists at Munster. 2. From the Congregaiiona 
in New England. 3. From the Quakers in Pensylvania.*^ 
It does not appear that Dr. Whitby made any replv to 
these; and the disapprobation of his book incieasea so 
much, that at length it was condemned by tbe universt^ 
of Oxford ill their congregation held July the 21st, 1683^ 
and burnt by the hands of the university-marshal in the 
Schools Quadrangle. Some passages, likewise, gave such 
offence to bishop }Vard, that he obliged our author to 
make a retractation, which he did in the following form : 
<< October the 9th, 1683. I Daniel Whitby, doctor of 
divinity, chanter of the church of Sarum, and rector of the 
parish church of St. Edmund's in she city and diocese of 
Sarum, having been tbe author of a book called ' The 
Protestant Reconciler,* which through want of prudence 
and deference to authority I have caused to be printed and 
published, am truly and heartily sorry for the same, and 
for any ^vil influence it hath had upon the Dissenters firom 
the Church of England establised by law, or others^ And 
yrbereas it containeth several passages, which I am eoiH 
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fineedia my conscsieiice are obpoxious to Che canonty and 
do reflect upon tbe go^ernorB of. the said church, I do 
liereby openly revoke and renoonce all irreverent and uih 
neet expresftioni contained therein, by which I have justly 
iocorred the censure or displeasure of my superiors. And 
furthermore, whereas these two propositions have been de* 
duced and concluded from the said book, viz. 1. That it is 
not lawful for superiors to impose any thing in the worship^ 
of God, that is not antecedently necessary ; 2. The dutyv 
of not offending a weak brother is inconsistent with all bu« 
man authority of making laws conceroing indifferent things : 
I do hereby openly renounce both the. said proppsitions^ 
being falser erroneous, and schismatical, and do revoke 
ami disclaim all tenets, positions, and assertions contained 
in the said book, from whence these positions can be in« 
ferred. And whereinsoever I have offended therein, I do 
heartily beg pardon of God and tbe church for the same.'*- 
This retractation is styled by one of bis biographers *' ao 
instance of human weakness," but it was of such weakoese 
as seems to have adhered to this divine throughout life^ for 
we shall soon find him voluntarily. retracting opinions of fac 
greater conse^ueuce. In the mean time he carried th^ 
same weakness so far, as to publish a second part of his 
^' Protestant Reconciler, earnestly persuading the Dissents 
ing Laity to join in full Communion with the Church of 
Eiigland; and answering all the objections of NonopUf 
fiarmisia against the lawfulness of their submission untotho 
rights atid constitutions of tha^ Church," . LiQud. i6l$3, 8vgu 
His next publications were two pamphlets in vindication ol 
^he revolution, and tbe oath of allegiance. He also pub-. 
}ished some more tracts on the popish controversy, and an 
excellent compendium of ethics* ^' Ethices compendiuiy 
in usam academics jiiventutis," Oxford,. 1684, 12mo^ 
which has often been reprinted and used as a text-book* 
In 1691 be)>ubiished <^A Discooote concerning the truth 
and certainty of the Chisslian faith« from tbe extraordinarj^ 
gifts and operations of the Holy Gbost^ vquQlia^ied to tbi^ 
Apostles and primitive professors, pf that faith." 
• . His mostvimportaot publication was his ^< Parpphrase and 
comnsentary on the New Testament," which ^ppe9red ii> 
1703, 2 vols. foU and was the fruit of fifteen years ^tudyi 
He published afterwards.tho following pieces as a ^sequel to^ 
or connected with his commentary :. '^ Additional ^pnotar 
iions to the New Testament ;" with seyen discoucsess and 
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M Appendix, entitled ^'Esaiiien ▼•mnthioi Lecfionoife 
Jobannis MiUii in Notum TesUmcntuoi ;'' or, ^^ An £xa» 
minalion of the varioiM readings in Dr. Mill's New Testa^r 
ment;'* *'The necestitj and usefolness of the Cfariatiaa 
Revelalion, by reason of the corraptions of the principlaa 
of natural religion among Jews and HeatheoV London^ 
1705, 8vo ;'* Reflections on some assertions and opiniona 
of Mr. Dodwelly contained in a book entitled < An £pia« 
tolaty discourse proving from the Scriptore and first fathers^ 
that the soul is a principle naturally morul. Shewing the 
falsehood and the pernicious consequences of them. To 
which is added an answer to a pamphlet^ entitled, some 
passages in Dr. Whitby's paraphrase and annotations on 
the New Testament contrary to Scripture and the received 
Doctrine of the Church of Eogland," London, 1707, Svo« 
• He now published hi« refutations of Calvinism, fifst, 
** Four Discourses, shewing, I. Ttet the Apostle's wocda, 
Bomana the ninth, have no relation to any personal £lec«- 
lion or Reprobation. II. That the Election mentioned in 
St. Paul's Epistle to the Gentiles is only that of the Gen- 
tiles to be God's Church and People. IIL That these two 
assertions of Dr. John Edwards, viz. 1 . That God's fore-* 
knowledge of future contingi^noies depends on his decree^ 
and that he foreknows them, because be decreed them : 
4. That God did from all eternity decree the commissioa 
of all the eins in the world: are false, blasphemous, and 
render God the author of sin. IV. Being a Vindication of 
my Annotations from the Doctor's cavils.^ To which is 
added, as an appendix, a abort answer to the Doctor's dis- 
eourie concerning the fixed term of human life,*' London, 
1710, evo. And secondlyf ^^ A Discu>urse oonceming, 1« 
The true import of the words Election and Reprobation ; 
and the things signified by them in the Holy Scriptarea« 
0. The Extent of Christ's Redemption. 3. The Grace of 
God : where it is inquired, whether it be voocfaaafed soffit 
eiently to those who improve it not, and irresistibly to 
those who do improve it ; and whether m&k be wholly pas-> 
sive in the work of their regeneration ? 4. The Liber^ of 
the Will in a State of Trial and Probation. 5. The Per- 
severance or Defectibility of the Saints : with some mSUo^ 
tions on the state of the Heathens, the Providence and 
Prescience of God," London, 1710, evo. 

Some extracts from the preface to this work will shew 
by wbat process Dn Whitby was led to. those cbaoges of 
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cl^nioDy wbicb ended at last in a denial of all he 4iad writ* 
teo on many other iniponant points. It is a curious pro- 
eess, and not, we are afraid^ peculiar to htm only. In this 
Prefiice-be olnerves, *' That virhat moved him narrowly to 
search into the principal of the Calvinistical Doctrines, 
eq>eciaUy that of the imputation of Adam's sin to all bis 
posterity, was the strange consequences which attended 
it. After some years study he met with one who seemed 
lo be a Deist ; and telling him, that there were arguments 
•afficient to prove the truth of the Christian Faith and of 
the Holy Scriptures, the other scornfully replied, < Yes, 
and you will prove your doctrine of the imputation of ori* 
gtaal sin from the same Scripture;* intimating that he 
thought that doctrine, if contained in it, sufficient to in- 
validate the truth and authority of the Scripture. The ob*> 
jectton of this Deistical person our author reduces into this 
form : the troth of the Holy Scripture can no otherwise ba 
proved to any one who doubts it, but by reducing him to 
some absurdity, or the denial of some avowed principle of 
reason ; but the doctrine of the imputation of Adam's sin 
ao all his posterity, so as to render them obnoxious to 
God'^s wrath and eternal damnation, seems as contrary to 
the common reason of mankind as any thing can be, and 
so contains as strong an areumeut against the truth of 
Scripture, if it be contained in it, as any that can be 
c^flbred for it. Upon this account our author searched far- 
ther into the places usually aliedged to confirm that doc* 
trine, and upon inquiry found them fairly capable of other 
interpretations. One doubt remained still, whether anti* 
quity did not give sufirage to this doctrine; and though 
Vossius roundly asserts this, yet oiir author upon inquiry 
found, that ail the passages, which be had collected^ were 
eitfaer impertinent or at least insufficient to prove his paint» 
And having made a collection of these matters, our author 
finished a treatise of < Original Sin- in Latin about twenty 
jrears before, though he did not think proper to publish it. 
He cells us likewise, that he discoursed aoother tirtie with 
a pbysiciany who was of opinion, that there was some 
eauie to doubt of the truth of Scripture, because it seems 
piatnly to deliver the doctrine of * absolute Election' and 
Reprobation' in the 9th chapter of the Epistle to the Rx>4 
mans; which doctrine is attended with niore absurdities than 
can be charged on them who question the trutliof the 
», aund seems as repugnant to the common notions 
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whkli mankind have received of the divine jaAiee, aood» 
nest, and sincerity, as even the sayings that God consider^ 
iDg man *■ in massft perdit&,' as lost in Adam, may delude 
bim with false mtraoies, seems repugnant to bit tnithb 
And reading in Mr. DodweU that bold -stroke, that St. 
Paul being bred a Pharisee, spake in that chapter <ez 
neme Pbariseomroy' according to the doctrine of the Pfaa* 
risees concerning fate,- which they borrowed from the 
stoics; this gave our author occasion to ser himself to make 
the best and exactest search be could into the sense of the 
Apostle in that chapter ; and the best help he had to attain 
to the sense of tiiat chapter, which he has given in his 
^ Paraphrase,* he received from a manuscript of Dn Simon 
Patrick, bishop of Ely. Thence he went on toexamipe all 
that was urged in favour of these doctrines from the Scrip-^ 
toresb It was no small confirmation to him of ^he places 
vauftlly produced, and which be rescued from the adver- 
saries of the doctrine be contends for ; first, that he firand, 
that he still sailtxl with the stream of antiquity, seeing only 
Bt. Austin with his two boatswains Prosper and FuIgentiiM 
hogging hard against it, and often driven back into it by 
Chestrong current of Scripture, reason, aed cemmoe sense: 
seeondlj^ that he observed, that the heretics of oM used 
many dT the same texts of Scripture to the same purposea 
as the Decretalists do at present. And thirdly, that the 
Valentinians, Marcionites, Basilidians, Manichees, PrisciU 
lianists, and other heretics were condemned. by the ancient 
ebaro[Mons of the church upon the same accounts, and Uom 
the same Scriptures and reasons^ which he now uses against 
the Decretalists.'' 

Having proceeded thus far, with the reputation of au 
ertbodox Armihian, and an able opponent of Calvinism, he 
bad one step farther to go. When be wrote bis Commeo- 
tary on the New Testament, the study ef fifteen years be- 
stowed on that work had discovered nothing to him to 
shake his belief in the doctrine of the Trinity ; but wbaft 
fifteen years could not do, as many days were sufficient to 
effect in the present fluctuating state of his opinions ; for 
immediately on the appearance of Dr, Clarke's '* Scripture 
Doctrine of the Trinity,'* Whitby became a decided Ariaui 
and published, but in Latin, a treatise to prove, <* that the 
controversies raised about the Trinity could not be cer- 
tainly determined from fathers, councils, or catholic tra* 
dition ;" and a discourse^ d^ewing^, that the expoiitioii 
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wbiob tbe ante«ITicetie fatbeni hme given of the texts al- 
leged against tbe |^v. Mr. Clarke by % learned layman 
(Mr. NeUon), are move agreeable tp tbe interpretation of 
Dr. CUrke (ban to the interpmtetiona of tbat learned lay- 
man." On thb aiibgect be bad a short coptroversy with 
Dr. WmerJand. In these senticnents Dr. Whitby'remained 
10 tbe last; as may be seen by the following extract from 
the preface to bis " Last Thoughts.** << An exact scrutiny 
iBto things doth often produce conviction, that those thingt 
which we once judged to be rights were, after a more di- 
ligent inquiry into truth, found to be otherwise ; and 
truly,*' says Dr. Whitby, '^ I am not ashamed to say, thi$ 
is my case ; for when I wrote my Commentaries on tbe 
New Testament^ I went on (too hastily, I own,) in the 
common beaten road of other reputed orthodox divines ; 
conceiving, that the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, in one 
complex nation, wete one and the same God, by virtue of 
tbe same individual essence communicated from the Father. 
This confused notion, I am now fully convinced, by the ar- 
guments I have offered here, and in the second part of my 
reply to Dr. Waterland, to be a thing impossible, and full 
of gross absurdities and contradictions.** 

After having thus determined, tbat the majoritv of bis 
bretbrot were believers in *' gross absurdities and contra* 
dictions,** w» are not surprised to find him publishing some^ 
pamphlets in defence of Hoadly, in the Bangorian con- 
troversy. His last work, but which be did not live to see 
peblisbedy was that just mentioned, under tbe title of 
** Tbe last Thoughts of Dr. Whitby, containing his cor- 
rection of several passages in his Commentary on the New 
Testament To which are added five Discourses,** pub- 
lished by his express order; and with an account of his 
life, drawn up by Dr. Sykes, principally from the 'Athens^ 
Oxonienses*.** It is in this work tbat he retracts all be bad 
irritten in support of the doctrine of the Trinity ; and ap- 
peals ** to the searcher of hearts,** and calls God to wit- 
ness, /* whether he had hastily or rasbly departed from the 
comooon opinion/' &c. 

Dr. Whitby died March 24, 1726, aged eighty*eight 
years* It is said, that he preached the day before, at St; 
£dmond*s church. How he conducted the service of the 
church, after changing his opinions, we are not told. 
Wood, who lived till 1695, gives his character in the fol- 
lowing words : *' He is a person very w«ll read in tbe fa* 
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tbers, and in polemical divinity, especialFy as to the main 
partthereofi which is directed againsti papists. He hath 
been all along so wholly devoted to his severer studies, that 
he hath scarcely ever allowed himself leisure to mind any 
of those mean and trifling worldly concerns, wbicti admi- 
nister matter of gain, pleasure, reach, and canning. Also 
he hath not been in the least tainted with those too much 
now«a-day8 practised arts of fraud, cozenage, and deceit.'*- 
He was upwards of fifty when Wood gave this good cha* 
racter of him ; to which Dr. Sykes adds, ^* that he was in 
stature short and very thin, had a tenacious memory, even 
to the last, and always closely applied himself to his studies; 
that he was ever strangely ignorant of worldly affairs, even 
to a degree that is scarcely to be conceived ; and that he 
was easy, affable, pious, devout, and charirable." 

He published more pieces than we have enumerated, 
and some volumes of sermons. Of all his works his <^ Com* 
mentary" only is now in reputation, being generally joined 
with those of Patrick and Lowth, to form a series of com- 
mentaries on the whole of the Bible. His work on the Five 
Points has likewise been reprinted more than once. ^ 

WHITE (Gilbert), an English divine, and very inge-« 
nious naturalist, was the eldest son of Johnr White of Sel- 
borne, in Hampshire, esq. and of Anna, the daughter of 
the rev. Tliomas |lolt, rector of Streatham, in Surrey. He 
was born at Selborne, July 1^, 1720, a^d received bis 
school education at Basingstoke, under the rev. Thomas 
Warton, vicar of that place, and father of those two dis- 
tinguished characters. Dr. Joseph, and Mr. Thomas War- 
ton. In Dec. 1739, he was admitted of Oriel college, Ox- 
ford, and took his degree of B. A^ in 1743. In March 
1744 he was elected fellow of his college. He became 
M. A. in Oct. 1746', and was admitted one of the senior 
proctors of the university in April 1752. Being of an un- 
ambitious temper, and strongly attached to the charms of 
rural scenery, be early fixed his residence in bis native 
village, where, he spent the greater part of his life in lite- 
rary occupations, and especially in the study of nature. 
This he followed with patient assiduity, and a mind ever 
open to the lessons of piety and benevolence, which such 
a study is so well calculated to afford. Though several 

V Ath. Ox. Tot 11.— Life preSxed to bis ** Lait Tboogbt*."— 0«o. DicLr- 
Biog. BiiU— Burnet's 0#ii Times.— Bircb'sTiilotson.—JOuiiey's Life of Syket, 
p. 163. ' 
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occa»k>OB offered of settling upon a college living, he could 
never penuade bimseif to quit the beloved spot, wbicb is, 
indeed^ a peculiarly bappj^ situation for an observer. He 
was mncb esteemed by a select society of intelli(/ent and 
worthy friends, to whom he paid occasional visits. Thus 
bis days passed, tranquil and serene, with scarcely any 
other vicissitudes than those of the seasons, till they closed 
at a mature age ou June 26, 1793, 

Mr. White is known to the learned world by a very ele« 
gant publication *^ The Natural History and Antiquities of 
Selborne, id the county of Southampton. In a series of 
letters to thebon. Datnes Harrington and Thoinas Pennant, 
esq.^' 1789,'4to. Mr. White's idea of parochial history was^ 
that it should consist of natural productions and occur- 
rences, as well as antiquities. He has accordingly directed 
his atteption to the former, and from a long series of ob« 
servations made and repeated with care and skill, has en- 
larged our knowledge of natural history, and may be con* 
aidered as no unequal successor of Ray and Derham. At 
the same time he has not neglected the antiquities of hit 
favourite village, and in his history of the priory of SeU 
borne baa proved himself a very able antiquary. What 
renders the book more valuable than works of this kind ge- 
nerally are, is that it consists principally, if not entirely, 
of original matter, or information derived from records to 
which the public have no access. In 1713 a new edilioti 
of this work was published in a splendid form, with const* 
derable additions, and the above bqef memoir of the au* 
thor's life.^ 

WHITE (Henry Kirke), an amiable and ingenious poet^ 
untimely snatched from tbe world, was the second son of 
John and Mary White, and was born at Nottingham, March 
21, 1785. From his third until his fifth year be learned to 
read at the school of a Mrs. Garrington, who had the good 
sense to perceive his extraordinary capacity, and spoke of 
what it promised with confidence. At a very early age his 
love of reading was decidedly manifested, and was a paa* 
sion to which every thing else gave way. When about sis 
years old, be was placed under the rev. John Blancbard, 
who kept at that time the best school in Nottingham, aud 
here he learned, writing, arithmetic, and French. When 
he was about eleven^ he one day wrote a separate theme 

* Life, M dhore. 
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for every boy in the cUsb, whidi ccnuistocl of akmf iwe\f€ 
or fourteen. The master said he had never known them 
write so well upon any subject J^efore, and could not refrain 
from expressing his , astonishment at young White's. It 
was considered as a great thing for him to be at so good a 
school) yet there were some circumstances which lemkrei) 
it less advantageous to him than it might have been. Mrs; 
White had not yet overcome her husband's intentioO of 
breeding him up to his own business (that of a butcher), 
and by an arrangement which took up too much of his 
time^ one whole day in the week, and his leisure hours on 
the others, were employed in carrying the butcher's basket. 
Some differences at length arose between bis father and 
Mr. Blancbard, in consequence of which Henry was re-^ 
moved. It is remarkable that one of the ushers, when he 
came to receive the money due for tuition, represented to 
Mrs. White, either from stupidity or malice, what an in- 
corrigible son she had, and that it was impossible to 
make the lad do any thing. This unfavourable impnes-^ 
sion, however, was soon removed by a Mr. Shipley, under 
whose care he was next placed, and who having discovered 
that he was a boy of quick perception, and very admiriU>le 
talents, came with joy to relieve the anxiety and painful 
suspicions of his family. But while his school-masters 
were complaining that they conld make nothing of bim^ 
be discovered what nature had made him, and wrote satires 
upon them. These pieces were never shewn to any, ex- 
cept his most partict^iar friends, who say that . they were 
pointed and severe, and it appears that he afterwards de- 
stroyed them. 

About this time his mother was induced, by the advice 
of several friends, to open a lady's boarding and day-school 
at Nottingham, her eldest daughter having previously 
been a teacher in one for some time. In this she suc- 
ceeded beyond her most sanguine expectations, and Hen- 
ry's home comforts were thus materially increased, though 
bis family being still unable to give him an education suited 
to his talents, it was determined to breed him up to the 
hosiery trade. He was accordingly placed, at the age of 
fourteen, in a stocking-loom ; but to this he had the greatest 
aversion, and his repeated remonstrances at length con- 
vinced bis mother that h6 had a mind destined for nobler 
pursuits than the shining and folding up of stockings. He 
was consequently fixed in the office of Messrs. Coldham 
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^nd Ehfield, attornies and town-clerks af Nottinghaidw As 
BO premiuin could be given with him be was ei^ged to 
serve two years before be was articled, so that though be 
entered this office when be was Sfteeni be was not articled 
till the commencement of 1 802. He now, at the suggestion 
ef bis employersi acquired at bis leisure hours some know- 
ledge of Latin and of Greek. He also made himsel/ • 
lolerable Italian scholar, and gained some acquaintance 
with both the Spanish and Portuguese. Among his occa-« 
Mooal pursuits also were chenaistry, astronomy, electricity, 
and music ; but the law was his first object, to which bis 
papers shew be had applied himself wilb such industry, as, 
to make it wonderful that be' could have found time, busied 
as bis days were, for any thing else. 
• At a very early age, indeed soon after be was taken from 
school, be was ambitious of being admitted a member of a 
literary society then existing at Nottingham, but was ob- 
jiected to on account of his youth. After repeated attempts, 
and repeated failures, be succeeded in bis wish, through 
the exertioas of some of his friends ; and in a very short 
time, to the great surprise of the society, proposed to giv« 
them a lecture, and the society, probably from curiosity^ 
acceded to the proposal. The next evening tbey as-* 
sembled, when be lectured upon genius^ and spoke ex-« 
tempore for above two hours, in such a manner, that be 
received the unanimous thanks of the society, and they 
elected him their professor of literature. Tii^e are cer* 
tain courts at Nottingham in which it is necessary for an 
attorney to plead ; and be wished to qualify himself for att 
eloquent speaker, as well as a sound lawyer. 

Although assiduoiis in the study of his profession, he 
began now to be ambitious of an university education, that 
be might fit himself for the church. This did not proceed 
from any dislike to his profession, but a deafness, to which 
he had always been subject, and which appeared to grow 
progressively worse, and threatened to preclude all possi* 
bility of advancement.' Another reason is assigned by has 
biographer, that his opinions, which had at one time in- 
clined to Deism, bad now taken a strong devotional turn. 
He bad about this time written several poems in some of 
the literary journals, which were much admired by men of 
acknowledged taste, and their encouragement induced him 
to prepare a little volume of them for the press. It wafr 
hope that this publication might either by the J!ucces» 
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of its sale, or the notice which it might excite^ a0bf)A tk* 
means to prosecute his studies at college. It appettra^ 
accordingly in 1803. . i « 

The success of this volume appears to have been by no 
means adequate to its merits', and the author met with 
many other impediments and dtsappointments before hia 
. object was attained. At length Mr. Dashwood, a cleigy-* 
man then residing at Nottingham, obtained for him an iii*^ 
troduction to Mr. Simeon, of King^s coUege, Cambridge ; 
and with this he was induced to go to Cambridge, hie 
masters having previously consented to give up the .rer 
mainder of his time. Mr. Simeon, from the recommenda«< 
tion which he received, and from the conversatioQ be had 
with him, promised to procure for him a sizar's place at 
St. John's college, and, with the additional aid of a frieDd^ 
to supply him with 30/. annually. His brotber, Nevilla 
White, promised twenty ; and his mother, it was hopedy 
would be able to allow fifteen or twenty more. With tU^ 
it was thought, he could go through college. 

He quitted bis employers in October i804« Mr. SimeoB 
had advised him to degrade for a year, and place himself 
during that time, under some scholar. He went accord^t 
ingly^to the rev« Mr. Grainger, of Wtnteriiigfaam, in Lia«c 
colnshire, and there, notwithstanding all the iutreatiea.oC 
his friends, pursued such an unintermtttiog course of studyt 
as greatly injured bis delicate and already undermined 
constitution^' He frequently at this time studied fourteea 
hours a day ; the progress which he made in twelve motitba 
was indeed astonishing ; for when he went to Cambrtdgia 
he was immediately as much distinguished for his claasieal 
knowledge as his genius ; but the steds of death were in 
bim, and the place to which he had so long .looked witli 
hope, served unhappily as a hot-house to ripen 'theos^ 
During his first term, one of the university scholarships 
became vacant, and Henry, young as be was in coUegpe^- 
and almost self-taught, was advised by those who were best 
able to estimate his chance of success, to offer himself aa 
a competitor for it.- He passed the whole term in prepa- 
ring for this, but his strength sank under the intensenesa 
of his studies, and he was compelled to decline; and this was 
not the only misfortune. The general college examina^* 
tion came on*; he «^as utterly unprepared to meet it ; and 
believed that a failure here would have ruined his pre^ 
specks for ever. He had only about a fortoight to read 
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viltaLt other men had been the whole term reading. Once 
more he exerted himself beyond what his shattered health 
eoald bear : the disorder returned, and he went to his tmot 
Mr. Cattoo with tears in his ^yes, and told him that he 
eould not go into the hall lo be examined. Mr. Catton, 
however, thought his success here of so much importance, 
that he exhorted him> with all possible earnestness, to hold 
out the six days of the examination. Strong medicines 
were given him, to enable him to support it, and he was 
pronounced the first man of his year. But life was the price 
which he was to pay for such honours as this. As he suc- 
ceeded in gaining approbation, he became fartherstimulated 
to studious exertions far beyond his strength, and when be 
returned to college in 1806, he was no longer a subject for 
medicine. His mind also was worn out, and it was the 
opinion of his medical attendants, that if he had recovered, 
his intellect would have been affected, tn this state he 
died, Oct. 19, 1806, in the twenty*first year of his age. 

Some notice of a young man, so extraordinary for ge- 
nius and piety, could not be omitted in a, work of this kind ; 
yet with the best materials in our hands (his life by Mr. 
Southey) we found it impossible to give any abridgment 
that would, or indeed ought to be satisfactory. The pre- 
sent imperfect sketch, however, will not be wholly useless, 
if it detect but one reader ignorant of such a publication as 
^ The Remains of Henry Kirke White." We can other-; 
wise have no occasion to recommend what has got such 
bold of the public mind, that after five or six large editions, 
there is still an encreasing deiband. It is perhaps the most 
interesting biographical, epistolary, and poetical collection 
that has appeared for many years, and while it excites the 
warmest emotions of pity and sympathy, is equally calcu- 
lated to convey instruction of the highest order. * 

WHITE, or WHYTE (John), bishop of Winchester, 
the son of Robert White, of Farnham in Surrey, and 
born there in 1511. He was educated at Winchester 
school, and thence removed to New college, Oxford, of 
which he became perpetual fellow in 1527. lu 1534 he 
eompleted his degrees in arts, and being esteemed for his 
classical knowledge, was about that time appointed master 
of Winchester school. He was soon after made warden of 
Winchester college, and appears to have been principally 
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instrumental in sa?ing it, when the adjoining college of 8t 
Elizabeth, the site of which be pjurcbased, and so many 
others, were utterly destroyed. He was in 1551 promoted 
to the rectory of Cheyton in that neighbourhood ; bat in 
the preceding year, being suspected of corresponding with 
persons abroad, who opposed king Edward's proceedings, 
be was examined by the council, and committed to the 
tower. After continuing some months in confinemef^t, he 
pretended compliance with the reformed religion, and was 
set at liberty. Such is Strype^s account ; but the historian 
of Winchester says that he lay in prison till the reign of 
queen Mary. However this may be, it is certain that on 
her accession, he was in such favour, as a zealous Koman 
Catholic, that she promoted him in 1 554 to the bishopric of 
Lincoln. In the following year he was incorporated D. D» 
at Oxford, and in 1557 was translated to the see of Win- 
chester, which, on account of his predilection for his na* 
tive county, appears to have been the object of his wishes. 
This dignity, however, was granted him upon condition of 
his paying 1000/. yearly, out of the revenue of his see, to 
cardinal Pole, who complained that the temporalities of 
Canterbury (of which be was then archbtsbop) were so 
rained by his predecessor, that he could not live in a man* 
ner suitable to his rank. 

On the accession of queen Elizabeth, bishop White was 
deprived of his dignity, generally because he retained his 
attachment to the popish religion, but more particularly for 
hb open contempt of the queen and the queen's authority, 
on two remarkable occasions. The first was, when ap* 
pointed to preach queen Mary's funeral sermon, or oration. 
His text was, ** Wherefore I praised the dead, which are 
already dead, more than the living which are yet alive,** 
Eccles. iv. 2. In this sermon, after exhausting his powers 
.of oratory in celebrating bis saint of a mistress, whose knees 
he affirn>ed were hard with kneeling, he burst into a flood 
of tears. Then, recovering himself, he said, *^ She has lefit 
a sister to succeed her, a lady of great worth also, whom 
we are now bound to obey, for fnelior est cants vwus k&ne 
mortuo (better is a live dog than a dead lion), and I hope 
so shall reign well and prosperously over us, but I must 
still say with my text, laudavi moriitos magis quam vivenits 
(I praised the dead more than the living), for certain it is 
Maria optimam partem elegit (Mary hath chosen the better 
part).** It is easy to suppose that queen Elizabeth would 
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oot be much pleased with these complimentary innoehdos., 
The other offence was of a more serious nature, for at thm 
puhlic disputation in Westminster Abbey, with 9ome of the 
reformers in \55Sf he even threatened the queen with ex- 
communication. He was therefore committed to the tower 
in 1559, after he had appeared in public^ though deprived, 
in his pontifical vestments. His health afterwards declin- 
ing, he was released, and permitted to retire to his sister^s 
bouse at South Warnborough, where he died Jan. 1 1, 1560, 
and Was interred, agreeably to his will, in Winchester ca* 
thedral. 

White was a benefactor to both Wykeham's colleges, 
and was a man of learning and eloquence, and no inelegant 
Latin poet, as appears by his '^ Diacosio-roartyrion, sive 
ducentorum virorum testimonia de veritate corporis et san- 
guinis Christi in eucharista, adversus Petrum Martyrem,*' 
Lond. 1553, 1554, 4to. He was the author also of ^* Epi- 
grammatum lib. I." ** Carmina in matrimon. Philippi Re- 
gis, cum Maria Regina Anglife,*' (See HoUngshed's Chron. 
in. 1 120} ; and the memorable ** Sermon preached at the 
funeral of queen Mary, Dec. 13, 1558," a MS. now in the 
British Museum, and printed in Strype's Memorials, but 
from an incorrect copy. There are many of his orations, 
&c. preserved in Fox's Acts and Monuments. ^ 

WHITE (John), a nonconformist lawyer, and commonly 
called, from his principal publication, Century White, was 
the son of 'Henry White of Heylan in Pembrokeshire, where 
he was born June 29, 1590. He was educated in grammar 
learning at home, and about 1607 entered of Jesus college, 
Oxford, and after studying there between three and four 
years, went to the Middle Temple, and in due time was 
admitted to the bar, was summer reader 17 Car. I. and 
at length a bencher of that society. While a barrister he 
was much employed by the puritans in the purchase of im- 
propriations, which were to be given to those of their own 
party ; for which he received such a censure in the stai- 
chamber, as served to confirm the aversion he had already 
conceived against the hierarchy. In 1640, he was chosen 
member of parliament for the borough of Southwark, 
joined in all the proceedings which led to the overthrow of 
the church, was appointed chairman of the committee for 

> Tanner.— Bale.— Piti. — Atb. Ox. toI. 1. mew edit.— Strype's Craomer, p. 
935, SS0rS71.^WarUn>s Lif* •£ Sir Tbonus Fop6, p. 837.— Milner's Hist, ef 
Wiochciter* 
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religion^ and a member of the assembly of divines* lie 
did not however live to see the consequences of all those 
measures, but, as Wood says, ^* very unwillingly submitted 
to the stroke of death," Jan. 29, 1644-5, and was buried in 
the Temple church. A marble stone was afterwards placed 
pver his grave, with these lines, 

** Here lyeth a John^ a burning shining lights 
His name, life, actions, were all Whiti.** 

Wood, who has accumulated all the party scandal of the 
day against White» some of which, for aught we know, may 
be true, informs ua that two of his speeches only were pub- 
lished, and a pamphlet called <* The Looking-glass :*' but 
his most curious publication was that entitled *^ The First 
Century of scandalous, malignant Priests, made and ad- 
mitted into benefices by the Prelates, in whose hands the 
ordination of ministers and government of the church hath 
been ; or a narration of the causes for which the Parliament 
hath ordered the se<}uestration of the beneBces of several 
ministers complained of before them, for vitiousnesse of 
life, errors in doctrine, contrary to the articles of our re- 
ligion, and for practising and pressing superstitious innova- 
tions againt law, and for nmlignancy against the parliament,'* 
1643, 4to. Neal says this was published in order to *' si- 
lence the clamours of the royalists, and justify the severe 
proceedings of the (parli)imentary) committees;** but it will 
pot be thought any very convincing justification of these 
committees, that, out of eight thousand clergymen whom 
they ejected from their livings, about an hundred might be 
found who deserved the punishment. And even this is a 
great proportion, for out of this hundred, it is evident that 
a considerable number suffered for what was called mal^^ 
nancj/j another name for loyalty. White promised a se« 
cond century, but either waa not able to find auficieot ma- 
terials, or waa dissuaded by his perty^ who did not appmvt 
of such a collection of scandal. ' 

WHITE (JoBnK a puriun divioet end, Woojl says, 
usually called the Patrurch of Poecbbstbi» waa bom 
in the latter end of December, 1574, at Stanton St JobD^ 
in Oxfordshire. He waa sent for education to Wincheater 
school, and after two yeara of probation, waa admitted per- 
petual fellow of New college, Ozfordy in 1595. Here he 

1 Aih. Ox. vol. U.-^Keal't Bnt. fl tbs ^vriltMi, ud 0m^ 
voi.^ U. of ili»t work.— Walker't 8«illin|s si Iks Ckf|v. 
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took his degrees in arts, was admitted into holy orders, and 
became a nrequent pi*eacher iO| or near Oxford. In 1606 
Jie became rector of Trinity church, Dorchester, in the 
cdunty of Dorset, where in the course of his ministry he 
expounded the whole of the scripture, and went througrh 
about half of it a second time, having, says Wood,^^ an ex- 
-cellent faculty in the clear and solid interpreting of it/' 

About 1624, Mr. White, with some of his friends, pro- 
jected the new colony of Massachusetts in New England, 
and, after surmounting many difficulties, succeeded in ob- 
uiuing a patent. The object was to provide a settlement 
or asylum for those who could not conform to the church 
discipline and ceremonies. He himself appears to have 
been inclined to the same disaffection, and is said to have 
been in 1630 prosecuted by archbishop Laud in the high 

• commission court for preaching against Arminianism and 
the ceremonies. But as no account exists of the issue of 
this trial, or of bis having been at all a sufferer upon this 
account, it is more probable, or at least as probable, that 
Wood is right, who tells us that he conformed as well after, 
as before, the advancement of Laud. Afterwards indeed 
he was a sufferer during the rage of civil war ; for a party 
of horse in the neighbourhood of Dorchester, under the 
command of prince Rupert, plundered his house, and car- 
ried away his library. On this occasion be made his escape 
to London, and was made minister of the Savoy. In 1640 
b€^ .was appointed one of the learned divines to assist in a 
committee of religion, appointed by the House of Lords ; 
and in 1643 was chosen one of the Westminster assembly 

. of divines. In 1646 he was appointed to succeed the ejected 

,][>r.Featley as rector of Lambeth, and the doctor^s library 
was committed to his care, until his own should be returned 
which was carried away by prince Rupert's soldiers. In 
;i647 be waa.oflfered the wardenship of New college, but 

.. . r,efused it, ai^d a^ soon as he could, returned to his people 
at Dorchester, for whom be had the greatest affection, and 
..where he had passed the happiest of his days, being a man 

. q{ great z^al, activity, and learning, and, as Wood allows, 
a ** most moderate pvii;^tan." Fuller says, ** he was a con- 

, stant preacher, ^nd by his wisdom and ministerial labours, 

. Dorchester was much ehrichied with knowledge, piety, and 
industry.** . He died thiere suddenly, July 21, 1648, in the 
seventy-second year of his age. His works are but few, I. 
.<* A comneatary open the first three chapters of Genesis/' 
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1656, foL 9. '^A way to the tree of lifei disoorered » 
suodry directions for the profitable reading of the Scrip- 
tures/' &c. 1647, 8to. 3. '* A digression concerning the 
morality of the Fourth commandment/' printed with the 
preceding. He published also a few sermons. * 

WHITE (Joseph), an eminent Oriental scholar, canoo 
of Christ Church, Regius professor of Hebrew, and Laudian 
professor of Arabic in the university of Oxford, was 
born in 1746, of parents in low circumstances in Glouces* 
ter, where his father was a journeyman-^weaver, and brought 
up his son to the same business. Being however a sensible 
man, he gave him what little learning was in his power at 
one of the cbarity*schools at Gloucester. This excited a 
thirst for greater acquisitions in the young man, who em- 
ployed all the time he could spare in the study of such 
books as fell in his way. His attainments at length attracted 
the notice of a neighbouring gentleman of fortune, who 
tent him to the university of Oxford, where he was entered 
of Wadham college. He took the degree of M. A. Feb. 19, 
1773; and about that time engaged in the study of the 
Oriental languages, to which he was induced by the partiv 
cular recommendation of Dr. Moore, afterwards archbishop 
of Canterbury. He. had before acquired a tolerable share 
of Hebrew learning, by which his progress in the other 
Oriental languages was greatly facilitated. In 1775, he 
was appointed archbishop Laud's professor of Arabic ; on 
entering upon which office he pronounced a masterly ora« 
tion, which was soon afterwards printed with the title of 
« De Utilitate Ling. Arab, in Studiis Theologicis, Oratio 
babita Oxoniis in Schol& Linguarumy vii Id. Aprilis, 1775," 
4to. He was at this time fellow of his college, being 
elected in 1774. In 1778, Mr. White printed the Syriac 
Philoxenian version of the Four Gospels (the MS. of which 
Dr. Gloster Ridley had given to New college), entitled, 
** Sacrorum Evangeliorum Versio Syrtaca Philoxeniana, ex 
Codd. MSS. Ridleianis in Bibl. Coll. Nov. Oxon. repositis, 
niinc primiimedita, cum Interpretatione et Annotationibus 
Josephi White,*' &c. 2 vols. 4to. On November 15, 1778, 
be preached a very ingenious and elegant sermon before 
the university, which was soon afterwards printed, under 
the title of '^ A revisal of the English translation of the Old 
Testament recommended. To which is added, some ac« 

1 Alb. Oi« ¥•!. U.— Fuller's Worthief.^3cook's Liretof the PiiriUiii. 
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count of an antient Sjriac traDsIation of great part of Ori« 
gen's Hexaplar edition of the LXX, lately discovered in 
the Ambrosiau Library at Milan/* 4to, ^ About this time be 
was appointed one otthe preachers at Whitehall chapeL 
Id 1779, he took the degree of bachelor of divinity; and 
in the same year published "A Letter to the bishop of 
London, suggesting a plan for a new edition of the 
LXX ; to which are added, Specimens of some inedited 
versions made from the Greek, and a Sketch of a Chart 
of Greek MSS/' In 1780, Mr. While published, *< A Spe- 
cimen of the Civil and Military Institutes of Timour, or 
Tamerlane; a work written originally by that celebrated 
Conqueror in the Mogul language, and since translated 
into Persian. Now first rendered from the Persian into 
English, from a MS. in the possession of William Hunter^ 
M* D. ; with other Pieces," 4to. The whole of this work 
appeared in 1783, translated into English by major Davy, 
with Preface, Indexes, Geographical Notes, &c. by Mr. 
White, in one volume, 4to. In Easter term, 1783, he was 
appointed to preach the Bampton lecture for the following 
year. As soon as he was nominated, he sketched out the 
plan ; and finding assistance necessary to the completion 
of it in such a manner as he wished, called to his aid Mr. 
Samuel Badcock and Dr. Parr. Although his own share of 
these labours was sufficient to entitle him to the celebritjr 
which they procured him, he had afterwards to lament that 
be bad not acknowledged his obligations to those elegant 
scholars, in a preface to the volume, when it was pub- 
iisbed. As soon as the lectures were delivered, the applause 
with which they were received was general throughout the 
university. They were printed the same year, and met with 
universal approbation. A second edition appeared in 1785 ; 
to which the author added a sermon, which he had recently 
preached before the university, on the necessity of propa»« 
gating Christianity in the East Indies. ^ Mr. White's repu- 
tation was now established, and he was considered as one 
of the ablest vindicators of the Christian doctrines which 
modern times bad witnessed. Lord Thurlow, then lord 
chancellor, without any solicitation, gave him a prebend 
in the cathedral of Gloucester, which at once placed him 
io easy and iadependent circumstances. In 1787 he took 
bi$ degree of D. 1). and was looked up to with the greatest 
respect in the university, as one of its chief ornaments. In 
the year 1788, the death of Mr. Badcock was made the pra* 
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tence for an attack on Dr. White*s character both as atfi aa«* 
thor and a man, by the late'Dr. H' B. Gabriel, who pub^ 
lisbed a pamphlet, entitled, '< Facts relating to-the Rev. Dn 
White's Bampton Lectures." By this it appears that there 
was found among the papers of the deceased Mr Badcock, 
a promissory note for 500/. from Dr. White for literary aid | 
the payment of which was demanded, but refused by bim 
on the ground that it was illegal in the first instance, as 
not having the words ''value received,** and, secondly, it 
was for service to be rendered in the History of Egypt, 
which the doctor and Mr. Badcock had projected. The 
friends of the deceased, however, were of a different 
opinion ; and the doctor consented to liquidate the debt 
This he informs us he did, ''partly because he apprehended 
that his persisting to refuse the payment of it might tend 
to the disclosure of the assistance which Mr. Badcock had 

fiyen him in the Bampton Lectures ; and partly, because 
e was informed that the note, by Mr. Badcock's death, 
became a part of his assets, and, as such, could legally be 
demanded.'* But whoever reads Dr. Whitens *' Statement 
of Literary Obligations'* must be convinced that he wa« 
under no obligation to have paid this money, and that his 
opponents availed themselves of his simplicity and the 
alarm which they excited for his literary character. Ga- 
.briel, however, a man neither of literary talents or cbaracr 
ter, was at the head of an envious junto who were deter- 
niined to injure Dr.White if they could ; and notwithstand- 
ing hia payi^ient of the money, printed all Mr. Badcock'a 
letters in the above pamphlet, in order, as he said, to vin- 
dicate the character of the deceased, as well as his o^ni 
both of which he ridiculously pretended had been assailed 
on this occasion. In consequence of this publication, Dc 
White printed " A Statement of bis Literary Obligations 
to the Rev. Mr. Samuel Badcock, and the Rev. Samuel 
Parr, LL.D.** By this it appeared, that, though Mr. Bad- 
cock's i^hare in the Lectures was considerable, yet that it 
was pot in that proportion which had been maliciously re- 
presented, the plan of the whole, and the execution of tbf 
greatest part, being Dr. White's, and Dr. Parr-s being 
(principally literal corrections. This statement gave auffi- 
pient satisfaction to the literary world at large. But th€ 
malice of his enemy was not yet satiated, as may appear 
by the following correspondence, which having beea cir* 
puUted chiefly at Oxford, may be here recorded af «q 
additional defence of Dr« White. 
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^ A printed paper, entitled * Minotes of what passed at 
three inieryiews which lately took place between Dr. White 
and Dr. Gabriel io London and in Batb/ and signed 

R. B. Gabriel. 

W. Falconea. 
having been lately circulated in the University, I think it 
necessary to submit the following letters to the 'perusal .of 
my friends. J. White. fVadh. Coll. Feb. 24, ] 790. 

"To the Rev. Mr. Stafford 'Smith*, Prior Park, Bath. 
« Dear Sir, Oxford^ Feb, 12, 1790. 

"Jn a pamphlet now in circulation at Oxford, signed by 
Dr. Gabriel and Dr. Falconer, I am astonished to read tb^ 
following passages : 

'The following extraordinary circumstance must not be 
omitted : 

'The same morning the Rev. Stafford Smith, of Prior 
park, came to Dr. Gabriel's, and desired to see Dr. White, 
who retired with him and Dr. Gabriel into his study. Dr. 
Oabriel soon returned, and desired Mr. Ph. Smyth^ Dr. 
Whitens friend, to go into his study, to bear witnessfto a 
charge made against Dr. White by Mr.%tafford Smith, to 

! which Dr. Gabriel did not cbuse to bear witness alone; 

Mr. Ph. Smyth accordingly went. They soon returned inta 
the parlour, where Dr. Fakoner was, and Mr. S. Smith ac- 
companied them ; where Mr. S. Smith pressed Dr. White 
on the subject of a letter written by Dr. White to Mr. Bad- 
cock, in which Mr. S. Smith's name was introduced ; and 
purporting that Mr. S. Smith had written to Dr. Whi^e to 
compose a sermon for him, for which Mr. S. Smith insisted 
on making Dr. White a compliment of a 10/. note. This 
letter expressed a wish, that as Dr. White had 7U>t leisure to 
write the strmon hbnsejf^ being so busy with AbdoUatiff Mr. 
Badcock would be so obliging as^to send him some thoughts on 
the subject, and that Mr. Badcock would do htm the honour 
of accepting the 10/. note, said to be offered by Mr. Smith; 
who then in Dr. White's presence, and in the presence of 
Mr. Ph. Smyth, Dr. Falconer, and Dr. Gabriel, asserted the 
whole of the letter, so far as bis name was concerned in it, 

I to be an absolute falsehood ! In answer to which Dr. 

I White immediately said, **Ibeg pardon before you. Gentle* 

men, of Mr. Stafford Smith; — I am willing to make any 

" * Mr. Sufford Smith wu a fellow of C. C, C. Os>d, and marrkd Bittep 
WwboilOtt'f widow. 
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^tpoUgy to km. I aekfumUdge the Utier to he ffumf hmd- 
writings and that it is entirely void of truth and demtiUe of 
foundation ; and he repeatedly said» / confess with sham€ 
that the whole is a direct falsehood^ and I take shame to my* 
self upon it.^* 

'Dr. White requested of Dr. Gabriel that thia letter might 
not be published, but Dr. Gabriel would give no promise. 
Dr. White then desired that Mr. S. Smith's name might be 
omittedy if he should publish the letter. Dr. Gabriel re- 
plied that be would make no promise whatever ; that Mr. 
S. Smith was a friend of his -, and Dr. Gabriel addressed 
himself particularly to Mr. S. Smith, when he said that Mr. 
S. Smith need entertain no fears from bis conduct ; — that 
It was not bis intention to publish it, unless be should be 
pressed, and find it necessary. Mr. S. Smith then took 
leave, but not without expressing great satisfaction that be 
bad embraced, by Dr. Gabriel's advice, so favourable an 
opportunity of vindicating himself from the indirect charge 
.which Dr. White had brought against him, and of detecting 
the Calsity of it; and Mr. S. Smith expressed bis thanks to 
Dr. Gabriel for the friendly part Dr. G. bad acted with re- 
spect to him in this extraordinary transaction I* 

^^The inference which every body must draw from these 
passages is, that you never did receive the sermon in ques« 
tion, and that I wantonly and wickedly made use of your 
name in order to procure it from Mr. Badcock for some 
other purpose. As you well know that I really sent you the 
sermon, I trust that 1 shall find in your candour a refuge 
from a misrepresentation at once so unexpected and so 
fatal. I trust that you will readily and explicitly acknow* 
ledge that you really asked and received the sermon from 
me f and that the apology I made to you, and which I shall 
ever be willing to repeat, related solely to the unjustifiable 
discovery of your name to Mr. Badcock, to the account I 
gave him of your application to me for the sermon, and of 
the sum which I said you had offered me. 

'*Tbe fairness and moderation with which you heard my 
apology at Dr. Gabriel's confirm me^n the hope that you 
will instantly, and by return of post, afford me an oppor- 
tunity of vindicating my conduct so far as it admits of vin- 
dication; and that I shall not be compelled to produce 
other evidence, which, though equally convincing, it would 
much distress me to use. This you will readily believe, 
when you recollect how anxiously I contended at Dr. Gi^ 
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bri0l% and contended I thought snccessfally, for the ob- 
serrance of the most inviolafoie secrecy with respect to yoor 
name. That Dr. Gabrie] and Dr. Falconer should thus h&?9 
made use of it distresses me not less on your account than 
on my own. 

''The urgency of the case must plead my excuse for re^ 
questing once more an immediate and explicit answer. 

"I am, dear Sir, yours faithfully, J. White." 

**To the Rev. Professor White, Wadham College, Oxford. 
« Dear Sir, Prior Park, Feb. 1 5th, 1790. 

''I was as much astonished and disgusted too as you 
could be on reading the rhapsody, abounding with spleen, 
and ridiculously circumstantial, which seems by your letter, 
received late last night, to have given you so much concern. 
The author of it has treated j/ou ill, by relating disingenu- 
ously the transaction you refer to, and me by making so 
flippant a use of my name, not only without my consent, 
but against my earnest desire, as well as his own positive 
promise. When the doughty Doctor asked me, somewhat 
abruptly, in the Concert Room, whether I had ever paid 
Professor White 10/. for writing a sermon for me, I ex- 
pressed my surprise at the question, and in part denied the 
fact, acquainting him at the same time with the true state* 
of the case, as well as I could recollect it, which I will now 
repeat for your satisfaction. You was with me at this place- 
when I received a note from a friend at Bath urging me to 
preach a sermon on a public occasion then so near at hand 
that I expressed some doubt whether I should have time td 
be properly prepared for it. You immediately made me an 
offer of assistance, which I readily accepted, and would 
accept such an offer again and again under similar circum- 
stances. The assistance came to me by post, and though 
it consisted of only a few trite pages, and proved of little 
use to me, yet it was more in quantity than I happened to 
want, and the promise of it afforded you sufficient ground 
for saying that you stood engaged to furnish me with a ser-' 
mon. In regard to the 10/. your candid and unequivocal 
acknowledgment of that mysterious and very culpable 
falsehood was considered by me as a reasonable atonement 
for it ; and I know not what right any one else had to con- 
cern himself aboat the matter. The interposition of a third 
person was malicious and pragmatical. You tnougbt your- 
self indebted to me for some little services I had rendered 
you, which you have always spoke of with a sensibility that 
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did ypu bonoar ; and you probably meant in thU instUM, 
the only one that ever occurred, to make me tome com- 
pensation for it. 

*' When I bad related the particulars of the case to Dr. 
G. in the Concert Room, he, with more rancour than dig* 
cretion or humaniiy, urged the necessity of my meeting 
you at his bouse the next day, and requiring an apology 
for what you had written to your supposed friend on this 
subject. I at first objected to this proposal, and endea- 
Toured to convince Dr. G. that as the affair in question was 
so trifling in itself, and hud nothing to do with the charges he 
had brought against you^ it was most prudent and most ge- 
nerous to let it drop. This remonstrance, however, and 
some others, appearing to have no weight with him, I con- 
sidered that if I should persist in declining to confront you, 
the matter would not rest there, but might be represented 
to my disadvantage, and that I might by an interview pre- 
sent its being a town-talk, and likewise soften Dr. G's un- 
provoked and wanton acrimony : all which I attempted 
when I received your apology, with what you call fairness 
and moderation. I now declare that the apology, and. the 
manner in which it was offered, was handsome and liberal 
on your part ; that it ^ referred solely to your having made 
an unwarrantable discovery of my name to Mr. Badcock — 
lo the account you gave him of my appliCiUion to you for 
the sermon — and of the sum which you said I had offered 
you.' 

*'And now. Sir, while you are battling it on one side, 
and your Adversary on the other, I am the only person 
perhaps who has been confessedly abused on both sides. 
On this footing (any other might be impertinent) I presume 
to advise that you will take no further notice of what has 
been said against you than to shew the world how little you 
deserve it, by publishing another volume of sermons with 
all convenient dispatch. Sed vereor no improbe dicam--^ 
for — * Who shall decide when Doctors disagree?* 

*^ I am. Sir, your friend and humble servant, 

" M. S. Smith. 

'^Though I cannot forbear to resent the having been 
dragged into public notice by means of a controversy which 
has so manifestly a mischievous tendency in every view of 
it, yet you are at liberty to make any use of this letter 
(written in haste to gratify your excessive impatience) 
which may serve to expose malevolence and justify your 
eoHduct.*' 
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AboQt the saoie year, 1^90, in which these transactionn 
occarred) the professor vacated his fellowship by marriage^ 
add accepted of a college living, the rectory of Meltqn, in 
Suffolk, on which he resided during a considerable part of 
the year. In 1800, appeared his *^ Diatessaron, sive Inte- 
gra historia Domini nostri Jesu Christi, Graece,** i&c. 8vo. 
This was founded on the ** Harmony** of archbishop New- 
come, and is elegantly printed on a type cast originally 
under the direction of the professori In 1801, he pub*' 
lished his '^^gyptiaca; or Observations on certain Anti- 
quities of Egypt. In two parts : I. The History of Pom^ 
pey*s Pillar elucidated. 2. Abdollatif's Account of the 
Antiquities of Egypt, written in Arabic, A. D. 1206. 
Translated into English, and illustrated with Notes." 4to. 
This is perhaps, as to research and learning, the most pro- 
found of his worka on the subject of antiquity. 

Dr. White*8 next publication was an edition of the Greek 
Testament, ** Novum Testamentum, Greece. Lectiones va« 
riantes, Griesbachii judicio, iis quas Textus receptus exbi- 
bet, anteponendas vel squiparandas, adjecit Josephus 
White," &c. 2 vols. cr. 8vo, 1808. This edition is parti- 
cularly valuable for the ready and intelligible view it 
affords, first, of all the texts which in' Griesbach's opinion 
ought either certainly or probably to be removed from the 
received text ; secondly, of those various readings which 
the same editor judged either preferable or equal to those 
of the received text ; thirdly, of those additions which, ou 
the authority of manuscripts Griesbach ' considers as fit to 
be admitted into the text. From this Dr. White obserres 
that it may be seen at once by every one how very little, 
after all the labours of learned men, and the collation of 
id many manuscripts, is liable to just objection in the re- 
ceived text. As a kind of sequel, and printed in the same 
form, he published 'in 1811, ^'Criseeos Griesbachianss in 
Novum Testamentum Synopsis," partly with a view to fami* 
liarize the results of Griesbach's laborious work^ by removing 
firom vthem the obscurity of abbreviations, but principally, 
as he says himself, to demonstrate, by a short and easy 
proof, how safe and pure the text of the New Testament 
is, in the received editions, in all things that affect our 
hith or duty, and how few alterations it either requires or 
will admit, on any sound principles of criticism. 

This was the last of Dr. Wjiite^s publications. His con- 
stitution bad now suffered much by a paralytic attack^ 
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which interrupted bis studies, although he continued st 
intervals bis favourite researches. He died at his canoniy 
residence at Christcburch, May 22) 1814. From the num* 
ber of works Dr. White publishedi and the assiduity with 
Nirhich be cultivated most branches of learning, particularly 
Oriental languages and antiquities, it may be thought im* 
probable that there was a considerable portion of indolence 
in his habit. Yet this certainly was the case, and, in the 
opinion of his friends, must account for his needing assist- 
ance in the composition of his Bampton Lectures. Even 
in the composition of a single sermon, he was glad to ac- 
cept of aid, if it was wanted at a time when he felt a repug* 
Bance to study. In bis private character, he united a 
degree of roughness with great simplicity of manners ; few 
men were ever more deficient in what is called knowledge 
of the world. Yet he was friendly, liberal, and of great 
integrity. He owed all he bad to his talents and lame, 
and however grateful he might be for favours, he never 
knew or practised the arts of solicitation. To his parents, 
after he attained promotion, he was a most dutiful son, 
and it is yet remembered at Gloucester, with what eager- 
ness he left his dignified friends on the day he was in- 
stalled prebendary, to embrace bis aged father, who stood 
" looking on among the crowd.' 

WHITE, or VITUS (Richard), an English historian, 
was born at Basingstoke, in Hampshire, of the great part 
of which place his ancestors had been proprietors. He 
was educated at Winchester school, whence he was ad- 
mitted fellow of New college, Oxford, in 1557. In the 
beginning of queen Elizabeth's reign he obtained leave of 
absence for a set time, but his attachment to the Roman 
catholic religion being discovered, his fellowship was de- 
clared void, in 1564. He had gone abroad, and after 
remaining some tiq^ie at Louvain, settled at Padua, where 
he studied the canon and civil law, and received his doc- 
tor's degree in both those faculties. Afterwards, being 
invited to Oouay, be was made regius professor, and taught 
civil and canon law nearly twenty years. The university 
appointed him their chancellor, or rector magnificus^ not 
only on account of bis own merit, but in consequence of 
the particular recommendation of the pope. At length he 
was created count palatine, a title conferred by the empe* 
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ror vpon lawyeru that have distinguished themselves in 
their profession. He had married two wives, by both 0/ 
whom he had fortunes, and when the last died, being de- 
sirous of entering into the church, he obtained a dispen* 
aation from the pope for that purpose. He was now or* 
dained priest, and made a canon of St. Peter's church, ia 
Douay. He died in 1612, and was buried in St. James's 
church, the cemetery of most of the English catholics. 

Besides his skill in the law, he is said to hare been an 
able antiquary, and in this character is chiefly known by 
his *^ Historiarum Britannias insulas ab engine mundi ad 
ann. Dom. octingentesimum, libri noveni," Douay, 1602« 
The object of this history, according to Nicolson, is to 
assert the rights of the papacy in this kingdom ; and there* 
fore, having settled religion by Augustine, the monk, and 
other emissaries, he ends his story in the year 800. He it 
said to have been first noticed by the learned world for the 
explanation he gave of the well-known enigmatical epitaph 
near Bononia in Italy* This he published under the title 
of ^^Mlm Lelia Crispis. Epitaphiuoi antiquum in agro 
Bononiensi adbuc videtur ; a diversis interpretatum vari^ 
novissimi aotem a Richardo ViTO Basingstochio, amico- 
rum precibus ezplicatum.*' Padua, 4to, 1568. Two other 
publications are attributed to him, *^ Orationes quinque,** 

1596, 8vo, which was read as a classic at Winchester 
school; ^^NotsB ad leges Decemvirorum in xii tabulas,'^ 

1597, 8vo; '^ Ezplicatio brevis priviiegiorum juris et con* 
suetudinis circa ven. sacramentiim eucharistiss,'* Douay^ 
1609, 8vo ; and *' De reliquiis et veneratione Sanctorum,'* 
ibid. 1 609. It is said there is a tenth and eleventh book 
of his history in existence, a copy of which was in Mr» 
West's Catalogue.* 

WHITE, ROBERT, Cardinal. See PULLEN. 

WHITE (RoBEET), an eminent engraver, was born in 
Londbn in 1645, and became the disciple of David Log- 
gan, for whom be drew and engraved many architectural 
views. He applied himself mostly to the drawing of por- 
traits, in black lead upon vellum ; and his success in taking 
likenesses procured him much applause. His drawings are 
said to have been much superior to his prints. He drew 
the portraits of sir Godfrey Kneller and his brother, and 
sir Godfrey thought so well of them, that he painted 
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Whitens portrait in return.* White's portrait of sir Godfrey 
is in Sandrart*s Lives of the painters. In 167^, whicb is 
two years before Burgliers was employed on the ^* Oxford 
Almanack^'* White produced the first of that series. For 
the generality of bis portraits for books, which are, bow-^ 
ever, generally disfigured by the broad borders that were 
then the fashion, he received at the rate of four pounds 
each, with the occasional addition of ten shillings; thirty 
pounds, which was paid him by Mr.Sowters of Exeter for a 
portrait of the king of Sweden (which was probably 'of much 
larger dimensions), has been spoken of as an extraordinary 
price. So great, however, b the number of his engravings, 
that in the course of forty years he saved from four to five 
thousand pounds ; and yet, say his biograpbem, by some 
misfortune or sudden extravagance, he died in indigent 
circumstances at his house in Bioomsbury in 1704. 

Of his own works he niade no regular collection, but 
when he bad done a plate, rolled up two or three proob, 
and flung them into a closet, where they were found in 
heaps. Many of these proofs may now be found in the 
collections of those curious persons who take Granger for 
their guide. The plates which he had by him were, after 
his decease, sold to a |>rintseller in the Poultry, who in a 
few year-v according to lord Orford and Mr. Strutt, en* 
riched himself by the purchase. The number of his par* 
traits, of which Vertue has collected the names, are two 
hundred and seventy -five, of which two are scraped in 
mezzotinto, and all the rest eng^raved in lines. Some few 
of Robert Whitens plates are finished by his son George^ 
who chiefly practised in mezzotinto, but engraved a tem 
plates ill lines, of which the principal one is a large por* 
trait ot ^' James Gardiner,'' bishop of Lincoln.' 

WHITE (Sir Thomas), founder of St. John's college 
Oxford, was born at Reading in 1492, the son of William 
Whitf , a native of Rickmansworth, by Mary, daughter of 
John Kiblewbite of South Fawley in Berkshire. His fia- 
Iher carried on the business of a clothier, for some time» 
at Rickniansv%orih, but removed to Reading, before our 
founder was born. The former circumstance has given rise 
to the mistake of Fuller, Chauncey, and Pennant, who say 
that he was born at Rickmansworth. But this was rectified 
by Griffin Higgs, a member of this college, and afterwarda 
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feitow of Merton, in his Latin memoir of the founden 
Hearne appears to have been of the same opinion. 

He 18 said to have been educated at Reading, but pro- 
bably only in the elements of writing and arithmetic, as at 
the age of twelve he was apprenticed to a tradesman or 
inerchafnt of London. His apprenticeship lasted ten years ; 
during which he behaved so well that his master, at his 
death, left him an hundred pounds. With this, and the 
patrimony bequeathed by his father, who died in 1523, 
be ^ofumenced business on his own account, and in a few 
jrears rose to wealth and honours, and became distingaished 
by acts of munificence. In 1542 he gave to the corpora** 
tion of Coventry 1000/. which, with 400/. of their own, 
waa laid out in the purchase of lands, from the rents of 
which' provision was made for twelve poor men, and a sum 
raised to be ^ent to industrious young men of Coventry. 
This estate in 1705 yielded 930/. yearly. He gave also to 
the mayor and corporation of Bristol, by deed, the sum of 
2000/. and the same to the town of Leicester, to purchase 
estates, and raise a fund from which sums of money 
might be lent to industrious tradesmen, not only of those 
but of other places specified, which were to receive 
the benefits of the fund in rotation, and by the same the 
poor were to be relieved in times of scarcity. These fandtf 
are now in a most prosperous state, and judiciously ad-* 
ministered. 

Sir Thomas White was sheriff of London in 1546, and 
lord mayor in 1553, when be was knighted by queen Mary 
for his services, in preserving the peace of the city during 
the rebellion of sir Thomas Wyatt. Of the rest of his his- 
tory, or personal character, sentinients, and pursuits, no. 
particulars have been recovered, except what may be in- 
ferred from his many and wise acts of liberality. He must 
have been no common man who showed the first example 
of devoting the profits of trade to the advancement of learn- 
ing. He died at Oxford, Feb. 11, 1566, in the seventy- 
second year of his age, and was buried in the chapel of his 
college. 

Some accounts relate that toward the latter-en^d of bia 
life he fell into extreme poverty, a circumstance, Mr. 
Coatea observes, that seems very improbable, as, by bia 
will, he left 400 marks to his widow, and 3000/. to St. 
John's, with legacies to the children of his brother Ralph, 
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and the Merchant Taylors* Company of which be wa* a 
member, to a considerable amount. 

He was twice married ; first to a lady whose name was 
Avisia or Avis, but whose family is unknown. She died in 
1557 without issue, and was buried, with great pomp and 
ceremony, tti the parish church of St. Mary Aldermanbury* 
His second wife was Joan, one of the daughters and co- 
heiresses of John Lake of London, gent, the widow of air 
Ralph Warren, knight, twice lord mayor of London, by 
whom she had children. She survived sir Thomas, a.Dd 
died in 1573, and was buried by her first husband in the 
church of St. Bennet Sherehog,. London. There is a por- 
trait of him in the town-hall of Leicester, habited as lord 
mayor of London, with a gold chain, and collar of S S. a 
black cap, pcnnted beard, his gloves in his right hand, and 
on the little finger of his left, a ring. There are similar 
portraits in the town-hall at Salisbury, at Reading, Mer- 
chant Taylors', ami St. Jobn^s college. 

At what time he first projected the foundation of a col- 
lege is not known. His original intention was to have 
founded it at Heading, but be relinquished that in favour of 
Oxford, and on May 1, 1555, obtained a licence from 
Philip and Mary, empowering him, to the praise and ho- 
nour of God, the Virgin Mary, and St. John Baptist^ to 
found a college, for divinity, philosophy, and the arts; 
the members to be^ a president, thirty scholars, graduate or. 
noo-graduate, or more or less as might be appointed in the 
statutes ; and the site to be Bernard-college, in the parish 
of St. Mary Magdalen, without the north-gate of the city 
of Oxford, and to be called St. John Baptist college in the 
UniVfCrsity of Oxford. 

St. Bernard's college was founded by archbishop Chi-, 
cbele for scholars of the Cistertian order who might wish 
to study in Oxford, but had no place belonging to their 
order in which they could associate together, and be re- 
lieved from the inconveniencies of separation in halls and 
inns, where they could not keep up their peculiar custoips 
and statutes. On representing this to the king, Henry YL 
be granted letters patent, dated March 20, 1437, giving 
the archbishop leave to erect a college to the honour of the 
Virgin Mary and St. Bernard in Northgate-street, in the 
parish of St. Mary Magdalen, on ground containing about 
five acres, which he held of the king in capite. According 
to Wood, quoted by Stevens, it was built much in the same 
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manner as All Souls college, bat the part tbey inhabited 
wM only the front, and the south-side of the first coQit, as 
the hall, &c. was not built till 1502, nor the chapel com- 
pleted and consecrated until 1530. Their whole premises 
at the dissolution were estimated at only two acres, and to 
be worth, if let to farm, only twenty-shillings yearly, but 
as the change of owners was compulsory, we are not to 
wonder at this under-valuation. It was granted by Henry 
VIII. to Christ-church, from whence it came to sir Thomas 
White, who obtained from Christ-church a grant of the 
premises, May 25, by paying twenty shillings yearly for 
it/) aod they covenanted with him that he should cfanse his 
first president from the canons or students of Christ-churchy 
and that afterwards the fellows of St. John^s should chuse a 
president from their own number, or from Christ-cbutcb, 
to be admitted and established by the dean and chapter, 
or in their absence by the chancellor or vice- chancellor of 
Oxford ; and they farther wished to covenant that the dean 
and chapter should be visitors of the new college. With 
some rehict,ance, and by the, persuasion of his friend Alex- 
ander Belsire, canon of Christ-church, and first president. 
Sir Thomas was induced to consent to these terms, but 
tlie hist article respecting the visitor must have been with- 
drawn, as he appointed sir William Cordall, master of the 
Rolls, visitor for life ; and the right of visitation was after- 
wards conferred on the bishops of Winchester. 
• In the same year, May 29, 1555, sir Thomas, by virtue 
of bis Jicence, established his college, and his first society 
consisted of Alexander Belsire, B. D. and canon of Christ* 
church, president; Ralph Wyndon, Edward Chambre, and 
Henry D'Awbeney, masters of arts, scholars. For their 
maintenance he endowed the house with 36/. yearly, due 
to him from the city of Co\'entry, and with various manors, 
estates, and advowsonfs in Berkshire and Oxfordshire. In 
155T he obtained of Philip and Mary another charter, 
dated March 5, in which he made considerable additions 
to the endowment, and specified theology, philosophy, 
canon and the civil law, and the arts, as the studies to be 
pursued. 

He next gave them a body of statutes, which are sup- 
posed to have been drawn up by sir William Cordall, by 
the foiinder^s desire, and were taken, as to substance, from 
the st.autes of New-college. According to these, the so- 
tittj w'as limited to a president, fifty fellows and scholars^ 
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of wbom twelte were to study law, three chaplains, three 
clerks, and six choristers; but the chaplains, clerks, and 
choristers were discontinued in 1577, owing to a decrease 
of the funds for their maintenance. Of the fifty fellows, 
two were to be chosen from Coventry, two from Bristol, 
two from Reading, and one from Tunbridge ; the remaio-i^ 
log forty- three from Merchant Taylors' school, London, 
out of which number six fellowships are reserved for the 
kindred of the founder. 

. About this time he enlarged the bounds of the college 
by the purchase of about four acres, which were inclosed 
by a wall, by the benefaction of Edward Sprot, LL.B: 
sometime fellow, who died Aug. 25, 1612. This is com- 
memorated by an inscription over the president's garden* 
door, ^' Edvardus Sprot hujiis ColL SociuSy hunc murum suu 
impensis siriLxUj 1613." it has already been noticed that 
the founder left by will 3000Z. for the purchase of more 
1/ands. On the 17th December 1565, the college was ad- 
mitted a member of the university, and the society declared 
partakers of all the privileges enjoyed by other colleges or 
societies. In 1576, the college purchased the ground be- 
fore the gate from sir Christopher Brome, knt. lord of 
Northgate hundred, and enclosed it by a dwarf wall and 
row of elms, some of which are still standing. ' 

WHITE (ThOxMas), founder of Sion college, London, 
the son of John White, was born in Temple parish, in the 
city of Bristol. His family was a branch of the Whites 
of Bedfordshire. He was entered gf Magdalen Hall, Ox- 
ford, about 1566, took his degrees in arts, was ordained, 
aad became a noted and frequent preacher. He afterwards 
settled in London, where he had the living of St Gre- 
gory's, near St. Paul's, and in 1575 was made vicar of St* 
Dunstan's, Fleet-street, where his pulpit services were much 
admired. In 1584 he was licensed to proceed in divinity, 
and commenced doctor in that faculty. In 1588 he had the 
prebend of Mora, in the church of St. Paul, conferred 
upon him, and in 1590 was made treasurer of the church of 
Sarum by the queen's letters. In 1591 he was made canon 
of Christ Church, and in 1593, canon of Windsor. Ha 
died March 1, 1623-4, according to Reading, but Wood 
says 1622-3, and was buried in the chancel of St. Dun* 
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sUin's charcb; In his will be ordered a grare-stone to be 
placed over his remains, with a short inscription, bul this 
was either neglected, or has been destroyed. As soon as 
an account of bis death arrived at Oxford, the heads of the 
university, in honour of his memory as a benefactor, ap- 
pointed Mr. Price, the fir&t reader of the moral philosophy 
lecture, to deliver an oration, which, with several enco-- 
miastic verses by other members of the. university, was 
printed under the title of ^* Schola Moralis Philosophi» 
Oxon. in funere Wbiti pullata,*' Oxon. 1624, 4to. 

Dr. White published, 1, " Two Sermons at St. Paul's in 
the time of the Plague,'' 8vo. 2. *' Funeral Sermon on 
air Henry Sidney," Lx>nd. 1586, 8vo. 3. « Sermon at 8r. 
Paul's Cross on the queen's day (Nov. 17) 1589," ibid. 
1589, 8vo. But his memory^ is chiefly to be venerated for 
bis works of charity, and his liberal enconra«vemetit of 
learning. In 1613 he built an hospital in Temple parish, 
Bristol, endowing it with 92/. per ann. He also founded 
the moral philosophy lecture at Oxford, for the main- 
tenance of which he gave the manor of Langdon Hills, in 
the. county of Essex, which was conveyed by him to the 
university, under the form of a purchase, by his deed 
enrolled, bearing date June 20, 1621. Out of the re* 
venues of tliis manor, besides an annual stipend of 100/. 
to the philosophy lecturer, he appointetl several sums to 
be paid to other uses ; as, to Christ Church library ; to the 
Tuesday's preachers of the university ; to the Easter ser-' 
mens ; to the prisoners in the castle, &c. He founded 
also small exhibitions for four poor scholars, and for five 
divinity students of Magdalen Hall, most of which are still 
continued. Buchis greatest benefaction was to Sion college. 
He directed in his will that 3000/. should be applied in build- 
ing a college and alms-house on the ruins of Elsynge priory, 
London-wail. His executors accordingly purchased the site 
of this priory for 2,450/. and erected Sion college. The 
charters of incorporation are dated July 3, 6 Charles I. and 
June 20,16 Charles n. By these authorities, a president,, 
two deans, and four assistants, with all the rectors, vicars, &c. 
of the city of London and suburbs, were constituted a cor- 
poration. At the same time, alms-houses for ten men, and 
as m^ny women, were established. Dr. White had appro- 
priated by will separate funds for the maintenance of (hese 
poor people. The library, now the most copious in the 
city of London, was principally the foundation of the rev. 
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HioAOLM :Wood| reptor of St MichaePs, Crooked-lane. Dr. 
Wl](i^e l^ft bis own library to the dean and ranoiis of 
Wipdspr, * 

WH1T£ (Thomas), an English philosopher, and Roman 
catl^dic priest, who obtained considerable celebrity abroad, 
where be was usually called Thomas Anolus, or Thomas 
Alexius, was the son of Richard White, esq. of Hatton, in 
the county of Essex, by Mary, his wife, daughter of Ed- 
mund iPlowden, the celebrated lawyer in queen Elizabeth's 
reign. His, parents being Roman catholics, be was edu- 
cated, probably abroad, in the strictest principles of that 
profession, and at length became a secular priest, in which 
character he resided very much abroad. He was principal 
of the college at Lisbon, and sub-principal of that at Douay ; 
but. his longest stay was at Rome and Paris. For a consi-* 
deri^>le time be lived in the house of sir Kenelm Digby ; 
arid be shewed his attachment to that gentleman^s philo- 
sophy by various publications. His first work of tins kind 
was printed at (^yons, in 1646. It is entitled '' Institu- 
tionum Peripateticarum ad mentem summi clarissimique 
Philosophi Kenelmi Equitis Digbaei.** ^* Institutions of 
the. Peripatetic Philosophy, according to the bypotbe^is of 
the great and celebrated philosopher sir Kenelm Digby.*' 
Mr. White was not contented with paying homage to sir 
Kenelm on account of his philosophical opinions, but raised 
bim also to the character .of a divine. A proof of this is 
afforded in a book published by him, the title of which is 
** Questio Theologica, quomodo secundum principia Pe-' 
ripatetices Digbseanae, sive secundum rationem, et abstra* 
hendo, quantum materia patitur, ab authoritate, humant 
Arbttrii Libertas sit explipanda, et cum Gratia efficaci oon- 
cilianda." *' A Theological question, in what manner, ac- 
cording to the principles of sir Kenelm Digby*s Peripa- 
tetic Philosophy, or according to reason, abstracting, as 
much as the subject will admit, from authority, the free- 
dom of a man's will is to be explained and reconciled with 
efficacious grace." Another publication to the same pur- 
pose, which appeared in 1652, was entitled " Institutiones 
TheologicflB super fundamentis in Peripatetica Digbseana 
jactis exstructSB." ^* Institutions of Divinity, built upon the 
foundations laid down in sir K. Digby's Peripatetic Phi- 
losophy." 

1 Ath. Ox. Tol. I. nev edit— R«a«llDg'f HUt. ,of Sion GoU^e« appendW l» 
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By his friend sir Kehelm Mr. White was introduced, with 
large commendations, to the acquaintance of Des Cartes, 
who hoped to make a proselyte of him, but without success. 
White was too much devoted to Aristotle's philosophy to 
admit of the truth of any other system. In bis application 
of that philosophy to theological doctrines, he embarrassed 
bimselF in so many nice distinctions, and gtive such a free 
scope to his own thoughts, that he pleased neither the 
Molinists nor the Jansenists. Indeed, though be had a. 
geniust very penetrating and extensive, he had no talent at 
distinguishing the ideas which should have served as the 
rule and foundat^ion of bis reasonings, nor at clearing the 
points which he was engaged to defend. ' His answer to 
those who accused him of obscurity may serve to display 
the peculiarity of his disposition. ^'I value myself,'' says 
be, *^ upon such a brevity and conciseness, as is ^i^itable 
for the teachers of the sciences. The Divines are the 
cause that my writings continue obscure; for they refuse 
to give me any occasion of explaining myself. In short, 
either the learned understand me, or they do not. If they 
do understand me, and find me in an error, it is easy for 
them to refute me; if they do not understand me, it is 
very unreasonable for «them to exclaim against my doc- 
trines.'* This, observes Bayle, shews the temper of a man 
who seeks only to be talked. of, and is vexed at not having 
antagonists enough to draw the regard and attention of the 
public upon him. Considering the speculative turn of Mr. 
White's mind, it is no( surprising that some of his books 
were condemned at Rome by the congregation of the ''In- 
dex Expurgatorius," and that they were disapproved of by 
certain universities. The treatises which found their way 
into the ** Index Expurgatorius" were, '^ Insiitutiones Pe- 
ripateticie ;" ^^Appendix Theologica de Origine Mundi ;** 
*' Tabula sHffragialis de terminandis, Fidei Liiibus ab Eq- 
clesia Catholica Fixa ;" and ** Tessera) Romanse Evulga- 
uo." In opposition to the doctors of Douay, who had cen- 
sured two-and-twenty propositions extracted from his '^ Sab- 
ered Institutions," he published a piece entitled **Sup-- 
plicatio postulativa Justitiae," in which he complains that 
they had given a vague uncertain censure of him, attended 
only with a respeclivi, without taxing any proposition in 
particular; and he shews them that this is acting like pre- 
varicating divines. Another of bis works was the ** Sonitua 
Buccinae," in which he maintained that the church had no 
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power to deCennioe, but only to give her te|tiinony to thi** 
dition. This likewise was censured. Mr. White bad ji 
▼ery particular notion concerning the state of souls sepa« 
rated from the bod j, which involved him in a dispute witk 
tbe bishop of Chalcedon. Two tracts were written by him 
upon this subject, of which a large and elaborate account 
)s given in archdeacon 31ackburne*8 Historical View of the 
opntroversy concerning an intermediate state. The ooa* 
fusion drawn by the archdeacon is, that Mr. White en* 
tered into the question with more precision and greater 
abilities than any man of his time; and that it is very clear, 
from the inconsistencies he ran into to save the repuuition 
of his orthodoxy, that if the word purgatory bad been out 
of bis wayi he would have found no difficulty to dispose of 
the separate soul in a state of absolute unconscious rest. 

Our author spent the latter part of bis life in England* 
Hobbes had a great respect for him, and when he lived in 
Westminster, would often visit him. In their conversations 
Uiey carried on their debates with such eagerness as seldosi 
to depart in cool blood ; for *^ they would wrangle, squab- 
ble, and scold," says Anthony Wood, ** about philosophi- 
cal matters, like young sophisters," though they were both 
of them eighty years of age. In consequence of Hobbes's 
not being able to endure contradiction, those scholars who 
were sometimes present at these wrangling disputes, held 
that the laurel was carried away by White. 

Mr. Whitens book ^* De medio Animarum Statu,* was 
censured by the House of Commons. In the Journal of 
that House is the following resolution ; 

Anno 1666, 
" Die Mercurii 17o Octobris 18® Car. 11. 

*< Ordered^ That the Committee to which the Bill againat 
Atheism and profaneness is committed, be impowered to 
receive information touching such books as tend to Athe- 
ism, Blasphemy, and profaneness, or against the essenc« 
and attributes of God, and in particular the book pubr* 
lisbed in the name of one White, and the book of 
Mr. Hobbes called the Leviathan, and to report their opi*- 
Dions to the House.'* 

As to call in question the natural immorutity of the 
human soul was understood to imply atheism. White's 
treatise had certainly a tendency to weaken the arguments 
for that immortality, by weakening tbe commoo proofs 
of the soul's consciousness in a future state ; but there was 
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Bathing else in bis work which could justl;^ be constroed 
as being of an atheistical nature. It does not appear that 
the bill against atheism and profaneness erer passed, or that 
the Commons proceeded farther in their censures of White 
and Hobbes. White was also obnoxious to the politicians 
of the time on another account. ^^ To understand this," 
says archdeacon Blackburne, ** it will be necessary to 
observe, that White was a disciple of sir Kenelm Digby, 
not oniy in philosophy, but also in politics. The knight 
has been accused, and upon very authentic evidence, of 
intriguing with Cromwell, to the prejudice of the exiled 
Stuarts. , Whether White was in the depth of the secret or 
not, it is probable that he knew something of the trans<» 
action, and that Digby might set him to work with his peu, 
in favour of CromwelPs government. Be this as it might. 
White wrote a book, about that time, intituled, ^* The 
Grounds of Obedience and Government ;*' wherein he held^ 
'Thai the people, by the evil management, or insufficiency 
of their governor, are remitted to the force of nature to 
provide for themselves, and not bound by any promise 
made to their governor; that the magistrate, by bis mis-* 
carriages, abdicateth himself from being a magistrate^ 
prm'eth a brigand or robber, instead of a defender ; that 
if he be innocent, and wrongfully deposed, and totally 
dispossessed, it were better for the common good to stay 
as they are, than to venture the restoring him, because pf 
the public hazard.' 

Mr. White died at his lodging in Drury^lane, on the 
6tb of July 1676, aged 94 years; and, on the ninth day 
of the same month, was buried in the church of St. Mar- 
tjn's-in-the-fields. *« By his death," says Wood, " the 
Roman Catholics lost an eminent ornament from among 
them; and it hath been a question among some of them^ 
whether ever any secular priest of England went beyond 
bim in philosophical matters. 

The names by which Mr. White was occasionally dis* 
tinguished, besides that of Thomas Anglus, were Candidus, 
Albius, Bianchi, Kichwprth, and Blackloe. Descartea 
generally called bim Mr. Vitus. 

. Dodd has given a catalogue of forty-eight publications 
by White, and endeavours to vindicate his character with 
considerable impartiality. He says, White was <^ a kind of 
enterprizer in the search of truth, and sometimes waded too 
4eep ; which> with the attempt of distinguishing- betweeif 
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.the $choolmen!s superstructures^ and strict fundamentfils^ 
laidj|iiin open to be censured by those tbat were less inqui- 
sitive. It .must be owned be soqaetimes lost himself, by 
treading in , unbeaten paths, and adhered too stiiBy to 
dangerous singularities. This created him adversaries from 
all quartf rs. Besides Protestants, who engaged with him 
upon several controversial matters, lie had several quar- 
.rels, both with the clergy and religious, of his own com- 
munion, who attacked bis works with great fury*. His 
book of the '^ Middle Sta^ of Souls" gave great scandal, 
(though I find mention made of it by the learned Mabillon, 
j^s a ma$ter*piece in its kind). This performance was so 
represented by his adversaries, as if it rendered prayers 
ffor the dead an insignificant "service : and the representa- 
tion was so prejudicial to many of the clergy, that they 
were neglected in the usual distributions bestowed for the 
benefit of the faithful deceased. Another work, which 
drew a persecution upon him, was entitled; ^' Institutiones 
Sacrae,*' &c. from whence the university of Douay drew 
twenty-two propositions, and condemned them, under 
jrespective censures, Nov. 3, 1660, chiefly at the instigav 
tions of Dr. George Leyburu, president of the English 
college, and John Warner, professor of divinity in the 
same house. He was again censured for liis political 
scheme, e.xhibited in his book styled *^ Obedience and 
Government;'* wherein he is said to assert an universal 
passive obedience to any species of government which has 
obtained an establishment ; and, as his adveriairies insi- 
nuated, was designed to flatter Cromwell in his usurpa* 
tion, and incline him to.tavour the Catholics, upon the 
hopes of their being influenced by such principles. These, 
and several other writings, having ^iven great offence, 
and the see of Rome being made acquainted with their 
pernicious tendency (especially when be had attacked the 
pope's personal int^llibility), they were laid before the 
inquisition, and censured by a decree of that court, 
May 14, 1655, and Sept. 7, 1657. Mean time, a body of 
clergymen, educated in the English college at Douay, signed 
a public disclaim of his principles. Mr. White bad several 
things to allege against these proceedings^ It appeared to 
him, that neither the court of inquisition, nor any other 
inferior court, though assembled by bis holiness's orders, 
were invested with suflicient power to issue out decrees 
that were binding over the universal church : he exposed, 
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at the same time» the metbodi and ignorance of the car* 
dinals and divines who were sometimes employed in. cen- 
suring books; and hinted, how unlikely it was that his 
holiness either would or could delegate his power to such^ 
kind of inferior courts. As to his brethren who had dis- 
clainoed his doctrine, he^ takes notice that they were per- 
sons entirely under Dr. Leyburn^s direction, who was his 
grand adversary, and was continually labouring to discredit 
his writings. Afterwards, when prejudices were removed, 
and passion had sufficiently vented itself on both sides,' 
they both came to temper ; and Mr. White submitted him- 
self and his writings to the catholic church, and, namely, 
to the see of Rome. Yet, notwithstanding this submission, 
a great many, who had conceived almost an irreconcileable 
idea both of his person and writings, could scarce endure 
to bear him named. They represented him to be as obstinate 
as Luther; who, at first, humbled himself to the pope, 
only to gain time to spread his pestiferous opinions : they 
would hare it, thai bis design was, visibly, to establish a 
new heresy. Nay, they pryed into his morals and conduct 
in private life; miscarriages, in that way, being com- 
monly the forerunners of heres}-. But those that were not 
hurried away with passion and prejudice judged more 
favourably of him. They owned bis rashness, and that he 
bad propagated several singularities, that had given scan- 
dal, were erroneous, and carried on with too much violence 
and disrespect to superior powers : yet that all this was 
done without any intention of breaking out of the pale of 
the church, or opposing the supremacy of the see of Rome. 
Some, who have calmly reflected upon these matters, have 
been pleased to observe the wise conduct of the see of 
Rome upon the occasion, which was far different from that 
of Mr. Whitens adversaries ; who, transported with zeal for 
religion, and, it is to be feared, sometimes with less com- 
mendable views, made every thing appear with a formi- 
dable aspect : whereas the see of Rome, governed by 
milder counsels^ proceeded with their usual caution, and 
only barely censured some of his works, wherein Mr. White 
had the fate of a great many other pious and learned 
authors, when they happened to advance propositions any 
way prejudicial to religion. Whatsoever opinion tl^e see of 
Rome might have of Mr. White's case, they judged it a 
piece of wisdom to let it die gradually. They were well 
assored| that though he had wit and learning sufficient to 
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hMra raised a great disturbance in the churchi yet he 
wanted interest to make any considerable party ; and they 
bad the charity to think he wanted a wrll. It is true^ se- 
veral eminent clergymen, who bad been his scholars, and 
were great admirers of his virtue and learning, were un* 
willing to have his character sacrificed, and his merits lie 
under oppression, by unreasonable oppositions ; and there- 
fore they supported him in some particular controversies 
he had with doctor Ley burn and others : which was misre- 
presented by some, as a combination in favour of the no- 
velties he was charged with in point of doctrine. But, 
adds Dodd, time and recollection have placed things in a 
true light/' ' 

WHITE. See WHYTE. 

WHITEFIELD (George), founder of the Calvinistic 
method is ts, was born at Gloucester, where* bis father kept 
the Bell inn, Dec. 16, 1714. He was the youngest of a 
lamily of six sons aud a daughter ; and his father dying 
when he was only about two years old, the care of his edu- 
cation devolved on his mother, who brought him up with 
great tenderness. Being placed at school, he made consi- 
derable progress in classical learning ; and *his eloquence 
began to appear when he was about fourteen or fifteen, in 
the speeches which he delivered at the annual school 
visitations. During this period, he resided with his4ii<^ 
thar ; and as her circumstances were not so easy as before, 
he sometimes assisted her in the business of the inn. By 
some means, however, he was encouraged to go to Oxford- 
at the age of eighteen, where he entered of Pembroke 
college. He had not been here long, before he became 
acquainted with the Wesleys, and joitied the society they 
had formed, which procured them the name of Methodists. 
Like them, Whitefield, who had been of a serious turn in 
his early days, began now to live by rule, and to improve 
every moment of his time.* He received the communion 
every Sunday, visited the sick and the prisoners in jail, 
and read to the poor ; and be shared in the obloquy which 
this conduct brought upon his brethren. 

In the mean time, he became a prey to melancholy, 
which was augmented, if not occasioned, by excessive 
bodily austerities ; and at last, in consequence of reading 

^ Biog. Brit. feooo4 edit, in art. Digby.-^Gen. Diet art ADglus.r-Dodd's 
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90intt mystic writers^ he was led to imagine, that the best 
iQethod he coutd take was, to shut himself up in his study^ 
till he had perfectly mortified his own will, and was enabled 
to do good, without any mixture of corrupt motives. From 
this, however, he was recovered, returned to society, and 
we may suppose was not neglectful of his studies ; for whea 
only twenty- one years of age he was s^nt for- by Dr. Ben* 
son, bishop of Gloucester, who told him that though he 
had purposed to ordain none under twenty-three, yet he 
should reckon it his duty to ordain him whenever he ap- 
plied. He was accordingly admitted to deacon^s orders at 
Gloucester June 20, 1736, and the Sunday following 
preached his first sermon in the church of St. Mary de 
Crypt. Curiosity brought a vnst auditory to hear their 
young townsman. Some idea of the sermon may be learned 
from what he says himself of it in one of his letters. ^* Some 
few mocked, but most, for the present, seemed struck ; 
and I have since learned, that a complaint had been made 
to the bishop, that 1 drove fifteen mad the first sermon. The 
worthy prelate, as I am informed, wished that the mad- 
ness might not be forgotten before next Sunday.'* 

The week following he returned to Oxford, and took 
bis bachelor^s degree in arts, soon after which be was in- 
vited to London to officiate at the chapel of the Tower, 
^e preached also at various other places, and while here 
letters came from the Wesleys at Georgia, which made 
him desirous to join them, but he was not yet quite clear 
as to this being his duty. He afterwards supplied a curacy 
at Dummer, in Hampshire, and being at length convinced 
that it was his duty to go to Georgia, he went in Jan. 1737 
to take leave of his friends in Gloucester, and then set out 
for London. General Otrlethorpe detaining him here for 
some months, he preached in various churches, and ap- 
pears at this lime to have'attained as great popularity as at 
any subsequent period of his life, and he met also with 
part of the same opposition which he had afterwards to 
encounter. 

On tlie last day of December he set sail, and arrived at 
the parsonage-house at Savannah May 7, 1738, where he 
remained until August. In our article of Wesley we no- 
ticed how very unsuccessful he had been in this employ*- 
ment from a variety of causes, but principally of a per- 
sonal nature. Whitefiield met with a very different recep- 
tion, and appears to have deserved it* When he b^gan to 
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look about him, he found every thing bore the aspect of 
an infant colony^ and was likely to continue so, frotn the 
very nature of its constitution. '^The people/* he says, 
** were denied the use both of rum and slaves. The lands 
were allotted them, according to a particular plan, whe- 
ther good or bad; and the female heirs prohibited from 
inheriting. So that, in reality, to place people there, on 
such a footing, was little better than to tie their legs and 
. bid them walk,** &c. As some melioration of their condi- 
tion, he projected an Orphan-house, for which he deter- 
mined to raise contributions in England, and accordingly 
embarked in September, and after a boisterous passage, 
landed at Limerick in Ireland. There he was received 
kindly by bishop Burscough, who engaged him to preach 
in the cathedral ; und at Dublin, where he also preached, 
he was courteously received by Dr. Delany, bishop Rundle, 
and archbishop Bolton. In the beginning of December he 
arrived at London, where the trustees of the colony of 
Georgia expressed their satisfaction at the accounts sent to 
%hem of bis conduct, and presented him to the living of 
Savannah (though he insisted upon having no salary), and 
granted him five hundred acres of land for his intended 
Orphan- house, to collect money for which, together with 
taking priesi^s orders, were the chief motives of his return- 
ing to England so soon. • 
In the beginning of^ January 1739 he was onlained priest 
at Christ-church, Oxford, by bishop Benson, and on the fol- 
lowing Sunday resumed his preaching in London; and now 
the vast crowds which attended, first suggested to him the 
thought of preaching in the open air. When he mentioned 
this to some of his friends, they judged it was tnere mad- 
ness, nor did he begin the practice until he went to Bristol 
in February, and finding the churches denied to him, he 
preached on a hill ai Kingswood to the colliers, and after 
he had repeated this three or four times, his congregation 
is said to have amounted to near twenty thousand, Tliat 
any human voice could be heard by such a number is 
grossly improbable, but that in time he was enabfed to 
clvilisse the greater part of these poor colliers has never 
b^en denied. "The first discovery,'? he tells us, "of 
their being affected, was to see the white gutters made by 
their tears, which plentifully fell down their black cheeks, 
as they came out of their coal-pits.*' After this he preached 
often in the open air in the vicinity of London, particularly 
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in Moorfields and on Kennington cominony and made 6x* 
cursions into various parts of the country^ where he re- 
ceived contributions for his Orphan-house in Georgia. Iii 
August he embarked again for America, and landed in 
PennsyiFania in October. Afterwards he went through 
that province^ the Jerseys, New York, and back again to 
Maryland, Virginia, North and South CaroHna, preaching 
every where to immense congregations, and in the begin- 
ning of Jan. 1740 arrived at Savannah, where he founded, 
and in a great measure established, his Orphan-house, by 
the name of Bethesda. He then took another extensive 
tour through America, and returned to England in March 

174'!. 

On his arrival he found it necessary to separate from 
Wesley, whose Arminian sentiments he disapproved of; 
and he now, with the help of some colleagues, began to 
form distinct societies of persons who held Calvinistic sen- 
timents. This produced in a short time a new house at 
Kingswood, and the two Tabernacles in Moorfields and 
Totienham-court-road, which were supplied by himself 
and certain lay preachers.. He visited also many parts of 
Englandi where similar societies were established, and 
went to Scotland, where he preached in all the principal 
towns. In Scotland he was moVe generally welcomed than ^■ 

any where else, the doctrines he preached according with ^ 

those of that church, but some refused communion with 
him, as being a clergyman of the church of England, and 
of course a friend to prelacy, which in Scotland is abjured. 
Such was his encouragement, however, upon the whole, 
that he was induced to repeat his visit in 1742. From this 
time to August 1744 be remained in England, preaching 
from place to place, and always with astonishing* effect on 
the minds of his hearers. In August 1744 he embarked 
again for America, whence he returned in July 1748. 

J Soon after his return he had become acquainted with 
Lady Huntingdon, who hearing of his arrival invited him 
to her house at Chelsea. . He went, and having preached 
twice, the countess wrote to him that several of the nobility 
desired to bear him. In a few days the celebrated earl of 
Chesterfield, and others of the same rank, attended, and 
having heard him once, desired they might he^r him again. 
^l therefore preached again/* says he, 'Mn the evening, 
and went home, never more surprised it any incident in 
my life. All behaved quite well, and were in some degree 
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affected. The earl of Chesterfield thanked me, and 
' Sir, I wilt not tell you what I shall tell others, how I ap- 
prove of you/ or words to this purpose. At last lord 
BoUngbroke came to hear, sat like an archbishop, and %¥as 
pleased to say, * I had done great justice to the Divine 
Attributes in my discourse*.'* Those who know the cha- 
racters of Bolingbroke and Chesterfield will probably think 
less of these compliments than Mr. Whitefield appears to 
have done. 

It would extend this article beyond all reasonable bounda 
were we to follow Mr. Whitefield's biographer throughout 
the whole of his peregrinations in England, Scotland, Ire- 
land, and America. His last great movenient was his 
seventli voyage to Georgia, where he exhausted his 
strength in bis painful labours, and died, of a fit of the 
asthma, at Newbury Port, in New England, Sept. 30, 
1770, in the fifty-sixth year of his age. 

His biographer informs us, that his person was graceful 
and well-proportioned ; his stature above the middle size. 
Excepting a squint with one eye, his features were good 
and regular. His countenance was manly, and his voice 
was exceeding strong; yet both were softened with an un- 
common degree of sweetness. Uis deportment was easy, 
without any formality, and' his manner polite, and rather 
engaging. That he possessed a high degree of eloquence, 
cannot well be doubted, but he had no affectation, and 
seemed quite unconscious of the talents he possessed. At 
first he was more attentive to the apparent than the real 
effects of his .eloquence, but as he grew older distrusted 
those sudden conversions of which he was perpetually told. 

Although we have called Whitefield the founder of the 
Calvinistic methodists, it would perhaps be more proper to 
say that he was the reviver of Calvinism in these kingdoms. 
He left indeed a few places of worship, yet in most in- 
stances, he was satisfied with impressing upon the multi- 
tudes who flocked to hear him, the importance of their 
salvation, and leaving them to the constant care of their 
Tegular clergymen, or dissenting ministers with whom he 
maintained communion. But to those distinct congrega- 
tions which he had raised, have been added, what is called 
lady Huntingdon's connection ; and since his death the 
successors at his chapels have laboured diligently to ex- 
tend their pale, and have formed what is called the anibn 
of the Calvinist methodists^ which may be considered as 
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having amtlgamated th£ different patties into one body» 
It has been remarked by a late writer, as a strikincr diffe* 
rence between Wesley and Whitefield, that " while Wesley 
was drilling his followers into a regular system, with all the 
policy of the catholic fathers of Paraguay, and thus raising 
a well-disciplined army, which moved obsequious to his 
commanding voice ; his less politic brother neglected to 
provide for the perpetuity of his name^ and with generotis 
indifference to self, raised only a popular standard, around 
which detached parties of flying troops voluntarily ranged 
themselves.'* Whitefield*s Works, practical and controver- 
sial, were ptA>lished in 6 vols. 8vo. ' 

WHITEHEAD (David), an eminent divine of the six- 
teenth century, was of the family of Whiteheads of Tuder- 
ley in Hampshire, and was educated at Ostford, but whether 
at All Souls or Brasenose colleges. Wood has not deter- 
mined. He was chaplain to queen Anne Boleyn. Wood 
says, he was *^ a great light of learning, and a most heavenly 
professor of divinity." Archbishop Cranmer says that ** he 
was endowed with good knowledge, special honesty, fer*> 
vent seal, and politic wisdom/' for which, in )552, he no- 
minated him as the fittest person for the archbishopric of 
Armagh* This nomination, however, did not succeed. Itt 
the beginning of the tyrannic reign of queen Mary, he re«> 
tired, with many of his countrymen, to Francfort, where 
he was chosen pastor to the English congregation of exile^^ 
and when differences arose respecting church -discipline, 
endeavoured to compose them by the moderation of his 
opinions. On the accession of queen Elizabeth, he re*- 
turned to England, and was one of the committee appointed 
to review king Edward^s liturgy ; and in 1559 was also ap- 
pointed one of the public disputants against the popish 
bishops. In this he appeared to so much advantage, that 
the queen is said to have offered him the archbishopric of 
Canterbury^ but this he declined, as well as the mastership 
of the Savoy, excusing himself to the queen by saying that 
he could live plentifully by the preaching of the gospel 
'without any preferment. He was accordingly a frequent 
preacher, and in various places where preaching wars most 
wanted. He remained a single man, which much pleased 
•the queen, who had a great antipathy against the married 
clergy. Lord Bacon informs us that when Whitehead was 

^ life by Gilliea. 
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dne day at court, the qaeen said, ** I like tbee h^k^ff 
Whitehead, because thou livest unmarried.'* *' In troth, 
madam," he replied, ** I like you the worse for the same 
cause." Maddox, in his examination of NeaPs History of 
the Puritans, thinks that << Whitehead ought to be added 
to the number of those eminent pious men, who approved 
of the constitution, and died members of the church of 
England;" but it appears from Strype*8 life of Griodal^ 
that he was deprived in 1564 for objecting to the habits ; 
bow long he remained under censure we are not told. He 
died in 1571, but where buried. Wood was not able to dis^ 
cover. The only works attributed to bis pen are, ^* Lec^ 
tions and Homilies on 8t. Paul's Epistles ;*' and in a 
** Brief Discourse of the Troubles begun at Francfort," 
1575, 4to, are several of bi:i discourses, and answers to the 
objections of Dr. Horde concerning matters of disciplioe 
and worship. In Parkhurst's ** Epigram. Juvenil." are some 
addressed to Whitehead ; and from the same authority we 
learn that he had been preceptor to Cfaarles Brandon, duke 
of Suffolk. * 

WHITEHEAD (George), an eminent person among 
tbe Quakers, was born at Sunbigg in the parish of Ortoo, 
Westmoreland, about 1636, and received his edacation at 
the free school of Blencoe in Cumberland. After leaving 
school he was for a time engaged in the instruction of 
youth, but before be had attained the age of eighteen, Uie 
journal of. his life exhibits him travelling in different parts 
of England, propagating with zeal, as well las success, the 
principles of the Quakers, then recently become known as 
a distinct religious denomination. Of the Quakers and 
their tenets, he had obtained some information a consider- 
able time before an opportunity occurred for his being at 
any of their meetings. At the first which he attended, 
it happened that there was a young person present, who 
feeling deep distress of mind, went out of the m^eetiog, 
and seated on tbe ground, unaware or rcigardless of being 
observed, cried out— *^' Lord, make me dean; O Lord, 
make me clean !'' an ejaculation which, he sayi^ affected 
him more than any preaching he had everlieard. Con* 
tinning to attend the meetings of the Quakers, he became 
united with them in profession, and, as has been 
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tioned, a promalgator of their doctrine. ]Hi$ first journey 
was ^ouib)v^rd, and bis first imprisonnient, for to one in 
this character imprisonment may he mentioneic) aa thep 
almost an event in course, was in the city of Norwich. 
Another imprisoiiqnent of fourteen or fifteen months UA* 
lowed not long after 9t EdmQndnhury, attended wiihcir* 
cumstances of mi^ch hardship. From tim he was released 
by yirtue of an order from the Proi/ector ; hut, w^^ sQon 
again apprehended while preaching at Nayl.and in Sufix>ik| 
and by two jjustices sentenced to be whipped, uncjer <pre« 
tence of his being a vagabond ; which was execiited with 
sevjerity, but neither the paiu nor the ignominy of the pu- 
nishixient damped the fervency of the sufferer ; 9nd as per<- 
secutiou commonly defei^|ts its own object, so in this case 
the report of the treatment he bad met with spreading in 
the country, the resort to hear his preaching was increa^tcd* 

In the course of his travels he was frequently engaged in 
disputes with opponents who seem to have anticipated ati 
easy triumph by their expertness in the forms of scholastic 
logic. Although uneducated in this arc of logomachy, ati 
art which has long since so deservedly sunk ii)to disestecmi 
he soon became ready in detecting the fallacies of his an-* 
tagonists ; all of which indeed did jiol r/equire equal pene- 
tration; for instance, in a public dispute at Cambridge he 
was attacked by a man of erudition with this syllogism : 
<'He that refusea to take the oath of abjuration is a papist; 
but you (the Quakers) refuse to take the oath of al)juration; 
ergOy you are Papists!'* 

In fact the Acts in force against the Roman Catlioh'cj 
were not nnfrequently the means of suffering to the 
Quakers. But soon after the restoration of Charles II. the 
latter were made the express objects of a law, the precursot* 
of others of the same tendency, and imposing penalties 
that extended to banishment. In the progress of the bill 
through the House of Commons, Whitehead with ihreje 
Others was admitted to the bar of the house to be hear4 ia 
defence of their society ; but they pleaded in vain. The 
bill passed into a law$ and two of the four who had thus 
advocated the cause soon .died in a crowded and unhealthy 
prison, to which they had been dragged from their meet* 
ings. Whitehead was also imprisoned with them, but 
escaped the destructive effects of. confinement. 

In 1672, when the kipg had issued his declaration for 
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suspending the penal laws against noncoDformists, a rery 
acceptable service was rendered by Whitehead to the so- 
ciety of which he was a member, by obtaining an order 
under the great seal for the discharge from prison of about 
four hundred of their persuasion, many of whom had been, 
for years in a state of close and rigorous restraint. Some 
other dissenters also partook of the benefit of his exertions, 
which he records with satisfaction. 

On several other occasions he was concerned in applica- 
tions on behalf of the Quakers to Charles II. and to his 
successor. Afier the happy event of the revolution he ^zm 
eminently assisting te bis friends at the time when the To- 
leration bill was before parliament ; and afterwards bore a 
very considerable part in making those representations 
which led to the legal allowance of an affirmation instead 
of an oath, and to other relief. When the bill which has 
just been adverted to was pending in the House of Com- 
mons, a declaration of faith was proposed to be introduced, 
which to the Quakers, who seem to have been particularly 
aimed at by it, would not have been perfectly free from 
objection. In lieu of the declaration so proposed. White- 
head and those who acted with him on behalf of the society, 
on this important occasion procured another to be substi- 
tuted, which (thus he expresses himself) ^*we proposed and 
humbly offered as our'own real belief of the Deity of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, viz. * I profess faith in God 
the Father, and in Jesus Christ, his eternal Son, the true 
God, and in the Holy Spirit, one God blessed for ever ; 
and do acknowledge the Holy Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testament to be given by Divine Inspiration.* " 

Respected and esteemed by his brethren, whom he con- 
tinued to edify by his ministry and by bis example, White- 
head lived to a very advanced age, and appears to have re- 
tained his mental faculties to the last. For some weeks, 
and some weeks only, before his decease, he %vas prevented 
from attending meetings for public worship by infirmities 
which he bore with Christian patience and resignation, 
waiting for his dissolution, and signifying that the sting of 
death was taken away. He died in March 1722-3, aged 
about eighty-six. 

He was twice married, but appears to have left no issue. 
During the latter and considerably the greater part of bis 
life be resided in or near the metropolis. Besides i^arious. 
publications, chieBy controversial, he left behind him sooke 
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memoirs of his life, which were priDted in 1725, in one 
volume 8vo. ' 

WHITEHEAD (John), a physician, and preacher 
among the Methodists in the connexion of Wesley, whose 
life he wrote, was born of honest industrious parents in the 
country. At an early age be exhibited proofs of genius ; 
and, before twenty, was a proficient in the Latin and Greek 
languages. Early in life he was connected with the Messrs. 
Wesley, and preached at Bristol. He left.them, however^ 
and set up as a linen-draper in that city, but failed in bu« 
siness; after which be became a Quaker, and a speaker in 
the congregations of that respectable body, who, by their 
beneficent friendship, set him up in a large boarding* 
-school at Wandsworth, where many of their children were 
educated. Mr. Barclay, wishing his son to travel, proposed 
Dr. Whitehead to be his companion, paid all bis expences, 
and settled on hkn \00l a year. They went to lleyden, 
and his thirst for knowledge induced him to attend the ana- 
tomical, philosophical, and medic^ lectureship; and,- about 
1790, he had arrived at such a pitch of knowledge that his 
correspondence with Dr. Lettsom determined the latter to 
bring him forward ; so that, even while at Leyden (Dr. Kooy- 
stra, physician of the London Dispensary in Primrose-street^ 
dying) the Doctor introduced him to that roo»t excellent 
charity. After he had been in London two years, the Friends 
endeavoured to bring him into the London Hospital, Mile* 
end, which was only lost by one vote, occasioned by giving 
a draft on a banker for payment the next day instead of the 
present at the time of the election. In about three years 
the Doctor left the Quakers, and united himself again to 
the Wesleys; and Mr. Wesley said to Mr. Ranken, *<Do 
what you can to unite Dc Whitehead with us again.'* He 
succeeded ; and Dr. W. preached very often, and was 
highly esteemed both as a physician and preacher; so 
much so, that he attended Mr. Wesley in his last illness, 
and preached his funeral sermon. He afterwards published 
** The Life of the Rev. John Wesley, M. A. some time fel- 
low of Lincoln college, Oxford, collected from his private 
Papers and printed Works, and written at the request of 
his Executors." Of this work, which professedly forms 
** a History of Methodism,** the first volume appeared in 
1793, the second in 1706. This valuable and candid work 



1 Mcjaoin at above, abridged and comraaoicated by a correspondent. 
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occasioned a rupture between Dr. Coke and his associat«% 
who were styled "The Conference," and Dr. Whitehead; 
aft they intended themselves to publish a Life; and the 
publication caused much party-dispute among the Wet- 
leys^ so as to exclude the Doctor from preaching ; but a 
reconciliation took place, and he was again admitted to the 
pulpit. He died March 7, 1804. » 

WHITEHEAD (Paul), an {:nglish poet and satirist, the 
youngest son of Edmund Whitehead, a taylor, was born at 
his fathers house, in Castle-yard, Holborn, Feb. 6, 1709- 
10, Bt. PaoPs day, O.S. to which circumstance he is said 
to owe his . name. As he was intended for trade, he re- 
ceived no other education than what a school at Hitchin^ 
in Hertfordshire, afforded ; and, at the usual age, was 
placed as an apprentice to a mercer or woollen-draper in 
Londoti. Here he had for his associate the late Mr. Lowth, 
of Paternoster-row, long the intimate friend, and after** 
wards the executor, of the celebrated tragedian, James 
Quin. Whitehead and Lowth were both of a lively dispo- 
sition, and fond of amusement : Lowth had attached him- 
self to the theatre, and by his means Whitehead becane 
acquainted with some of the theatrical personages of that 
d^y ; and among others, with Fleetwood, the manager. 
Lowth, however, continued in business, while Whitehead 
tvas encouraged to enter himself of the Temple, and study 
the law. 

Fleetwood was always in distress, and always contriving 
new modes of relief: Whitehead was pliable, good-na- 
tured, and friendly ; and being applied to by the artful 
manager, to enter into a joint security for the payment of 
three thousand pounds, which he was told would not affect 
him, as another name, besides Fleetwood^ft, was wanted 
merely as a matter of form, readily fell into the snare. 
It is perhaps wonderful that Whitehead, who knew some- 
thing of business, and something of law, should have been 
deceived by a pretence so flimsy : but, on the other hand, 
it is not improbable that Fleetwood, who had the baseness 
to lie, had also the cunning to enjoin secresy; and White- 
head might be flattered, by being thus admitted into his 
confidence. The consequence, however, was, that Fleet- 
wood was unable to pay y and Whitehead, considering him- 
self as entrapped into a promise, did nut look upon it as 

I Gent. Mag, 


WHITEHEAD. 4$» 

bifiding in honour, and therefore submitted to a long con- 
finement in the Fleet Prison. If this transaction happened, 
as one of his biographers informs us, about the year 1742, 
Whitehead was not unable to have satisfied Fleetwood's 
creditors. He had, in the year 1735, married Anna 
Dyer, the only daughter of Sir Swinnerton Dyer, bart. 
of Spains Hall, Essex, with whom he received the sum of 
ten thousand pounds. By what means he was released at 
last, without payment, we are not told. ' 

Long before this period*. Whitehead, who from his 
infancy bad discovered a turn for poetry, and had, when at 
school, corresponded in rhime with bis father, distinguished 
himself both as a poet and a politioiaa. In the latter cha* 
racter, he appears to have united the principles of Jaco- 
bitism and republicanism in no very consistent propor* 
tions. As a Jacobite, he took every opportunity of vent- 
ing his spleen against the reigning family ; and, as a re- 
publican, he was no less outrageous in his ravings about 
liberty ; which, in his dictionary, meant an utter abhor- 
rence of kings, courts, and ministers. His Arst production 
of this kind was the ** State Dunces,"' in 1733, inscribed Co 
Mr. Pope, and written with a close imitation of that poet's 
satires. The keenness of his abuse, and harmony of his 
veNe, and, above all, the personalities which he dealt 
about him with a most liberal hand, conferred popularity 
on this poem, and procured him the character of an enemy 
who was to be dreaded, and a friend who ought to be 
secured. He was accordingly favoured by the party then 
in opponition to sir Robert Walpole ; and, at no great dis- 
tance of time, became patronized by Bubb Dodington, 
and the other adherents of the Prince of Wales's court. 
The " State Dunces'* was answered, in a few days, by " A 
Friendly Epistle** to its author, in verse not much inferior. 
Whitehead sold his poem toDodsleyfor ten guineas; a cir- 
cumstance which Dr. Johnson, who thought meanly of our 
poet, recollected afterwards, when Dodsley offered to pur- 
chase his ^^ London," and conditioned for the same sum. 

* *< The first whimsical circum- laid aside from that period." Captain 

stance, which drew the eyes of ihe ThompsonXLi^^ of Whitehead, p.^vii. 

wortd upon him, was his introduction But Whitehead was long known to the 

«f the mock procession of masonry, in world befate this mock procassion* 

which Mr. Squire Carey gave him «hii:!i did not take place (ill the year 

much assistance : ami so poweifbl was I'<44. Squire Carey was a surgeon in 

the laugh and satire against ihat secret Pall mail, aodan associate of Ralph, 

tociety, that the anniversary parade was and other minor humourists of the day " 
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I might, p6rfaapS| have accepted of JeM, but that Paul 
Whitehead had a little before got ten guineas for a poaa^ 
and I would not take less than Paul Whitehead." 

In 1739, Whitehead publiahed bis more celebrated poem^ 
entitled ** Manners;" a satire not only upon the admi* 
nistration, but upon all the venerable forms of the conati* 
tution, under the assumption of a uaiversat depravity of 
manners. Pope had at this time taken liberties which, in 
the opinion of some politicians, ought to be repressed. In 
his second dialogue of '* Seventeen Hundred and Thirty* 
eight," be gave offence to one of the Foxesi among 
others ; which Fox, in a reply to Lyttelton, took an oppor- 
tunity of repaying, by reproaching him with the friendship 
of a lampooner, who scattered his ink without fear or de» 
cency, and against whom he hoped the resentment of the 
legislature would quickly be discharged. Pope, however, 
was formidable, and had many powerful friends. With all 
bis prejudices, he was the first poet of the age, and an 
honour to his country. But Paul White.head was less enti- 
tled to respect : he was formidable rather by his calqmny 
than his talents, and might be prosecuted with effect. 

Accordingly, in the House of Peers, lord Delawar, after 
expatiating on the gross falsehoods and injurious iiiipttta-r 
tions contained in a poem against many noblemen and pre- 
lates of high character, moved that the author and pub- 
lisher should attend at the bar of the house. On the day 
appointed, Dodsley appeared as the publisher, Whitehead 
having absconded. Dodsley pleaded that he did not look 
into the contents of the poem, *^ but that imagining there 
might be something in it, as he saw it was a satire by its 
tit)e*page, that might be laid hold of in law, be insisted 
that the author should affix his name to it, and that then 
he printed it." In consequence of this confession be was 
taken into the custody of the usher of the black rod, but 
released after a short confinement and payment of the usual 
fees. Iq order to procure this lenity, Dudsley drew up a 
petition to the House, which the earl of Essex, one of the 
noble personapres libelled in the poem, had the generosity 
to present. Victor, in one of his letters, informs us that 
be had the boldness to suggest this measure to the earl. 

No farther steps were taken against the author of ^* Man- 
ners;" the whole process, indeed, was supposed to be in- 
tended rather to intimidate Pope than to punish Whitehead; 
Und it answered that purpose : Pope became cautious^ 
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^* willing to wound, and yet afraid to strike/' and White- 
bead for some years remained quiet. * The noise, however^ 
wfaicb this prosecution occasioned, and its failure as to the 
main object, induced Whitehead's enemies to try whether 
be might not be assailed in another way, and rendered the 
subject of odium, if not of punishment. In this pursuit 
the authors of some of the ministerial journals published a 
letter from a Cambridge student who had been expelled 
for atheism, in which it was intimated that Whitehead be- 
longed to a club of young men who assembled to encourage 
one another in shaking off what they termed the. prejudices 
of education. But Whitehead did not suffer this to disturb 
the retirement so necessary in his present circumstances, 
and as the accusation had no connection with his politics or 
his poetry, he was content to sacrifice his character witb 
respect to religion, which he did not value, in support of 
the cause he had espoused. That he was an infidel seems 
generally acknowledged by all his biographers ; and when 
he joined the club at Mednam Abbey, it must be confessed 
that his practices did not disgrace his profession. 

In 1744 he published ** The Gymnasiad,^* a just satire 
on the savage amusements of the boxers, which were then 
more publicly, if not more generally encouraged, than in 
our own days. Broughton, who died within these few 
years at Lambeth, was at that time the invincible champion, 
and Whitehead accordingly dedicated the poem to him in 
a strain of easy humour. Soon after, he published ** Ho- 
nour*,** another satire at the expence of the leading men 
in power, whom he calumniates with all that relentless and 
undistinguishing bitterness in which (jhurcbill afterwards 
excelled. We next find him an active partizan in the 
contested election for Westminster between lord Trentham 
and sir George Vandeput, in 1749. He not only canvassed 


f " I niist tell you that the cele- 
brated Mr. Paul Wl^tehead has been 
at Deal, with a fami'y where I often 
Tisit ; and it vat mv fate to be once 
in bit company, mtich agaiott my will; 
for having oatura'ly as strong an an- 
tipathy to a wit, as tome people have 
to a cat, I at firai fairly run away to 
avoid ii. However, at la«t I wat drag- 
ged in. and condemned by my per- 
verse fortvne to hear part of a xa/yrv 
just ready for the press. Considered 
as poftry and wit, it bad some ev- 
Ircniely fine strokes ; but the vile prac- 


tice of exalting some characters, and 
abusing others, without any colour of 
trnih or justice, has something sol 
shocking in it, that the finest gentue 
in the world cannot, I think, take from 
the horror of; and I had much ado to 
sit with any kind of patience to bear it 
out. Surely there is nothing more 
provoking than to »ee fine talent^ sn 
wretchedly mitfappUed*'^— Part of a 
letter from Mrs. Carter (in her Me- 
moirs lately published by the Rev. M* 
Pennington) and dated ^pril 1743. 
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for sir George (for whom also bis patron Dodington voted) 
but wrote the greater part of his advertisements, bandbiUs^ 
and paragraphs. He wrote also the ^* Case of the Hon. Alex- 
ander Murray/' who was sent to Newgate for heading a 
riot on that occasion. 

In 1755 he published ** An £pistle to Dr, Thomson." 
This physician was one of the persons who shared in the 
convivial hours of Mr. Dodington, afterwards lord Mel- 
combe, although it is . not easy to discover what use he 
could make of a physician out of practice, a man of most 
slovenly habits, and who had neither taste nor talents. It 
was at his lordship's house where Whitehead became ac- 
quainted with this roan, and looked up to him as an oracle 
both in politics and physic ; and here too he associated very 
cordially with Ralph, whom he had abused with so much 
contempt in the *' State Dunces." From his Diary lately 
published, and from some of his unpublished letters in our 
possession, it appears that Dodington had no great respect 
for Thomson,- and merely used him. Whitehead, Ralph, 
and others, as convenient tools in his various political in- 
trigues. Whitehead's epistle is an extravagant encomium 
on Thomson, of whose medical talents he could be no 
judge, and which, if his ** Treatise on the Small-pox" be 
a specimen, were likely to be more formidable to his pa- 
tients than to his brethren. 

Except a small pamphlet on the disputes, in 1768, be- 
tween the four managers of Covent-garden theatre, the 
" Epistle to Dr, Thomson" was the last of our author't 
detached publications. The lesser pieces to be found in 
his works, were occasional trifles written for the theatres 
or public gardens. He was now in easy, if not affluent 
circumsunces. , By the interest of lord Le Despenser, he 
got the place of deputy-treasurer of the chamber, worth 
800/. and held it to his death. On this acquisition, he 
purchased a cottage on Twickenham common, and from a 
design of his friend Isaac Ware, the architect, at a small 
expence improved it into an elegant villa. Here, accord- 
ing to sir John Hawkins, he was visited by very few of the 
inhabitants of that classical spot, but' his bouse was open to 
all his London acquaintance ; Hogarth, Lambert, and Hay- 
man, painters; Isaac Ware, Beard, and Havard, &c. In 
such company principally, he passed the remainder of his 
days, suffering the memory of his poetry and politics to 
decay gradually. His death happened at his lodgings in 
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iienriQlta^iStreety Covent- garden, Dec. 30, 1774. For some 
tidae previous to this event he lingered under a severe ill-* 
ness, during which be employed hioiself in burning all his 
manuscripts. Among these were the orii«;inals of manjr 
occasional pieces of poetry, written for the amusement of 
his friends, some of which had probably been published 
without Ills name, and cannot now be distinguished. His 
Works were published in an elegant quarto volume (in 1777) 
by Capt Edward Thompson, who prefixed memoirs of his 
life, in which however there is very little that had not been 
published in tfae Annual Register of 1775. The character 
Thompson gives of him is an overstrained panegyric, incon- 
•isteut in itself, and more so when compared with some 
facts which be had not the sense to conceal, nor the virtue 
to censure. 

Whitehead's character has never been in much esteem^ 
yet it was not uniformly bad. I'hose who adopt a severe 
sentence passed by Churchill, in these lines, 

" May 1 (can Worse disgrace on manhood fkll ?) ^ 
Be bom a Whitbumad and baptised a Faul." * 

will want nothing else to excite abhorrence ; but Churchill 
hai taken too many liberties with truth to be believed with* 
out corroborating evidenci^. Besides, we are to consider 
what part of Whitehead's conduct excited this indi^^nation. 
Paul's great atid unpardonable crime, in Churchilrs eyes, 
Was his accepting a place under government, and laying 
aside a pen, which, in conjunction with Churchiirs, might 
have created wonders in the political world. Churchill 
could not dislike him because he was an infidel and a tnan 
of pleasure. In point of morals, there was surely not much 
difference in the misfortune of being born a Whitehead or 
a Churchill. 

How very erroneous Whitehead's life had been, is too 
evident from his having shared in those scenes of blasphemy 
and debauchery which were performed at Medmenham, or 
Mednam Abbey, a house on the banks of the Thames, near 
Marlow in Buckinghamshire. His noble patron (then sir 
•Francis Dashwood), sir Thomas Stapleton, John Wilkes, 

* Capt. Thompson, whose notions of *' One would conclude, that he had a 
right and wrong are more confused very pariicalar enmity to P. Wbite- 
thao those of any man who ever pre- bead, but, to do him justice^ be had en- 
tended to delineate a character, sayi mity to no man : very few breasts ever 
that in these lines Churchill meant'* to possessed more philanthropy, eha- 
l)e neither illiberal nor ill-natured.*' rity and honour !'' 


444 


W H I T E H E A D. 


Whitehead, arvd others, combioed at this place in a scfaeoie 
of impious and sensual indulgence, unparalleled in the 
annals of infi^n)y; and perhaps there cannot be a more 
striking proof of want of shame, as well as of yirtae, than 
the circumstance which occasioned the discovery of this 
refined brothel f. Wilkes was the first person to disclose 
the shocking secret, and that merely out of a pique against 
one of the members who had promoted the prosecution 
against him for writing«.the *' Essay on Woman." In the 
same note, to one of Churchiirs poems, in which be pub«- 
"lisbed the transactions of this profligate cabal, he was not 
aahamed to insert his own name as a partner in the guilt. 

That Whitehead repented of the share he. took in this 
club, we are not told. His character suffered, however, 
in common with that of the other members ; and he ap- 
pears to iiave been willing to " buy golden opinions of 
all men'* by acts of popularity, and gain some respect 
from his social, if he could gain none from his personal 
virtues. Sir John Hawkins represents him, as by nature 
a friendly and kind-hearted .man, well acquainted with 
Tulgar .manners and the town, but little skilled in know- 
ledge of the world, and little able to resist the arts of' de- 
signing men. He had married a woman of a good family 
A\d fortune, whom, though homely in her person, and little 
better than ah ideot]:, he treated not only with humanity, 
but with tenderness, hiding, as well as he was able, those 
defects in her understanding, which are oftener the sub- 
jects of ridicule than compassion. At Twickenham, adds 
sir John, he maniFested the goodness of his nature in the ex- 
ercise of kind offices, in healing breaches, and composing 
differences between his poor neighbours. 
' But whatever care Whitehead took to retrieve bis cha- 
racter, and throw oblivion over the most blameable part of 


^ AfUr Bucb aa account of the in< 
decencies practised at this place, as 
cottld become the character only of the 
shameless narrator, Capt. Tbomp'«oii 
sums up the whole in these words, 
which are an additional specimen of 
his ability iu delineating moral cha- 
racter — " Now all litat can be drawn 
' from the pitblication of t!i«*8e ceremo- 
nies is, that a Pet of worthy, jotly fel- 
lows, happy disciples of Venus and 
Baccliu.s got occasionally together, to 
Celebrate Woniau in wine ; and tu give 


more zest to (he festive meeting, thej 
plucked every luxurious idea from the 
ancients, and eoriched their own mo- 
dern pleasures with the addilieo of 
classic luxury." It may be otroessarj 
to inform the reader, that among their 
modern pleasures, they assumed jhe 
names of the apusi lea, nothing in whose 
history was sacred from their impious ^ 
ribald, y. 

} His biographer, above mentioned, 
calls her *' a most amiable lady." She 
died, howeTer, young. 
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his life, he unintentiooally revived the whole by <e clause 
in his will) in which, out of gratitude^ he bequeathed his 
H£ART to lord Le Despenser, and desired it might be de- 
posited, if his lordship pleased, in some corner of bis m^u^ 
soleum. These terms were accordingly fulfilled, and the 
valuable relic deposited with the ceremony of a military 
procession, vocal performers habited, as a choir, in sur-^ 
plices, and every other testimony of veneration. The 
whole was followed by the performance of an oratorio in 
West Wycombe church. The following incantation which 
was sung at the placing of the urn in the mausoleum, may 
be a sufficient specimen of this solemn mockery : 

" From earth to heaven Writerbad's soul is fled; 
Refulgent glories beam around his head ! 
His muse, concording with resounding strings^ 
Gives angels words to praise the King of Kings.'* 

His poems were appen4ed to the last edition of Dr. 
Johnson's collection, yet it may be doubted whether any 
partiality can assign him iwvery high i\ink even among ver* 
sifiers. He was a professed imitator of Pope, in his satiret^ 
and may be entitled to all the praise which successful imi- 
tation deserves. His lines are in general harmonious and 
correct, and sometimes vigorous, but be owed his popu- 
larity chiefly to the personal calumnies so liberally thrown 
out against men of rank, in the defamation of whum a very 
active and extensive party was strongly interested. Like 
Churchill's, therefore, his works were forgotten when the 
contending parties were removed or reconciled. But he 
had not the energetic and original genius of Churchill, noi* 
aanr we find many passages in which the spirit of genuine 
poetry is discoverable. Of his character as a poet, he was 
himself very careless, considering it perhaps as only the 
temporary instrument of his advancement to ease and in- 
dependence. No persuasions could induce him to collect 
his works, and they would probably never have been col- 
lected, had not the frequent mention of his name in coa- 
junction with those of his political patrons, and the active 
services of his pen, created a something like permanent 
reputation, and a desire to collect the various docume»ti 
by which the history of factions may be illustrated. ' * 

WHITEHEAD (William), another English poet, of a 
more estimable character, was born at Cambridge iu the 

« Kiigli,li T^oels, 21 voU-. 8tro* 1810. 
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beginning of 1 7 1 5. H'm fiaiher wa9 a baker in St. BotolpbV 
parish, and at one time must have been a man of some 
property or some interest, as be bestowed a liberal educa- 
tion ou bis eldest soOt John, who after entering into the 
church, held the living of Pershore in the diocese of Wor« 
cester. He would probably have been enabled to extend 
the same care to William, bis second son, bad he not died 
wh^n the boy was at school, and left bis widow involved in 
debts contracted by extravagance or folly* A few acres of 
land, near Grantchester, on which be expended consider^- 
able sums of money, without, it would appear,' expecUng 
much return, is yet known by the w^meoiWhiiehead^sFidly, 
William received the first rudiments of education at 
some common school at Cambridge, a.nd at the age of 
fourteen was removed to Winchester, having obtained a 
nomination into that college by jtbe interest of Mr. Brom- 
ley, afterwards lord Moiufort. Of his behaviour while at 
school his biographer, Mr. Mason, received the following 
account from Dr. Ba^guy. ^^ He was always of a delicate 
turn, and though obliged to go to the hills with the other 
boys, spent his time there in reading either plays or poe- 
try; and was also particularly fond of the Ataiantis, and 
all other books of private history or character. He very 
early exhibited his tast^e for poetry ; for while other boys 
were contented with shewing up twelve or fourteen lines, 
hf would fill jialf a sheet, but always witli English verse. 
This Dr. Burton, tlie master, at first discouraged ; but, 
after some time, be was so much charmed, that he spoke 
of them with rapture. When be was sixteen he wrote a 
whole comedy. , In the winter of the year 1732, he b said 
to have acted a female part in the Andria, under Dr. Bur<- 
toB*s direction. Of this there are some doubts; but it is cer> 
tain that be acted Marcia, in the tragedy of Cato, with 
much applause* In the year 1733, the earl of Peterbo* 
rough, faavtug Mi*. Pope at his bouse near Southampton, 
carried him to Winchester to shew him the college, school, 
iuc. Tb.e earl gave ten guineas to be disposed of in prizes 
aooongst the boys, and Mr. Pope set them a subject to 
ivrite upon, viz. PExeRBOHOUGH. Prizes of a guinea £ack 
were given to six pf the hoys, of wfaom Whitehead was one. 
The remaining sum was laid out for other boys in subscrip-* 
tions to Pine's Horace, then about to be published. He 
never excelled in writing epigrams, nor did he make any 
cogstderable figure in Latin verse, though he understood 
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tbe clatsics very well, and had a good memory. He was, 
bowever, employed to translate into Latin the first epistle 
of the Essay on Man ; and the translation is Aill extant in 
his own hand. Dobson^s success in translating Prions So- 
lomon had put this pro^ct into Mr. Pope*s head, and he 
set various persons to work upon it. 

^* His school friendships were usually contracted either 
with noblemen, or gentlemen of large fortune, such as lord 
Drumlanrig, sir Charles Douglas, sir Robert Burdett, Mr. 
Try on, and Mr. Mundy of Leicestershire. The choice of 
those persons was imputed by some of his schoolfellows to 
vanity, by others to prudence ; but might it not be owing 
to bis delicacy, as this would make him easily disgusted 
with the coarser manners of ordinary boys ? He was school- 
tutor to Mr. Wallop, afterwards lord Lymington, son to 
the late earl of Portsmouth, and father to the present earl. 
He enjoyed, for some httle time, a lucrative place in the 
college, that of preposter of the hall. At tbe election iti 
September, 1735, be was treated with singular injustice; 
for, through the force of superior interest, be was placed 
so low on the roll, that it was scarce possible for him to 
succeed to New-coUege. Being now superannuated, he 
left Winchester of course, deriving no other advan^tage from 
the college than a good education : this, however, be bad 
ingenuity enough to acknowledge, with gratitude, in a 
poem prefixed to tbe second edition of Dr. Lowch*s Life of 
William of Wickbam/' 

In all this there is nothing extraordinary ; nor can the 
partiality of his biographer conceal that, among tbe early 
efforts of his muse, there is not one which seems to indicate 
the future poet, although he is anxious to attribute this to 
bis having followed the example of Pa>pe, rather than of 
Spenser, Fairfax, and Milton. The *' Vision of Solomon,'' 
however, which he copied from Whitehead's juvenile manu- 
scripts, is entitled to considerable praise. Even when a 
acboolboy be had attentively studied the various manners 
of the best authors ; and in the coprse of his poetical life, 
attained no small felicity in exhibiting specimens of almost 
every kind of stanea. 

Although he lost his father before be had resided at 
Winchester above two years, yet by his own frugality, and 
such assistance as his mother, a very amiable, prudent, and 
exemplary woman, could give him, he was enabled to re- 
JUfiin at school until the election for New college, in which 
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we have seen hie was disappointed. Two months after, ha 
returned to Cambridge, where he was indebted to his ex* 
traction, loTti ^^ ^^- Mason thinks it, for what laid the 
foundation of his future success in life. The circumstance 
of his being the orphan son of a baker gave him an uoex« 
ceptionable claim to one of the scholarships found at Clare- 
hall by Mr. Thomas Pyke, who had followed that trade in 
Cambridge. His mother accordingly got him admitted a 
sizar in this college, under the tuition of Messrs. Curling, 
Goddard, and Hopkinson, Nov. 26, 1735. After every 
* allowance is made for the superior value of money in his 
time, it will remain a remarkable proof of his poverty and 
economy, that this scholarship, which amounted only to 
four shillings a week, was in his circumstances a desirable 
object. 

He brought some little reputation with him to college, 
and his poetical attempu when at school, with the notice 
Mr. Pope had taken of him, would probably secure bim 
from the neglect attached to inferiority of rank. But it is 
more to his nonour that by his amiable manners and intelli- 
gent conversation, he recommended himself to the special 
notice of some very distinguished contemporaries, of Drs. 
^Powell, Balguy, Ogden, Stebbing, and Hurd, who not 
only admitted him to an occasional intercourse, but to an 
intiinacy and respect which continued through the various 
scenes of their lives. lu such society his morals and indu9- 
trj* had every encouragement which the best example could 
give, and be soon surmounted the prejudices which vulgar 
minds might have indulged on the recollection of his birth 
and poverty. 

When the marriage of the prince of Wales in 1736, and 
the birth of his son, the present king, called for the gra* 
tulatory praises of the universities. Whitehead wrote some 
verses on these subjects, which he inserted in the first coU 
lection of his poems, published in 1754, but omitted from 
the second in 1774. They are restored, however, to the 
late edition of the English Poets, as they have been re* 
printed in some subsequent collections ; nor can there be 
much danger to the reputation of a poet in telling the world 
that his earliest efforts were not his best. 

The production with which, in Mr. Mason's opinion, be 
commenced a poet, was bis epistle *^On the Danger of 
Writing in Verse." This, we are told, obtained general ad- 
miration, and was highly approved by Pope. But that it 
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is *' one of the most happy imitatioss extant of PopeV pre- 
ceptive manner," is a praise wbith seems to come from 
Mr. Mason's friendship, rather than his judgment. The 
subject is but slightly touched, and the sentiments are 
ojfiten obscure. The finest passage, and happiest imitation 
of Pope,' is that in which he condemns the licentiousness 
of certain poets. The tale of << Atys and Adrastus," his 
next publication, is altogether superior to the former. It 
is elegant, pathetic, and enriched with some beautiful 
imagery. " The Epistle of Anne Boleyn to Henry VIII.'* 
which followed, will not be thought to rank very high 
among productions of this kind. ^^The truth is,'' says Mr. 
Mason, <^Mr. Pope^s Eloisa to Ab^lard is such 2^ chef 
d^osuxTt^ that nothing of the kind can be relished after it.'* 
Our critic has, however, done no credit to Whitehead by 
this insinuation of rivalship, and yet less to himself by 
following it with a petulant attacljL on Dr. Johnson. In his 
eagerness to injure the reputation of a man so much his 
superior, and with whom, it is said, he never exchanged 
an angry word, he would exclude sympathy from the charms 
which attract in the Eloisa, and, at the expence of taste 
and feeling, passes a clumsy sarcasm on papisticalmachinery* 

71)e ^< Essay on Ridicule" was published in 1743. It is 
by far the best of his didactic pieces, and one upon which, 
his biographer thinks^ he bestowed great pains. '* His 
own natural candour led bim to admit the use of this excel* 
lent (though frequently misdirected) weapon of the mind 
with more restrictions than, perhaps, any person will sub- 
mit to, who has the pow^r of employing it successfully." 
The justice of this observation is proved by almost univer* 
sal experience. Pope and Swift at this time were striking 
instances of the abuse of a talent which, moderated bj 
candour, and respect for what ought to be above all ridt* 
cule and all levity, might contribute more powerfully XA 
sink vice into contempt than any other means that can be 
employed. 

This poem is not now printed as it came from the pen of 
the author on its first publication. Some lines at the con« 
elusion are omitted, in which he was afraid he had au* 
tborized too free a use of ridicule, and the names of Lucian 
and Cervantes, whom he held as legitimate models, ans 
omitted, that honour being reserved for Addison only. 

His next essay was the short epistle to the earl of Ash- 
burnbam on <^ Nobility." His biogprapher is silent concern- 

Vol. XXXI. G <» 


450 W H I T E HE A D. 

ing ity becaose it was not inserted in either of the editions 
of his works, nor can be assign the reason, although it does 
not appear to be very obscure. With much excellent ad* 
Tice, there is a mixture of democratic reflection qn here- 
ditary titles, and insinuations respecting 

Such seeming inconsistent things 


As strength with ease, and liberty with kings/ 

which he might think somewhat uncourtly in the collected 
works of one who had become the companion of lords, and 
the Poet Laureat. 

In the publication of the poems now enumerated, while 
at college, Mr. Mason informs us that he was less eager 
for poetical fame tbah desirous of obtaining a maintenance 
by the labours of his pen, that he might be less burthen- 
some to his mother. With this laudable view, he practised 
the strictest economy, and pursued his studies with exem- 
plary diligence. Whether his inclination led him to any 
particular branch of science we are not told. In 1739 he 
took his degree of bachelor of arts, and in 1742 was elected 
a fellow of his college. In 1743, he was admitted master 
of arts, and appears about this time to have had an inten- 
tion to take orders. Some lines which he wrote to a 
friend, and which are reprinted among the additional frag- 
ments to his works, treat this intention with a levity unbe- 
coming that, which, if not serious, is the worst of all hypo- 
crisy. He was prevented, however, from indulging any 
thoughts of the church by ah incident which determined 
the tenour of his futtire life. 

William, third earl of Jersey, was at this time making 
inquiries after a proper person to be private tutor to hit 
aecond son, the late earl, and Whitehead was recom- 
mended by Mr. commissioner Graves as a person qualified 
for this important charge. Mr. Whitehead accepted the 
offer, as. his fellowship would not necessarily be vacated 
by it, and in the summer of 1745, -removed to the earPs 
house in town, where he was received upon the most liberal 
footing. A young friend of the family, afterwards general 
Stephens, was also put under his care, as a companion to 
the young nobleman in his studies, and a spur to his emu- 
lation. Placed thus in a situation where he could sparV 
some hours from the instruction of his pupils, he became 
a frequenter of the theatre, which had been his favourite' 
amusement long before he had an opportunity of witness- 
ing the fiuperiority of the London performeirs. Immedi^ 
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tifeely OD his coming to^towb, he had written a little ballad 
larce, entitled, ''The Edinburgh Ball," in which the 
young Pretender is held up to ridicule. This, however, 
was never performed or printed. He then b^gan a regular 
tragedy, ''The. Roman Father,*' which was produced on 
the stage in 1750. He appears to have viewed the diffi* 
culties ot a first attempt with a wary eye, and had the pre- 
caution to make himself known to the public by the '' Lines 
addressed to Dr. Hoadly." Those to Mr. Garrick, on his 
becoming joint patentee of Drury-lane theatre, would pro- 
bably improve his interest with one whose excessive ten- 
derness of reputation was among the few blemishes in bis 
character. 

It is not necessary to expatiate on the merits of the Ro- 
man Father, which still retains its place on the stage, and 
has been the choice of many new perrormers who wished 
to impress the audience witli a favourable opinion of their, 
powers, and of some old ones who are less afraid o^ modern 
than of antient tragedy, of declamation than of passion. 
Mr. Mason has bestowed a critical discussion upon it, but 
evidently with a view to throw out reSectiona on ** Irene^'* 
which Johnson never highly valued, and on Garrick, 
whom he accused of a tyrannical use of the pruuiug-kuife. 
To this, however, he confesses that Whitehead submitted 
with the humblest difference, nor was it a deference which 
dishonoured either his pride or his taste. He avowedly 
wrote for stage- effect, and who could so properly judge of 
that as Garrick ^ 

The next production of our author waa the *' Hymn to 
the Nymph of the Bristol Spring," in 1751, *' written in 
the manner of those classical addresses to heathen divini-. 
ties of which the hymns of Homer and Callimachus are the 
archetypes.^ This must be allowed to be a very favour- 
able specimen of his powers in bJank verse, and has much 
of poetical fancy and ornament. *^The Sweepers,** a ludi- 
crous attempt in blank verse, would, in Mr. Mason^s opi- 
nion, have received more applause than it has hitherto 
done, had the taste of the generality of readers been 
founded more on their own feelings^han on mere prescrip- 
tion and authority. It appears to us, howewr, to be defec- 
tive in plan : there is an effort at humour in the commence- 
ment, of which the effect is painfully interrupted by the 
miseries of a female. sweeper taken into keeping, arid pass- 
itig to ruin through the various stages of prostitution* 

m q2 
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About this time, if we mistake not, for Mr. Masotvi^s 
not given the precise date, he wrote the beautiful stanzas 
on ** Friendship,** which that gentleman thinks one of his 
best and most finished compositions. What gives it a pe- 
culiar charm is, that it comes from the heart, and appeals 
with success to the experience of every man who has 
imagined what friendship should be, or known what it is. 
The celebrated Gray, according to Mr. Mason^s account, 
^'disapproved the general sentiment which it conveyed, 
for he said it would furnish the unfeeling and capricious 
with apologies for their defects; and that it ought to be 
entitled A Satire on Friendship.** Mr. Mason repeated this 
opinion to the author, who, in consequence, made a con* 
siderable addition to the concluding part of the piece. 
'^ Still, however, as the exceptionable stanzas remained^ 
which contained an apology for what Mr. Gray thought no 
apology ought to be made, he continued unsatis6ed, and 
persisted in saying, that it bad a bad tendency, and th^ 
more so, because the sentiments which he thought objec- 
tionable were so poetically and finely expressed.*' 

This is a singular anecdote ; how far Gray was right iu 
bis opinion may be left to the consideration of the reader, 
who is to remember that the subject of these verses is 
school-boy friendship. Some instances of its instability 
Whitehead may have experienced, and the name of Charles 
Townshend is mentioned as one who forgot him when he 
became a statesman. But it is certain that he had less to 
complain of, in this respect, than most young men of 
higher pretensions, for he retained the greater part of his 
youthful friendships to the last, and was, indeed, a debtor 
to friendship for almost all he had. What Gray seeips to 
be afraid of, is Whitehead's admission thlit the decay of 
friendship may be mutual, and from causes for which nei- 
ther party is seriously to blame. 

The subject of this poem is not indirectly connected 
with the verses which he wrote about this time (1751) to 
the rev« Mr. Wright, who had blamed him for leading 
what some of his friends thought a dependent life, and for 
liot taking orders, or entering upon a regular profession. 
For this there was certainly some plea. He had resigned 
bis fellowship in 1746, about a year after he became one 
of lord Jersey's family, and with that« every prospect of 
advantage from bis colleffe. He had now remained five 
^arg ia this f^duly^ and had plained the a^ge of l^irty-sixp 
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I without any support but vthat depended on the liberality 

I 6f his employer, or the sale of his poems. It was not 

» therefore very unreasonable in bis friend to suggest, that 

' be had attained the age at which men in general hate de- 

i termined their course of life, and that his present situation 

I must be one of two things, either dependent or precarious, 

III the verses just mentioned, Whitehead endeavours to 
vindicate his conduct, and probably will be found to vin- 
dicate it like one too much enamoured of present ease to 
look forward to probable disappointment. He is content 
with dependence, because he has made it easy to himself; 
his present condition is quiet and contentment, and what 
can his future be more? thus ingeniously shifting the sub* 
ject from a question of dependence or independence, to 
that of ambition and bustle. But although this will not ap. 
ply generally, stich was his temper or his treatment that it 
proved a sufficient apology in his own case. ThroughoQt 
a long life, he never bad cause to repent of the confidence 
he placed in his noble friends, who continued to heap fa* 
vours upon him in the most delicate manner, and without 
receiving, as far as we know, any of those humiliating or 
disgraceful returns which degrade genius and endanger 
virtue. 

The poems now enumerated and a few others of the 
lighter kind, he published in 1754 in one volume; and about 
the same time produced bis second tragedy, ^* Creusa/* 
which had not the success of the ^* Roman Father," al- 
though Mr. Mason seems inclined to give it the preference. 
But it ought not to be forgot that, with the profits arising 
from these theatrical productions, our author honourably 
discharged his father^s debts. 

About this time, lord Jersey determined that bis son 
should complete his. education abroad, and the late lord 
Harcourt having the same intentions concerning his eldest 
sdn lord viscount Nunebam, a young nobleman of Dearly 
the same age, Mr. Whitehead was appointed governor ta 
both, and gladly embraced so favourable an opportunity of 
enlarging his views by /oreign travel. Leipsic was the 
place where they were destined to pass the mioter of 1754, 
in order to attend the lectures of professor Mascow on tbtf 
Droit ptAUque, They set off in June, and resided the rest 
of the summer at Rheims, that they might habituate them* 
selves to the French language, and then passed seven 
months at Leipsic, with little satisfaction or advantage, for 
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they found the once celebrated Mascow in a state of dotage, 
without being quite incapacitated from reading bis former 
lectures. 

In the following spring, they visited the German couru, 
proceeded to Vienna, and thence to Italy. On their re- 
turn homeward, they crossed the Alps, and passed through 
Switzerland, Germany, and Holland, being prevented from 
▼isiting France by th/s declaration of war, and landed at 
Harwich in September 1756. During this tour, Wbite^ 
head wrote those elegies and odes which relate to subjects 
inspired on classic ground, and in which he attempts pic- 
turesque imagery with more felicity than in any of his for- 
mer pieces. He bad, indeed, in this tour, erery thing 
before his eyes which demanded grandeur of conception 
and elevation of language. He beheld the objecu which 
had animated poets in all ages, and his mind appears to 
have felt all that local emotion can produce. 

Mr. Mason complains that these elegies were not popu« 
lar, and states various objections made to them ; he does 
not add by whom: but takes care to inform us that the 
poet bore his fate contentedly, because he was no longer 
under the necessity of adapting himself to the public taste 
in order to become a popular writer. He had received, 
while yet in Italy, two genteel patent places, usually united, 
the badges of secretary and register of the order of the 
Bath ; and two y^ars after, on the death of old Gibber, 
he was appointed poet laureat. This last place was oflFered 
to Gray, by Mr. Mason^s mediation, and an apology was 
made for passing over Mr. Mason himself, ^^ that being in 
orders, he was thought, merely on that account, less eligi- 
ble for the ojBEice than a layman." * Mr. Mason says, be 
was glad to hear this reason assigned, and did not think it 
a weak one. It appears, however, that a higher respect 
was paid to Gray than to Whitehead, in the offer of the 
appointment Gray was to hold it as a sinecure, but 
Whitehead, was expected to do the duties of the Laureat. 
In this dilemma, if it may be so called, Mr. Mason endea- 
voured to relieve his friend by an expedient not very pro- 
mising. He advised him to employ a deputy to write his 
annual odes, and reserve his own pen for certain great oc- 
casions, as a peace,' or a royal marriage : and he pointed 
out to him two or three needy poets who, for the reward of 

* Thii ofllee was held from 1716 to 1730 by Eoidea, a clerfjrmaa. 
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tMe or ten guineas, would be humble enough to write under 
the eye of the musical composer. Whitehead had more 
confidence in his powers^ or more respect for his rojal pa* 
tron, than to take this advice, and set himself to compose 
bis annual odes with the zeal that he employed on his vo* 
luntary effusions. But although he had little to fear froni 
the fame of his predecessor, be was not allowed to enjoy 
all the benefits of comparison. His odes were confessedly 
superior to those of Gibber, but the office itself, under Gib- 
ber's possession, had become so ridiculous, that it was no 
easy task to restore it to some degree of public respect. 
Whitehead, however, was perhaps the man of all others, 
his contemporaries, who could perform this with most ease 
to himself. Attacked as he' was, in every way, by ** the 
little fry" of the poetical profession, he was never provoked 
into retaliation, and bore even the more dangerous abuse 
of Ghurchili, with a real or apparent indifference, ' which 
to that turbulent libeller must have been truly mortifying. 
He was not, however, insensible of the inconvenience, to 
say the least, of a situation which obliges a man to write 
two poems yearly upon the same subjects; and with this 
feeling wrote ^* The Pathetic Apology for all Laureats/' 
which, from the motto, he appears to have intended to 
reach that quarter where only redress could be obtained, 
but it was not published till after his death. ' 

For some years after his return to England,- he lived 
almost entirely in the house of the earl of Jersey, no longer 
aa a tutor to his son, but as a companioix^of amiable man* 
ners and accomplishments^ whom the good sense of that 
nobleman and his lady preferred to be the partner of their 
familiar and undisguised intimacy, and placed at their table 
as one not unworthy to sit with guests of whatever rank. 
The earl and countess were now advanced in years, and his 
biographer informs us, that Whitehead <* willingly devoted 
the principal part of his time to the amusement of his pa- 
tron and patroness, which, it will not be doubted by those 
who know with what unassuming ease, and pleasing sallies 
of wir, be enlivened his conversation, must have made their 
hours of sickness or pain pass away with much more sere- 
nity." Xhe father of lord Nuneham also gave him a ge- 
neral invitation t6 his table in town, and to his delightful 
seat in the country ; and' the two young lords, during the 
whole of his life, bestowed upon him every mark of aflfeo* 
AioQ and respect. 


45^ WHITEHEAD. 

Daring this placid enjoyment of high life, lie prodooiBd 
*< The School for Lovers/' a comedy whitb was performed 
a^ Drury-Iaoe in 1762, In the advertisement prefixed to 
it, he acknowledges his obligations to a small dramatic 
piece written by M. de Fontenelle. This comedy was not 
unsuccessful, but was written on a plan so very different from 
all that is called comedy, that the critics were at a loss 
where to place it Mr. Mason, who will not allow it to be 
classed among the tenfimental, assigns it a very high station 
among Che small list of our genteel comedies. In the same 
year, he published his ^' Chaise to the Poets," in which, 
as Laureat, he humorously assumes the dignified mode of a 
bishop giving his vbitatorial instructions to his clergy. He 
is said to have designed this as a continuation of ** The 
Dangers of writing verse." There seems, however, no very 
close connection, while as a poem it is far superior, not only 
in elegance and harmony of verse, but in the alternatioD of 
eerious advice and genuine humour, the whole chastened by 
candour for his brethren, and a kindly wish to protect them 
from the fastidiousness of criticism, as well as to heal the 
mutual animosities of the gertus irritabiie. But, laudable as 
the attempt was, he had not even the happiness to conci* 
liate those whose cause he pleaded. Churchill, from this 
time, attacked him whenever he attacked any, but Whiter- 
head disdained to reply, and only adverted to the animosity 
of that poet in a few lines which he wrote towards the close 
of his life, and which appear to be part of some longer 
poem. They h^ve already been noticed in the life of 
Churchill. ' One consequence pf Churchill's animosity, nei- 
ther silence nor resentment could avert. Churchill, at this 
time, had possession of the town^ and made some characters 
unpopular, merely by joining them with others who were 
really so* Garrick was so frightened at the abuse he threw 
out against Whitehead, that be would not venture to bring 
out a tragedy which the latter offered to him. Such is Mr. 
Mason's account, but if it was likely to succeed, why was 
it not produced when Churchill aad his animosities were 
forgotten ? The story, however, may be true, for when in 
1770, he offered his '^Trip to Scotland," a farce, to Mr. 
Garrick, he conditioned that it should be produced with- 
out the name of the author. The secret was accordingly 
preserved both in acting and publishisg, and the farce was 
performed and read for a considerable time, without a sus- 
picion that the grave author of ^ The School fof Lovers '' 
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hmd retailed into the broad mirth and ludicroas improbabi-* 
titles of JFarce. 

In X7749 be collected his poems and dramatic pieces to* 

{[ether^ with the few exceptions already noticed, and pub- 
ished ^bem in two volumesj under the title of ^* Plays and 
Poems/' concluding with the Charge' to the Poets, as a 
farewell to the Muses. He had, however, so much leisure, 
and so many of those incitements which a poet and a mo* 
ralist cannot easily resist, that he still continued to employ 
bis pen, and proved that it was by no means worn out. In 
1776 he published "Variety, a tale for miirried people,'* 
a light, pleasing poem, in the manner of Gay, which spee* 
dily ran through five editions. His " Goat's BeSird," (in 
1777) was less familiar and less popular, but is not inferior 
in moral tendency and just satire on degenerated manners. 
It produced an attack, entitled "Asses £ars, a Fable," ad-- 
dressed to the author of the Goat's Beard, in which the 
office of Laureat is denied to men of genius, and judged 
worthy to be held only by such poets as i^badwell and 
Gibbet*. 

The " Goat's Beard" was the last of Whitehead's pub- 
lications. He Teft in manuscript the tragedy already men- 
tioned, which Garrick was afraid to perform ; the nanve Mr. 
Mason conceals, but informs us that the characters are no- 
ble, and the story domestic. He left also the first act of an 
"CEdipus;" the beginning, and an imperfect plan of a 
tragedy founded on king Edward the Second's resignation 
of his crown to bis son, and of another composed of Spanish 
and Moorish characters ; and a few small poetical pieces^ 
some of which Mr. Mason printed in the volume to which 
he prefixed hb Memoirs, in 1788. 

After he had taken leave of the public as an author, ex- 
cept xvk his official productions, be continued to enjoy the 
society of bis friends for some years, highly respected for 
the intelligence of his conversation and the suavity of his 
manners. His death, which took place on April 14, 1785, 
was sudden. In the spring of that year he was confined at 
home for some weeks by a cold and cough which affected 
his breast, but occasioned so little interruption to his wonted 
amusements' of reading and writing, that when lord Har- 
eourt visited him the morning before he died, he found him 
revising for the press a paper, which his lordship conjee-^ 
tured to be the birth- day ode. At noon finding himself 
disinclined to taste the dinner bis servant brought up, he 
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desired to lean upon his arm from the table to bis bed» and 
in that mbment be expired, in the seventietb year of his 
age. He was interred in South Audley-str.eet chapel. 

Unless, with Mr. Mason, we concludetbat wblere White* 
bead was unsuccessful, the public was to blame, it will not 
be easy to prore his right to a very high station among 
English poets. Yet perhaps he did not so ofteq fall short 
from a defect of genius, as from a timidity which inclined 
hijn to listen too frequently to the corrections of his friends, 
and to believe that what was first written could never be 
the best. Although destitute neither of invention nor ease, 
be repressed both by adhering, like bis biographer, to cer- 
tain stEndards of taste which the age would not accept, and 
like him too, consoled himself in the hope of some distant 
sera when his superior worth should be acknowledged. As 
a prose writer, he has given proofs of classical taste and 
reading in his '* Observations on the Shield of £neas," 
originally published in Dodsley*s Museum, and afterwards 
annexed to Warton^s Virgil ; and of genuine and delicate 
humour in three papers of The World, No. 12, 19, and 
58, which he reprinted in the edition of his Works, pub* 
lisbedin 1774. ' 

WHITEHURST (John), an ingenious English phiioso- 
phcr, was born at Congleton in the county of Cheshire, the 
10th of April 1713, being the son of a clock and watch- 
maker there. Of the early part of his life but little is 
known, he who dies at an advanced age leaving few behind 
him to communicate anecdotes of his youth. On bis quit- 
ting school, where it seems the education he received was 
very defective, he was bred by his father to his own profes- 
sion, in which he soon gave hopes of his future eminence. 

It was very early in life that, from his vicinity to the 
many stupendous phenonaena in Derbyshire, which were 
constantly presented to his observation, his attention was 
excited to inquire into the various causes of them. His 
father, who was a man of an inquisitive turn, encouraged' 
him in every thing that tended to enlarge the sphere of bis 
knowledge, and occasionally accompanied him in his sub- 
terraneous researches. 

At about the age of 2 1 bi» eagerness after new ideas car- 
ried him to Dublin, having beard of an ingenious piece of 
mechanism in that city, being a clock with certain curioua 

> fioglith Pocks, 18]0» dl roll. 
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appendages, which he was very desirous of seeing, add no 
less so of conversing with the maker. On his arrival, how- 
ever, be could, neither procure a sight of the former, nor 
draw the least hint 'from the latter concerning \u Thus 
disappointed, he fell upon an expedient for accomplishing 
his design ; and accordingly took up his residence in the 
house of the mechanic,' paying the more liberally for bis 
board, as he had hopes from thence of more readily ob- 
taining the indulgence wished for. He was accommodated 
with a room directly over that in which ilie favourite piece 
was kept carefully locked up ; and he bad not long to wait 
for his gratification, for the artist, while one day employed 
in examining his .machine, was suddenly called down stairs; 
which the young inquirer happening to overbear, softly 
slipped into the room, inspected the machine, and, pre* 
sently satisfying himselC-as to the secret, escaped undisco- 
vered to ins own apartment. His end thus compassed, he 
shortly after bid the artist farewell, and returned to his fa- 
ther in England. 

About two or three years after his return from Ireland 
be left CongletoD, and entered into business for himself at 
Derby, where he soon got into great employment, and 
distinguished himself very much by several ingenious pieces 
of mechanism, both in his own regular line of business and 
in various other respects, as in the construction of curious 
thermometers, barometers, and other philosophical instru- 
ments, as well as in ingenious contrivances for water-works, 
and the erection of various larger machines : being con- 
sulted in almost all the undertakings in Derbyshire, and in 
the neighbouring counties, where. the aid of superior skill, 
in mechanics, pneumatics, and hydraulics, was requisite. 

In this manner his time was fully and usefully employed 
in the country, till, in 1775, when th^ act passed for the 
better regulation of the gold coin, he was appointed 
stamper of the money -weights; an office .conferred upon 
him altogether unexpectedly and without solicitation. Upon 
this occasion be removed to London, where he spent the 
remainder of his days in the constant habits of cultivating 
some useful parts of philosophy and mechanism. And here 
too his house became the constant resort of the ingenious 
and scientific at large, of whatever nation or rank, and this 
to such a degree as very often to impede him in the regular 
prosecution of his own speculations. 
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In I77i Mr. Whitehurst published his '^Inquiry into the 
original State and Formation of the Earth ;*^ of which a se- 
cond edition appeared in 1786, considerably enlarged and 
improved; and a third in 1792. This was the labour of 
many years ; and the numerous investigations necessary to 
its copipletion were in themselves also of so untoward a na- 
ture as at times, though be was naturally of a strong con* 
stitution, not a little to prejudice his health. When he 
first entered upon this species of research it was not alto- 
gether with a view to investigate the formation of the earth, 
but in part to obtain such a competent knowledge of sub- 
terraneous geography as might become subservient to the 
purposes of human life, by leading mankind to the disco- 
very of many valuable substances which lie concealed in 
the lower regions of the earth. 

May the l3th, 1779, he was elected and admitted a fel- 
low of the royal society. He was also a member of some 
other philosophical societies, which admitted him of their 
respective bodies without his previous knowledge ; but so 
remote was be from any thing that might savour of ostenta- 
tion, that this circumstance was known only to a very few 
of his most conGdential friends. Before he was admitted 
a member of the royal society, three severaf papers of his 
had been inserted in the Philosophical Tratisactions, viz. 
Thermometrical Observations at Derby, in vol. LVII. ; an 
Account of a Machine for raising Water at Oulton in 
Cheshire, in vol. LXV. ; and Experiments on ignited Sub- 
stances, in vol. LXVL ; which three papers were printed 
afterwards in the collection of his works in 1792. 

In 1783 he made a second visit to Ireland, with a view 
to examine the Giant!s Causeway, and other northern parts 
of that island, which he fopnd to be chiefly composed of 
volcanic matter; an account and representations of which 
are inserted in the latter editions of his Inquiry. During 
this excursion he erected an engine for raising water from 
a well to the summit of a hill in a bleaching-ground at 
Tullidoi in the county of Tyrone : it is worked by a cur- 
rent of water, and for its utility is perhaps unequalled in 
any country. 

In 17S7 he published <^An Attempt toward obtaining 
invariable , Measures of Length, Capacity, and Weight, 
from the Mensuration of Time.'' His plan iS) fo obtain a 
measure of the greatest length that conveniency will per- 
mity from two pendulums whose vibrations are in the ratio 
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of 2 to 1, and who«e lengths coincide nearly with the Eng- 
lish standard in whole numbers. The numbers which he 
has chosen shew much ingenuity. On a supposition that 
the length of a seconds pendulum, in the latitude of Lon- 
don, is 3dj- inches, the length of one vibrating 42 times io 
a minute mu^t be 80 inches; and of another vibrating 84 
times in a minute must be 20 inches ; and their difference, 
60 inches, or 5 feet, is his standard measure. By the ex- 
periments, however, the difference between the lengths of 
the two pendulum rods was found to be only 59.892 inches, 
instead of 60, oiving to the error in the assumed length of 
the seconds pendulum, 39^ inches being greater than the 
truth, which ought to be 39^ very nearly. By this expe- 
ment Mr. Whitehur&t obtained a fact, as accurately as may 
be in a thing of this nature, viz. the difference between 
the lengths of two pendulum, rods whose vibrations are 
known ; a datum from whence may be obtained, by calcu- 
lation, the true lengths of pendulums, the spaces through 
which heavy bodies fall in a given time, and many other 
particulars relating to the doctrine of gravitation, the figure 
of the earth, &c. &c. The work concludes with several 
directions, shewing how the measure of length may be ap- 
plied to determine the measures of capacity and weight ; 
and with some tables of the comparative weights and mea- 
sures of different nations ; the uses of which, ui philosophi- 
cal and mercantile affair», are self-evident. 

Though Mr. Whitehurst for several years felt himself 
gradually declining, yet his ever-active mind remitted not 
of its accustomed exertions. Even in his last illness, be«> 
fore being confined entirely to his chamber, he was pro- 
ceeding at intervals to conaplete a treatise on chimneys, 
ventilation, and the construction of garden-stoves, an- 
nounced to the public in 1782; and containing, 1. some 
account of the properties of the air, and the laws of fluids; 
2. their application and use in a variety of cases relative to 
the construction of chimneys, and the removal of such de** 
fects as occasion old chimneys to smoke ; 3. modes of ven- 
tilating elegant rooms, without any visible appearance or 
deformity, calculated for the preservation of pictures, 
prints, furniture, and fine cielings, from the pernicious, 
effects of stagnant air, smoke of candles, &c. ; 4. methods 
of ventilating counting-houses and workshops, wherein 
many people, candles, or lamps, are employed ; likewise, 
hospitals, jails, stables, &c.; S. a philosophical inquiry intt^ 
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the construction of garden-stoves, employed in the culture 
of exotic plants i 6. a description of some other devices, 
tending to promote the health and comfort ^f human life. 
The manuscripts and drawings, since his death, have been 
, in the ^ands of several of his friends, and were published 
by Dr. Willan in 1794. 

Mr. Whitehurst had been at times subject to slight at- 
tacks of the gout; and he had for several years felt himself 
gradually declining. By an Attack of that disease in his 
stomach, after a struggle of two or three months, it put an 
end to his laborious and useful life, on^the 18th of Februarv 
1788, in the seventy-fifth year of his age, at his bouse in 
Bolt-court, Fleet-street, being the same house where an- 
other eminent self-taught philosopher, Mr. James Fergu- 
son, had immediately before him lived and died. He was 
interred in St. Andrew's burying-ground in Gray's-inn-Iane, 
where Mrs. Whitehurst had been interred in Nov. 1784. In 
Jan. 1745 he married this lady, Elizabetb, daughter of the*- 
rev. George Gretton, rector of Trusley and Daubery, in 
Derbyshire; a woman ever mentioned with pleasure by 
those who knew her best, as among the first of female cha- 
racters. Her talents and education were very respectable; 
which enabled her to be useful in correcting some parts of 
his writings. -He had only one child by her, and that died 
in the birth. 

However respectable Mr. Whitehurst may have been in 
mechanics, and those parts of natural science which he 
more immediately cultivated, he was of still higher account 
with his acquaintance and friends on the score of bis moral 
qualities. To say nothing of the uprightness and punc-- 
tuaiity of his dealings in all transactions relative to busi- 
ness ; few men have been known to possess more benevolent 
affections than be, or, being possessed of such, to direct 
them more judiciously to their proper ends. He was a 
philanthropist in the truest sense of that word. Every 
thing tending to the good of his kind, he was on all occa- 
sions, and particularly in cases of distress, zealous to for- 
ward, considering nothing foreign to him as a man that 
relates to man. Though well known to many of the great, 
be never once stooped to flattery,' being a great enemy to 
every deviatioo from truth. 

In person he was somewhat above the middle stature, 
rather thin than otherwise, and of a countenance expres- 
<lfVe at once of penetratioii aod mildness. His fine grey 
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locks, unpolluted by art, gave a venerable air to bis whole 
appearance. In dress he was plain, in diet temperate, in 
his general intercourse with mankind, easy and obKging. 
In company be was cheerful or grave alike, according to 
the dictates of the occasion ; with now and then a peculiar 
species of humour. about bim, delivered with such gravity 
of manner and utterance, that those who knew him but 
slightly were apt to understand him as serious when he was 
merely playful. Where any desire of information on sub- 
jects in which be was conversant, was expressed, be omitted 
no opportunity of imparting it. But he never affected, 
after the manner of some, to know what he did not know; 
nor, such was his modesty, made be any the least display 
of what he did know. Considering all useful learning to 
lie in a narrow compass, and having little relish for the 
ornamental, he was not greatly given to reading ; but from 
his youth up ha observed much, and reflected much ; his 
apprehension was quick, and his judgment clear anil dis- 
criminating. Unbiassed from education by any early 
adopted systems, he had immediate recourse to nature her- 
self; he attentively studied her, and, by a patience and 
assiduity indefatigable, attained to a consequence in science 
not rashly to be hoped for, without regular initiation, by 
minds of less native energy than his own. He had many 
friends, and from the great purity and simplicity of his 
manners, few or no enemies; unless it were allowable to 
call those enemies, who, without detracting from his merit 
openly, might yet, from a jealousy of bis superior know- 
ledge, be disposed to lessen it in private. In short, while 
the virtues of this excellent man are worthy of being held 
up as a pattern of imitation to mankind in general ; those 
in particular, who pride themselves in their learning and 
science, may see confirmed iu him, what among other ob^ 
servations they may have overlooked in an old author, that 
lowly meekness, joined to great endowments, shall com- 
pass many fair respects, and, instead of aversion or scorn, 
be ever waited on with love and veneration. ' 

WHITELOCKE (James), a learned English lawyer, was 
descended of a good family near Oakingham, in Berkshire, 
and born in London, November the 28th, 1570. He was' 
educated in Merchant Taylors^ school, elected scholar of 
St. John's college, io Oxford, in 1 588, and July'li 1594, took 

1 UH, by Dr. Hottto^ praftxeil to Mr. WJutfihunt'^ Wttksp 
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;the degree of bachelor of civil law. He afterwards settled 
10 the Middle TempTe» became summer-reader of that 
bouse in the 17th year of king James I. a knight, member 
of parliament for Woodstock in 1620, chief justice of 
Chester, and at length one of the justices of the king's 
bench. King Charles I. said of him, that he vi^as ^ a stout, 
wise, and learned man, and one who knew what belongs 
to uphold magistrates and magistracy in their dignity/' In 
Trinity term 1632, he fell ill of a cold, which soiacreased 
upon him that he was ^advised to go in the'country ; on 
which he took leave of his brethren tbe judges and serjeanis^ 
saying, ^^ God be with you, I shall never see you again ;'* 
and this without the least disturbance or trouble of his 
thoughts;, and soon after he came into the country he 
died, June 22. ^' On his death/' says his son, *^ the king 
lost as good a subject, his country as good a patriot, the 
people as jufit a judge, as ever lived. All honest men la- 
mented. the loj^s oi' bun : no man in his age left behind him 
a more honoured memory. His reason was clear and 
strong, and his learning deep and general. He had the 
Latin tongue so perfect, that sitting judge of assize at Ox- 
ford, when some foreigners, persons of quality, being 
there, and coming to the court to see the manner of our 
proceedings in matters of justice, this judge caused them 
to sit down, and briefly repeated the heads of his cHarge to 
the grand jury in good and elegant Latin, and thereby in* 
formed the strangers and the scholars of the ability of our 
judges, and the course of our proceedings in matters of 
law and justice. He understood the Greek very well, and 
the Hebrew, and was versed in the Jewish histories, and 
exactly knowing in the history of his own count^, and in 
the pedigrees of most persons of honour and quality in the 
kingdom, and was much conversant in the studies of anti- 
quity and heraldry, tie was not excelled by any in the 
knowledge of his own profession of the common law of 
England, wherein his knowledge of the civil law (whereof 
be was a graduate in Oxford) was a help to him. His 
learned arguments both at the bar and bench will confirm 
this truth.'' He was interred at Fawley near High Wy- 
comb in Bucks, where a monument was erected to him by 
his son. There are extant of his : 1. Several speeches in 
parliament, particularly one in a book entitled ** The So- 
vereign's Prerogative and the Subject's Privileges discussed, 
&c. in the 3d and 4th year of king Charles L Uiodop, 1657, 
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in fol* 2. Lectures or readings in the Middle Temple ball, 
August the 2d, 1619, and on tiie statute on 21 Henry VIII. 
c. 13. in the Asbioolean library at Oxford. 3. Of the 
antiquity, use, and ceremony of lawful combats in £ng« 
IflMid, formerly in the library of Ralph Sheldon, of Beoly, 
esq, and since printed with other pieces by him, among 
Heame^s *' Curious Discourses." ' 

WHITELOCKE (Bulstrode), son of the preceding, 
by EliEabeth bis wife, daughter of Edward. Bulstrode, of 
Hugeley, or Hedgley- Bulstrode, in Buckinghamshire, esq. 
was born August 6^ 1605, in Fleet*street, London, at the 
faoQse of sir George Crooke,' seijeant-at-law^ his motber'a 
ttocle. He was educated at Merchant Taylors* school, and 
in 1620 went to St. John's college, Oxford, of which Dn 
Laud, afterwards archbishop of Canterbury, was then pre« 
sident. Laud was his father's contemporary and intimate 
friend, and shewed him particular kindness; and White-« 
loeke 'afterwards made an acknowledgment of it, in re- 
fusing, when that prelate was brougiit to trial for his life, 
to be one of the commissioners appointed to draw up a 
charge against him* He left the university before he had 
takea a degree, and went to the Middle Temple, where, 
by the help of his father, he became eminent for his skill 
in the common law as well as in other studies. We find 
him also one of the chief managers of the royal masque 
which was exhibited by the inns of court in February 
1633, before Charles L and his queen, and their .court, at 
Whitehall. 

In 1 640 Mr« Whitelocke was chosen a burgess for Mar- 
low in Buckinghamshire, in the long parliament; and was 
appointed chairman of the committee for drawing up the 
charges against the earl of Strafibrd, and one of the ma- 
nagers againsftt him at his. trial. All the papers relative to 
the proceedings against the earl were delivered into Mr. 
Whitelocke's custody : but a very material one happening 
to be missing, which had been previously conveyed away 
in a private manner, this brought a suspicion of treachery 
on Whitelocke, though it is said be was sufficiently cleared 
afterwards, when thai paper was fovtkl in the king^s dabi<- 
iiet at the battle of Naseby, and proved to have been con- 
veyed away by lord Digby. 

Of the previotts conduct and principles of Whitelocke^ 

* Biog. Brit. — Uearpe^s DiscoQrics. 

Vol. XXXI. Hh 
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we are only told that be was often consulted by Hampden 
when fae came to be prosecuted for refusing the payment 
of sbip-money ; and that at the beginning of the comoio* 
tions in Scotland, when solicited in behalf of the cove* 
oantersy his advice was, not to foment these differencesf 
f|ir less to encourage a foreign nation against their natural 
prince. About the beginning of the first session of the 
long parliament, a debate arose respecting writs of habeas 
corpus, upon which Mr. Selden and other members, who 
bad been committed for their freedom of speech in the 
parliament of J628, demanded to be bailed, and had been 
refused. This was so far aggravated by some, that tb^y 
moved tbkt Selden and the rest might have reparation out 
of the estates of those judges who then sat on the kiag^s 
bench; but when they named, as the obnoxious judges, 
Hyde, Jones, and Whitelocke, our young member stood up 
in defence of his father, and vindicated him with great spirit. 
Except in the case of Strafford, a considerable degree 
pf moderation at first marked his conduct. During the 
debates in the House of Commons on the question^ whether 
the power of the militia was in the king or in the parlia- 
ment, he gave it as his opinion that it was not either ia 
the king or parliament separately, but in both conjointly; 
and when it was afterwards debated, whether an^ army 
should not be raised for the defence of parliament, be r6* 
presHhited in a very strong manner the miseri« s of a civil 
war* A9 to the origin of the present state of affairs, he 
says, ** It is strange to note how we have insensibly slid 
into this beginning of a civil war, by one unexpected ac- 
cident after another, as waves of the sea, which have 
brought us thus far ; and we scarce know how, but from 
paper combats, by declarations, remonstrances, protesta* 
tions, notes, messages, answers, and replies, we are now 
come to the question of raising forces, and naming a ge- 
neral, and officers of an army.^' After many other re- 
marks of a similar kind, he added, <^ Yet I am not for a 
tame resignation of our religion, lives, and liberties, into 
the bands of our adversaries, who seek to devour us. Nor 
do I think it inconj^istent with your great wisdom, to pre** 
pare for a just and necessary defence of them/* Stilt. be 
recommended them to consider, whether it was not too 
^UKui to take up arms ; and advised them to try if means 
might not be found to accommodaie matters with the king 
berore they proceeded to extremities. 
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It most have been his opinion that such means could not 
be found, for as soon as the war commenced, Whitelocke 
adhered closely to the parliamentary party, and accepted 
the office of deputy-lieutenant of- the counties of Bucks 
and Oxford, in 1642. Having also a company of horse 
under his command, he dispersed the commissioners of 
array at Watlington, and then marching to Oxford, it was 
proppsed to fortify chat city and appoint him governor ; 
but this was prevented by lord 8ay« for which that noble* 
man was much censured by the parliamentary party. We 
find Whitelocke again among the forces which opposed 
the king at Brentford, and being now at open war with his 
sovereign, his seat at Fawley-court was plundered by a 
party of royalists. In January 1643, he was appointed 
one pf the commissioners to ilreat of peace with the king at 
Oxford, and there seems no reason to doubt tliat he was 
not only active, but sincere in his efforts to accomplish this 
piirp^)se. Why they were not more successful must be 
sought in the conduct of those who employed him, against 
which he seems to have ventured to remonstrate. Adhering, 
however, still to the cause he had espoused, he was one 
of the laymen appointed to sit in the Westminster assembly 
of divines; and there, as well as in parliament, was the 
ftrenuous opponent of those who were for asserting the 
divine right of presbytery. 

In 1644 he was constituted lieutenant-governor of Wind- 
sor castle, and the same year he was again appointed one 
of riie commissioners for peace at Oxford. On this occa- 
sion the king expressed much esteem for Mr. Whitelocke, 
and Mr. Holies, and said he believed them sincere in theiy 
wishes for peace. As they were about to take leave, the 
king desired they would set down in writing what they ap* 
prehended might be proper for him to return in answer to 
the propositions that they bad brought from the parliament, 
and what they thought most likely to promote a peace 
between him and them. At first they were somewhat 
averse to this, thinking it rather inconsistent with the trust 
reposed in them by parliament. But the king urging it, 
they at length complied with his request ; and going into 
a private room, and disguising his hand, Whitelocke wrote 
down what he and Holies judged to be fit for the sub- 
stance of his majesty^s answer to the proposals of peace 
they had brought, and left it upon the table of his with- 
il^awing-room. Fair as this proceeding might be consi- 
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dered by men really disposed to peace^ it met with a very 
different reception from the parliamentary party. Lord 
Savile, who was then with the king at Oxford, bnt after- 
wards went over to the parliament, having heard of the 
transaction, sent to the House of Commons in July 1645, 
an accusation of* high treason against Wbitelocke and 
Ho)les. They were accordingly prosecuted, but after a 
long and strict examination, were acquitted by a vote of 
the House, July 21^ of any misdemeanour in this business; 
and were left at liberty to prosecute Lord Savile, then a 
prisoner in the Tower, for the injury he had done them io 
this accusation. About this time Whltelocke was nomi«* 
nated attorney of the dutchy of Lancaster; and in 1645 
was made steward of the revenues of Westminster college, 
and one of the commissioners of the admiralty. The same 
year he was appointed one of the commissioners at the 
treaty of Uxbridge, and attended there. 

Many of the presbyterian clergy who had lately com* 
plained of the exorbitant power exercised by the bishops^ ' 
having now gained the ascdhdfnt, were desirous of shewing 
the nation what it gained by the change, and the assembly 
of divines petitioned the House of Commons tha^ *^ in every 
presbytery, or presbyterian congregation, the pastor, or 
ruling elders might have the power of excommunication, 
and the power of suspending such as they should judge ig- 
norant or scandalous persons from the sacrament.** But 
Wbitelocke, among pthers, zealously opposed this, and - 
concluded one of his speeches with saying, '^ The best ex-r 
communication is, for pastors, elders, and people, to ex- 
communicate sin out of their own hearts and conversations ; 
to suspend themsellves from all works of iniquity ; this is a 
power, which put in execution, through the assistance of 
the Spirit of God, will prevent all disputes about excom- 
"uciunication and suspension from the sacrament." 

In the same year (1645) the House of Commons ordered, 
that all the books and manuscripts of the lord keeper Lit* 
tleton (whose estate had been sequestered) should be 
bestowed upon Mr. Wbitelocke ; and the speaker was di- 
rected to issue his warrant for that purpose. In bis ^* Me- 
morials** Wbitelocke says, ** be undertook this business, as 
he had done others of the like kind, to preserve those books 
and manuscripts from being sold, which the sequestrators 
would have done ; but be saved them, to have the present 
use of them ; and resolving, if God gave them an happy 
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accommodation^ to restore them to the owner, or to tome 
of his family.** On other occasions^ Whitelocke shewed 
# bis regard to the interests of literatare, particularly in pre- 
venting the king's library and collection of medals from 
being sold or embezzled. '< Being informed,*' he says, 
'^ of a design in some to have them sold and transported 
beyond sea, which I thought would be a dishonour and 
damage to our nation, and to all scholars therein ; and 
fearing that in other hands they might be niore subject to 
embezzling, and being willing to preserve them for public 
uae, I did accept of the trouble of being library keeper 
at St. James's, and therein was encouraged and much per- 
suaded to it by Mr. Selden, who swore that if I did not un- 
dertake the charge of them, all those rare monumenta of 
antiquity, those choice books and manuscripts, would be 
lost ; and there wece not the like of them, except only in 
the Vatican, in any other library in Christendom." He 
was also very serviceable in preserving the herald's office, 
and in promoting the ordinance for settling and regulating 
the same. And while general Fairfax was engaged in the 
siege of Oxford, be sent for Whitelocke, who was admitted 
into the council of war, and used all his interest to procure 
hoBOurable terms for the garrison, and to preserve the col- 
leges and libraries from being plundered. 

Whitelocke was one of those who opposed in the House 
of Commons the disbanding of the parliamentary army, 
and from this time was much courted by Cromwell and his 
adherents. He says himself that he resorted much with sir 
Henry Vane, and ** other grandees of that party.*' As to 
Cromwell, be bad been once consniced by general Essex's 
party, who were jealous of him, whether he could not be 
proceeded against as an incendiary. Whitelocke was of /( 

opinion that he could not, but at the same time expressed * "^ 

bis sentittientsof him in the following language: '^ I take 
lieut-gen. Cromwell to be a gentleman of quick and subtle 
parts, and one who hath (especially of late) gained no small 
interest in the House of Commons, nor is he wanting of 
friends in the House of Peers, nor of abilities in himself to r 

Manage bis own part or defence to the best advantage. If 
ibis be so, ic will be the more requisite to be well prepared 
against him before be be brought upon tbe stage, lest the 
issue of the business be not answerable to your expecta- 
tions.** Wood says that Whitelocke gave Oliver notice of 
plot against bim, but Whitelocke attributes the dis- 
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•covery to some present who were false brethren, and ifw- 
formed Cromwell of all that passed among them. 

Be this as it may, he was now quite in the confidence of 
Cromwell and his adherents. As be bad attended at the 
siege of Oxford, so he did also at that of Wallingforci, where 
be acted the part of secretary, and kept a strong garrison 
iu bis seat of Fawley-court, for the use of the prevailing 
powers. In Dec. 1646, we find him earnestly promoting 
the ordinances for taking away all coercive power of com- 
mittees ; and all arbitrary power from both or either of the 
houses of parliament, or any of their committees, in any 
matter between party and party, judging that to be for the 
honour of parliament, and the ease and right of the people ; 
and being well skilled in foreign affairs, be was usually in 
every committee relating to them. At the same time he 
did not neglect his profession, but attended, the assizes, 
and was much employed. In Sept. 1647^ the city of Lon* 
don were very desirous of appointing him to the office of 
recorder, but iliis be declined, as well as that of speaker 
of the House of Commons. He was soon after appointed 
one of the commissioners of the great seal, and sworn into 
that office April 12, 1648, with a salary of 1000/. a year. 
He now resigned his place of attorney of the duchy of Lan- 
caster, which, with his practice, amounted to more than he 
gained by bis new office, while even in it he soon began to 
think himself insecure, and looked upon the self*denying . 
ordinance, as it was called, to be contrived to remove him. 
When the army began tocontrot^ the House of Commons, 
be made some of those salutary reflections, which, it is to 
be regretted, did not occur sooner to him. ^ We may 
take notice," said he, ^< of the uncertainty of worldly' af- 
fairs ; when the parliament and their army had subdued their 
common enemy, then they quarrelled among ithensselves^ 
the army against the parliament; when they were pretty 
well pieced together again, then the apprentices and others 
made an insorrection against the parliament and army. 
Thus we were in continual perplexities and dangers, and 
so it will be with all who shall engage in the like troubles.'* 

The fate of the unhappy king being determined, White- 
locke was appointed one of the committee of thirty-eight, 
who were to draw up a charge against his majesty ; but be 
never attendedi as he totally disapproved of that measure^ 
and therefore wet^into the country. He returned to Lon- 
doni however* vvhile the king^s trial was pending,* but took 
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no coDcero with it, and refused afterwards to approve the 
proceedings of tbe high court of justice, as it was called. 
Hia memorandum on the king's death is thus expressed : 
^' Jan. 30, 1 went not to the House, but stayed all day at 
home in my study and at my prayers, that this day's work 
might not so displease God, as to bring prejudice to this 
poor afflicted nation." That he was sincere in all this, or 
in some of his former professions respecting pea(;e, seems 
very doubtful, for on Feb. 1 following, he declared in the 
House of- Commons his disapprobation of the vote of Dec. 
5, namely, *'That his majesty's concessions to the pcopo<* 
sitious of the parliament, were sufficient srounds for set*-* 
tling the peace of the kingdom." He also drew up the act 
for abolishing the House of Lords, althougl^ he had de* 
Glared his opinion against it, and also introduced a declara* 
cion to satisfy the minds of the people as to the proceedings 
of parliament 

On Feb; 8, he was appointed one of the three lords com- 
missioners of the new great seal of the commonwealth of 
England. He appears disposed to apologize for accepting 
this office, and bis apology is a curious one ; ** because he 
was already very deeply engaged with this party : that the 
business to be undertaken by him was the -execution of law 
and justice, without which men could not live one by ano* 
ther ; a thing of absolute necessity to be done." On the 
14th of the same month, he was chosen one of the thirty 
persons who composed the council of state. A few months 
after he was elected high-steward of Oxford. Tbe coni« 
missioners of the great seal being abput this time in want 
of a convenient dwelling, parliament granted them the 
duke of Buckingham's house. In June, Whitelocke made 
a learned speech to the new judges in the court of Com* 
mon-pleas, who were then sworn into their offices. In No- 
vember, he opposed a motion made in the House of Com<- 
mons, that no lawyers should sit in parliament ; and in 
1^50 made a very learned speech in the House, in defence 
of the antiquity and excellence of the laws of England. 

In Sept 1 65 i Whitelocke was appointed, with three 
other members of parliament, to go out of town to meet 
Cromwell, then on his way to London, and congratulate 
him upon his victory at Worcester^ Shortly after White- 
locke was present at a meeting at the speaker's house, 
where several members of parliament, and principal officers 
of tbe army were assembled, by Cromwell's desire, to cou- 
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aider about settling tbe afikirs of the kingdoiD (See Crokh 
WELL, p. 57), atkl soon after be had a private coufereaee 
in the Park with the usurper, who seemed to pay much 
regard to his advice, but, not finding bioi bo pliable at be ' 
c;ould wish, contrived to get him out of the way by ao ap' 
parently honourable employment, and therefore procured 
him to be sent ambassador to Christina, queen of Sweden. 
This appointment was preceded by some singular circum<- 
stances very characteristic of the times. Whoever has 
looked into Whitelocke's '^ Memorials*' will perceive the 
language of r«4igion and devotion very frequently intro-* 
duced. That in this he was sincere, we have no reason to 
doubtf but it would appear that he bad not come up ex- 
actly to the standard of piety established under the usurped 
government.* When the council of state reported to tbe 
parliament that they had fixed upon Whitelocke as a 6t 
person for the Swedish embassy, a debate arose in the 
house, and one of the members objected, *^that ihey knew 
not whether he w^re a godly man or not," adding, that 
^* though be might be otherwise qualified, yet, if he were 
not a godly niiin, it was not fit to send lym ambassador." 
To this another member, who was known not to be inferior 
in godliness to the objector, shrewdly answered, '' that god- 
liness was now in fashion, and taken up in form and words 
tor advantage sake, more than in substance for tbe truth's 
sake ; that it was difficult to judge of the trees of godliness 
or ungodliness, otherwise than by the fruit; that those 
who knew Whitelocke, a;id his conversation, were satisfied 
that he lived In practice as well as inaprdfession of godliness ; 
and that it was more becoming a godly man to look into 
his own heart, and to censure himself, than to take upoa 
him the attribute of God alone, to know the heart of aoo-^ 
ther, and to judge him." After this curious debate, it was 
voted, ^<that tbe lord commissioueir Whitelocke be seot* 
ambassador extraordinary to the queen of Sweden.*' 

Whitelocke accordingly set out frooi London on this 
embassy Nov. 2, 1653, and- a very few weeks after bis de» 
parture, Cromwell assumed tbe supreme authority under 
the title of lord protector. Whitelocke was received .in 
Sweden with great respect, and supported his cbaractar 
with dignity. Queen Christina, who shewed him many. 
civilities, entertained hini not only with politics, but witk 
philosophy ; and created him knight of the order of Ama* 
rantha, and hence he is sometimes styled sir Bulstrode* 
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H« displayed great abilities for negotiation, and concluded 
a firm alliance between England and Sweden about the 
beginning of May 1654. In 1772, Dr. Morton, secretary 
of the Royal Society, published the history of this embassy, 
qnder the title of *^ A Journal of the Swedish Ambassy, in 
the years 1653 and 1654. From the commonwealth of 
England, Scotland, and Ireland. Written by the ambassador 
the lord commissioner Whitelocke. With an Appendix of 
Original Papers,*' 2 vols. 4to. These papers Dr. Morton 
received from Whitelocke's grandson, Carleton White- 
locke, of Prior's wood, near Dublin, esq. This very cu- 
rious work may be considlsred as a necessary addition to 
his *^ Memorials,'* and contains a large assemblage of facts 

and characteristic anecdotes illustrative of the times aiid 

« 

the priuci'pal personages, printed literally from*the author's « 
manuscript. 

After his return home he received the thanks of the par- 
liament, and had also 2000/. ordered him for the expenses 
of bis embassy, but according to his own account these fa- 
vours were not bestowed with a very good grace. He 
says in the conclusion of the journal of the embassy, , 
" The sum of all was, that, for a most difficult and dan-p 
gerous work, faithfully and successfully performed by 
Whitelocke, he bad little thanks, and no recompense, from 
those who did employ him ; but not long after was rewarded 
by them with an injury : they put him out of his office of 
commissioner of the great seal, because he would not bcr 
tray the rights of the people, and, contrary to his owu 
knowledge and the knowledge of those who imposed it, 
execute an ordinance of the Protector and his council, as 
if it bad been a law. But in a succeeding parliament, upon 
the motion of his noble friend the lord Broghill, White- 
locke had bis arrears of disbursement paid him, and some 
-vecompense of his faithful service allowed unto him." It 
was indeed not until 1657 that tbe 2000/. above-mentioned 
was paid, with the addition of 500/. which is pfobably what 
he means by ** some recompense." The ordinance to 
which he alludes, was one framed by Cromwell, after the 
dissolution of his tittle parliament, fur what he pretended' 
was ^ the better regulating and limiting the jurisdiction of 
the high count of Chancery." Whitelocke, finding bis op- 
position to this in vain, resigned the great seal in June 
1655. In Jan. 1656, he was chosen Speaker of the House 
of Comoy)ns pro tempore^ during the indisposition of sir 
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Thomas Widdrington, who bad been appointed to that 
office. During ihe remainder of Oliver Cromwell^a pro- 
tectorate, Wbitelocke appears to have been in and out of 
favour with him, as he more or less supported his measures. 
The last instance of Oliver's favour to him, was his signing 
a warrant for a patent to make him a. viscount, but Wbite- 
locke did not think it convenient to accept of this honour, 
although he bad received his writ of summons as one of the 
lords of the ^^ other house," by the title of BuUtrode lord 
Wbitelocke. 

Richard, the new protector, made him one of the keep- 
ers of the great seal, but this ceased when the council of 
officers had determined to displace Richard, on which oc- 
casion Wbitelocke became one of their council of state* 
During this confusion, he was accused of holding a cor- 
respondence with sir Edward Hyde,, and other friends of 
Charles IL which be positively denied, and by joining in 
the votes for i;enouncing ihe , pretended title of Charles 
Stuart, and the whole line of king James, and of every, 
other person as a single person pretending to the govern- 
ment of these realms, as well as by other measures, he 
endeavoured to prove bis attachment to the republican 
cause. In the rest of his conduct be seems, even by his 
own account, 'to have been irresolute, and incousisteut, or 
if consistent in any thing, it was in so yielding to circum- 
stances as not to appear very obnoxious to either party. 
As he had, however, attached himself so long to the ene- 
mies of the king, the utmost he could expect. was to be 
allowed to sink into obscurity. Yet it was by a small ma- 
jority only that he was included in the act of. pardon and 
oblivion which passed after the restoration. When he* had 
obtained this, he was admitted into the presence of Charles 
IL who received him very graciously, and dismissed him iu 
these extraordinary words ; *^ Mr. Wbitelocke, go into tba 
country; don't tirouble yourself any more about state 
affairs ; and take care of your wife and your sixteen chil- 
dren." This must have mortified a man who had acted so 
conspicuous s^ part in state affairs* He took his majesty** 
advice, however, and spent the remaining fifteen yeacs off 
' kis life at Chilton-park in Wilubire,, and died there Janu- 
ary 28, 1676* He was interred in the church, of Fawley ia 
Buckinghamshire. 

..Mr. Wbitelocke was thrice married, first to Miss Benoek, 
of the city of London, by whom be bad a son Jaanei, who 
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Wfts settled at Trumpington near Cambridge^ and left two 
sons, both of whom died unmarried. His sc^cond wife was 
Frances, daughter of lord Willoughby of Parham, by whom 
he^bad nine children. His third wife was Mrs. Wilson, a 
widow, whose maiden name was Carletoti. She survived 
him, and by her also he had several children. The eldest 
of this last marriage inherited Chilton Park. 

The editor of his *^ Memorials*' gives him ttTis character. 
'* He not only served the state in several stations and places 
of the highest trust and importance both at hottie and in 
foreign countries, and acquitted himself with success and 
reputation answerable to each respective character; but 
likewise conversed with books, and made himself a large 
provision from his studies and contemplation. Like that 
noble Roman, Pqrtius C^to, as described by Nepos, he 
was 'Reipublics peritus, et jurisconsultus, et magnus im- 
perator, et probabilis orator, cupidissimus literarum i* a 
statesman and learnied in the law, a great commander^ an 
eminent speaker in parliament, and an exquisite schblar. 
He bad all along so much business, one would not imagine 
be ever had leisure for books ; yet who considers his studies 
might believe he had been always shut up with his friend 
Selden, and the dust of action never fallen on his gown. 
His relation to the public was such throughout all the re« 
volutions, that few mysteries of state could be to him any 
secret. Nor was the felicity of his pen less considerable 
than bis knowledge of affairs, or did less* service to the 
aause be espoused. So we find the ^ords apt and proper 
for the occasion ; the style clear, easy, and without the 
least force or affectation of any kind, as is shewn in his 
speeches, his narratives, his descriptions, and in every place 
where the subject deserves the least care or consideration.*' 
Lord Clarendon has left this testimony in favour of White- 
locke : whom, numbering among his early friends in life, 
he calls, a man of eminent parts and great learning out of 
his profession, and in his profession of signal reputation* 
<' And though,*' says the noble historian, ** he did after- 
wards bow bis kn^e to Baal, and so swerved from his alle- 
giance, it was with less rancour and malice than other men. 
He never led, but followed; and was rather carried away 
with the torrent than swam with the stream ; and failed 
through those infirmities, which less than a general defec- 
tion and a prosperous rebeDion could never tiave discovered.*' 
Lord Clarendon has eU^^)iere described him, as ^^ from 
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the beginning concurring with the parliament, without any 
inclinationa to their persons or principles ; and/' says he^ 
'^ he had the same reasons afterwards not to separate from 
thenu All his estate was in their quarters ; and he had a 
nature, that could not bear or submit to be undone : though 
to his friends, who were commissioners for the king, he 
used his old openness, and professed his detestation of all 
the proceedings of his party, yet could not leave them." 

The first edition of his ** Memorials of the English Af* 
fairs," was published in 1682, and the second, with many 
additions and abetter Index, in 1732 : called ^' An historical 
Account of what passed from the beginning of the reign of 
king Charles the First to king Charles the Second bis happy 
Restauration ; containing the public transactions civil and 
military, together with the private consultations and secrets 
of the Cabinet," in folio. Besides these memorials, he wrote 
also *^ Memorials of tlie English Affairs, from the supposed 
expedition of Brute to this island, to the end of the reign 
of king James the First. Published from his original ma- 
nuscript, with some account of his life and writings, by 
William Penn, esq. governor of Pennsylvania ; and a pre- 
face by James Wei wood, M.D. 1709,'' folio. There are 
many speeches and discourses of Mr. Wbitelocke to be found 
in his. <^ Memorials of English Affairs,'' and in other col- 
lections. Oldmixon, who stands at the head of infamous 
bistprians, has drawn a' comparison between Wbitelocke 
and Clarendon ; there is also an anonymous pamphlet en* 
titled '* Clarendon and Wbitelocke farther comparedi*' 
which was written by Mr. John Davys, some time .of Hart- 
hall, Oxford. It ought to.be remarked that our author's 
** Memorials" are his Diary, and that be occasionally en- 
tered facts in it when they came to his knowledge : but 
not always on those days in which they were transacted. 
This has led his readers into some anachronisms. It has 
been remarked also that his ** Memorials" would have been 
much more valuable, if his wife had not burnt many of his 
papers. As they are, they contain a vast mass of curious 
information, and are written with impartiality. ' 

' Biag. Brtt.-^Hii " MemorUU" and Swedish Einbasfy. 
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